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cmariatfger (Thos., Preacher of the Word at 
Butterwike wn Fast-Holland, Lincolne) A 
Familiar Exposition or Commentarie on Eeo- 
clesiastes, wherein the worlds vanity and the 
true felicitie are plainely deciphered (pp. 344), | 


ouricus woodeut title, reprexenting various agrieul- | 
tural operations, mall 4to, contemporary stamped | 
calf, with gilt ornaments on zides, a few back. 
margins «lightly wormed, otherwize a fine »1\ 
scarce, 128 London, T. S. for T. Paulet, 16 
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Reuerend Father in God, and my 
very Honourable good Lord, GEORGE, 
by Gods prouidence L, Bilhop of Zixcolne, 
and high AL»oNnex to the Kings 
Mo(t Excellent MAiE$STIE, 


continual increa(e of all true 
HAPPINESSE. 


Moſt Rencrend, endmy Honourable geod Lord. 


SZ T 15 not more triniall then true, Nimia 
familiaritas parit contemptum, Tos 
much familiaritie breedeth contempt. 
Plenty breedes loathing of what wee 
y moſt defired, and weariſomneſſe in 
8 what we moſt delighted, cuſtome cau- 

ſeth facilitie,and that againe produceth 
careleſneſſe, and negletF. Neceſsitie ſearcheth and findeth 
out neceſſaries, Art beautifieth, but ont of Art ſpringeth idle 
curiofitie that marreth all. What integrity # there in any 
thing ? When the world was cleane purged by waters, and 
the wicked ſwept all away, yet there remained a ſecres 
Cham lurking in the righteous familie, and in Lots houſe 
AZ one 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
one that looked back to the rich plane of Socome.The pure 
quinteſſenee extratFed from the pureſt body by the p: ect» 
feſt ſavtilne hath in it lemen corruptionis, an mſenjuble 
beotnning of corruption. Toe Church being cleanſed of 
her lepr ofie, and reſtored to her axtiquitte. comely,and beau- 
tifull, groweth ſo curious on the"on: fideand jo Atheiſtical- 
ly ſacrilegious on the other ſide, that who s a good man, 
who 4 wiſe man, ſub iudice lis.elt. je are falling from 
comely ſobricty, to proud oner-wee ning curtofily, and phan- 
zajticall leuttie, like theſe that thinke a thing neuer to be 
well, till it be ſpoiled with too much fingeriny, whitling, 
and hammcrinz. Tvo much playing with the phantaſie, (the 
diſeaſe of theſe times) marreth a good wnderſtanding. 
For as 4 learned man ſaith, it js mater erroris, the mother 
of errour leading ws from naturall portraitures to anticks, 
the like whereof (for illuſtr ation ſake) is to be ſeene in our 
apparrell, and putting on thereof, and ſhould be ſcene it 
our bodies if t ey were of der ions ſubſtance,and changeable 
ar our will. Much preaching we haue, and much hearing, 
(a peculiar bleſsing on this nation) we are ripe of concett, 
and glib of tongue, eutry thing is eaſie, nothing aifficultand 
how many thinke themſelues able to teach their teachers, 
and pourrne their gouernours ? Surely, if the Pulpit, and 
place of authority, were gramed them, we ſhould haue 
fo many new cojned Churches, and polities, that the di= 
wine, trne, and naturall portraiture of bath fhautd be. 
loſt, and all of ws lefi in a maze, and as creatures tranſla- 
ted out of their proper element into another.. Much haue 
we in tmes paſt 2eſtred the ſober, and plaine preaching of 
the word, for knowledge of the truth, and right prattiſe of 
dutzes towards God,andone towards another, but the fickle- 
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eſſe of many is weary of both, They cannot tell whom 
they would heare, what they would heare, what forme they 
would hawe, and as the ficklie man ,and wanton childe would 
hae they know not what. Many are ſo rawiſhed with their 
owne auticks, and conceit of their owne knowledge, and 
all-ſafficiency, that it is enough for them to heare for 14- 
rictie, and compariſon ſake, new inſtruments, new voyces, 
to looke the Preacher in the face, but in the meane while, 
like Cut-par ſes, to haue their ſacrilegions bands in bus pock- 
et, and to ſalue the ſmarting ſore with 4 dinner or a ſupper, 
ſawced with ozly words, with deceitfall hollow courteſies, 
which fill the eye and the phantaſie (bewitchingly) but drie 
op the bloud in the eines; for wee are fooles, but they are 
wiſe. Their heart gocth after their pride, after their 
couetouſneſle, Ezech. 33. 31. Plenty of the word 
hath bred loathing — ava plenty of Preachers con- 
serpt of them. Many haxe heard, and ſeene Chriſt enongh, 
yet finde netther profit wor pleaſure im bum, he bath neither 
forme nor beaniez. therefore oncleane ſpirit returne home 
42 4ime, foxe to thy kinde, dogge to thy old vomit, ſowe to 
thy wallowing in the mire. Heatheniſh deuotion is meere 
wadneſſe; Popiſh deuotion is ſuperſtitious, and fooliſh, ſt> 
ber hearing and well doing @ weaviſome : What remaineth 
but Epicurt:ſme} And what i that but to make an 1doll 
of the corruptible body, the moſt rotten 1doll of all ? Surely, 
weither Pagans nor Popiſh Churches and houſes were ener 
ſo filled wh 1dols, as they are now. For the belly, body, 
or perſon, i. the Epicares Tdoll, as the CApoſile ſaith, 
Phil, 3.19. 4d how this Bel, and Iczabel, the corrups 
tible carkess ſhould be more adored, and deifyed, than now 
is is, 1 conceine nos, neither can any Cooke, or Tailer ima- 
A4 ime, 
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gine, for in deniſing new follics they fall into the Id on4- 
wares. Now what will be the ripeneſſe 4 this ſwiniſh wal- 
lowing inthe lees of concupiſcence, but backſliding into P a- 
gamſme,or rather a progreſſe into Athtiſme, when all good 
wiſedome and onderſianding is depraued through luſt ? 
$0 that in the end, we ſhall be worſe Tgnorants, or ra- 
ther wor ſe miſcreants, then euer we were, according t0 
that principle in Philoſophie, Bonum optimam corrup- 

rum he peſhmum. 

Conſidering the ſeaſon (beloued Father in God) 7 was 
in doubt whether it were better to hawe exerciſed my ſelfe 
in the Prophet Ieremie, whoſe propheſies are well befitting 
this laſt end of the world, drawing neere to the uniner ſall 
iudgement,as the particular nation of the Iewes did towards 
the-rs, for their wilfulneſſe, bar d-heartedneſſe,contempt of 
their Prophets, carnality of their Prieſts confidence in their 
owne ſtrength, conetouſneſſe, oppreſſion, 675. But becauſe 
1 feared both meanes and hcalth would faile me in [0 long 4 
worke, 1 onaertooke this, which of hke nature; and in- 

tent, namely to withdraw men from the tranſitory porld, 
and the periſhing luſts thereof, enen from this loath/ome 
Belly-Idolatry, fprritwall Maſtupration, Selfe-harlotry, 
to the feare of Gol, and obedience to his commandemtnts, 
eonſtdering the proud preſumption, wanton  ſecnritie, the 
ciuill filthineſſe, modeſt leatty, courteous Chuch-rebberies, 
and the fruitle(ſe ianzling profes /ions of many, whoſe prats 
ling, and hearings endleſſe, but good workes'in bumility, 
and lene, to Which God hath clefted and redeemed ws, 
are farre from them, Epheſians 1.4. Titus 2.1 4. which 
cauſed wiſe, aged, experienced Solymon 19 ſay, Ecciel. 
I2. 12. Be admonithed by. theſe my Sonne, for. of 
making 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
making bookes there is no end, and much reading is 
a wearineſle to the fleſh. Bur he thar is not a forgettull 
hcarer, but a doer of the worke, this man ſhall be ble(- 
ſed in his deede, lam; 1.25. For ths & totum hominis, 
the whole duty of man, Ecccl. 12.13. Surely, if bleſſeds 
neſſebe to be found in the deede, then in much writing, 
reading, ſpeaking, hearing, there muft needes be vem_ 
if not to the body, yet to the conſcience, which mn theſe outs 
wardexerciſes onely, can nener finde true comfort, or aſſue 
rance of Gods lone. 

Now 1 haue made choice of your Lordſhip, to whom 1 
might Dedicate this worke; and that for ſundry cauſes : 
Firſt, that 1 might exhibite it to you as a New yeares gift, 
the beſt that 1 haut, in token of my ſincere loue and duty, 
and earneſt defire of your proſperous ana happie welfare, 
who as you were ſtudiors your ſelfe, when once you were 
Fellow of 2ucenes Colledge in Cambridge; (o were you 8 
[peciall fauonrer, and fartherer of the S UbatloHs, whereby 
oa purchaſed ſpeciall lque, both m your owne Colledge and 
abroad alſo, and the ſame through your perſeuerance, and 
prudent gourrnement us ſlill continued among ſt 5 that liue 
wnder your Turiſdiction. Another cauſe u, that it might 

finae the better paſſage vnder your patronage, and kinder 


.ercer tainement under your nime, that thow2h it be defe= 


dine in ſelfe-deſert, yet for your ſake the indifferent, be- 


neuolous, and generous oye, reſpetting the ſtrong, might 


inzenuonſly paſſe by the ne:ke. Hdoreouer, leing deſirous 


to ſhew forth ſome teſtimony of my thankefull minde for 
your Loraſhips great fanour towards me; 1 thought good 
to offer thu, which onzly 1 am able to giuc, and which 1 
know you are moſt ready and willing to receiue, en:n the 
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wits of my Miniſteriall lebours to you, a ſpeciall fawourer 
Fan pra yrs Laſtly, as tokens of ſmall weight, 

ut of great value, are more acceptable then great Sunmmes, 
1 truſt that this ſmall gaine of my one Talent, which 1 pre- 
ſent to your Lordſbip, as 4 token of my fincere affettion, 
obedience, and ſeruice, ſhall coumernaile « ponderous we» 
lume. And what I am leſſe able this way to perfor me, 1 ſhall 
recompence with my continuall «nd hearty prayers for your 
temporal and cternall happineſſe, 


London, 1. Ian, 1 621. 


Your Lord(hips in all 


humble obſeruance, 


Tx.Gaz. 
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O1TlHERIGHT 
VVYorſhipfull and worthy-minded Gentle. 


men, Sir James Fowlerton, Sit David Murray, 
Sir Peter Oſburne, Knights : Mr. John Murray, Mr, 
William Carre, M*, Henry Gibbe, of his Maiclties Bed- 
Chamber, Mr. £mmanue! Giffard,one of the Gen- 
tlemen of his Maieſties Priuy-chamber, Eſq, 
Mr. James Douglaſſe, Mr. Richeyd Zones, Ms. En 
dymion Porter, Mr. John Herox, and Mr. 
FJobn Parker, Eſquires : Grace and 
Peace be nultip/z4d. 

IGcHT WoR SIPEVLLI, 

and warthy minded Gentlemen : 
Haning in the firſt place elefled 
the dune, learned, tudicions, en- 
riched with wiſedome, and piety, 
for the patronage of this worke, 
| 1 hane alſo further beſtowed the 
x (Ol /4re on you, ( nil minuit de [u- 
i [8 nine lumen)!0 the endthat bring 
ſhielded with renerend, and pions 
granity, tn the Van, and prarded 
by generous and v=biemfhable vertue w the Rere, 1 may be ſafe- 
hy proteiled from the ſnarling detratlion of enne 0n the one fide,and 
receine a fauo:rable conſtruction of what may be ans:([# onthe other, 
The wniver{ality, and excellency of the ſabiett hath enlarged my de- 
dication ; It « Solomons Ethiks, his traflate de lummo bono, 
of the chiefe,and compleat fclicity, andihe worlds vanity and there- 
fore the very roote, ſecde, or kernel! of all happy knowledge, both f 
- - Joon, 
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; The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| $rod; and enill in all things, naturali, political, eccleſfraflicall. Con: 
fraria iuxta ſe polita magis illuceſcunt,ſay the Phylo/opherrgand 
ſaith a Father.Qui malum nonnouit, perfetebonum nonin- 
telligit, Hethat hath not knowne emill,doth not perfetHy wonderland 
good. eA's the earth ſo the Arts baxe therr weeds, from which they 
are purged by their Phyſicion, Truth ts like Gold mthe Mine: Vp. 
rightneſſe s ſur-rounded and clouded withcalummies : Wiſedorne «7 
darkened with ſophyſtry, Impurus fpiritus ſe immiſcit in omni- 
bus: The wnileane [pwrit intrades bimſclfe into every thing. So. 
lomon therefore doth not onely x&TX&3K£v&un, ideft altruere, 
Pofitimely auouch and lay downe the ground: of true felicutte, but alſo 
&vorarud te, id eff, deltrucre, deſtroy the falſe and counterfeit 
felicities of mans darke heart, and that by enident arguments, 
drawne from (uch grounds as the wiſe-men of the world could not 
finde, groping like the Sodomites for Lots doore, but could not finds 
ﬆt; not /0 quicke-fighted as hee that ſaw men walking like trees, For 
as they /ay, Nullumelementum ponderat {yo loco, Ne element 
is ponderous m bu place; ſo they being m corruption, felt no wery he 
of corruption, ns more then the Fiſhes im the Sea.and worme: of tho 
Earth feels the weerbr of euher, Worldly wilcdome i wearmeſſe, 
beth to the body axd mmde. and a vexation of ſpit, For bring it 
{elfe crooked, it canmot rettifie things crooked, Mirth is madyeſſe, 
Royali magnificence u tranſitorie aud muteble, The ſageſt adui/te 
ments depend on pucertaine iſſmes, Preſperitie and adnerſitie are 
fet one againſt another, as bill againſ} dale, The reſtleſſe Pole is 11y- 
moueably fixed in his place;as the grinding nulſtone,/o 35 the earth 
in her centre a maſſe of mnatabilities, Of the heauens theres; a con- 
ſtant reuolution,vp and downe,to and fro;they nener hae the (ame 
face,newer hold the ſame countenance,at leaſt from the firſt motion 
Fill the end of timer. Here us the difficulty of prognoſtscatzon, Omnia 
verſanturin perpetuo alſcenſu & deſcenſu; There is a perpetuall 
a(cending ans deſcending of life, and flate, Enery man,encry ſtate, 
excrything vs a Planet ; whoſe ſpherical! rewolutions are ſome of lou- 
ger,ſome of ſhorter contmuanee, Valyar iudoements cre variable; 
tbetr counſels oroundleſſe. Scinditur incertum fiucia in Cone 
tratia vulgusz but the prudent deſignes of ſage States are firme; 
eacnſ2 are the imagmations of the wiſeſt worldlinn: is all their 
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wayers, and enterprizes, but the foundation of Ged remaineth /ure, 
Their wiſe ſayings are applauded,when they doe but dreame waking, 
and rae like men in fickneſſe, thinking themſelaes ta bein Dothan, 
when they are in the middeſ} of Samariaz 2 Kings 6, When they 
are on the ſureft granund,they walke #n pinnacles, againe, when they 
are naked in the middeſt of their enemies Campe, they are armed in 
the flrongefft fort, For the hand of God doth all, that men might 
feare before him, and not leane to their onne wiſedome, Yet vame 
man would be wiſe, ſeeing he © but a wild «Aſſes Colt, (aithlob. 
He would be happy, being but a maſſe of mortalittes. For being the 
moſt compound and vninerſall uature, as concerning his plaſme,and 
ſo the moſt excellent by creation, be is the moſt miſerable by degene= 
ration. Nam bonum optimum corruptum fit pefſimum. Aud 
how much greater then ts the corruption of hi ſpirit? That « to be 
ſeene by the corruption of the moſt excellent ſpirit. Both haue their 
reſtraints and lanitations ; yet kath not God left manindeſperation, 
but in his eternall wiſedome prouided meanes of refauration, which 
bere is begun, and there finiſhed, whence the Authour of corruption 
fell. Thu reſt aur ation i: firſt the renouation, or change of the centre, 
the reote of man, ] meane his heart or fpirit of his minde, then of 
his ſpirits veſſe#,I meane the brutal nature,or mferiour part, which 
I take to be the ſherme, or quinteſſence of the vninerſe, and then are 
all things renned with him; 2 Cor. 17. Fehcity therefore is 
here to be had, and by the holy endeanours of renewed wiſedeme to 
be obtained, But this good m this vale of miſery 1s imperfett, yet 
in continual metion, and progreſſe to perfettion,though the whole en« 
gine with allthe furniture thereof, man, and euery condition and ſtate 
of ife,erbike, politike, eccleſiaſtite, oroane under the burthen of va« 
nity. Here then is wiſedome and works for the curious eAlchymiſt, 
who ſurpaſſeth common capacitier, Here is the thyll that extra- 
feth gall ent of hony, and honyout of gall, Here u the Phyloſs- 
' phert ſtone, that tarneth yron that baſe mettall, into gold the pureſt 
mettall, euenthe ſoueraigne good that ouercommeth enill, yea, that 
turneth things in they natures curſed, mto bleſſings, the beginnings 
of endleſſe torments into eternal glory,the light that expelleth dark> 
weſſe, the life that ſmalloweth wp death, the ſpirit tharweareth out 
theleproſie, canker, and rottenneſſe of the (pri, of the veſſell, of the 
perſon, 
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prr(on, of the outward flate. To omit the many learned dotages of 
the worldly wiſe,and madneſſes of ſelſt-willed [diots,ſome man thine 
herb him{elfe happy, if be knoweth the enils of thu life, and withall 
hath knowledge to auoid them, and m procuring of good unto hims« 
ſelfe for his bodily eaſe, comfort, and pleaſure, thinkss that by this 
weſedome he hath obtained the chiefe good, aud (0 kifſeth his band, 
and [acrificeth to his net,his (ubtle, ſound pate, as he indgeth. Here 
* his vitermoſt extent, inthu ſphere ir herowled as the Sow inthe 
mire. Secondly, ſome man againe eſteemeth ſuch a one but bratiſhly 
ſubtle, becauſe he doth not good toothers as well a5 to himsſelfe as the 
principle of humanity requireth, Quad tibi vis fieri, fac alijs, 
Doe asthouwonldeſt be done to. Therefore becauſe hs is cautelons, 
and pronident for himſelfe, and communicateth to others alſo, be 
indgeth him{clſe to be that happy man, He excelleth indeed the for- 
mer brute,as he againedoth that vegetable oxe;Eccles.4.8.cnen as 
the ayre excelleth the water,and that the earth, But the wiſcdomes 
of theſe three conioyved by vnion inte one indiuiduall, are but 45 4 
exceltent veſſel, or receptacle for thi laſt, Laſtly, another who is 
truly wiſe indeed, excludeth this man from happmeſſe yet, becauſe 
he i but as a beautifull bedy without a quickying ſpirit which i pie- 
ris, theſonle or ſupernaturall ſpirit, entlining the reſt, Sothat neither 
the wiſe vegetable, nor the wiſe brutall or ſenſible, nor the wiſerea- 
ſonable or humane but the wiſe ſpirituali organized with the refi( as 
I may ſay) ts onely capable of this ſoneraigne good of Solomon. 
Thi onely knoweth what is good in euillthings and ſtates, what enill 
in good rbings and States, what i good for Canielf in both, in this 
vaine life, according to that line and meaſure that God dealeth to 
an, Thru wiſedome ordereth and enlizeth the other wiſedomes,be. 
ing 4 ſupernatural! gift the dinine influence of the ſanifying Spirt: 
For they bring (enered from this, are but an eye without the optike 
ſpirit, wbich mdeed i no eye, but a dead member. The like we ſee in 
the ſtruiture of mant veſſel!, id elt, inthe vegetable and brutal ſþi- 
rits, but the reaſonable ſoule enliueth, moneth, and ordereth thems 
both, or rather her ſelſein and by them, by vertue of her union with 
them, whereby they become rational, 
The degrees of this good to be gathered ont of Solomons x«- 
T&xoKew, or poſitive doftrine, are briefly theſe: oh 
: 1, To 
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1, Tobe ina calling according to Gods general decree, Gen.,3. 

19. Othermiſc a man s abelial,” « ſluogard, a difſolute, diſperſt, 
incompatt member, out of fanonr nith God and man; and his owne 
conſcience, and lyeth open to many miſeries, as he u the futeſt ſubie# 
to be ſentina malorum, the ſmke of els. 

2. Tolabowr inthat lawfull calling, to exerciſe histalent, that 
his Lord may receme bis owne with aduantage. 

3. To labonr with dilivente, Chapter 9.10. of this booke, 
Hereby many bodily miſcries, and occaſions of ſpiritual temptations 
alſo are auoyded, For a man to be negligent m bis buſjneſſe, #sto 
be brother to a waſter, as Solomon ſaith elſe where, 

4+ To comfort and ſolace the body with the fruits of our laboure, 
af the creatures from the higheft beanen to the centre of thz earth, 

ſerning to noother purpoſe thentbe reparation C conſernation of the 
Sſoulesfraile,corraptible veſſell: For the ſoule her [elf is enlined, fed & 
conſerned by another World, the Word of God effe&uall by the ſpurit 
that fpeaketh therein, The body i ex limo terrz, of the ſlime or 
ſeeds of the wninerſe ; but theſaule ix'exalia propagine, pro= 
enie, 
F 5. eArwehaxereceined good ſo to be faithfull diſpenſers there- 
of, viz, to communicate to others , wherein the eſſence of chatity 
Fonſifteth, Communicating of matuall duties, it the bond of ciusll 
#7 ſociable life, whereby a man in any condition of life, in harmefull 
OCMTTERCET, and for tunate accidents, is preſerned, helped, relie- 
wed, and the benenolous aſpeft of neighbourscongratulating his pro- 
ſperous flate,ir alightſome,pleaſant, and comfortable thi ug. Moreo- 
-wer, danti dabitor, & qua menſura metimini, vobis'metietur, 
But this communicating it of all gifts and dnties, " towaydi equals, 
ſuperiours, and inferiours, enex of euery one intheir place and cal- 
ling towards others,in aconomike,ethike,politike ſtate, Thu farre 
the Heathen man goeth, bat here he maker a ftand, he cannot tran- 
ſcend bis Orbe,e All things are mads for min, ſaith Cicero, and 
man #1 borne for man, to beſer niceable and comfortable one to ano- 
ther in ſociable life. Therefore all theſe degrees doe but as1t were 
conſtitute the weſſell of the quickning ſpirit. 
6, The ſixt and laſt degree therefore of felicity, ts piety towards 
God, ſincerity in dinine wor ſhip, briefly ſhut vp in this word, =_ 
yB OCg 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
God, and keepe his Commandements. Ir « totum hominis, 
or totus homo, the whole man, without which he ts but praſtan- 
tiſſimum brutum. Whattby feare, and obedience ir, isſet downe 
in the Law of Moſes atderg, which is move Largely and plainely 
expounaed by the Prophets, and they ageine by the life axd deflrine 
of 07 Saxionr Chriſt, ani that agaie by the eApoſtles, and they by 
Paſtors end Teachers to the Wordds end, This ts that compleate 
ſourraigne yoed, of ſoule, bedy, aud ſtate, poſitiuely taught in this 
Treatiſe. Which in a word is this, the wiſe demeaner of a man to- 
wards himſelfe, towards others, towards Ged, wn things concerning 
his owne bedy, and perſon, concerwing communicating, or /ympathi= 
ſing others, concerning diuine wor ſhip according 18 the diretlion of 
Gods Word, Theſe S—_ wyſt wot be ſundered, but kept intire of 
him that would be compleatly happy , ſo farre forth ac happineſſe 
can be obtained in this confuſed, enormons World, Men bewng ig+ 
rorant of this fixe-fold wnion, fall into many erronrs run out into mas 
ny extremities, and plunge thew{elues into a gulfe of miſeries, yea, 
and 4igladiate among themſelucs, praying diſpray/mng blaming ,ex« 
C»/ing they know not what, eaen toſſed in a labyrimth. But he that 
builds 08 this ground, and walketh in thi light, ridgeth himſclfs 
and other; ont of many, even m{inite erreurs, and miſeries 4 this 
wame bife. One manwill be yery devout aud zealous, bat what in- 
connentences runueth be into, when he negleits bis particular cal- 
ling ? and of theprailiſe of how many duties aud goods that by him 
mught be done,js he deprived? Certe in quo peccaueris,in codem 
punieris, herein a man ſnneth, therein ſhall be be puniſhed ; p#- 
wert 1,debt,;zmpriſerment, &c. ſhall fall upen kim, andthe obiett;n 14 
of b1s profeſſion to ſcandal, i; ne ſmallmatter, Sed peccat in tu- 
tiorem partem ;z Yut 7 ſay, what mforceth that offence at all? He 
#hat ſaith, Deum time, feare God, ſaith alſo, Mandata cius 
ferua, Keepe his commundements; whereof diligent labour in a 
Calling is one, For waxt whereof 4 may omitteth much good, and 
offers himſelſe to many temptations, and ſnares. e Another labou- 
reth diligently, and worſhippeth God,but neglefts the dutieref cha- 
rity, whereof in theſe dayes there are not afew, Saint Tames com» 
Playneth of ſucb. Annther inſiſting on duties of charity, negleBerh 
8c extics ofpicty. But $0 reckon vp the extremities, and erroxrs 
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of meninthe breach of this union, which yer would all bo wiſe, aud 
feeme happy ta theryſclues, 51 au endleſſe worke, A (ound and pru- 
dent ſpirit within a man, is better then a World of Bother, Theres 
fore Saint lohn ſaith, that theſe few leanes of the Goſpel by bins 
penned, among a World of Bookes that might hane beene made of 
Chriſts ſayings and domgs, are ſufſicient, what needeth more? Net- 
 vher thewhole Scriptur es,nor che Volumerof the Fathers nor what 
can be uttered by woyce, can prenaile, where an heatt is wanting, 
And who can gine man an vnderſtanding beart, but God onely} yet 
are men preſumptuom, therefore they come not to the fomtaine of 
wiſedome, and ſo line and die in vanity. Thus baxe I briefly decta« 
red the very life and ſubftance of this Treatiſe of the wiſe and aged 
Kmng,whoſe ſentences, though they ſceme to be difficult and indepen- 
Aent, ocllefted 6 (ome that bane taken theme from his mouth, vpow 
occaſions neal, yet arethey doubtleſſe a continued þrecb, purpoſe- 
ly penned,euery thing orderly colhearing and methoaically colliming 
at the [axe obiet., The more wiſe and aged, moſt commonly the 
leſſe diſcourfige ; and much ta edious , their ſentences are 
briefe;fundamentall, and pithy, and thes*werd: ſeeme oft times very 
wndepeudent. Beſides this, Solomon, without regard toartificiall 
ftruflure, viternth his experiments, and that from the brart toths 
heart not from the brazze taths care, ( as common vſe among many 
i in theſe heartleſſe dayes) and alſo as the ſanthiſying Spirit of God 
moned bim. Therefore are his words pure without tinfture, alto- 
ether of fpivituall reliſh, and without any taſie of the cacke, For 
Ws maine drift is to caſt man wholly ont of bimſeife, that he might 
be found in Chriſt alone;or elſe bewtierly loſt, Cap.12.13.Phil.y. 
8.9. 10. 

Now my earneſt deſire, renerend, religion, and learned Gentle- 
men, lowers of learning, ſpecyall fawourers, ana friends of the lear- 
ned and yertuorce, ity that you wonld indge theſe labours of mins 4- 
mon ft others worthy your acceptation, rather valuing the ſame un 
your generous ſpirits, according tothe mind of him that hexenreth, 
and loweth your vertues, then r:ſpefling the dignity of the worke it 
ſelfe, which notwithſtanding ſhall be ſuch hike as it ſhall pleaſe you to 
accept , and the Lord to worke by it in the hearts of the Readers 
without whoſe quickning Spirit , the whole Scripture is but 4 Acad 
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letter , but into whoſe noſtrils the Lord ſhalt breathe againe the 
breath of eternall life, it is to them nons(e of waxe, as the Papiſts 
ſay,b»t aplame enen way, a lanterneto thefeete, alight to the paths, 
Howſoenuer, we are onto God theſweet ſauour of Chriſt in them that 
are ſaued, and in them that periſh, 2 Cor,2,1 5. eAnd vnto you 
this publike teſtimony of my ob(ernaxce,and loue for your lone to our 
gifts andealling, I truſt ſhall be acceptablegwhich I ſhall recompence 
againe with my comtinuall and hearty prayers to Almighty God, the 
Father of lights, and fountaine of all good, that the true felicity and 
chiefe good renealed to, and penned by Solomon, and here explas- 
ned, may be plentifully conferred pon you, to your greateſt comfort 
here in your (piruts,ſoule s,bodiesſftaterzandperfetl glory of all inthe 
Kin gdome of glory, 


London, 1. Ian. 1621. 
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Verſe 1. The words of the Px x acurn, the Sonne 
of Daviov, King in leruſalens, 


[FIEFEEooeoooccemalN this Treatiſe of Solomon, two T1. Infcrip- 


> We. c og 1c! chings are to be conſidered, tion, 
"lk La o|| Firſt, the Title or Inſcription, 
P (of layd downein this Verſe, Se- 
condly,the Subltance, Subiet 
or Matter thereof,from Vetile 

2.to the end of the Booke. 

© The Words of the Preacher. 
== 5 oii The Author is not limply na» 
{TOTO ©OOTO© ©© CY med, but deſcribed, I. By the 
perſon that hee taketh vpon 
him at this time, the Preacher, not the Politicianz not hand- 
ling matter of mans outward ſtate, but of his {ſpiritual (late, 
teaching Mortification, or the abnegation of himſelfe, and 
the carnall conſideration and viage of all things on the one 

fide, and the ſubieRion of him(elfe, and all chings with him 

B 


© 
© 
© 


000009000008 
SST 


22 
TED 


to 


g—_w w —mnm——_ — _ 


2 Verſe2. An Expoſuon, or Chap. r. 


to God onely in feare, and obedience on the other fide, 
This word Cobeleth, tranſlated the Preacher, is of the femi- 
nine gender, ſignifying properly.an Allembiy or Congrega- 
tion; tguratiucly, __ or Ofticeia the Church ; And 
it is tranſlated of the Greckes. EccLrSIlASTE Sy a Prea- 
cher, or one ſpeaking in the Ct.urch; : Or it may lignihe (as 
here it doth) a perſon revnited or reconciled tore Church) 
and ſo it 1s a note of a penitentiarie teacining others out of 
his owne experience of (tanding, falliug, riting, 

This reconciled Penitevt, Church-mangor Preachete-is 
notified by foure names in the Scripture, 12 Solomen,that is, 
Peaceable, 1 Chren.22.9, Iedidiab, ttiat is, Beloved of the 

/ Lord.2 Sam.12.25, Lemwel, that is. Him that appertayneth 
to G-9d, Provu,31.1, (obeleth, in this piace, 

| 1. Heis deſcribed by his relatiue, or parentage, Sonne of 
Danid, An argument to moue attention, and more lcrious 
conlideration of that which is ſpoken, and to procure be- 

Dauid of Dod, PEuolence, For Dawid his father teared God, and was belo- 
amicys, dileciys. ued of God and the people, whereof hec tooke his name, 

ITI. By his dignity, or office, Kg, An argument to 
moue docility, and awfull regard, drawne from the dignity 
and authority of ehe perſon, and duty of the hearers, His 
office is explicated by the obieR thereof, vnderſtood in the 
next word, viz. the people of God 1a leruſalem, 

IIII. By the place of his habitation, « lers/alem, leru- 
falem, the Sacraric, Chappell, or Treaſure-houſe of wiſe- 
dome, the Fourtaine of wiſedome, the onely place of Gods 
worſhip and ſpeciall preſence: And therefore a King excel- 
ling all other Kings ofthe earth, which arebut meere world- 
ly politicians, not ſanRtihed, not guided by divine wiſe- 
dome, but ignorant of the glory of God, which is the end 
thar Kings (hould onely ayme at. 


Verſe 2, Vanitse of Vanities, ſaith the Preacher, Vanity of Va- 


mites, all is 14111, 


The Propofite. | Her maine purpoſe of Se/owon in this booke, is,to ſhew 
wieretn the bleed eftate,and happic condition of wan 
in 
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® Ver.2. Commentary on EccLEsIastes. Chap.r, 


in this vale of miſerie conliſteth. Which ſeeing that it is 
not to be found in the world, I meane, out of the Church, 
the wiſe-men of the world are of (o different, yea contrary 
opinions among themſelues, and all aberre from the truth, 
becauſe being in darkenefſe, they neither know God nor 
themſelues, neither whatis good, nor whatis ili for man in 
t111s vainelife, Againe, they lay downe this for a ground or 
principle, thatthere is a Summan bowum, or felicitic, by the 
wiſcdom, and endeauour of man to be found in the things 
of the world: But this ground being falſe, all their buildings 
mult needes fall downe to the ground. But Solomon here by 
the ſpeciall inſtrution and direRion of the ſpirit of God, 
layeth downeſuch a felicity asthe world by their wiſedome, 
could not comprehend. The briefe ſumme whereof is this; 
Feare God, and keepe his Commandements, or in a word, fauh- 
full obedience ts the chiefe good. T his is the Theme, or queſtion, 
as appeares by the concluſion of all, Chapter 12. 13. Now 
theargument of confirmation is thus framed: 
Prop. Either the feare of God and obedience to hu lawes 


The Theme 
or Qucſtion. 


Pr incipall Syl- 


the chirfe good, or el[e it is to be found in,cs by the things logs/me 


of this world, which wee call the goods of the body, the 


0041 of the minde,the goodtof fortune,or outward goods. . 


Aſſum. Put it it not to be found in and by theſe things, 
Concl. Therefore 6s the feare of God, and obedience to hu 
lanes, the chiefe good. 


ſy 


The Propoſition is cuident, the Aſſwwyptionisto be proued. 


Proſſyllogiſine, 


3. A rcaſon cons 


Prop, If altbevanity moſt vaine, then there i no felicutie, gr ning the 
or chiefe good to be found in the things of the world. Principal. 


Alum. But allthings are vanity moſt vai : 
Concl. Therefore, &c, : | 
And ſo he proceedeth forward in the handling of this ar- 
ouiment to the end ofthe booke, which hee concludeth, 
Chap. 12, 8. So that this verſe is a Proſſyfogi/me, or reaſon 
added tothe principallz inthe handling whereof the whole 
body of this booke conliſteth. * Yanitze of vanities, An he- 
brew phraſe of ſpeech. They exprefſechs comparatiue often 


* Hebyai/mM. 


by a prepolicion, and the ſuperlative by doubling of the _ 


B 2 ſame 


Verſe 2» \An Expoſition, or Chap.1. 


ſame word,whichnoteth excellency or perfeRion, As if hee 


ſhould (ay, all things are moſt vaine, or vanity it ſelfe, Ir is 


firſt amplified by arepetition, wherein the adiunRt is put for 
the ſubieR, to lignifie the certainty of this fundamentall 
truth, which is” figured as an ingemination, or redoubling 
of the ſame ſound, more vehemently to moue the affeRt= 
ons. Secondly confirmed by teſtimony, the dignity where- 
of dependcth ontheofhceoftheſpeaker. The Preacher ſaith 
it, therefore beleeue it, Aged men are to be heard with re- 
uerence, /ob 32, 6.7. I am young, and yee arevery old, where- 
fore I was afraid, and durſt not ſhew you mine opinion. { ſatd,aayes 
ſnonld ſpeake, and the multitude of yeares ſhould ſhaw wiſedome. 
Conuerts are to be greatly regarded, Ats 22. 19, 20. So 
Paul argueth. Swrely they will receine my teflimony, for they 
know that | «mpriſoned, and beat in every Synagogue them that 
beleened on thee: And Preachers eſpecially, Mal, 2.7. The 
Prieſts lippes ſhwuld preſerue knowledge, and they ſyruld ſecke the 
Law at bis mouth, So O/ee, 4. 4. T hercfore is So/omen to be 
beleeued, being wile, aged, experienced, By wane, is meant 
imperfeR,vncertaine,tranlitory,voyd of. contentation, full 
of griefe, fruitlelle, to nocnd, nothing, Briefcly, both man 
and all things with man are naught, and come to naught, 
1 Cor,2. 6. Wejpeake wiſedome among them that are perfett, yet 
wot the wiſedome of thu world, nor the Princes ofthis world that 
ceme tonanught. What hath man than to glory in but in the 
Crotle of Chriſt, whereby he is deadto theworld, and the 
world tohim ? as Paw/(aith. Man therefore, and whatſoe« 
uer is within him, without him, about him, proceedech 
from him,ismoſt vaine, cuen nothing, Phd 3.8. till hee be 
a new creature, and all ehingsrenued with him, 2 Cor.s5.1 7, 
Henceforth we kuow no man after the fleſh, yea though we haue 
knowne Chriſt after the fleſh, yet now benceforth know we him no 
more. Therefore if any man be in Chrifl,beis a new creature : old 
things are paſſed away, bebold, all thmgs are becomenew. 


—\ 


' 
PI SF 5 4 > a: 


4, 
aw 


» oof et RR oe 


Ver:3. 'Commentary on EQcttSiASTES. Chapir, 


Verſe 4. What profit hath a man of all bis tabour which hee ta- 
ketb onder the Sunne ? . 


_ Epilogiſme confirming the Proſſyfogiſme. eAl things Zpilogiſme, 
are moſt vaine, becauſe man canreape noprofit, no con- A Reaſon con- 
eentation of minde, noquiectneſſe of heart of all the endea fxming the 
yours,cares,labours of body and minde,wherewith in vaine reaſon of a 


he wearieth him(clfe all the dayes of his lite, The argument 
is þgured by a communication or queſtion, to intimatethe cer- 
taine and infallible truth thereof: For both the ignorant and 
the wiſe, cuen cuery man that commeth into the World, is 
wholly carried with an opinion of an earthly felicityz tothe 
obtaining whereof , there is, as he iudgeth , an apritude in 
man, and a poffibility in thethings of the World. The moſt 
learned and wileſt placed it, ſome in diuine contemplation 
without the word of God, ſome in morall vertue onely,ſome 
in vertue and worldly proſperity together, ſome in riches, 
fome-in honour, ſome in ene thing, ſore in another. And 
euery man feeling manifold miſeries, troubles, and wants, 
wherewich he is compalled and filled, doth imagine to him« 
ſelfe a poſlibility of deliuery and freedome on the one ide, 
and an happy enioying of the contrary good on the other 
fide. Ah chat I were freed once from this, or that; if I had 
but this,orthar; [ could doe tbis,or that; I would even delire 
no more; 1 ſhouſd cthinke my ſclfe happy, &c. doth eue 
man imagine, Hereupon hee beginneth to buckle himſelfe 
to his worke, to gather his wits together, to beltirre his 
ſtumps, and either ruſheth violently forward, as the Horſe 
ruſheth into the battaile; or elſe he proceedeth warily,wiſely, 
fundamenrally . as they that ſpend all in ſearching out the 
Philoſophers ſtone, but never tinde it, Of choſe Zophar,one 
of 7obs kinſmen ſaith ; [ob 14,12, UVaine man would be wiſe, 
though man be borne like awild eAſſes Colt, Thereaſons of this 
vaine proieCt, are 

Firſt, becauſe man cannot looke beyond the world; heis 
confined within the limits of che Spheres, hee is in bondage 
vnder the curſe; his phrozema, mens, or pureſt wiledome, is 
nothing 


Verſe 3. An Expoſition, or Chap. r. 
nothing elſe butluſt,or brutality, x 7ob.2, 16. eAlthat i in 
this world, as the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, andibe pride 
of life, 1s not of the Father, but of the world. But man knoweth 
not this his miſery, and how than fhall hee know the righe 
way to berid outof it? Sothan euery natural man is afoole, 
Rem.1.22, eA beaft; Ier,10, 14, eA wild Aſſes colt ; Job 
II. 12, 

Secon4ly, being but a foole, a beaft, a wild Afﬀe, hee loo- 
keth on the glory, the riches, and the beauty of the world, 
and iudgeth according to the outward appearance thereof, 
neither conſidering the vanity that is in himiclfe , nor that 
which isin the creatures: For Sathan tak<th away his heart, 
and bewitcheth him with the pleaſant ſhewes of that which 
isnot- So he ſee the World before the eyes of Chriſt, in a 
glorious ſhew or viſion, torauiſh him with the love thereof: 
So he ſet before the eyes of our firſt Parents a better & hap- 
pier fate, than that wherein God had placed them. Thus he 
doth with enery man; 2 Cor,4.4, He isthe God of this world, 
blinding the eyes of men with the ſhew of a worldly glory 
and felicity, that the true glory and felicity of the Goſpell 
might not appeare to them, but rather ſeeme ignominious, 
baſe, and contemptible: That he extolleth, and preferreth, 
this he debaſeth, and ſuppreſſeth by all meanes, as we ſee how 
he worketh in and by his inſtruments,worldly minded men, 
The like to this we ſee in the flickering painted Harlot,whe 
by her ſubele ſhewes, lookes,geſtures,glaunces,raviſheth the 
young man hee knoweth nor with what vehement fancics. 
Amor tollit de cardine mentems, He looketh at her, he longeth 
after herg he dreameth on her, ſhee is as an Angell in his fan- 
cicz the full pofleſſion of her is his felicity : But when hee 
findcth by experience that this felicity is nothing but the 
Rocks, poxe, and gallowes,ſhee is now a loathſome carriong 
and as a (cab'd vicerous iade, and a limme of the Diuell to 
company with, 

Whence commeth this deluſion ? Firſt, it ariſeth out of 
mans ownevaine heart, and is cheriſhed by Satans fotures. 
The licke and weakly, thinketh the ſtrong and healthfull 
happy. The deformed, admireth the beautifull, The poore 

blefleth 


ar , 


© Ver.z. Commmaryon EcciesiasTEs. Chap. r. 


bieſſeth the rich, The ignorant and baſe, admirethe honou* 
rable, and men of authority and power, The pleaſant (cates 
ſumptuous buildings, gorgeous apparrell , delicious fares 
proud attendance, variable delights and pleaſores uf the 
rich, rauiſh the minde of him that lacketh theſe, Helookes 
en theſe, and pineth, iudging according tothe outward ap- 
pearance, Sed /atet anguis m herbs. Hee conſidereth not the 
vanity, and ſorrow of this ſplendide miſery, this beautifull 
Harlot. It islike a beautifull piture drawne with white and 
red colours in ſackcloth, which afarre off is very louely, but 
neere by it is like the filthy matter of a ſore or wound, puru- 
lene rottenneſle , or the backe of a galled Horſe. No man 
euer yet found any conſtant contenration in any flate: yet 
may his outward appearance deceiue others, and anothers 
him. 

Secondly, therefore this deluſion ariſeth from the vaine- 
glorieand pompeof the world, deceiuing, and being decei- 
ued. It is the common corruption of man to pride, to boaſlk, 
to ſet forth himſelfe, to bletſe himſelfe, as Zeb (aith z toco- 
lour and couer his vanitie from others, todraw them into 
admiration of him, and to be admired of others is his joy 
and delight: For their falſe teſtimony of his happineſſe mx 
tigateth, rather blindeththe fight of his vanitie, or miſeries 
from himſelfe, ( for of thoſe doth euery carnall man deſire 
eo be inſenſible, that he may more freely reioyce, and ſolace 
hiraſelfe in the fleſh.) Whois the happy man ? ſaith Cre/as 
to Solon, Euery one flattered him, and if this Philoſopher 
had done the like, he would even hauerunne madde, and 
ruſke, as eAlexaxder did, out of mankinde intothe ranke of 
the gods. To what purpoſe did Ezechiah ſhew all the trea- 
ſures of his Kingdome to the Emballadours of the King of 
Babel ? Efay 39.2, And what one man almoſt in the world 
having friends come to his houſe, doth not the like ? See an 
example hereof in Hamas, Heſs. 5-10.11,12, Wee would all 
ſceme to hauethis imagined worldly —_— would 
we bleſſe our ſclues, and be admired of others: But we ac 
but proud bankerupts, gentlemen to day, feftiuall and gor- 
gcous, audto morrow beggars, and caſt into priſon, Allis 
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Verſe 3. Anu Expoſetion, or Ghap. r- 
but the crackling of thornes vnder apot, a great flame, a 
loud noyſe,light aſhes, follic,vanitie,norhing, To conclude, 
cuery naturall man imagincth that profit, yea, js5ron,durable 
profit, is to be found and wrought out by wit and labcurin 
the world, There isa felicitytobe had, and all mens ſtudy is 
to find ouethe right way to atraine it: Hethinketh bis game 
to be good, if hee can but rightly play his cards. Ii but one 
poore tradeſman hath gotten goeds together, and through 
the increaſe of a ſmall ftocke, hath at length made a great 
purchaſe, and left it to his heire, who {hill tacreaſcth ic, and 
putteth his ſonne to the Innes of Court, &c, whereby he be+ 
commeth a gentleman, and fo forward, than are all beggars 
in hope. T his one example (eruethto cut off all deſpaire,and 
impoſſibility; yea, prouoketh a thought of the like proict, 
that lycth dead in the bottome of the braine. But if the world 
beginoe torunne alictle on the beggars (ide, his hope is pre- 
ſently kindled, thought ariſcth after thought,and calleth vp 
this dead proiect, his bloud riſcth, his pulſes begin to beate, 
as hethat hath found a purſe full of goldyhe ſtirres about, his 
heart panteth, his minde is in the top of the world,why may 
henorbe a Tamerlane? But of Gods Kin gdome and glorie 
there is no thought atall in him. Doth any man doubt of 
this thatI ſay? Why doe men ſo ſtudy, and breake their 
braines nightand day for preferment ? Why do they ſo wea- 
ry themſclues with heaping vp riches ? Why doe they (o 
climbe to honors ? And why doe they cuen {ell their ſoules 
and bodies-to the Diuell, to obtaine worldly prerogatiues, 
if there were no profit, no contentation, nofelicity in then Z 
Surely they doe not thinke that they.are filling a bottome- 
letle tub,but fore-calt gieat profit,pleaſure,and contentment 
of mindeto ariſe of their labours hereafter, which thing the 
rich man, Zuke 12. vainely boaſted of, Pſal. 459. 11. Their 
ward thought x, ( the vaine imagination of cuery carnall 
heart) that their houſes ſhall continue for ener, and their dwelling 
places to all generations;they call their lands after their own names. 
Euery man knowes that he ſhall die, yet hee laboureth and 
Ariveth , and putteth oft from day to day, as though hee 
ſhould live for.cuer,. The Diucllſo bewitcheth him, yea, ſtea- 
leth 
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leth away his heart, that hee knoweth, and never chinketh 
what he knoweth , he beleeuveth, and doubtcth: Therefore 
faith David, Lord teach me to number my qayes, that I way ap: 
plie my heart to wiſedome., The manifold glaunces, ejaculati- 
ons, and fancies that luſl ſuggeſtctb,and Sathan ingeiteth in- 
to the minde of man, are [trange and wonderfull; But ir is 
more {trange, that contrary to the truth, which heheareth, 
feeth, knoweth, they ſhould carry him away, at leaſt make 
him a mindletle, dreaming,ynprofitable wanderer,likea fea- 
ther in the winde, without all reſolution, The cafe is come 
mon: A foolc hath alwayes a knaue attending on him hee 
kearcth his friend truely counſelling, and caretully admoni- 
ſhing, he knoweth him to be without deceit; yet the knaue 
whom he ſuſpeReth and feareth,carrieth him away. A foole 
is bound to his luſt, che diucll and the knave worke vpon 
as ag » Whigh hee calleth humouring, and fo catch the 
oole. 


Verle 4. One generation paſſeth away, and anorber genera- 
tion commeth : but the earth abideth for exer, 


T He vnprofitableneſle of all the (tudies,endeauours and 
labours of man, whereby he enquircth and ſearcheth, 
deuiſeth.and plotteth continually to finde out a felicity or 
happy reſt, is argued by the inſtable, cranſitorie, variable, 
vncertaine conditien,and circular courſe, both of mankinde 
and of the world, with all the creatures, their effects and 
eucnts, The World with all his creatures is Gods engine, 
for his owne vſe, created in perfeRtion of beauty, wherein 
God ſhewed forth his incomprehenſible wiſedome & good- 
nefle to the view of Angels and men : But through the dif- 
obedience of man, for whole ſeruice, vnder God, all things 
were made, the curſe was layd vpon him, as a iult iudge- 
ment,and vpon allcreatures with him, For in that it is (aid, 
Thou ſhalt ſurely dye, Gen.2.17. There is the curſe or corrup» 
tionof the Soule: And where itis (aid, Cur{ed be the earth for 
thy ſakexdGeneſe3, t7, Here is the corruption of the whole 
engine 
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Verſe 4 An Expoſition, or Chap.r. 
engine,with all the creatures. Now this curſe or corruption, 
is want of created vigour and ſtrength, ataxie, and anomicy 
diforder, iniquitie,confulion,and in one word, Vanitie: So 
chat all this vniuerſe is a maſſe of vanitie, mortalitie. And 
who can bring a cleane thing out of flthineſſe? ſaith ob. 
Who can worke felicitic out of miſerie? blefſedneſſe out of 
curſedneſſe ? profit out of loile ? conſtancie out of inſtabili. 
tie ? ſtrength out of weakenefle? ioy out of forrowes? 
ſoundnelle out of corruption and rottennefſe? life out of 
death ? This thing all men ſtrive to doe, becauſe they nei- 
cher know the vanitie that is in themſelues, nor that which 
is in the creatures, But they doe nothing elſe but heape va- 
nitic ypon vanitie, as hee that ſtruggleth in the mire, and 
medleth with pitch, 

One generation paſſeth away, &c. The words are a Proſepi- 
logiſme, or reaſon confirming the former, drgwae from the 
flecting and corruptible (tate of manzand all worldly things, 
according to Solomons common obſcruation of all things in 
the world. The reaſon may beframed thus : 

Propoſ, If both man and all things with man be inconflant, 
tranſitorie,uncertaine, mutable, corruptible, then are all mens ftin- 
ares and laboxrs vnprefitable and frautleſſe, yeelding no ſound con- 
tentation, or quiet - | 

Afſump. But both man, and all things with man are of thu 
condition, 

Concluſ, Therefore there remaynes nothing no contextation, 
no ſound or durable good whereinto reft,to man of alt bis labours, 

The Propoſition is maniteft, The Afumption is confirmed 


' by an /»dxZion grounded on obſcruation,which is a reaſon 


by many particulars proouing andconcluding an vniverſall, 
againſt which there cannot any one particular be obieed, 
This indxt&on is of all ſuperiour and inferiour parts of the 
world, towit, of Man, the centre of the world, Verſe 4- and 
of the circumference, to wit, of the Sunne, Moone, Starres, 
Heauens,verſe 5, of the windes,verſe 6, of rivers, vere 7, Nec 
in caters contrarinm eſt videre,and of all things, ver/e 8.both 
ſimples and compounds,yniuecrſall cauſes,and their effects, 
One 
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One generation paſſeth , cc, The firlt particular. Noe 
onely particular men doe vaniſh away through ſome extra. 
ordinary diſeaſcs, or outward-calualtics, and their ates alſo, 
but even whole generations ſucceſſively, yea the moſt 
healthfull, rong, and ſound are ditfolycd againe into their 
duſt, and fo is the moſt firmely (etled (tate diſperſed and 
brought co nothing by an vnchangeable' decree, All 
things were created of the carth, and to the carth they rce- 
turne _— 

But the earth abideth for ever. Thevanitic of mankinde is il- 
luſtrated by a compariſon of the vnlike. Man yaniſheth away 
luddenly as, a lower in the ſpring, but the earth,more vile 
than man,laſteth eyer. The earth is as ie were a Stage,where. 
on euery man in his generation aReth. his part, and aftcr+ 
ward departeth with all his pompe and crackle never to be 
ſcene againe, nor remembred any. more, Abideth exer, thae 
ts to ſay, incompariſon of the periſhing generations of all 
things, which riſe and fall,cbbe and low continually.Other- 
wiſc it (cife alſo ſhall melt with feruent heat, and be purged 
with fire, By exer,is meatit till the end ofallchings: Earth is 
put for all the elements by the figure Synecdeche, and for the 
heaucns alſo. The whole cngine ſhall be changed, P/al.1 02. 
25-26, 2 Pet. 3. 10, Therefore man hath no profit of all 
his labour, the fruit of all his contentious endeauours is a 
meerenothing. Forby reaſon of this inconftancie, and flux- 


ibility of himlelfe, and all things, he doth but lay his foun-, 


dation on the floods. He vanitheth away in his ſtudies, and 
periſheth in his labours,as a Snayle.His lifeis buta continu- 
all dying or paſſage to death, and his workes are like him- 
felfe. When we looke vpon the carth, let vs gemember our 
birth and buriail. Our bodies, names and workes ſhall be all 
alike, cuenasthe duſt blowne into the ſea with the winde, 
and as the ſmoake vaniſhed in the ayre, Finally, we are more 
vilethan the earth, for it is permancnt,but we are moſt fraile, 
and _ abide in ene ſtay, but haſten like a Poſt-man to 
our end. — 


* 
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Verſe 5. An Expoſition;or Chap.r. 


Verſe x. The Snene alſo ariſeth, and the Sunne gooth downey 
and hafteth to the place where he aroſe, | | 


He ſecond particular, As the generations of man, for 


whom all other things were made,arc not durable, ney» 
ther are thethings of man, his counſels, and as durable, 
buc new generations differing from the former ſucceede : 
ſolikewiſe the Heauens, the Sunne and other Starresare reſt- 
fetle in their motions, and changeable in their courſes, fo 
that when we looke vpon the Sunne, or but open oureyes to 
behold thelight, we may cleerely fee the Sunne ating be- 
fore our eyes,as itwere on the ftage of the firmament,thevn- 
ſtedfaſt condition and periſhing Rtate of man, having his 
circular motion, after the {imilitude of the heanens, yea,and 
alſo cauſed by the heauens, which are ſecond cauſes or vni- 
verſall in{truments of God for thefoture of all things, both 
elements and elementarie bodies, and in that reſpe&t may 
well be called the baſis or firmament of the world, But con- 
trarily by accident, that is, by reaſon of corruptibilitie, weak- 
nelle,want of vigour in the creature, and in man aboue the 
reſt, which is the efte& of the curſe denounced, Ger.3.they 
are the conſumers, and deſtroyers of all chings. For as the 
Sunne is the generall inftrument, or moſt remote cauſe of 
generation and preſeruation, ( Sol et homo generat hommem, 
faith Ariſtotle, lo by accidentir corrupreth,and deſtroyeth 
all things, and that beth by his diurnall and annuall revolu- 
tion, ts wit, from Ealt co Welt, from South ro North, cau- 
ſing Day and Night, Summer and Winter, with other ſea- 
ſons of the day and yeare. 

To conclude: T he life of man as concerning his bodily 
ſtate, is a continuall paſſage from the wombe whence it i(- 
ſucth, to the graue into which it falleth, as the Sunne ſce- 
meth to riſc out of the earth, and to deſcend intothe earth; 
and manin his itſue or progenie may be ſaid to returne cir- 
cularly againe, with the Sunn, out of the carth, out of the 
wombeinto the horizon, into the world, Againe, concer- 
ning his outward tate, he hath his aſceading,& deſcending, 


birth, | 


SIRE 36. 4 4.1.55 


YT en tabs» ah on _ 


Sita tald ce 5 * 


4% 24... 6 ERR NE I 


Pe IO A T F. k 
Wo OS 


SiS ua tuasd ww + 


Ver.6. Commentaryou EecLESIASTES, Chap.l. 


birth, and buriall with the Sunne. For there is no conſlancie 
of any (late, or kindred, though one continue longer than 
another, as the Oake out-liueth the Aſhe,and the Aſhe the 
Willow, yet all dye,and vaniſh in their time : For the Lord 
raiſeth vp the poore out of the duſt, and the needy out of 
the dunghill, that hee may ſet him with Princes, P/al. 113. 
Againe. Pſal. 107.40, He powreth contempt pon Princes, and 
cau{cth them to wander in the wilderne(ſe, where there u no way, 
1 San. 2. 7. He maketh poore, and maketh rich, hee bringeth 
lowe, and.lifteth vp. So that with the Sunne there isa double 
motion of mankinde; one of life, which is diurnall, and ano- 
ther of ſtate, which is annuall, I meane, the houſe, or king- 
dome of longeſt continuance. Laſily, in this certaine and 
ſiedfalt motion there is nothing but vncertaintie, and vn- 
ſNedfaltneſle, therefore ao fclicitie but vanitie. 


Verſe 6. The winde goeth toward the South, and twrneth about 
wnto the Northzit whirleth about continually, and the winds re- 
turneth againe according to bis circmits, 


He third particular. As the Sunne is wheeled about 

with reltlefIe motion,ſo are the windes allo whirled a- 
bout according totheir manifold circuits. The former wee 
ſee, this we heare, and feele, which teach vsto ſechearc,and. 
feele our vanity, vnleſſe we be ſenceleile, The wind is a nce- 
rer inſtruer, beating on our faces, and ſounding in our. 
cares, Yea piercing into our cares and heads, to awake our 
dull ſpirits, to caule vs remember what we are, what our 
workes are,and what our end, and their end is, So that vn» 
lefſe we beina dead lleepe, drunke with ſenceleſfle carnality, 
we cannot but remember the brittlenetTe of our bolies, the 
incertainty of our liues, the inſtability of our ſtates, and all 
things with vs running in their circuits; as the windy exha-» 
lations aſcending out of the earth to the region of the 
cloudes,are from thence flung backe by contrary and diſcor- 
dant qualitics, and fo run circularly in the aire from South 
to North, or from what places (ocucr they ariſe,cowards the 
ſame places agaiace. Vaine therefore are carthly wiſe _ 
taar 
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Verſe 7. An Expoſition, 'or Chap... 
that thinke their houſes ſhall continue for ever, and call 
their lands by their owne names,as Dawdlaith, Butwhy doe 
they ſo labour in the winde? Becauſe a brutiſh man knoweth 
not,neither doth a foole vnder(tand that God hath ſubdued 
all chings to mutability , and vanity, thatin him onely wee 
might ſceke for durable riches, and the true and ecuerlaſting 
feiicity, 
Verſe 7. eAl the Riners runne ito the Sea, yet the Sea 55 not 
frills wnto the place from whence the Riners come, thither they 
returne Againe. 


He fourth particular. Not onely the winds ariſe, make a 
noyſe for alittle ſeaſon, and then die,after which others 
ariſe againe in like ſort;but the waters alſo are circularly car- 
ried, by perpetuall ingreſſe and regreile, into the ſeate, and 
fromthe (cate of waters,the Sca, As the Sea is the receptacle 
of freſh waters, ſo doe her ſalt waters re-paſle through the 
veines,and conduit pipes of the earth, rained and qualited 
by diuers Mines, and tempers of mould of magneticallna- 
ture,which appeareth in this,thatthe Seais not filled. For the 
earth thirſtech for moiſture, and attrateth from the Sea, as 
the hand, fingers, toes, andall members doe bleod from the 
liver,by many net-like veines ramified all oyer, which breake 
through the breaſts of poroſe and rocky hilles , through 
clefts of quarries, and ſo runne downe into the Sea, from 
whencethey came: Whereof aroſe that ſpecch, Hethat kno- 
weth not the way to the Sea, let him ſeekefor a Riuer to be 
his guide. As it is no maruell thatche bloud ſhouid aſcend 
out of the liver to the higher parts of the body; no more 
wonder is it, that the waters ſhould ſpring'out of the high 
mountaines, as milke doth out of womens breaſts, ſeeing 
thatthe carth, nay, whole nature is magneticall,or alchymi- 
ſticall, Wee maruell not that bloud and milke ſhould be 
ſweere, though we eate (ale meats, and as little cauſe have we 
to maruell at the other. The Fiſhes of the Sea are freſh, not 
ſalt; for the Sea is their element, as the earth is to her crea- 
tures: And when acrcature beginneth to reſemble his ele- 
ment 
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ment, it is a token of difſelution, as when blew. greene, yel- 
low colours, &c. beginne to appeare in the fleſh, which we 
call earthly, and dead colours, So ſprings and torrents are 
the fruits of ehe Sea, or rather the Sea is the aliment of the 
earths bucy, which cor uere-eh her ſale waters into milke,for 
the nouriſling of all that ſpring out of her wombe. Or,whe- 
ther it be, as e+fotle thinkerh, that the waters are conver. 
ted into liquid, or rorid ayre, which 1s ſuckt in of the carth, 
by her magiteticall chirſt,and congealed into many diſperſed 
ſmali droppes,as moiſture attrafted through the poroſe and 
ſupple bladder becommeth a torrent of viine : which va- 
pours gathering together inthe veines of the carth, for that 
purpote ordained of God, breake forth of the hilles, But ac- 
cording to the former doftrine, theſe drops are rather eua- 
porated and (weat out from thole veines, to ſuſtaine and 
moiſten the rootes of vegetables in the ypper parts of the 
earth. As for the attraRtion of liquid ayre, dewes, and 
raines,the earth hath her Syfolewn, & Diaſtolen, her dilatation 
and conſtriftion, which wee call the breath in liuing crea» 
tures, thee continually draweth in, and ſendeth out, rus 
creatures allo are not oncly fedde by the roote of the ſto- 
mach,but by the ayre drawne in,and ſent forth by thebreath, 
which is temperatine of the hearts heate,nutritive of the ani- 
mall and vitall (pirits, and purgatiue of vnnaturall vapours- 
As the humours haue their purgatiue paſlages, ſo hauethe 
ſpirits. The care isa purgative veſlell, as well as the inſtru- 
ment of hearing ; and ſo of the other ſenſes. To conclude, 
which way ſocuer this palſage of Rivers is,they returne from 
whence they came; and ſuch a circular motion is there of 
man, and all humanethings: Therefore in this world there 
is no firme ground for man to build vpon; Bur the ſecureſt 
man, and the ſureſt ſtate ſhall be ditTolued, diſperſed, and 
b-oughtto naught: Whereforelet eucry wiſe man build vp- 
on the Rocke leſus Chrilt , and his worke thall remaine for 
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Verſe 8, ell things are full of labour , man cannot vtiter it: the 
eye is net ſatisfied with ſeeing , nor the eare with bearmg., 


Generall concluſion of all the particulars. As the ge- 

nerations of men, the heauens, the windes, the waters, 
are relUeſſe; ſo are all things in their kindes inconſtant, tran= 
litory,fleeting. They trauaile in paine with man,they groane 
vnderthe burden of corruption with him z and their difor- 
der, enmity, infirmity, milery, corruption, vanity, ſheweth 
forth to man that he is cuen ſuch likey yea, his condition is 
worſe then theirs: For whatſoever is within man, is without 
him; and whatſoever is without him, is within him, So thae 
whereſocuer heturneth his cyes, he may behold his vanity. 
The plaſme, or vetlell of mans (oule, is his brutall nature, 
which we call the body, which isthe centre of the world, or 


vnion of the whole, or an vniverſall nature, wherein all par- 


ticulars are vnited. For doe we not ſec how cuery creature is 
the Chaos to his (cede, as the matter whence it firſt ariſeth 
and itJueth, and thefeede againe is the Chaos of the creature 
that ariſcth, and iflucth thereout, whoſe members, as Danid 
ſaith,erefaſwoned day by day, when as yet there was none of them ? 
P/al. 139+ 16. Therefore of man there is a twofold Ang» 
tomy, one of his body into members, another of his bodily 
nature into coſmicsll parts or natures, whereof he is termed 
the lictle world, As manhath a fimilitude, and proportion 
of members with all living creatures,fo hath he allo of their 
natures, and isan vnion or mixture of their natures, So that 
man is the text, and cuery word in this text hath his Glolle, 


or Common-Place, tows, (ome creatureto explicate & ma» 


nifeſt it- He chat would know the worke of the Spiritin the 
ſimples, the heavens and elements, might know it in the 
compounds, and how one compound ts of like, or vnlike 
conditure, afteed, and difatfe&ted to another, kinde vnto 
kinde,and kindes among them(clues, Allthiogs in their crea- 
tion were placed in ſubordinate order, both in themſelues, 
and iareſpec of others; but by the curſe was chat difſolued, 
and contrary araxte, or dilorder,and contulion brought vp- 
on 
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on them, To proceede, the creatures of one element have 
the proportion, and limilitude of che creatures of another 
element,and is the ſame asnecre as the matter, and condition 
of the clemene will affoord. And cuery clement hath his de- 
greesof creatures, whereof one commeth neerer to mans na- 
ture, than another; and one is more particular and vniver- 
fallthan another: butall are full of eamicy, impotency, mi- 
ſery, vanity, Therefore in the creatures a man may behold 
his condition, his qualities, his ſhame, his brutiſhneſle, his 
miſery, his vanity. For being the moſt compound,and vni» 
uerſall nature, he is ſubic to moſt corrupcions, infirmities, 
diſcaſcs, paines, aches, yea, to all the vanities, and miſcrics of 
all the creatures, but yet according to the manner of hisvni- 
on or mixture, whereby he is indiuiduated, and differenced 
from all. Hence itis that naturall men in the Scriptures are 
compared to beaſts. For this brutality is mans nakedneſle; 
Ges,3,7. ſhewing forth it felfe moſt inthoſe pares, When a 
man keepeth himſelfe in his ſpirit, his nakedneſle is couered; 
when he breaketh forth into pallions, yeclding to his brutall 
plalme, id eff, vetlell or body, his ſhare is diſcovered : but 
when his ſpirit ſeeketh to ſatisfie it in the Iuſls thereof, as E- 
picures doe, heisa very beaſt, and worſethan a beaſt, Fora 
beaſt is but his plaſme, bis vcllell is himſelfe, bug man hath a 
ſpicitto gouernc his vellell, to couer his ſhame,of which he 
is termed a man, But mans naturall ſpirit is falſe, a diflern- 
blery an ignorant,impotent,vaine. It couereth ſhame indeed, 
but with a net, nay,with amenſ(truous cloth, For as he can« 
not abide to be likened to a beaſt, ſo he ftriucth to make 
himſelfe glorious, and by dignifying his perſon, and beauti- 
fying his body, and by diſguiling and masking his beſtiality, 
to beget and maintaine inthe minds of mena reuerend and 
divine eſtimation of him. This is indeede neceſſary for all 
men to doe, as the light of nature teacheth, and for Princes 
and Gouernours eſpecially ; yet cannot the Blackmoore 
change his skinne, nor the Leopard his ſpots. Yea,in ſeeking 
to couer ſhame, he molt of all layethit open, (not knowing 
ſo much) as our apparell now adayes, and the putting on 
thereof doth teſtifie;zand in ſeckingto _ brutality,and x 
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be as a Gad in theeyes and mindes of men, hee moſt of al 
runneth into brutalitie, and becommeth a Lemiathan, Bebe - 
meth, the moſt beaſtlic of all men, Ir isthe ſpicit of God that 
renueth, not covering, but taking away ſhame, not diſgui- 
ling, masking, and colouring, but transforming. Chriſt was 
not naked, nor aſhamed: In himare we builtvp new againe, 
our leproſie cleanſed, and. che workes of the Deuill are diſ- 
ſolued;He that is in him,neede notbe aſhamed of any thing, 
though the world count it ſhame to be in him, Rows, 1.16. 
ShameletiTecarnals know not their fhame, namely, thattheis 
gloric and boaſting is bruitiſhnefle, and devuilliſhneſle. 
ell things are full of labour, By thingr, hee meaneth, 
1-All Creatures, 2. All Actions and humaine affaires,where- 
by hee ſtriveth for this imaginary happineſle, like a foole, a 
madde man, a wilde Afſescolt. By Labexr, he meanecth the 
ſphericall motion, the inſtability of things riſing, decaying 
fading, fainting, falling, fraile,and impotenrzvncertaine,and 
corruptible,inordinate,and full of enuy,one againſt another, 
and all againſt man; and thoſe that are in ſome ſort obedi- 
ent and ſeruiceable to man, are full of crofſenes, auknes,and 
vncertainty, and ſo are men among themlelues, in all their 
courſes and ations. As there is no bond of loue, fo there 
can be no coordination or co-working of things together 
for mans good, nor of men among themſelues for their 


_ owne good. All is rents, ragges, and diſtractions: Euery 


ching is for ic ſelfe, and euery man is for himſelfe, as aragge 
or peece rent outofa garment, or limbe cut off, imagining 
a felicitic co himſclie, but by this meanes running into Gods 
curſe, and mans hatred. Euery man ftriucth to makea con- 
currence, orto bring ina confluence of all things,qua poteſ?, 
totheextent of his power, yea, to turnethe world about to 
his priuate intended proie& of happic contentation, with 
remouing all obſtacles out of his way : But it is too heawy 
a mallefor the wilde Aſle, too difficule a matter for the o- 
ghee that by violence, and ſubtiltie ſtriveth 
to ruſh or ſteale into Paradiſe againe. Bue againſt every hill 
thercis adale,God hath ſet aduerſitic ouer-againlt proſperi. 
tie,cucry thing is crofle, and peruerſe, and runneth outinto 
extremities, 
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extremities, quite'out of created harmonie, and concord. 
T here canno happie contentation be at all obtained indeed, 
but by their reconciliation, ſoliditie and conſtancie.But that 
can neuer be in ſtate of corruption, all things are ſo vacon-« 
(tant, crole, and fraile, yea, fo rotten, like an old houſe, or 
corrupt body, that one part being repaired, another falleth 
downe, and one ſoare being cured, two breake out in ano- 
ther place. Hee therefore that laboureth to make this a 
concurrence of things to obtaine his imagined happinelle, 
doth bur goc about to gather together wilde beaſts of all 
ſorts, that ratrme out on ery (ide, and being with infinite 
labour gotten together, will deuvure one another, or<elle 
all ſet ypon him; and to bring many men together to cffe& 
a worke, that arcat variance among themſelues, and all op= 
polite to him, 

Concerning humaine affaires, they are full of alterations 
andchanges. Common-wealths, priuate (tates,publike buli- 
neſſes, domeſticall wotkes, and aRtions,arcfull ofinconſtan- 
Cie, vncertaintic, crofſeneſle,trouble and gricte. Such crofle. 
neſle is there in euery thing, ſo manife[deuents contrarie to 
mans intendments, that the beſt gameſter hath commonly 
the worlt lucke: And cuen thoſe things, whereof mans 
wiſedame and prouidence ſeeme to hauc- moſt power and 
command, doe fluQuate ypon vncertaineifſues, in ſo much 
that he is altogether vncertaine, whether his intents ſhal{ 
ſucceede at all, and how, and whether they ſhall turne to his 
benefit, or hinderance, to the railing vp of himſelfe, or 
ouerthrow of himſelfe, and that which to day hee hath re- 
ſolutely determined, is to morrow through vaknowne oc- 
curences changed and quite diſanulled. To conclude: Of all 
theſevapities, there is a conſtant reuolution. 

Man camot viter it. An illuſtration by a compariſon of 
the Leſſe, The reuolution, in{tabilitie, yncertaintic, and va» 
nitieot man in himſelfe, in his eſtate, inall his wayes, and 
imaginations, and alſo of the creatures with him, is more 
than man by word or writing is able to expreſſe. How vn- 
certaine, and vnknowne are the ordinances of Heaven ? 
And who hath ſet the dominion thereof in the earth ? 0b 

| C 2 38. 33» 


ID 


Verſe 8- An Expoſution, oo Chap. 
38. 33. Who can foretell the ſeaſons of the yeare by the va- 
riableconfigurations of the ſtarres ? Yet hath God fet them 
for times, and ſeaſons. And one vnſeaſonable Summer, 
or Winter, Secd-time or harueſt, turneth all mens ſtates vp- 
ſide downe y inriching one, and impoueriſhing another. 
Now the ſeederotteth with too much moiſture; than both 
graiſe and graine is ſcorched with heat, and how flipperie is 
monie, and cattle vncertaine ? Man and his eſtate therefore 
Nanding vpon ſuch foundationsis altogether inſtable, and 
vncertaine.And how ſure a foundation is that of the windes 
and the waters? Yet the Marriner muſt apply and com- 
mit himſelf= co them, he muſt obey them, Whether he ſhall 
returnc homeagaine he knoweth not, nor when,nor which 
way, whether poore or rich. And whether the Sea,or Land 
be the ſafer habitation hee cannot determine. As the water 
ſwalloweth vp, ſo the fire deuoureth, danger is cucry where. 
The continent is inconſtant, as the waters, For the earth i 
ful of darkeneſſe, aud craell habitations. All the foundations of 
the earth are ont of courſe, High-wayes,bye-waycs,and hedges 
are full ofrobbers, wilde beaſts, and ſerpents. A-man is ſafe 
no where: One lyeth in waite for his tongue, another for 
His purſe, another for his'body. Againe, things profitable, 
wk good in their kinde ſometimes affordno profit to the 
owner, and ſometimes hurt. Contrarily, things of leaſt ac- 
count, and that are avit were madefor cuill, doea man the 
moſt good, What is good, what ill for a man, by. all his 
wiledome he cannot certainly know, no not for a moment, 
and blinde hope is doubrfull and fearefull, Whence then is 
loy and full contentation? How long could itlaſt if a man 
had it ? The heathen ſhewed forth this inſtabilitie and vn- 
certaintie of mans eſtate, in their card-play, and dice-play. 
For theſe playesarenothing butaſportfullimitation of Gods 
providence, vader the namee of chaunce and fortune, with 
a wiſe diſpoſing of thoſe chances for the moſt good, and 
leaſt loſſe, that fortune dealeth. The: beſt play, ſo the beſt 
courſe,hath oft times the worſt event; and contrarily. So 
Es changeable, and vacertaine are all. worldly 
things, 
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The eye is not ſatiſfied with ſeeing, nor the eare filed with heas 
ring. The former compariſe figured by a gradation, Man can 
neither vtter by voyce, nor by his owne obſcruation per- 
ceiue,nor by relation of othersattaine to the depth of Gods 
wiſedome in his workes, nor yet of the corruption that is 
inthem, Although the wiſleſt, and moſt exerciſed in thecon- 
ecmplation of the creatures, and humane affaires (ſtrive ne- 
uer ſo much toſatisfic his curiolitic in ſearching out the vn« 
knowne paths of Godin all things, yet can he neuer finde 
ie out, nor comprehend in minde the firme foundation of 
God in ſuch infinite contingencies,caſualties, inconſtancies, 
appcarances , . diſparences, courſes, and recourles of all 
things : Yea,the counſels of God areſo deepe,and his waies 
palt finding out, that manimagineth thatthere isno knows 
ledge, nor goucrnement at all,or that he (wayeth great mat- 
ters onely, which maketh him fo truſt to his owne wile- 
dome and prouidence, and thereby to worke out this hap- 
pineſſe conceiued in his vaine minde, Moreouer, the fraile- 
ty of all creatures in themſelues, and miſchieuous diſpoliti- 
onsone againſt another, and all againſt man, are infinite; 
Euery thing is buta Lyon in the grate,their obedience is out- 
ward compulſion, net inward atteRtion, as in their creation. 
But thefrailty of mans body, inſtabilictic of his eſtate, the 
malice of his heart,” the wickednetſeof his ations againſt 
God and man, are wonderfull, his inventions are innume- 
rable. The wicked ſubtilties of a woman in inſnaring the 
fooliſh, and the madnelſle of fooles is endlelle, Salomen (aith 
that hee could not comprehend it, Chapter 7. God one- 
ly is able to deliver a man . The miſeries, troubles, dif- 
quietneſle,vexations of man, inthe beſt common-wealth,are 
manifold and great, Euery one is ſuſpitious, and afraid of 
other, the hearts of men are ſo deceitfull, their {imulations, 
and diflimulations ſo many, & their diſpoſitions fo variable. 
All things are carried by extremity,neither doth reaſon rule, 
norgoodaffetion moue.; Andthis isa common deceit in 
euery one,ineucry matter to makean alledgement,&ſhew of 
reaſon,and good will, when it is nothing but the awe of the 
Magiſtrate, or ſome other compullion,orthatone may _ 
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Verſe 8. An Expoſition, or Chap. 1. 
vſe of another for thetime, In which caſe euery one loueth 
Himſelfe; but neuer one another. ' Miſchiefe, enuy, and de- 
ſtruRion is in the heart of every onenaturally. And a po- 
liticke regimentis a grate for wilde beafts, euery one hauing 
an habitation by himſclte, and Lawes arc iron chaynes for 
madde men: If the chaynes were broken, and the grate bro- 
ken vp, we ſhould be as wildebeafts ina forreit. How ma- 
ny hcadie beaſts are there, craftic Foxes, ſubtle Serpents,that 
by monie, fauour,and all deuices (ceketo wrelt, and cracke 
theſe chaynes? How many violent and moody beaſts,ruſh- 
ing againſt the (ides of the grate, making the houſe to ſhake 
in the parts, and ſometimes in the whole, ever waiting, 
watching, wiſhing, trying now and then to breake all open? 
This is the qualitic of euery wilde thing in hold. Surely if a 
man lookeinto the ſpirits of men, in their dealings and dil- 
ſemblings, hee ſhall not onely fee a forreſt ot beaſts and 
ſerpents, but an hell of wickednefleand miſeries, Allis ſelfe- 
loue and hatred : hence commethſuchfecare and ſnatchingy 
For otherwiſe men would not ſo much care in whoſe pol- 
ſellion the goods of the world were, lecing the reaſonable, 
wiſe, liberall, louing, and right diſpenſation thereof accor- 
ding tothe law of nature, and of Chriſt. Thus it was for a 
little while, As 4, 34. 35. but)that feſtiuall day laſted 
not long, nay rather it laſteth ill among the faithfull,co 
the worlds end. But that is another argument. Here wee 
ſpeake of the condition of the darke and cuill world, andthe 
imaginarie deceitfull good thereof without Chriſt, 

To conclude: Hee that logkerh on the frailty of man, 
and all the creatures with him, the interchangeable courſe 
of all things and ſtates, and confidereth the depth of cauſes, 
and reaſon of things, ſhall be forced to lecke for felicitie,du- 
rable reſt, or happy contentment, ſomewhereelſe than in the 
confuſed, diſordered, tranſitery World : For all is vanitze, 
nothing, to none end, like the ations of a foole, and talke 
of a man in his dreame, This ſecret God reuealethto his ſe- 
cret ones : As for the men of the world, they will be wiſe, 
great, glorious, and doe great matters; they heare, they ſee, 
they lilten, they ſtudy, and ſtrive, imagining that by a fur- 
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Ver.9. Commentary on EccLesiastes, Chap.r, 
ther and deeper reach they ſhall finde good ; For they are 
wilde aſſes colts. As the Sparreves indigitating or deifying 
eAlexander, at his command,contrary to their owne liking, 
wrote; Becauſe «Alexander will be a god, let him be a god: SO 
I write; Becauſe theſe will be wiſe, will be great, will be glo- 
rious, will be what they will be; then let them be ſo. But 
Alexander dyed like a man,in the flower of his age: euenſo 
there is more hope of a foole;than of one of theſe wiſe(mad) 
ones. Toconclude: As the ſoule of man working eſpeci- 
ally by the organs of eye and care, cannot finde perfe& 
contentation in things and times abſent; neither euer ſhall ic 
doe in time to come, forall things palt, and to come arethe 
ſame in their kindes, as the ſeaſons of the yeere are the ſame 
for cuer: Sothat there is no poſſibility that the ſoule ſhould 
be ſatiſfied and filled with good in worldly things, through 
the miniſtery of the chiefelt ſenſes, but rather with irkeſom- 
neſſe, wearinetle and loathſomneſle. 


Verſe 9, The thing that hath beene, it ts that which ſhall be, 
and that which i done, ts that which ſhall be done; and there is no 
new thing vnder the Sunne. 


N amplification of the Argument, or former InduQti- 

on, figured by a Pro/epfe, or prevention of an ObieRti- 

on ſecretly framed in the fooliſh heart, which is a wild, roa- 
uing, groundleſſe imagination, or evill ſuggeſtion of a pol. 
ſibilitie to obtaine a durable felicitie, or happy reſt,in a full, 
firme and (olid ſtate, It is mans ignorance and preſumption 
to (trive for that, which never any yet had, and to doe that 
which neuer was done before : Hee is all for nouclties and 
wonders, To be the onely one is euery mans delire, and to 
this point doe all his ſoaring thoughts aſpire : Euery man 
will needs try his wit and ſtrength irfinding out the means 
to this worldly blifſe,that none ever yet felt himſelfe entirely 
to enioy : Such courſes hee deuiſeth to take, fo farre to tra- 
vaile, ſuch curious inventions to finde out, as neuer yet any 
did. Every man in his kinde and wayes ftriveth, as it were, 
to finde out the ſtone that ſhall turne iren into gold, till - 
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Verſe 9+ An Expoſition, or Chap.r. 
his wit and Gluer be ſpent, and at thelaſt hee bringeth forth 
winde: Ie was butthe crackling of thornes vnder a por. Par- 
turinnt montes, exit ridiculus Aur, With theſe mountanous 
imaginations and windie thoughts Solomon here mecteth. 
The thing that bath beene, # that which ſhall be, cc. Both 
the things that haue beene, an4 the deedes that haue becne 
done, are euen the ſame that now are, and are done, and fo 
ſhall be hereafter, And there « no new thmg vnder the Sunne, 
An amplification by the contrary denyed, to take away 
doubting,and to inculcate the certaine truth thereof. Under 
the Surne, T hat is, worldly or humaine things,ordeeds, T here 
is a circular reuolution of all chings, counſels, deeds,cuents, 
as well as of the ſpheres of heauen,windes and rivers. There 
is a riling, falling, aſcending, deſcending, appearance, diſ- 
parence of all things, Let che profoundelt ſpeculatiſt, or 
curious praQtitioner,turne the edge of his wit which way he 
will to finde out ſome new thing, the like whereof was ne- 
uer yet knowne, nor heard, yet (urc it is,the ſame things have 
beene, and the ſame deedes were done of old, and they-are 
nothing but the circular revolutions of the former. The 
heart of man is the ſame that it hath beene of old, and pro- 
duceth ſuch cffe&s good or euillz it cannot alter it owne 
kinde, but is wheeled about in ic owne ſphere, Some have 
ſought for a felicity in the [tudtes. of Wildome;lomein riches 
and fenſuall pleaſures; ſome in Honour, pompe and. mag- 
nificence: but no man cyer yet found contentment in his 
preſent eſtate, without mixture of gricfe, griefe accompas» 
nying it,or ſorrow fellowing him hard at heeles. Many have 
thought, and thinke others happy,but none ever yet found 
himſelte happy . Sos quiſque patimur manes, If none euer 
yet reaped profit of his endeauours and labours,neither then 
ſhall euer any doe it new, or hereafter. Euery man com- 
playneth of the preſent ſtate of the world, and faith, it was 
neuer fo bad, bur it is not worſe, nor yet better then it hath 
beenc, neither ſhall it be otherwiſe, The ſame complaints 
and diſcontent hath beene, and ſhall begin all generacions, 
If a man live neuer ſo long, hee ſhall neither ſee nor heare 
other things then heretofore haue beene, neither is it in his 
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owerto alter or mend ally thing; for the world is nothing 
bo an alteration of alterations in it ſelfe, A man bath no 
more command of it, thanthe Sea men hath of the windes. 
Some violent and hautieſpirits hauc [triuen forcibly for the 
full fruition of an earthly happinelle, but having obtained 
their delires, that ſeemed fo beautitull a farce off, they found 
theroſelucs no whit the better, but rather worſe, yea, nea- 
relt co milerie, whereof they thought to rid themlelues for 
ever. Therefore it is better to fic (till, than to riſe and fall; 
toliuc in obſcuritie,than to be a publique ſpeQacle of follie, 
as the moſt (ubtile and violent workers of old haue beene, 
and fo ſhall they be ſtill, Euery man bath great hopes, as 
of old, neither can he be ditiwaded from iis vanity,rill old 
age bring him to ſee, by long experience,this reuolution of 
all things, and then beginnes he to diſpaire and tobe weary, 
He is full of teaſtinelle, anger, andimpatience when he ſeeth 
nothing but vanitie, folic and madneſle in men, 

It may be obieRed, If there beluch a conſtant reuoluti- 
on of all things, then there is a certaine knowledge of all 
things to be had, and a fore-knowledge of things to come, 
which a man may attaine to, and ſo obtaine contentation 
of minde inthe ſpeculation of diuine wiſedome, in the frame 
and gouernement of the world, and in this ſortto be vnited 
vato God by communication of his ſecret counſell, is a fe- 
licitie. 1 anſwere, the particular or indiuiduall things, and 
aQions,with their proper circumſtances, are now, and ne- 
uer were before, nor ſhall be againe, but the things and aRi- 
ons in their kinde, and nature, and intent, are the ſame that 
wereof old, They are theſame in ſubſtance,but differenced 
by circumſtances, or indiuiduall properries, and (o is gene- 
ration from generation, Father from Sonne, Man from 
Man, Summer from Summer, Winter from Winter, Yeare 
from Yeare, Day from Day : For that figure, face, or rather: 
countenance of the heauens which isto day, ſhall never be 
againe, or, the eſſence of all things in their kindes is the 
ſame, but their exiſtences, whereby a thing of the ſame 
kinde is this, and not that, are without number : And in 
this reſpet may a man ſay tht there are infinite worlds. 
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Man cannot vtter it , nor conceive it in minde, as was 
ſaid before, 


Verſe 10, Is there any thing, whereof it may be ſaid, See,thu is 
wew ? It hath beene already of old time, which was before vs. 


Confirmation of the anſwere. There was neuer yet & 

ny man that could ſay, thisthing, or ation in the ſub- 
ſtance, nature, kinde, or intent thereof is new, Such a thing 
was we nh ſaid, nor done, plotted norefteRed. This 
propoſition is hgured by a communication, to lignifie the 
certaine truth thereof, The argument is drawne from all the 
Specialls denyed to deny the General, The argument may 
be framedthus, 

Prop. Ifthere neither be nor ſhall be any one thing new, which 
bath not beene of old, then all things that now are, and 
foall be, hane beene of old, 

Afſum. But the antecedent, or former part is trae : 
Concl. Therefore the Conſequent or latter part i; true alſo. 

For if we (hallrecount from the creation till this preſene 
day, and conſider allthe Saints,and Sinners,with their words 
and workes, the manner of their living, and behaviour in 
all ehings, both towards God and man, mentioned inthe 
Scriptures, wee ſhall ſee none other things then wee now ſee, 
and ſhallſee with our eyes,and heare with our cares. Though 
there be not the ſame degrees, meaſures, or extents, yetthere 
is the fame ſpirit, will, delire, endeavour, conceit of minde, 
and atuall performance, 2ua dataporta ruwnt, as power is 
giuen, and way lyeth open, &c, To exemplifie this that I 
haue ſaid, The old Saints and* Martyrs are all departed this 
life, and their perſongll workes done on earth are ceaſed 
with them, and fo it is to beſaid of thewicked alſo : but the 
natures and kindes of both, with all their words and workes, 
are yet liuing, and livelily ated now in the world , and 
ſhall be, as chey were then. Chriſt is enuyed, perſecuted, 
tempted, mocked, crucified to the worlds end, not in his 
owne perſon, butin his Miniſters and other members, For, 
ſaich Chriſt, If they haue called the Mafter of the houſe 
Belzebub, 
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Ver.10. Commentary on EccLesiasTtes, Chap.n; 


Belzebub, much more them of his houſhold ? Againe, All 
theſe things will they doe vnto you for my names lake: yet 
ſhall they not know ſo much. Moreouer, the ſame iudge- 
ments of God doe now fall on the wicked, but they ac- 
knowledge thera not, nor apply them 7er.5.43. becauſe they 
arebrutiſh and fooliſh z Pſa/. 92.6, and alſo the ſame ble(- 


ſings and deliuerances on the godly, that did in old tine, 


and the godly that are excrciled and depend on the 
Word know itz Zach. 11. 17. | 

All bleſſings and curſes were bur caſualties, chances,lucks, 
naturall eftes, and events, to them that belecued not, nor 
applied the Sermens of the Prophets, which cauſed eremie 


. to complaine, Thou haſt ſtricken them, but they hane uot grie+ 


wed; thou haft conſumed them,but they hane refuſed to receine cor- 
reltion, They hardened their faces, and refuſedtoreturne. And 


' why? becauſe they will not acknowledge ſuch things to 
' comeof the Lord for ſinne; but they, and weſtickein the 


ſecond cauſes, we cannot goe beyond the cloudes, windes, 
Rarres,&c, therefore neither are we thankfullto him for his 
benefits. Andif we Miniſters were gifted with ſpeciall reue- 
lations as the Prophets were, who would beleeue vs more 
now than they did then the Prophets? And though our 
prophecies were fulfilled in their eyes, yet would they noe 
{o apply them, The ſame things come to paſle now that did 
then, though they be not new fore-told in ſuch fort z and 
ſhould haue done ſo than, though they had not beene fore- 
told, ( for both the nonage and rudeneſle of the ewes re- 
quired ſuch ſpeciall reuelations ) and the people with all _ 
their ſayings and doings are now that were then. Thanke- 
full obedience procureth the ſame bleſſings; contempt and 
rebellion bring the ſame puniſhments and correQions, 
though they bee not prophelied : For wee neede no new 
prophelies nor miracles, ſecing that the old are ſufficient, 
(vnleſſe God ſhould ſend a new Goſpell.) We are the ſame 
people, and ſuch are our words, workes, and behaviours 
and (© is God the ſame God, not partiall, not vnequal] ; 
Whereforeif the old prevaile not,neither will the new. If we 
want yiſedome and grace to applicthe old, wee _— ac- 

nows- 
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knowledge thenew,no otherwiſethan the [ewes the old peo- 
ple did; [er,5.3. Well,prophelies by ſpeciall revelation & mi- 
racles are ceaſed, but all chings propheſied or taught by the 
Prophets,and theefficacy of miracles,are [til] the ſame. The 
Scriptures ſet forth the [tate of the World for the ſubllance, 
nature,and condition thereof,to the Worlds end,and endu- 
reth throughout all generations,which arethe ſame,and (o is 
itthe ſame, and to be preached to all generations. Thereis 
no man,go00d,or bad,no thought, word, or worke,butthere 
may hee lee himſelfe, his workes, and thoughts of his heart 
plainely depeinted forth, It is accompliſhed, and fulfilled in 
eucry generation; but the eyes of the wicked are holden. 
Therefore if there were new propheſies, new miracles, yea, 
a new Bible, it ſhould be but the ſame, that which now is, 
in the nature, kinde, ſubſtance, and ſcope thereof, differing 
onely in reſpe of circumſtances, To conclude. All things 
whatſocuer a man can particularize, are the ſame, that haue 
beene; theſame I lay,Specizzin kind or nature,not namero,the 
very ſelfe-ſame without individuall or circumflantiall diffes 
rence, 

Herethen is wiſedome to diſcerne the times and ſeaſons, 
and to apply after-things rightly to the former, or rather to 
behold things paſt in thoſe that are preſent; but that is hid- 
den from molt mens eyes, and it is giuen to few to behold 
that which they heare, and reade of, though it be neuer ſo 
plainely ated before their eyes; yea, and he is euen now 
aRing it himſcife, There is nothing in the written Word, 
but it extendeth in ſome ſort ta every man, though man be 
a foole, anda beaſt, and will haue nothing to concerne him, 
but what he luſteth. So are we blinded with Sathan, and 


' bewitched with our brutiſh luſts, that in hearing we vnder- 


ltand nor, and in ſeeing perceiue not, A iuſt iudpement of 
God on the wicked, which hate the truth, and embrace lies. 


0» many profeſling the name of Chriſt,belecuing in God, 


children of e Abraham, (as they (ay,and imagine)are indeed 
the very Princes, Prieſts, Phariſes, and commons of the 
Jewes,that heard,ſaw,touchr,talkt much of Chrilt,and with 
Chriſt, but yet heard himnot,law him not?&c, They _ 

or 
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for Ehatocome,but he wasalready come,and they did vn- 
to him whatſocuer they would, He was already come, not 
in his owne perſon, butin ſpirit, and power. The lewes that 
were garniſhing the Sepulchers of the Prophets , whom 
their Fathers murdered,would have murdered the ſame Pro- 
phets if they had beene than living, and preached as in the 
daycs of their Fathers; and they did indeede murther them 
all in the great Prophet, the Son of Godz TMath;2 3. There- 
fore laith Salomon, The wiſe mans eyes are in his head, but the 
foole perceiucth nothing of all that is before him. Therefore they 
that are now lwing , with their words, and workes, are 
the lame that were of old, Happy,yecazthrice happy,arethe 
eyes that can lee this, and the heart that can vnderſtang it: 
but that is nor giuen to all, The obftinate being conuiced 
of a deede condemned of old, may fay,it is a wrong indeede, 
it is vniuſt, I muſt confeſle, &c, but it muſt be fo, it cannot 
be remedied, &c. Againe, they that doe ſuch and ſuch 
things, haue good reaſons forit, &c. 1 anſwer, it muſt beſo 
indcede,and ſuch reaſons mull goe currant,and preuaile:for 
offences mult be as they haue beenc of old ; butwoebe to 
him by whom the offence commeth, as it was ſaide of olde. 
And they had alſo as good reaſons informer times for their 
mults, as wee haue now for our mults, and euen the ſame. 
Woe be tothe that ſay,we mult doe thus, and this, orelſe, 


&c, 1 muſt doethis,or that or elſe I cannot liue, &c. So the 


Princes, Priefts, Phariſes, Commons, muſt crucifie Chrift, for 
their owne ſecurity, and preſeruation of the Temple, Ciey, 
and worſhip of God, (here are good reaſons.) So Iudas 
muſt betray his Maſter, becauſe he mult have money, Plate 
mult be partiall, and dec iniuſtice for fauour, or feare of the 
Iewes, though he knew the innocent and iult to be perſecu- 
tedofenuic, and ſhould have given judgement rather again(t 
his falſe accuſers, and aided, and proteRed him with his po- 
wer, and garriſon of Souldiers, countenanced him and his 
doArine, and all that fauoured himy and contrarily diſgra- 
ced, and weakened euery aduerſary : he ſhould haue obeyed 
the ſubmonitions of his owne conſcience; but that the wic- 


ked muſt not dogbecaule they haue reaſons to the conn 
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Verſe 11. An Expoſition, or Chap.t: 
The Iſraclites muſt foilow the wayes of leroboams , con- 
trary to the voices of all the Prophets, and (o mult an inhi- 
nite number now adayes be crofle, and hatefull eo all their 
teachers, contrary to the ſubmonition of their conſciences, 
becauſethey have reaſons which many are aſhamed to veter. 
Thelewes muſt be Church-robbers,purloyning,and alicna= 
ting tithes, becauſe they had good reaſons for it, ſuch as we 
haue for our Church-robbcrics:But he chat mult teale,mult 
be hanged,notwith(tanding his good reaſons; ſo the wicked 
muſt doe wickedly, becaulſc he cannot live elſe, or not liue 
fo, or ſo well as hedelires, becauſe he muſt be damned, Hell 
fre mult burne, therefore it mult hauc fuell, 


Verſe 11, There s no remembrance of former things neither ſhall 
there be any remembrance of things that are to come , with 
thoſe that ſhall come after. 


N explication of the confirmation, figured alſo by a 
Prolepſis, Ob, But there are now many things, the like 
whereof wee neuer heard before : And wee reade of many 
things,that have beene ſaid, and done, that now are not; nei- 
ther are likely to be hereafter. e-Fnſ. That is but our igno» 
rance.For timeconſumeth all things: Every particular thing 
eriſbeth, and every deede vaniſheth, but yet in ſuch ſore as 
' ſaid before, Therefore when an olde thing is renued, or 
clothed with other circumſtances, we obſeruc it not, we per- 
ceiucit not, no not when weare even doing and (laying that 
which wee know to haue beene done and ſaid of olde, no 
. more then I#das knew himſelfe to be eAchitophel, and David 
vtterly condemned himſelfe in another 2 Saw.12. 5. The 
Pope knoweth not himſelfeto be Caphar, nor the lIeſuites 
that they are Phariſes- The Phariſes knew notthemaſelucs to 
be the very ſame with their Fathers, to ſpeake and doe even 
the (ame things; neither knew they Chriſt to be Zacharie, or 
Elias, having the ſame, yea, a greater (pirit,and power; a- 
thew 23.29, 30, See their madnefſe. They condemned 
their Fathers, and juſtified theryſelues, becauſe they built the 
Tombes of the Prophets, and garniſhed the Sepulchers w 
the 
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therighteous, and ſay, if they had beene inthedayes of their 
Fathers, they would not have beene partakers with them in 
the bloud of the Prophets. True iwis, if Afofes had beene 
there, they would have fhewed them(elues tender-hearted 
Wolues, For /ohng. 28, They were Adoſes Diſciples , not 
Cbriſts, and yet is Moſes fulfilled in him, and Aofes com. 
manded them to hearehim. e Abraham rcioyced in fpiritto 
ſee his day, /ohn $. 56. and they boaſt themſclues tobe his 
children, Verſe 39, Butif e Abraham ſhould have beenerai- 
ſed from the dead, ( as was Lazar, or as Diges would hane 
had one riſen from the dead to warns his brethren) to haue- 
accompanied Chrilt in preaching & teaching thelc his chil- 
dren; they would haue done the [ame to their Father Abra- 
ham, and to Moſes, that they did tohim. They would haue 
erucified both Abraham, Moſer, and Ecas with him, as the 


Pope would doe Peter now. They boaſt that God is their 


Father, verſe 41, but God was now among them, not in ma» 
teſty and terrour, as he appeared in Mount Smas to their Fa» 
thers at the giving of the Law , but incarnate, appearing in 
their owne nature, humble and meeke, teaching them all 
things in mildeſt manner, with ſufficient teſtimony of his 
God- head : yea, evidently ſhewing forth the maiecſty and po= 
wer of his God-head, whereof themſelues were conuicted, 
Whatblinded thern thus? what deceiued them? what bewit- 
ched them? Evuen their luſts. They were full of pride, co- 
uetouſneſſe, enuy ; in a word, carnally minded, having 
a ſhew of religion and deuotion, in doing the outward 
letter of the Law, and ftrialy obſerving their owne cere- 
menies and traditions, thereby deluding the people, and 
themſelues alſo ; but what the ſpirituall intendment of 
the Scriptures was, they were altogether ignorant. Faith 
in Chriſt their Redeemer, and the deniall of themſelves, 
the world, the fleſh, and the deui!l, was farre from them. 
T hey could not goe before an carthly felicity, a fleſhly hap- 
pineſſe, therefore they looked for a worldly. redeemer of 
their (tates from vnder the power of the Romanes,&c. Their 
deuotion was but a make of worldly craftineſle, policie, 
and deuillſhnefſe , to blinde the people with, and _— 
clues 
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(clues alſo. Thepeople groancd vnder their burden, and ia 


hope of liberty thronged in ſuch multitudes after Chriſt; 
but when ſuch fleſhly hopes failed, [ndas betrayed him, and 
they cryed, Crucifie him,away with him, (hec is not for our 
profit) to pleaſe their deuout tyrants againe , whom they 
had diſpleaſed in following him, Behold the condition of 
theſe brutilh hypocrites. They follow and flatter che 
Preacher of the Golpell. 7#h, 6. 25, 26, 27. Not belceuing 
and humbling theraſelues,as ary did, but like rebellious 
belly-gods,Papiſts,to ſetvp a Pope againlt their King, For 
when they tound himeto be a [pirituall King,Shepheard,Re- 
deemer, they perſecuted him with deadly hatred, and had 
rather be vader any tyrant, thanvnder his ſpirituall regi- 
ment, The Goſpell is the moſt gricuous burehen that can 
be borne,and the Preacher thereof the greateſt tormenter, 
Ah,that Papifts, common-Proteſtants, Libertines could lay 
theſe things to heart | How many (tand vp at Creed, but 
fight againſt the Goſpell ! How many receiue the ligne of 
the Crolle in their forcheads,but fight vnderthe ; Aa ban- 
ner | How many make a vowe to God in Baptiſme, but caſt 
the paymeat thereof vpon their ſurerics, like brutiſh ding- 
thrifts,running out like {ham,and Cain,and deuils,foorth of 
Chriſte preſence,which in (ſpirit cry out againſt their tea- 
cher , What hane we to doe with thee, art thoucome to torment 
vs before the time 2 

To conclude, All that is, and ſhall be done, hath beene 
done of old, but wee know notſo much. Shortanelle of life 
is a great cauſe thereof: For few men liue ſo long to ſee 
the reuolution or circular courſe of many things. And ſome 
things and (lates are of longer continuance than others, 
Moreover,this kinde of obſcruation,moſt profitable to man 
is negleed of molt; but the wiſe obſerver can fore-tell ma- 
ny things to come;or neerely ayme at them, Furthermore, 
the remembrance of things palt dycth with the preſent ge- 
neration, & a wonder laſteth but nine dayes, and but a Bo 
memorable things are derived to the next, which alſo va- 
niſh more and more out of their mindes, and at length re- 
maine with very few, vaniſhing as a ſound or loud noyſe 
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by little andlietle, and asa bird of theayre vaniſheth outof 
ſight. In like ſort, all things, now ſaid, and done in this pre- 
ſent generation of the world,ſhall in future ages be forgot- 
ten, and the like alſo may be ſaid of all things in ages to 
come, in reſpeR of agesfollowing them. To conclude: See 
ing that man, and all things with him are fo yaſtable, and 
changeable,there can no good remaine to man of all his [a- 
bours, no contentation of minde, no quietneſſe of conſci- 
ence. He muſt ſeeke that elſe-where : For his foundation 
here, ſhall be but laid on theſands,and his buildings ſhall be 
but the Tower of Babel, and fall downe like the Tower of 
Siloam,en the head of the builder. Therefore all is vanity, 
If any manthinke that this following is the more natu- 
rall a»alyſ;s ofthis former part of the Chapter, I caſily yeeld 
to it, Thefirlt verſe containeth che inſcription of the booke. 
The ſecond ver{e containeth the Theme or generall propa- 
ſition, The third verſe containeth the principall argument, 
which is confirmed bytwo reaſons inthis chapter, The fir(t 
is drawne from theinſtabilitieof man dying, verſe 4. illuftra- 
ted firſt by a compariſon of the carth ftanJing and remai- 
ning, ver/e 4. end. Secondly, by a compariſon of the Sung 
Windes, Riuers , riling, falling, and rcturning backe a- 
gaine, which man doth not, ver Je 5. 6, y, To which pur- 
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poſethe Poet faith, (atullus. 


Soles vecidere, & redire poſſunt : 
Nobis cum (emel occidit brews lux, 


Nox eft prrpetua wna dormienda. 
The heavenly Larnps doe* fall into the gulf, ”As itſ--merdh 
And iſſue forth againe out of the deepe ; ro them that 
When our ſwiftſtarre of lifeis vaniſhed, —— 


It nerereturacs, in death we cuer ſleepe, 
* Andto theſame purpole 7ob ſaith, There is bope of a tree, 
if it be cut downe, that it will ſprout againe, and that the tender 
branch thereof will not ceaſe, though the root thereof waxe oldewn 
the earth, and the ſtocke thereof dye im the gyoun yet threwgh the 
ſent of waters it will budde,cfc, But man 
yea, man gineth ypthe ghoſt, and —_— i 


ath and waſteth away, 
Lea? Job 14+7-8.9.10. 
The 


caſtcrnc ſhore, 
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The windes alſo are rowled in their circuits, and the riuers 
keepe their conſtant reuolution, they returne backe againe. 
Theſecond reaſon is drawne from the inſtability of all 
creatures, ſtates,and humaine affaires, illuſtrated by a com- 
pariſe of the leſle, which is figured by a gradation, ver/e 8, 
awplified by a prolepſir, verſe 9, confirmed, wer/e 10. 


Verſe 12, 1 the Preacher ,was King ouer Iſracl,in Teruſalem, 


Hex: beginneth the latter part of the Chapter,wherein 
Solomon (heweth that he found not onely by obſerua- 
tion, but alſo by experiencein the ſtudics of wiſedome, that 
all things are but vanity and vexation of ſpirit, both the 
things themſelues, and mans wiſedome and knowledge of 
the things alſo. All things are inſtable, fraile, and full of 
corruption, noſurething can be buile vpon them,no felici- 
ty can proceede outof vanity, no perfeion out of imper- 
eQion. For thecurſeis on man, and on all things with man, 
therefore there muſtnecds ſuch like effeRs proceede from 
them, For a cleane thing cannot come out of filthinelle, 
Tob 14.4. | 

His purpoſe isto ſhewthat hee made ſearch in the beſt 
things, whereinthere was appearance of any good, which 
man moſt delired andadmired. And firlt he beganne with 
wiſedome, which of all other things being meerely tranſito- 
ry, isthe flower. Foras forother things they arc notſo pre- 
eminent, becauſe fooles, and beaſts may be partakers there- 
of as well as the wiſe, ro wit, riches, honours, friends, plea. 
ſures, beauty, ſrength ; but wiſedome is proper to the wiſe 
onely, by which a man is a man,and commeth neerelſt to 
the diuine nature: Therefore true happines was likelyeſt to 
be found in wiſedome. 

The argument whereby he confirmeth the vaprofitable- 
neſle of humaine wiſedome, and things ſeeming good, is 
drawne from theteſtimonie of his experimentall knowledge 
of things ſubie& ro knowledge and (cience,in the reſt of this 
chapter, and of things ſubie&t to mans bodily vſe, chap, 2, 
The things (ubie& to knowledge are eyther naturall with 

| their 
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their cauſcs, propertics, effects, or elſe morall, both good 
: and cuill, both wiſedome, madneſle, and follie. The celti- 
monie of expecrimentall knowledge hee declareth and pro- 
| uethto be firme and good by two arguments, The firſt is 
drawnefrom the perſon ſearching out the knowledge of 
things by obſcruation and experience, verſe 12, Secondly, 
from his diligent erauailetherein,Of this crauaile, Firſt, hee 
propoundeth his counſell, verſe x 3, Secondly, he declareth 
theeffethereof. Thirdly, heexpoundeth both his reuiew; 
and determination or iudgement thereof, ver/e 14. His de- 
termination he confirmes by areaſun, verſe 15. Allis figu- 
red by aprolepſir,uerſe 16, 17. and concluded,ver/ſe 17, which 
is confhrined, verſe 18, 

The firſt argument confirming the certaintie of his ex- 
periwentall knowledge, is drawne from the condition of 
his perſon, (Kizg ) and therefore of farthelt extent, and 
reach, of deepeſt apprehenſion, and largeſt comprehenſion, 
as he thacon an high hill ſeeth tartheſt, and comprehendeth 
molt. Men of priuate ttate are but of priuate, (traight, and 
and particular wits,experienced, and exerciſed in few and in- 
feriourthings, and alſo diſturbed many waies, But a King 
is as the Sunne,comprehending allthings,fuperiour,and in- 
feriour within the compalle of his ſight, and is elevated, 
as I may ſay, aboue the troubled regions of the Aire, ( all 
things being placed vader him) and free from all obſtacles 
| in afirmely eſtabliſhed and peaceable common-wealth, as 
| this of 1/rae/ now was : In a word, hee is Gods vice-gerent, 
; the necreft attendant tohim, of his privie counſell, euer in 
| preſence and ſight, on whoſe hand, as I may ſay, the great 
| 
£ 


King leaneth, Dauid was a man of warre, but God gaue S$9- 
lomon peace with all nations, and all nations were {eruice= 
able to him : Wherefore? T he morefrecly to liye in eale,anmd 
fleſhly pleaſure ? To doe as brethren doe ofc times falling 
| at variance among themſelues for want of an outward ad- 
uerfarie, againſt whom they may ioyne in vnitic of conten- 
tion ? Or that the members of the body ſhould deuoure 
and conſumeone another for want of matter to worke vp- 


onfrom the [tomacke ? No ſuch thing: Forthat is bruitiſh 
D 2 and 


Verſe 13+ An Expoſition, or Chap.r. 
and ethnicall : But he gave him peace that hee might build 
him an houſe, a glorious houſe. Hee gaue him wiſedome 
with peace,to gouerne his people prudently, and to teach 
them thefeare of the Lord,toſtabliſh che whole worthip of 
Godin perfeRtion, according to the Law. To glorihe the 
Lordin erecting his houſe, and ſtabliſhing his worthip, that 
the beauty of burth might be an alloriſhment to the nations, 
that the God of Iſrael might beglorified in all the earth, 

To conclude. his Kingly office is amplied by the ſubie, 
or obic ( //rael )the peopie of God, and therefore the molt 
excellent,and glorious King, Laſtly, by the place, (in /er«- 
ſalem )leruſalem the citie of God,the beauty of holiveile, the 
paradile of the world renewed, the ivy of the whole earth, 
Now being a King, hee wanted no meanes to attaine to 
knowledge, neither authority to enquire and demaund the 
opinions,and iudgements of others, nor ability to get and 
vic all meanes requilite for exquilite knowledge. 


Verſe 13. eAnd I gare my heart to ſeeke and ſearch ont by 
wiſeaome, concerning all thmgs that are done wnder beauen : this 
ſore trauaile hath God ginen to the ſonnes of men, to be exerciſed 
therewith, 


He fecond Argument, confirming the certainty of his 

experience drawne from his diligent erauaile and accu- 
rate endeauour, As hce wanted not power and ability to 
procure and vle all meanes; fo neither wanted hee dcſire 
and diligence : For hee gaue himleife wholly, not onely to 
ſceke by wiſedome to know things,but to ſearch our by ob- 
ſeruation and tryall,according to wiledomethe caules,pro- 
perties, and eft-As,and the reaſon of all things that are,and 
are done vnder heauen. But this hee did not in pride and 
curioſitie, but in modeſty, accordingly as he found himlclfe 
gitted of God, 1 Kmg.4.33. For God isthe father of lights, 
the gifes of his ſpirit are lights ſhinivg in darkenetſe, Wiſe- 
dome is with God,and proceedeth out from the throne of 
God,which whoſacuer wanteth can never attaine to the true 
knowleege of him,becaulc his worldly heart is full of _ 
nelle, 
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Ver.I3. Commentary ow EccLesias res, Chaper. 
neſſe. For God hath ſubdued all things vnder vanity, which 
the blinde world knowethnot, or bur dreamingly noteth, 
(which maketh fleſh and bloud ſoproud ) from which no 
man can rid himſetfe , ſtriuc hee never ſo much , but rather 
doth till,asthe proud curious heritickes did, encreaſe vani- 
ren as folly,as the hydropical body by thirſting and 

riving toquenchthirſt by drinking, doth increaſe the dil- 
eaſe, and intheend deſtroy it ſclfe- The heathen kept naei- 
ther meane nor meaſurein the curious and ambitious ſearch 
of the wiledome of Godin theworld,and his ſecret counſell 
inthe vie of his creatures : But for as much as the end of 
their endlelle labours was not the glory of God, euen ſub- 
ieion to him in feare and thankefull obedience , but their 
owne vaine-glory,praife,pleaſure,toolilhnefſe,impictic, they 


found not that which they ſoughtfor : For afoole,ſaith So- 


tomon(ceketh wiledome and findeth it not,but wearieth him- 
ſelfein a Labyrinth; andſo became vaine in their worldly 

imaginations, Wherefore becauſe they ſought to know God” 
out of his Church,and to afſumethe glory thereofto them- 
(clues by returning theirowne eyes,and the eyes of men af- 
ter them, tocxalt and magnific them z as hee that ſeeketh 
aiſeby the curious deſcription of a cunning worke , but 
orgetteth , yea deſpifeth the workeman himlſelfe, and be- 
cauſe they thought and ſoughtto eomprehend the infinite 
maicſtic and-wiledome ef God, inthe creation and gouern- 
ment,by humane capacitic, and trauaile, without the Spiric 
and Word of God,therefore were they blinded, like the So- 
domites ſeeking Lots doore, groping all their life after that 
which they could neuer finde, attaining onely to ſomuch as 
ſeruedto quicken the worme of their dead conſciences to 

make theminexcuſable, | 

Furthermore , as God hathby a generall decree in the 
beginning laid fore trauell on man to humble his pride 
thereby,in ſo much that nothing can be gotten without great 
labour ſince the fall ;ſoneither can heartaine to the knows 
ledge of wiſedome without diligence : For the gift is indeed 
freely giuen of God,but we mult receive it by theappointed 
meanes. Therefore although hee granted the requeſt of 
D 3 Solomon, 


Verſe 14- An Expoſition, or Chap r, 
Solomon, in giving a wile and vnderſtanding heart above all 
that were before him,or after him , yet he applyed himſcelfe 
to the ſiudy andcontemplation of all things , and to finde 
out the ſecrets of Gods wiledome by carefull ob(eruation, 
andexperience, $0 that in the (tudics of knowledge, there 
is great aflition both of body and minde: Firſt , becauſe 
ſome neuer attaine to true wiſedome, but fall into vaine 
imaginations.and manifold errours,and ſo when they thinke 
to be wile,they become fooles. Theiuſt iudgement of God 
on their proud preſumption,Rew.1.22.Of thoſe kinds of ſtu- 
dics theſe wordes of Selomen may be vnderſtood, 7h ſore 
trauaile hath God ginen,c+c.Secondly, they that are mooved, 
and direed by the ſpirit of God to the right end, and fo 
attaine to wiledomezare greatly humbled with infinite toyle 
as well as the husbandman ; and intheend fee nothing but 
vanity , euen matter of griefe, both in thethings thatare 
knowne,and in the knowledge itſelfe. For they are ſtill as 
farre from contentation and peace of conſcience , as euer 
they were. For no worldly thing can make a'man happy» 
Sothat although a man had all knowledge, without Chriſt 
it isnothing z Paw eſteemcd it but lofſe and dung, Pl, 3. 
= this wiledome, I rather thinke the words to be vnder- 
ood, 


Verſe 14. 1 hane ſeene al! the workes that are done wnder the 
Sunne, and behold, all is vanity, and vexation of ſpirit, 


N the former verſe he propounded his counſell,in the ap- 

plying of himſelfe to get knowledge and experience, not 
of ſome things, but of all things. Here he declareth the ſuc- 
celle or etfe& thereof. I have ſcene all the workes, &-c, 1 have 
indeede by the gift of God obtained that vnderſtanding 
which I ſought for: For I haueſeene it with mine eyes, 1 
have read itin the Booke of Nature, the holy Spitit of wiſe- 
dome inſtruing, and direRing me. God hath given me a 
right and true diſcerning of all that I have ſeenc, and diſ- 
courſed on, by ſanAified reaſon, Euery man heareth and 
fecth as well as So/omen,but no man rightly diſcerneth ought, 
bur 
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Ver.14. Commentary onEccLEsIAsTEs, Chap.r, 
but by the revelation of the Spirit. For a man is a beaſt by 
his owne knowledge, a foole, darkely led, decciued by Sa- 
tan,andſuchlike are his obſcruations, If a man looke on the 


fairc(t letters, and cannet reade, what is he the better ? Solo- _ 


won attained not to this height of wiſedome by reading of 
the naturall and morall Treatiſes of the eEgyprians, Chat 
deans, eAſſyriavs, Grmmoſophiſts, dilſcourſing by imagination 
vpon other mens workes,and culling ſentences out of them, 
eo make aſhew of that which was not in him z wherein in- 
deede many excellent things are buried, as in darke and con- 
fuſed Mines, (yet but wilde fruit, proceeding from the wilde 


. Olive ) out of which notwith(tanding a divine and ſanfi- 


fied ſpirit can extrat good matter , and conuert itinto the 
right nature and vſe thereof, as it may be So/omen did, ſome 
may thinke z but the Kings of //ael were to be exerciſed in 
the Booke of the Law onely,notin Echnicall vanities, which 
commonly we calllearning. What their wiſedome was, the 
Pronerbes, the Canticles, the Sonne of Sirach,the Booke of Wi{e- 
dome, make maniteſt, which differ much from ethnicall mo- 
rall Treatiſes, which are the wilde fruits of wilde trees,and 
wilde ones are moſt addicted to them; ſuch lippes,ſuch let- 
tuce. But Solomon ſaw with his cyes, and rightly conceiued 
in minde what hee ſaw, by the ſpeciall illumination of the 
Spirit of God , which gaue ſuch a | bleſling to his 
holy endeauours, that he became famous for his wiledome 
among allthe wiſe men, and Kings of the earth ; who were 
defirous to heare of the wiſedome which God put in his 
heart; 1 King.10.24, So that euen his ſeruants were coun- 
ted happy, that attended on him, and heard his wile- 
dome. 

Here wee note that there is twofold learning or know- 
ledgein a man; the one is obtained by reading of mens 
bookes , the other by reading inthe Bookes of God. The 
former kinde of wiſedome is imitation, which we common- 
ly call learniog : Ivis gotten by imagination and ſtrength of 
memory:Itisa talkatiuelearning,which a man relateth from 
the mouth of another, not from an vnderſtanding heart, A 
parable is harſh in a fooles mouth, and (o is learning. He 
D 4 hash 


42 


Verſe 14: An Expoſition, or Chap.r. 
hath not, as our Sauiour ſaith , Redicem vel (crmen in ſcipſo, 
Roote, or ſeede in himſelfe, hewants the ſeede or principles 
of that whereof he calketh in himſelfe, It is therefore. but 
ſpeculatiue and childiſh, and as it were an artificiall or pain- 
ted complexion, whereof a-man boalteth, vainely puitvp . 
in his ignorant minde. Hs velunt ſe primos omnium rerum eſſe, 
wee ſunt ; but the other is. modelt and humble, For itis gots 
ten by reading in the Bookes of God. Yet azthe Booke of 
the Word bcing (ſealed vp, or claſped, affoordeth no knows 
ledge; E/ay 29.11. no more doe. the creatures,. when our 
eycs arc held. The creatures ſound out the majeſty, power, 
wiſedome,iuitice, goodnefle,mercy,glory of Godzas allothe 
corruption, folly, ſhamezvanity, and miſery of man- Forin 
chem he may lee fis nakednetle,his curſe. Bue thefoole per- 
ceiueth nothing of all that is betore him : Hee neither be. 
holdeth the glory of God in them with praiſe and feare, nor 
his owne nakedneſle, and brutiſhnetſe with ſhame, If God 
open our eyes and eares , yea, giue life vnto our dead ſenſes, 
vnfolding this booke vnto vs; then ſhall we be able toreade 
inthis booke, the Spirit ſhall bringallthings to our remem- 
brance, ( weheare and (ce confuledly in a (lumber, and vn- 
perfeRly, as children) and hall gioe vs ripe vnderſtanding 
in all things, both eo behold the reverend and glorious wiſe- 
dome of God in his workinan{irip,as Dawid faith; [ am feare- 
fully and wonderfully made, and his ſecret counſell, with his 
goodneile inthe vie of thoſe his veilels, and the «tte, and 
vic of that vanity that is in them.. 

In one gencration may aman obſcrue,and know-euen by 
fight, all things what{ocucr haue beene tanght by word or 
writing,divine or humaneg(ince the beginning of the world, 
foraſmuch as all things are the ſame in their circular cour- 
ſes. But ifa man be not guided by the Spirit, his obſeruati- 
ons are but ſuperſtitious, and falſe rules, his readings errone- 
ous, yea, though hehath read all Bookes,and hath not roote 
or ſecede in himſclfe, ke is but in a maze tolled too and fro, 
hearing and fecing a3inadreame: Ina word, he wants wiſe= 
dome, he hath no learning, Wherefore mcn mult not pre- 
lume abouc their gift, nor runne before they be called ; _ 
WOTIXS . 


Ver.1 5. Commentary on EceLlesIAsTEs, Chap, 


worke according to thcir talent, — 

eAnd behold, all s vanity, andvexation of ſpirit, Aﬀter that 
he had trauelled for knowledge, and obtained knowledge z 
now thirdly he taketh a rcuiew , or refletion in his minde 
thereof, to conſider what bencfit or fruit redeunded , or 
might cedound to him thereby, and withall preſently deter= 
mineth the caſe moſt plaine and euident. And ] when I 
had ſought,and ſcarched, and knowne what could; Behold] 
marke , conlider, and remeniber what I ſay, el vanity ] 
both knowledge,and things knowneyeuery thing was empry 
of good , full of evill, I had nothing but labour for trauell, 
After that Solozzon had knowne all things, not by their ſha- 
dowes and pictures, _— by reading bookes, and rela» 
tion of voice; but ſeene with his owneeyes, and things (ſcene 
molt affe& and pleaſe: yet he found no profit of this his la- 
bour , no contentation, no happy reſt. Why ? Becauſe all 
was but vanity and vexation of ſpirit, orthe feeding of the 
ſoule with winde, The Hebrew word {ignifieth either indif- 
ferently-z- He got nothing but labour for his trauaile, and 
griefe for his care. Contrarily,he that drinketh the waters of 
life, his thirſt ſhall be quenched, 7#bn 4. and he that cateth 
the bread of life, his hunger ſhall be ſatizfiedz 7obn6. There 
{s the true and everlalling foode of the ſoule, which onely 
giucth contentation, that fooliſh.man ſo greedily elſe-where 
ſeeketh for; but never findeth, 


Verlc 15. That which ts crooked, cannot be made flraight and 
that which tz wanting, canxet be numbred, 


- Reaſon why kee found no contentation, no profit by 
the diligent ſearch of wiſedome, drawne trom the ſub- 
ie& or obic thereof, the things themiclues , which were 
not in mans power, and providence, nor retormable by his 
wiſedome, butin the hand of God z Chap. 3; 11, and Chap. 
7-13. Forin all the parts of the World, in all living crea- 
tures, chiefly in man, and civuill ſtates, there is nothing but 
corruption, enmity, vanity,miſery. The creatures, and man 
himlelfe, the ſucceile and cuent of things and bee | 
| crooked, , 


Al 


Verle 15. CAN Expoſutven, or Chap.r. 


crooked, perverſe, confuſed. If a man labour to build vp 
ſome ſure worke vpon the creatures, it is a vaine trauaile,and 
brings forth vexation. For they are fraile, weake, imperfed; 
they decay,alter,periſh, and are ſubieR co innumerableinfir= 
mities and caſualties, which crookednetle ne man can re- 
medy. To ſpeake more fundamentally, every thing in aa- 
eure is peruerſc,and diſordered, one thing is diftrafted from 
another, the vnity of the whole engine is diſſolued, the vni- 
torme ſubordination diſioynted by (edition, all things rran(- 
verſe and perverſe, euery thing enuiouſly eying , and de- 
ſtroying another, through the poyſon of enmity that is in 
thern, asif the parts of the body ſhould fall at oddes, euery 
thing following a corrupt inclination and inordinate affe- 
Qiion of it owne; neither can they be brought inco theright 
frame of ſubordinate vnity, of mutuall duty,and loue oneto 
another, and all co man, or man to man, and man to God, 
by any power or wiſedome of man. The creatures in their 
kindes are allſelfe-loue, pride, cruelty, pernicious, and dan» 
gerfull one to another, and all to man, and man to man. 
They aremiſerable in themſclues, and adde miſery one to a- 
notherthrough enmity and miſchiefe. Some reconciliation 
I grant, is made among ſomeof the creatures one with ano- 
ther, and with man, by the wiſedome and labour of man, 
taming and teaching them, and ſoalſo is there ſome recon- 
ciliation of men among them(glues in a politicke gouerne- 
ment; but the belt vnity, and vniformity,is imperfe,weake, 
crooked, full of corruption, vanity, and miſery. No felicity 
can be built thereon, no contentation can be found therein, 
To proceede,as all things arethus crooked in their kinds, 

ſo is man more crooked thenthereſt, His minde is depra- 
ued, full of blindneile; his paſſions or affeRions are inordi- 
nate; his body is ſubie& to innumerable diſcaſes, It is the 
corrupt veſlell or inſtrument of a more corrupt ſoule: Yea, 
manserookednetlc is an vnion or mixture of the crooked- 
neffes of all thecreatures. This crookednefſe can hee never 
make ſtraight by all his wiſedome, which is crooked it (elfe. 
All humane (cience cannot giue one ſparke of true light,nor 
rid the ſoule from one drop of poiſon, wherewith p D ”» 
ee, 


Ver.15. Commentary on EccLeiasTtes, Chap.r. 


feed: The bloud of Chriſt onely muſt purgeit. The wileſt 
Philoſophers, Naturaliſts, and Moralifts, when they had 
doneall they could,yettheircrookedneſſeremained inthem. 
T he civileſt and beſt theefe is but a theefet What was Alex- 
avnder but atheefe ? And the civile(t and faireſt conditioned 
whoreis buta whore: The whore Flora,deifyed by the Ro- 
manes, and honoured with feſtiuall dayes, was but a beaſt. 
lie iade, What elſe can the truth make of theſe two per- 
ſons ? Such likeindeede differ much from therude, vnman« 
nerly, and ſauage people,yet are they beaſts as well as they, 
The fleſh of [ezabet was but dogges meat, and the bloud,the 
royall bloud of eLhab,dogges drinke, No better was the 
corps of [ehoiakins, Jer. 22:19. then the carkeiſe of an Aſſe. 
Morecouer, from this crookedneile of the creatures, and 
of man, proccede many croſles, vnluckinefTe, innumerable 
dangers, many misfortunes and caſualties in euery belt 
courſe that the wiſeſt can take, and fo is all his labour loſt, 
there remaineth no fruit to him, but griefe and vexation, 
Therefore in the beſt compoſed ſtate of things there is 
naught but deformitic, imperfe&ion, weakeneſle, want of 
vigour and ſtrength, diſeaſes, infirmities, ſicknetles, ſtrange 
calualties, ſuddaine misfortunes, vatimely deaths, which all 
creatures, with man,areſubie& vnto. Againe, thebeſt orde- 
red ſtate, or common-wealth is full of wants, full of 
ſuperfluities and running into extremities on both hands, 
full of cruelties, of oppreſſions, and partiall dealings, and 


that of fauour,enuie,reuenge : Vaworthy perſons are prefer- 


red and honoured, the beft-deſeruing are deiced, vice is 
graced and inriched, vertue is diſcountenanced and ſuppref- 
ſed, In principall matters there is negligence, careleflenelle, 
remilleneſle : Intrifles there is much curioſity and contenti- 
ons; Iudgement is deferred, lawes are diſtorted, and fuch 
like things, without number, which it is as hard for- any 
Prince by wiſedome and power toreforme,as to regenerate 
or reſtore whole nature againe vnto her firſt integrity. If 
weconlider the ſtate and condition of the creatures them- 
ſelves, and one towards another, the defeRiuenelle, crook- 


ednefle, croſſeneſle of all things, with their events and 
calualtics, 
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Verſet 5: An Expoſition, or Chap.r; 
caſualties, wee ſhall finde it to be vnpoſlible to lay any 
ground-worke thereon,whereupon to ereCt an happiceſtate. 

To conclude: Seceing that a wiſe man in the aboun- 
dance of knowledge ſeeth nothing but peruerſeneſſe and 
weakenelſe, the one whereof cannot be reformed, the other 
not helped, neither of them remedyed, hee reapeth no ioy, 
no comfort by ſuch ſights, but anger, diſquietneſle, griefe, 
and bath ſatisfied his deſire, and expeRation of happy reſt 
nomore then he that catcth and drinketh winde to ſatihe 
the bodies appetite, when che one is fatted, the other ſhall 
be contented. 


Verſe16. 1 communed with mine owne heart, ſaying, Loe, I 
cometo agreat eſtate, and baue gotten more wiſedome then a 
they that haue beene before me in Teruſalem:;yea,my heart had 
great experience of wiſedome and knowledge. 


| A* amplification of the confirmation handled, Vere 12; 

13, 14; 15, by a compariſon of all Kings that raigned 
before him in Teruſalem, figured by a Prolepſis{ thus : Thou 
maiſt haplic bedeceiued inthis matter,through partiall con- 
ceit of extraordinary wiſedome, and therefore having but 
an ouerly conſideration, of things , and being blinded 
with the vaile of the common imperteRions of things, and 
follies of vulgar people, and diſtempered Princes, haſt noe 
rightly beheld to what happie ſtate,and contentation aman 
may attaine in this life by the right and perfeR vnderſtan- 
ding of things and by the prouident and prudent carriage 
of himſelfein all things, &c. An. Neither the dulneſle of 
apprehenlion, nor the weakenefle of iudgement, nor want 


| of diligence hauebeeneany let te me in this ſcarch. For I 


havenot attempted this of pride,nor ſpoken it of arrogance, 
as puft vp with a vaine imagination of wiſedome, but I haue 
vnpartially communed with mine owne heart, and haue 
foundthat as God hath giucn mee riches and power, (o alſo 
hath he giuen me wiſedome and knowledge of all ſecrets, a- 
boue all the Kings that raigned before mee in this treafurie 
of wiledome,leruſatem, the City ofthe great King: ies 

oe 


Ver.1 7. Commentary on EccLtsIAsTEs, Chap.t; 


doe I deceiue my (clfe with the ouerly diſcourſe of manifold 
imaginations, and groundletle concluſions, but my heart 
hath ſecne great wiſedome and knowledge, | haue funda- 
mentally obſerued and had theocular experience of things, 
their natures, caules, properties, cttects, vſes, &c, 


Verſe 17. eAnd | gaue my heart to know wiſedome, and to know 
madneſſe , and folly: [perceined that this alſo 1 vexation of 
Spirit. 


Continuation of the ſame anſwere, As [ perceiued in 

my hearc that I had receiued of God a greater meaſure 
of dilcerning,and ſenlibleinlight above others,fo according 
to my vttcrmollt ability, I diligently exerciſed my lelfein 
ſearching out,yeafollowing the eucn trat and way of wiſe- 
dome in her workes,ſo farrc forth as man is able to appre- 
hend , and comprehend her. Conſequently by the rule 
of wiledome I examined che wiſedomes, doarines, and in- 
ficuctions of men,cuen the manifold,jarring, and repugnant 
opinions of men , and the proud errours of contentious 
men,who greedily att:Aing the admiration of their wits do 
by intruding tkemſclues into things aboue their reich be- 
wray great ignorance, foolſhneiſe and madneſleboth in na- 
turall things, and matter of ellatc: / perceiued that this alſo is 
vexation of ſpit. A conclulion of his former reuciw, deter- 
mination or judgement, Verl, 14, To conclude, as | by wiſe- 
dome ſought out the knowledge of naturallthings, and 
found thatall was nothing but vanity and vexation of ſpirit: 
ſo haue I more then that ſought out,ecxamined,and tryed the 
vder(tanding of morall things,good,and ewill,andI findas 
before,thar this is alſo full of vexation z Wiledome on the 
one flyc being incompreheniible , and the conladeration of 
ſuch men, their opinions, and doings being weariſome and 
gricuous to the ſpirit on the otherlide, yea, their madnetle is 
endle(le, 


Verſe 


Verſe 18. An Expoſition, or Chap.r. 


Verſe 18. For in much wiſedome u much griefe ; and he that 
increaſeth knowledge gncreaſethſorrow. 


Reaſon why that ſecking after knowledge,both of wiſe- 

dome and folly, there 15 no contentation of minde, but 
vexation of ſpirit, For the further that aman learcheth infg 
the bottome of things,to giue fuller ſatisfaction to his heart, 
the more griefe he tindeth , and forrow 18 increated with 
knowledge: For, EN" 

Firlt,the accurateſearch, and diſcuſſing by examination 
and iudgement of that which is ſought, is a great affliction 
to body and minde, 

Secondly,when a man hath done what he can , hee hath 
onely attained to the light of that great darkeneſle of igno* 
rance that is in him, Chap.7.2 3.24- which he thinking by 
fiudy to expell, doth more increalc it, that 18, hee more and 
more ſceth into what a deepe dungeon, heeand all men are 
fallen by the linne of eAdam. 

T hirdly,ie is difficult, troublous, full of intricate queſti- 
ons,and diſtracting doubts,cndle(le,and withall tranlicory, 
It isneither perfetive of him that hath it , nor perfeRiue of 
Other men,or their matters, 

Fourthly, the more chat a wiſe man knoweth , hee ftill 
more,more and more beholdeth greater corruption,vanity, 
folly,madneſſe,and miſery, wherewith hts fpirit is diſcom- 
forted,and grieued,his heartis heauy,his minde diſpairetull. 
Sothat he is farther off trom happineſſe then the ignorant, 
that knoweth nothing, For heworketh and cateth,and drin- 
keth and fleepeth ſoundly, beis without care, he is heartily 
merry, and(o is ſtrong and healthfoll. 

Fiftly, when a man hath tranſcended common capacities, 
his darke parables, inſtruions, and counſels, of many ſhall 
be had in contempr,of others hee ſhall be enuyed , and his 
wiſdome ſhall be but the white of a Butto be ſhot at,of ſome 
he ſhall be ſuſpeed,and ſuppreſſed, for Princes are (uſpici- 
0U3 of the godly-wiſc-learned , Ithinke becauſe their rude- 
nefſe and nakednelle lies open to their judicious eyes;which 
made 


Ver.18. Commentary on EccLESiasTes, Chap.r. 


made Nero kill his maſter Seneca; or elle defire ignorance 
that thethouſand-headed bealt might be better held vnder 
the yoke of goucrnment; For if they be wiſe and godly,the 
rude Princes thinkethat theirnakedneſle lycth open,where- 
of contempt followeth. This is ethnicall pollicie. Contra- 
rily, the wiſc and godly Prince ſhall by his wiſedome, and 
godlincſle bind the conſciences of his people,and cauſe them 
to reuererice and dread him,as /ob iaid of himſelfe, This is 
the onely (ecurity of a Prince,as of [ob,D aud, Solomon, lofiah. 
Moreoverif the wife would haue the benefit of his wiſedome 
to redound ro many, he muſt deſcend to their meanneſle, 
and rudeneile, and of a plentifull feed-ſowing moſt come 
monly reape litele,and ſometimes nothing, 

Sixtly,he ſhall (ee che foole oft-times graced, countenan- 
ced, preferred for money,and other liniſter reſpes,when'he 
for all hi3 wiſedome ſhall not be regarded, but be buried in 
obſcurity,and oblivion. 

Seaucnthly, 1f a man vnderſtand all miſteries , and all 
knowledge,and that no ſecret be hid from him , all cannot 
free him trom death, but it ſhall rot in the graue with him: 
Wherefore if a man know not himſelfe tobe inthe number 
of Gods EleRyfinthe curious (earch of all chings,he cannot 
find thatin himſelfe, what contentation, reſt, joy, quictnelle 
of conſcience, what happinelle can knowledge bring him? 
nay rather it will increaſe his ſorrow. Wherefore all hu- 
maine knowledge is vaine,cuen nothingzand worſe then no- 
thing. For when a man hath attained toall knowledge that 
can be comprehended in mans braine , the Devill hath (till 
more then hee:For he hath been in the kingdome of glory, 
and (eene God faceto face. And if a man had as he hath,how 
much (till ſhould he be the better ? Surcly, if a man knew 
not onely the depth of Gods wiſedome in the world , but 
the ſecrets of the kingdome of glory,and of the damnation 
of hell,& alſo could by words vtter them, he ſhould notwith- 
Randing liuein miſerable perplexity all his life , till hee had 
this ſauing knowledge, which ſhould be his onely ioy and 
comfort both inlife and death, 

This onely ſhould ſweeten all the miſcries of this life, 
whercas 
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Verſe 1. ' 4n Expoſition, or Chap.2. 
whereas the other doth exacerbate, and turne all the prero- 
gatiues, delights , and pleaſures of this life into gall, and 
wormewood, There is no felicity on earth but this; feare 


God,and keepe his commandements: For he that hath ob- 


tained all worldly wiſedome,cannot by the ſame worke out a 
felicitie to himſelte in this crooked (tate, and vaine conditi- 
on of all things. 


I; K 2 wo 
ENIEdIC IC DIE DIED OED 
Cararrtex II. 
Verſe1, I ſaid mmy beart, pee to now, ] will prooue thee wth 
' mirtb therefore inioy pleaſure i and behold,thu alſo u vamitie. 


Ra) 0lomon haging found no profit , no happy con- 
21 tentation in knowledge, nor in things ſubieRt to 
W) Nj knowledge, purpoſeth now totry what conten= 


2J tation may redound to him by the vſc of the 


creatuics,all care caſt away, whereof aboue other men hee 
had che full poſTeſſion and fruition, This verſe containeth 
1, a declaration of his counſell about the finding out of the 
chiefe good,by the tryall of another way, 2, his determina- 
tion or cenſure,which is amplified by a note of attention,or 
alſeueration,l [41d iz my heart,c5 0, Ax if he ſhould ſay,l have 
already tryed what profit the Rudies of wiſeJome can af- 
ford ; but ncither in contemplation, nor in experimentall 
knowledge found I any thing,ſaue onely much affliction of 
the fleſh,and vexation of minde;;tor contentatipn cannot be 
attained,nor grieuances auoyded thereby, Well;then I pur- 
poſed in my heartto proue what profit the vie of worldly 
things might bring vnto me : And firſt of all, cis before I 
ſubdued my body to the ſpirit of my minde, ſuppoling that 
the chiefe good wherein the (oulercſteth contented, was to 
be traced out by that path whereby a man commeth neereſt 
vnto God,but found no contentment at all , yea contrarily 
ſorrow ; ſo now on the contrary, I fell into a conlideration 
of the vics of the manifold creatures of God , for mans ne- 


cellitie, 
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Ver.2. Commentary op 'EccLESIASTES, Chap, 


ceſſirie,comfort,and delight. Thereforenow I began to ap- 
ply and exerciſe my wiſedome inthe cheering , and pampe- 
ring of the fleſh, in bathing my ſ{elfe in che pleaſures and de- 
lights of the ſonnes of men : I with-held nothing from the 
delires of my heart, but yeelding my ſelfeto all my bodily 
appetices,as farre forth as lawfully I might,totry what more 
profit and better contentment I,or any other that is moſt 
delighted in this way,might finde in this courſe of life. But 
when I refleted my ſpirit vpon the conſideration of this 


way alſo,l ſaw that here was nothing but vanitie. Forthere 


is no ſtedfaſtnefſe in the things thatconſume away euen with 
the moderateviing,and the body together with chem alſo, 
and the immoderate vie thereof would be a greater burden 
co the fleſh,cthan the immoderate ſtudyes of Learning. Be» 
cauſe immoderation in this kindewould bring a ſure and 
ſudden deſtruction both to body and ſoule, Wherefore nei- 
ther in the moderate nor immoderate vie thezeof was there 
any felicitie,but vanity. 


Verſe 2, I ſaid of laughter, it is mad : andof mirth what doth ot2 


Confirmation of the cenſure: Mirth andpleaſure areva- 

witie, For when I had ſought our and tryed what con- 
rentment epicuriſh and ſenſuall liuing could afford to him 
that is moſt addiaed to itz I ſaw that laughter was madde, 
and mirth reaſonleſſe, both vaine. For indeede the matter of 
laughter is mans ſhame, or nakednefſle; it is follic, or bruta- 
litie to belamented,notlaughed at. For let a man laugh at 
what he will, and but ſmilear any thing, when he returneth 
to ſobricty of heart, andtothe prudentconſideration of him» 
ſeife, and thething that he laughed at, be ſhall findeit to be 
follie, vanitie, miſerie, I meane a ſlippe, or defe& of chat 
wiſedome, prudence,prouidence,and reafon in ſome ſaying, 
deede,or euent which-is not in the perfe& image of God, 
norin man as he is man, to wit, grauey wile, reucrend, ho- 
nourable, perfe&in this imperfe ſtate that nolight con- 
ceit of him, his words, aRions, events in the mindes of men 


ſhould moue laughter, For what matter of laughter is there 
E in 
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Verſe 2. An Expoſition, or Chap.2, 


in the perſons, (peaches, deedes, events of reverend Sages, 
Kings, Iudges,of Chriſt, and of God ? Our Saviour Chriſt 
often ſorrowed, but we cannot learne that euer he laughed, + 
neither yet conceiue at what he ſhould laugh. It is recorded 
in ſtories that the Philoſopher Heracltus alwaics wept and 
ſorrowed, becauſe he ſaw nothing but vanities and milſcrie, 
yea, bruitiſhnelle in all the dealings of men,whether in their 
ſobriety or laughter.Contrarily, Democritzs alwaies laughed, 
What was the matter or obiet of his laughter?Euen the fol- 
lie, magneſle, vanitie, brutalitie of men, which by laughter 
he neither reioyced at nor approued, Finally, whenſocuer a 
man laugheth at things great or ſmall, let him by gathering 
onething of ancther but diueto the ground of his laughter, 
and he ſhall inde ſome matter of griefe and repentance,both 
in the perſon, or thing laughed at, and in him(clfe,or atlca(t 
in the one. For if «Adam had never fallen,there ſhould never 
bauebcene laughter, nor weeping, but an heare polleſt with 
heauenly ioy, cuen ioyfull ſobriety. 

The epicuriſh and ſenſuall laughter therefore that So/o- 
mon here ſpeaketh of, is madneſle, cuen the corruption and 
intemperance of reaſon,the froath of vaine imaginations,the 
ſuperfluity ofthe ſpleene,corrupted by the fall, and bewray- 
eth oft reimes much (innein the ſoule, which bringeth griefe 
and repentance. And as laughter was madnefle, ſo was 
mirth varcaſonableneſſe,or fooliſhnefle, For it neither cau- 
faily bringeth out of it ſelfe,nor yet accidentally occalioneth 
any profit, 

It is ſhort, and vaniſhing,dying with the ation , like the 
firoke of an inſtrument, and the taſte of honey : The one 
whereof in the continuall vie groweth weariſome , and is 
in the end the greateſt toyle ; the other groweth bitter, and 
is in theend very loathſome: Neither affoord ſolide content. 
ment, For hee that makeththe time of this life but a play,is 
as hee that maketh it buta market: Both ſkall receiue the 
ſame iudgement ; the one for his Iouilry , as the leud lauils 
of theſe dayes tearme it, the other for his drudgery. Both are 
their owne Idols, oppelite one to another, and both to 
God. Therefore are both, the carefulneſſc of the one , and 

| Care- 


7 I — —— — — 


Ver. 3. Commentary onEccizsiasrtes, Chap.2, 


carefulneſle of the other, a burden to the conſcience. So 
that in laughter and mirch, wine and women, ditſolutenetle 
and luxury,thereis no felicity,but vanity , no contentation, 
bur deſperation. Yet notwithſtanding all this we mult put a 
difference betweene the common frailety of mans nature, 
which God paſleth by,and thefinful laughter of the wicked, 
Verſc 3. 7 ſought in mine heart to Line my [elſe unto wine (yet 
aquamting mine heart with wiſedome) and to lay bold on folh, 
till [ might ſee what was that good for the ſonne: of wen, which 
they ſhould doe under heanen allthe dajes of their bife, 


Nexpolition or declaration of Selemens counſell con- 

cerning the finding out of the chiefe goodby the eryall 
of another way , which is the exerciſe of his wiſedome in 
pompe,and magnificence,to the end of thetenth verſe. Firſt 
he found nv content in the ſtudies of learning, or ſpeculati- 
ons of the minde : Secondly, he found letſe comfort in the 
contrary courſe,bodily pleaſures : Now thirdly hee will try 
tie ni/xt or middlecourle,in the right vic of all worldly de- 
lights, and Dodily pleaſures,according to the direion of 
wiſedome, which is the glory of a King,cuen thatthing which 
all men count happinciſe. Andfor the attainment of his in- 
tended purpoſehe fared till deliciouſly , and by wiſedome 
beheld the follies and vanities thereof : Namely, ow Princes 
wanting wiſedome, abuſed themſelues in the diflolute and 
immoderate vſe of theſe delights , & all prerogatiues, yea oft 
times transformed themſelues into the natures of beaſts,that 
ſo he mighe behold the true and right vſethereof , and con- 
ſequently find out,yea worke out a perfet contentation to 
himſelfein ſuch an happy ſtateduring the time of life,as ma- 
ny men haue dreamed of,andaimed at, but none for lacke 
of wiſedometo enter into,and keepe theright path, haue at- 
tained. Asthe Alehymiſts hold a polibility of making their 
Philoſophers tone, to turne yron into gold; ſo doe men 
imagine a polibilitie of a worldly felicitieto change ſinful 
wretches intogods, But as the moſt learned could never 


find the one, ſo neither ſhall the moſt wiſe and wealthy euer 
| E 2 find 
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Verſes «An Expoſition, or Chap.2. 
find the other. For this cauſe doth God lay ſore trauaile, 
and croſſes on men, to humble their pride thereby. Forwe 
children of «Adam would faine be as Gods; Ger.3.5. 6. We 
ſtrive violently to runne backe into Paradiſe againe, bur that 
is done away, and another is ſet beforevs,into which earthly 
dregges haue no deſire to enter : For the Eele loueth the 
muJde, not the chriſtall Springs, and the Toade loucth 
ſcumme and ditches, not the Pallace. 


Verſe 4. 1 made me great worker, I builded houſes, I planted me 
Umeyards, 


AX? hypetypoſis or lively deſcription of the aRing and ef- 
feing of his counlell, ro wit, his worldly powpe, and 
magnificence,by an enumeration of diuers particulars, Firſt, 
he propoundeth the ſame generally; 7 made me "ap workes. 
All che workes that I did were curious, and coſtly, as mans 
wit could deviſe the manner, and the world could afford the 
matter,So that the ſeate of my Pallace in all the workes theres» 
of, was as it were a reſemblance of the World,and the glory 
thercof, that mine eyes, and ſenſes being filled with what 
pleaſures and delights my heart could imagine, I might en- 
toy full contentment, To which purpoſe 1 built me houſes 
moſt large and ſpacious , whoſe timber workes were of Ce- 
dars, and pillars of Almug trees; I made me Chambers and 
Galleries for all vſes,for neceſlary vies,for delights,and plea- 
ſures, for ſvlitarineſle, and private meditation , for Summer 
and Winter, &c, For Cedars and liluer were as plentifdfll with 
me; as ſtones in the ftreetes, and Sycomore trees in the dales. 
Of gold I hadabundance. For there came yeerely (ixe hun- 
dred lixty lixe talents of gold, belides that which I had of 
Merchant men, and ſpice Merchants, of the Kings of Ara- 
bi4, and Gouernours of the Countiey, I made me a great 
throne of Iuory, and over-laideit with the belt gold, the like 
whereof wasnotin any Kingdome, All my drinking veſſels 
were of gold, and all my veſlels of the Forreſt of Lebanon 
were of pure gold, I had alſo abundance of precious ſtones, 
lewels,ſpices, oyntments, odours, and what precious things 
the 


 Ver.5. Commentary on EccLESIASTEs, Chap-4, 
the earth could affoord, wereſent to me for preſents, I had 


twelue Officers ouer all //rae/, to prouide vicuals for mt, ec, 


and my houſhold, I had for one dayes proviſion thirty mea» 
luresof fine flower, and lixty meaſures of meale, ten fat 
Oxen,and an hundred Sheep, belides Harts,and Roe-bucks, 
and Fallow Dcarc, and fatted Fowle. So that the meate of 
my Tabkc, che lieting of my Seruants, the attendance of my 
Miniſters, and their apparell, my Butlers, &c. werean aſto- 


niſhmentto Princes. Moreouer, I had foure thouſand (tables , ch1on.g. 25. 
of Horſes for my Chariots, ten Horſes in euery Stable, for- 1 Kings 4- 26. 
ty thouſand in all. I had foureteene hundred Chariots, (47-10-26. 


and twelue hundred Horſemen. I made me two hundred 
Targets of beaten gold, ſixe hundred ſheckles went to one 
Targcr, I made me alſo three hundred ſhields of beaten gold, 
three pound of gold went to one ſhield» Allo I wasat peace 
with all Kings, which did reverence to me, and ſent me pre- 
ſents, who were delirous to hcare of my wiſedome, and of 
my workes, My Princes and Officers alſo were loyall and 
faithfullco me. Sothat I enioyed thefulneile of proſperity, 
and ſecurity. And becauſeno pleaſantthing might be wan. 
ting to me, I planted me vineyards, and furmihed chem with 
the choyſeſt Vines of all ſorts, 


Verſe 5. Imademe Gurdent, and Hortyards,and Iplented trees 
is thews of all kinde of fruns, 


Econdly, I made me alſo Gardens, contriued by the art 

of the beſt workemen, and filled them with all manner of 
pleaſant plants,and hearbes. I mademe ey plan- 
red therein trees of all kindes of fruites, pleaſant to my light, 
and delightfullto my taſte, reſemblng euenthe Garden of 
GOD. 


Verſe6. 1 made me pooles of water, to water therewith the wood 
that bringeth forth trees. 


Hirdly, Imade me alſo Ciſternes to conuey waters from ' 


the Springs, and Fountaincs, to water wy Gardens and 
E 3 | Hort- 
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to prelerue them freſh and greene for the pleaſure of mine 
eyes, and to make their lowres and fruites more beautifull, 
and delicious, 


Verſe 7. 1 got me ſeruants and maident, and had ſeruants borne 
in my houſe, alſo I had great poſſeſſions of great and [mail Cat- 
tle, abone all that were m [etulalem before me. 


"Ourthly, I got me alſo men-ſeruants and maid-ſeruants, 
ſuch as had beene well trayned vp, and were he for thc 
ſeruice of Princes, both in regard of their perſons and quali- 
ties. I had alſo others borne in my houſe, the children of 
Captiues, cuen the choyleſt, and beſt qualified of thoſerhat 
had beene taken captiues in the warres. Alſo I had great pol- 
ſeſſions of Cattle, both of Oxen and Shcepe, of Horſes, Ca- 
mels,and Mules, partly for the proviſion of my Houle, part- 
ly for other vics, aboue all that were before mee in /erw- 
ſalem. 


Veiſe 8. I gathered me alſo filuer and gold , and the peentiar 
treaſure of King, andof the Proninces : ] gat mee men-ſmgers, 
and women- ſingers, and tbe delights of the ſounes of men, as mu- 
ficall inſtruments, and that of all ſorts, 


Iftly, alſo of fluer and gold, I had abundance, which 

yeerely came vnto me, belides that which came once cue- 
rice three yecres from Tarſbiſh, for veſlels and veenſils , for 
the beautifying of my houſe, for ſhields and targets, and o- 
ther vſes; and other precious treaſures, which for their rare- 
neile and beauty,Princes value athigheſt rate,and arethere- 
fore peculiar to them, I got me allo men-lingers, and wo- 
men-lingers, that both had perfeQskill and pleaſant voyces, 
that not onely the ſhrilneſle of the quauering treble,and-the 
grauity of the deepe baſe, and the delightfull medioarity of 
the mixt tenor mitigating the ſharpenelle of the one,and cle- 
uating the flatnetile of the other, might refrefh my ſpirits with 
their plealane ayre;but alſo thatthe ſong it ſelfe might affeRt 
my 


Verſe 5.8. An Expoſition, or Chap.2. 


| Hortyards,and other trees therewithin thetimes of drought, 
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my minde with the lightſome ayre of pleaſant thoughts, in- 
linuated by the pleafing deceits of harmonicall allurements, 
to remoue the impreſlion of penſivemelancholy,and to pa« 
cife theſurges of cholericke fancies, that ſuchobieRs being 
ſtolne away from my minde vnawares,ascares are by lleepe, 
I might be retrated from the diſturbance of intemperate 
paſſions, I hadalfo thedelights of the ſonnes of men, euen 
all kindes of muſicall Inſtruments. The Hebrew words are 
Schaddab, Schiddeth, id eſt, deuatation,and deuaſtationg, or 
ſpoyle, and (poyles, and ſignifieth the faireſt women taken 
captiucs in the ſacking of a City, as Xamtsc Pagnine tranlla- 
teth it, which thing was the common cuſtome of old times. 
The words afore-going, delights ef the ſonnes of men, import 
as much, being, as I thinke, more properly related to Sole- 
worn; three hundred Concubines, which were the faireſt wo. 
men of captiuitics, For as Wife and Children are termed 
the pleaſures of the eyes, and Idols the delight of theeyes 
ſo alſo may theſe be termed the delights of the ſonnes of 
men, in thole warlike times; 1ud.5. 30. Hare they not fped # 
haxe they dimided the prey to enery man a damozell or two? which 
was a [peciall reward, But Tremel5 tranſlateth it, Sywpho- 
wie, and Symphonies, that is, all kindes of mulicall Inftru- 
ments, as itis in our Engliſh Tranſlation, For melody is a 
mixture of like, and vnlike voyces, or of like, and volike 
ſounds, in the mixture and temperature whereof, one isſo 

refrated and retuſed by another, that of them all, Sywpho- 

nie, ideſt, a diſcordant concordarileth afterthe imitation of 
the elements refrated in an harmonicall mixture in com- 

pound bodies, Now mulicke is delighttull ro young men, 

and may wellbe thus termed, 


Verſe 9. So ] was great, and mcredſed more then all that were 
before mee in leruſalem: alſo my wiſedome remained with 
mee, 


Concluſion containing an amplification of his pom- 

pous magnificence,by a compariſon of all his predecel- 

ſours. I became great both in pom: and wealth, —_— 
4 an 
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Verſe 10-11. An Expoſition, or Chap.2. 
and glorious abone all. Neither inthis royal! ſplendour was 
l intemperate, giving the reines to inordinate affeQions and 
luſts, bu: I behaved my ſelfeborh in thegetting and vſaze of 

theſe things, according to the direion of wiſedome, that. 
I might both freely without checke of confcience reioyce 
in them, and alſo be admired and honoured in the mindes 
and hearts of mine owne ſubieas, and forraine Princes, 


Verſe 10, eAnd whatſoeuer mine eyes deſired, I kept not ſrom 
them, { with-held not mme heart from any uy: for my heart re. 
_ in all my labour , and this was my portion of all my Ia- 


onr. 


Ixtly, moreouer beſides theſe particular prerogatiuves, 
hereof I hauemade mention by name, I with-beld no 
delights from my ſenſes, which either by the wiſedome of 
my minde, ot by the fubmoniſhing inclinations of my ſen- 
ſes I perceiued to affoord accelle of joyfuil contenement.. 
Neither did 1 ſuppreſlethe fancies of my heare with checke, 
or delay, but it reioyced in the ealie, ſpeedy, andfull artaine- 
ment thereof, Therefore my heart retoyced in all my labour 
which I tookefor the ioy of my heart, And this was the por- 
tion of all my labour, euen co reioyce my fellein thevieof 
= things. T hus farre of the triall.of the third way to 
elicitie, | 


Verſe 11, Thew I looked on all the worker that my hands had 
wrought, and on the labor that I had labonred to doe t and be- 
hold all was vanity , and vexation of (þirit z and there was no 
profit under the Sunne, 


N expolition of So/omens counſell, in the review of his 

pompeous magnificence, and of the euent therecf, Af- 
ter that by wiledome | had cftced all that was in mine heart 
to do,and gotten what comfort,contentment andioy could 
be affoorded to my heart in the pollcſſion, light, and vic 
thereof, the teltimony of other Kings and Princes in their 
admiration of my roy2ll ſpkndour,allo turthering and con- 
firming 


Ver.12. Commentaryon EccLes1AsTEs, Chap.2; 


firming in me the conceited hope of happinetle : then vpon 
ynpartial reveiw of all ny glory,according totrue wiſdome, 
withour deceittull flattery of my felfe, I ſawno profit, no 
ſolidity,no.perpetuity,bur changeablenetle, and chanceful. 
nefſe butch in thepartsandin the whole. For both the things 
themſclucs are ſubieRecocalualtics,and alterations,and how» 
ſocucr in time to vanith quite away, and alſo ageit (elfe ma- 
keth che moſt delighttull things wearifome, So that what 
felicity ſo cuer men,through theerrour of their mindes,raay 
imagineto themſclues, or the things of the world 'may occa» 
fion them to hope for, bytheir deceitfull ſhew promiling 
what they cannot performe ; yer there is no ſuch profit, no 
ſound tranquility, no conſtant reft in them, all things being 
vncertaine, fleeting , ſubiet to diſſolution by a thouſand 
waycs,ſome apparent,ſome (uſpeRed, moſt vynknowne, hol- 
ding che vnſtable minde, and doutrtfull heart alwayes in vn- 
quiet {ulpence. Therefore by reaſon of this vanity, they are 
a vexation to the ſpirit,giuing no more contentment there» 
to,thenlight wind doth to the hungry appetite and empty 
ftomacke. Neither indeed can the armies of heauen and 
earth afford it, becauſe God hath ſubdued all things vader 
Vanity. 


Verſe 12- efud 7 turwed my ſelfe to behold wiſedeme, and mad 
ueſ[e,and folly : for what cax the man doe , that commetb after 
the King ? enen that which bath beene already done. - 


A? expoſition of his counſelt in the review of the two 
former wayes to feliciry,zo wit, of wiſedome,and bealti- 
all ſenſuahtie,and alſo fooliſhnetTe,with a confirmation there 
of. Wilcdomeand madnefſe are quite contrary, Madnelle 
is inconlideratenes,raſhnetTe,cpicuriſhnetſe, mirth, and iolli- 
ty,withontall care. Folly ſeemeth herero be a mixture of 
both, But wiſedome in the wicked cannot be tearmed wiſe- 
dome,bur worldly craitinetTe,bruriſh,or diabolicall (ubriley. 
The Hebrew is S*&belxth,of the verbe,Sakal, i. prevus, diftor- 
1x6, per vers ſuit, thar is, wicked, frowar4.perucrſe,turning a» 
ide out oithe righe way.Such wile men,as the world —_ 
tct 


Verſe 12. An Expoſition, or Chap.2. 


'reth wiſedomezare in the Scriptures termed brutiſh,and foo- 
liſh ley.1 0,8, And beaſts cucry where, becauſe their wiſe» 
dome is onely exerciſed in fulfilling their brutiſh appetites, 
and fleſhly lufts , which is athing common co man with 
beaſts,neither canthe vnregenerate dootherwile.1 [oh.2.16 
A foole is either naturall or ſpicituall, Thenaturall fooleis 
cither reaſonable,or reaſonletiTe, The reaſonable is hee that 
wiſely and prudently ordereth bimſelfe according toreafon, 
which reaſon notwithſtanding is corrupt and limited to 
luſt, Rews 1.22 1 76.2.16, Sothat in him there is nothing 
but folly and wickednelſle. Such a foole is euery man vnre- 
generate, P(al.14 1.2, Thereaſonletlc foole, iscither he that 
hath not ſound reaſon,whoſe principles of reaſon are crackt, 
broken and confuſed, but yet to his power doth wickedly ; 
or clſe that hath reaſon; but vieth none, being captiue to his 
lufts,of whom thereis leiſe hope than of the other. To this 
foolc,ſhame and reproch belongeth. He isfull of miſchiefe, 
proud,wilfull,wrathfull,reuengefull,raſh, and is inwrapped 
in many dangers, and troubles, For as he gloryeth in his 
craft,and is miſchieyous, ſo miſchiefe falleth on him, it is his 
portion. The (pirituall foole is every carnall Profeflour of 
the Goſpel in outward ſhew without the power thereof,who 
hath agenerall illumination,confuſed , and broken princi- 

les, but his manners and all his courfesare heatheniſh , and 

rutiſh, being captiuatedto his luſts. Yeay and he is a foole 
alſo,that hath vnderſtanding,knowledge and learning, but 
yet ſerueth not God but his owneluſts thereof, decciuing his 
owne heart. There are abundance of ſuch fooles now a 
dayes. Of all theſe fooles Solomon here ſpeaketh , bue more 
(pecially, [chinke,of the reaſonlelle fooles. To diſcouer the 
vanity,and folly of (pirituall fooles more at large. This foo- 
liſhnelle isthat common mediocrity or meane,whichworld- 
ty wiſe-men, policitians, and moraliſts, and all fooles doe 
alſly imagine to be vertue,or thebelt profefſion,which con- 
liſteth in the middle of their extreames. But in caſe of religi- 
on, their darke hearts never rightly conceived what either 
extreames or middles were, For thiscommon meane, is a 
mixeure of light with darkenelle, good with evil, ſweet with 
ſowre, 


Ver.12. Commentary on EccunsiasTes, Chap.2, 


{owre,wiledome with ſenſuality , pretious with vile, religion 
with carvality, But ſuch indifferences are hatefull andloath- 
ſome before God, and vpright men, This the Scriptures 
tearmefolly, and fuch wiſe ones, fooles and hypocrites, 
Math, 13. | 

Vaderttand therefore the deceitfulneſle of the heart, and 
the delulion of Sathan,euen that deepe ſophiſtrie, by which 
whole multitudes doe perifh,yea euen all,except the very E- 
let. For what is that common wiſedome reaſon , indiffe- 
rence,honelty of men, but acertaine mediocrity or meane 
mixt of linnen and woollen, of fowre with {wece, of celigion 
with fleſhly morality ; asthough that allthings,religion and 
all ſhould onely tend,and ayme at a happy worldly ſtate,or 
glorifying of the fleſh or outward man, or toapproach as 
neere to this marke as may be, This was the finne of Saul. 
He did not aime at the ſole glory of God, but miogled the 
holy commandement and his owne luſt, evenhisvaine-glo- 
ry,together, He would not loofe his owne glory in that tri- 
umph : Therefore Same told him that hae was become & 
foole, 1 Saw,13.13. Such foules were the Iſraelites. x Kings 
$8.21.and£xod,; 1,1.Such fooles werethe Phariſes,Princes, 
peopleof the tewes. The diſciples being yer but rude, and 
weake weretaintcd with this folly, /ob.12,22. Yetin them ir 
was but infirmity,becauſe they were in Gods eleRion , and 
aQually beleeued, and followed him in ſincerity, Eucry pro» 
fetſour of the Goſpel,nort inwardly renved by the ſpirit of 
fanRification is a foole, but we mult cake heed of judging, 
and cenfuring ; For the worke of the ſpirit in the regene- 
rate is not to make a mixture of heauenly & carnal] things, 
but by mortification to ſubdue allthings to himſelfe, even 
to conuert the whole man inward and outward into (pirit, 
to bring cuery thoughe and imagination , euery word and 
worke into captiuity vnder Chritt, which is true wiſedome 
and liberty. So that whereas it is (aid,that in ſtate of grace 
we are partly fleſh, partly ſpirit,in all our ations and affcRi= 
ons,it is not meant of mixcure , for where there is mixture, 
there is no ſound,no ſaving conuerlion,but the Foxe will to 


his kinde z butthat we are as the ruſty le0a in the fire, the. 


men 
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Verſe 12. An Expoſition, or Chap.2. 


menſtruous or filthy rag in the fullers ſoap,nay rather Laza- 
rus dead in the graue,into whom the foule being re-entredy 
cauſeth motion of the ſpirits, firſtin the heart, than of the 
pulſes,and bloud,then of a leg,or arme,&c.ti}] atlength he 
be riſen wholly out of the graue,and at laſt brought to his 
former ſtate of life , and lois death ouerceme of life, But 
whatthis meaneth,our common, honeſt,rcaſonable,wiſe,in- 
diffcrent minded men, neither will nor can conceiue, For 
they know notthroughthe hardnelle of their hearts,that the 
ground of their Chriſtian profeſſion, is the veter denyall of 
themſelues,or the vtter deſtruRion of the fleſb, and the beſt 
things thereof,as enmity to the grace of Chriſt, Rew. $. 7. 
Phil. 3.7. that they might be wholly in him, and for him, 
z Cor.6.19.20, which is the maine ſcope of this preſent 
treatiſe of So/omen,. To redreile this beautifull, but funda- 
mentall euill, let vs remembers and lay to heart theſe two 
Texts of Scriptures. The firlt is Daxids charge to Solomon 
his ſonne,2 Chren.2 $8.9, eAnd thow my ſonne Solomon, know 
thou the God of thy father, and ſerue him with a perfelt heart, 
and willing minde : for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and vnder- 
ſtandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. T he ſecond,is the 
ground and life of cuery wordand worke,which maketh it 
acceptable inthe (ight of God. Rem.14-23, Fhatſoencr is not 
of faith, is ſine, He that wanteth true faith ſhall periſh cucr- 
laſtingly,whatſocucr, how great ſocuer his workes be. 
Laltly,So/omon here confirmeth his experiments, wich the 
conſiderate and iudicious view thereof,by the conſcienceof 
his ſufficiency in wiſedome, and experience, which is figu- 
red by a Prelepſss,or prevention of an obieRion,thus; It may 
be that thou haſt not perfetly knowne the difference of 
wiſdomeand madneſlc,and tolly,and ſo halt not iudged and 
determined rightly of things,andthe vſe thereof. A»/.l haue 
ſufhciently knowne,and tryed the truth of that which 1 haue 
ſpoken concerning theſethings,and the vanity thereof, This 
alſertion is amplyhed by an argument of the Greater deny- 
cd, No mancan know or try more thay I haxe done i The words 
are kguied by acommunication,#hat can the may doe? Haa- 
damn, 1, the greatelt, learnedeſt,and moſt expericnced, for the 
demons 


Ver.1 3. Commentaryon EccLt$IlASTES, Chap.1] 


demonſtrariue article noteth eminence, or excellence, That 
commeth after the King ? This teſtimony of himſelfe is confir 
med by the dignity and excellency of his perſon,'( King,) 
amplified by a compariſon included in the demonſtrative 
article, noting eminence, hammelck, the King,the molt excel- 
lent King. As if he ſhould ſay, If Kings that haue power to 
get the knowledge, and experience of things, are tobe be- 
Iceued, then much more themoſt eminent King is ſufficient 
to know, tric, and determine the truth of all this that hath 
beene (aide, therefore to be beleeued, 


Verſe 13. Then I ſaw that wiſedome excelleth folly , as farre as 
light excelleth darkeneſſe. 


PD onommanmarmen or cenſure vpon his judicious review of 
the two former wayes, in the commendation of wiſe- 
dome, and diſpraiſe of folly, figured by a pro/epſirthus; Thou 
ſcemeſt eo pur no difference betweene wiſedome, and mad- 
neſle, and folly, in that thou canft findeno profit, no con- 
tent in any of them, but onely vanity and vexation. e-2*/7 
Although that true felicity is not tobe found in wiſedome, 
neither inthe wiſedome of this World, norin the literall 
knowledge of the Goſpell, yetit altogether excelleth folly, 
hay: is contrary to folly. The propolition hee illuſtrateth 

y a compariſon of things contrary. Euen as light excel- 
leth darkeneſle, notin degrees, but in nature ; ſo doth wiſe- 
dome excell folly, not in degrees, but in nature, hauing no 
fellowſhip or communion with ie, but mortifieth it, as l:ght 
excellcth darkenefle, and water extinguiſheth fire. By folly, 
he meaneth the crooked ations and converſation of wic- 
ked idiots, and crafty colts, vnaduiſed fooles, and cunning 
fooles, whoſe wiſedome is worldly, ſenſuall, and divelliſh 
James 3.15, ſeparated from all feare of God, and grounds 
of naturall goodnefle, and exerciſed in euill, as Tamar laide 
to « L-m0n,intiling her to inceſt, Tho [halt be a foole in Iſrael, 
Sucha fogle as he here meaneth, was Nabad, 


Verſe 14. 
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Verſe 14. An Expoſition, or Chap.2. 


Verſe 14. The wiſe mans eyes are in hi head , but the foole wal. 
heth in darkene (ſe: and ] my (elfeperceined alſo that one exent 
bappeneth to them all, 


Confirmation of his determination in the commenda- 
tion of wiſedome,& diſpraiſe of folly,and alſo a reuicw 
of the event of wiſedome, and the wiſe. The wi/e mans eyes 
are in his head, The head is as a Tower,the cyes are as watch- 
men looking round about, and afarre off, and as the Sunne 
which is the eye of the World, Watchmen in thetop of a 
Tower,are watchfull, diligent; and gircumſpeR, fore-{ceing 
euill a farre oft, andpreuenting it before it ſurprizethem. So 
in the cycs of a wile man there is vnderſtanding, diſcerning, 
iudgement, ſobriety, heedfull diligence, fore-{ight. Wiſes 
dome ordereth all the wayes of a wiſe man, he eſcheweth 
dangers, miſchiefes, inconueniences, and cucry hurtfull 
thing; he procureth commodities on al. (ides, he hath de- 
light and pleaſurein the workes of his hands, Whereas con- 
trarily, the toole is blind, he knowes not what heſaith, nor 
what he doth z he obſerues not perſons, times, and place, 
but ruſheth headily forward, committing cuery word, and 
deede to fortune. He falles intothe ditch on euery (ide, hee 
daſheth his head againſt every poſt, he wrappes himſelfe a- 
mong buſhes and briars, as they that walke in darkeneſle, 
and vaknowne places,and is reatand torne, andif he ſtrug- 
gle out, heis never the neerer, butis by and by in new dan- 
gers, becauſe hee wanteth the lanterne of Gods Word and 
Spirit, to dire him into the right pathes, and to guide him 
therein, that onely isit that makcth the ſimple wile, and tea- 
cheth man knowledge. 

The World is Gods Booke, euery thing that a man hea- 
reth or ſceth, isaleafe, ora line, wherein hee may reade 
ſomething to his owne inſtruAion, and further edification. 
The wiſe man beholdeth the wiſedome, providence, good- 
nelle,and iuſtice of God in all things. Againe,he beholdeth 
the deprauation and corruption of allthings, brought in by 
thoenuie of the Diuell, Hee diſcerneth thevprightnetle of 
podli- 


Ver. 14. Commentary on EccLaSIASTES, Chap.2. 


godlinelle, and the tortuofity of wickedneſle, the plaine 
pathes of wiſedome, and the peruerſe wayes of folly in all 
— and in every thing, The one hee chuleth, ordering 
himlſelfe in all his wayes according to wiledome,the other he 
refuſeth, and correRerh, and retracteth himſelfe by wiſe. 
dome, So thatthevnderſtandiog, ſober, heedfull, watchfull 
eyes of the wiſe, looke not on the things themſelues, or out- 
ward appearances, but on Gods wiledome , goodneſle, iu- 
ſtice in the things; yea, hee beholdeth Sathans malice, and 
mans miſery, and diſcerneth the times, and the ſeaſons, the 
workes of God therein,and the counter-workes of the Diuel. 
But the foole walketh in darkenefſe, The foole hath as it were 
noeyes, or eyes wherein the light is periſhed, Helooketh on 
things , as doth the wiſe, but he (eeth into nothing. There- 
fore Solomon (aith, Prow. 17. 24. Theeyes of a foole arein the 
end: ofthe earth, that is, light, heedlefſe, wandring eyes,ſhew- 
ing the confufion of many vaine imaginations in the head, . 
but nodiſcreete apprehenſion, no ſobricty of wiſedome, no 
prudent obſeruation. He Jooketh on outward appearances, 
and obſerueth childiſhly. But hee cannot ſee one whit how 
the Scriptures, teaching the whole knowledge of God, and 
of our (clues, his wiſedome, mans folly, his grace, mans ma- 
lice, are continually fulfilled before his eyes. Hee thatis in 
darkeneſle, diſcerneth not colours, no more doth the foole 
things that differ. The foole gathereth vp follies, and glo- 
ricth in ſome imitative wicked ſubtilties, and a parabte or wiſe 
ſentence is harſh, and odions in his mouth. The foole hath 
the eyes of a beaſt, judging, chuling, refuſing, according to 
his carnall affe&ions and luſts, &c. eLnd / my ſelfe percei- 
wed alſo that one ewent happeneth to them all. Here is his reuiew 
of the cuene of wiledome, and the wiſe. This worldly wiſe-. 
dorae which men ſo muck magnifie,maketh not a man hap- 
pie. For I my ſelfe not forgetfull of my ſelfe in my royalty, 
not enamoured of my beauty, not kiſling my hand, percei- 
uedalſo as well as others, that one event or end happeneth 
to the wiſe & fooliſh, and both of them are alike ſubic& to 
the manifold afflitions, calamitics, ſorrowes, and mileries 
of this mortall life. Therefore ſpeake what you can inthe 
commen- 


——_ 
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Verſe 5-16, An Expoſition, or Chap.2. 
commendation of worldly wiſedome, and a what you 
can thereby, it ſhallin the end be covincident with folly, 


Verſe 15. Then ſaide I in my heart, a it bappeneth ro the foole, 
ſoit happeneth enen to me; and why was I then more wiſe? Then 
1 [aide in my heart, that this allo is vanity, 


Is determination, or concluſion vpon the review, 

W hen I ſaw that the wiſe and foole had one event, and 
chance I reaſoned thus within my heart. 1f good things be- 
fall the foole as well as mee, and enill things befall me as well as the 
{oole, then haue I tono purpoſe wearied my body and minde, in ſcar- 
ching out wiſedome : But I ſee that it devb (0; therefore to defraud 
4 mans ſoule of pleaſure, in ſtrining for wiſedome; it ts no purpoſe, 
and conſequently it is alls vanity» 


| Verſe 16. For there is no remembrance of the wiſe more then of 
the foole for ener, ſeeing that which is now, in the dayes tocome 
ſoall be forgotten, and how dyeth the wiſe man ? as the foole. 


Confirmation of his reaſon concluded in the verſe a- 
foregoing,by two arguments,the oneinthe beginning, 

the other in the end of the verſe, Concerning the former. 
If the wiſe man with all his words and workes be not had in 
euerlalting remembrance, no more then the foole, then is 
the labour and wiſedome of the wiſetono purpoſe: but the 
antecedent or former partis true, becauſe that both the per- 
ſons, and theirdoings that now are; ſhall be forgotten in ſuc» 
ceeding generations; therefore is the conſequent or latter 
part true alſo, Time is a depth which (walloweth vp all 
things, And the decourle of time is a paſſage, leauing all 
things behind it, The turther that time palleth away , the 
more confuledly ſtill wee (ee things paſt, which in the end 
quite vaniſh out of minde, as the bird or arrow that flyeth 
into the profundity of the ayre,or ſtone that falleth into the 
height of the deepe, Now the fiſh, and the ſtone, the bird 
and thearrow, arc all one, euen without difference, to him 
that ſeeth neither, yea, plaine nothing; and (o are all things 
Valli 
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vaniſhed out of minde, eLnd bow dyeth the wiſe man? as the 

foole. Here is the latter argument, whereby hee confirmeth 
the vanity of wiſedome, by the ſame condition thereof with 
follie,ogured by a communication, orrather an exclamation, 
intimating, that the wiſe is greatly to be commilerated, be- 
cauſe he recciueth no more fruit of his worthy labours,then 
the mad and fooliſh, that live in ſenſoality and bodily plea- 
ſures, after the manner of beaſts, It cannot be diſcerned by 
their end,in outward appearance,whether isthe happier, or 
whether is the more miſerable, 


Verſe 17. Therefore 1 bated life, becauſe the worke that i 
wronght under the Sunne, 1 grienwous vnto me : for all is va- 
nity and vexation of ſpire. 


Concluſion. Therefore am I ſofarre from hope of ob- 
taining any contentment, profit, or happineſle in this 
World, that I rather hated life it ſelfe, hauing no matter of 
loue, or defire in it. My reaſon is, becauſe that all things 
which men doe in this life, are grievous, Euery worke is full 
of griefein it ſelfe,, and occalioneth griete to others, The 


workes of the brutiſh Epicure are gricuous; the workes of 


the fooliſh that thinketh himſelfc wiſe, are grievous; and ſo 
are the workes of the wile, ſecing that he dycth, and his wiſe- 
dome is forgotten, as they and theirs are, Moreouer , hee 
confirmeth this reaſon againe by a Profſyllogiſme, or addi- 
tion of another reaſon, For all, as well the belt, as the worſt 
things, is vanity and vexation of ſpirit, 

Thus farre of his counſcll in the review of the two for- 
mer wayes to happy contentment, verſe 12. Of his deter- 
mination, or cenſure of ther, verſe 13, of the confirmation 
of his determination, and the review of the cuent of wiſe- 
dome,and the wiſez verſe 14, of his determination or conclu- 
ſion vpon the review; ver/e 15, of the confirmation of his 
determination, ver/e 16, and concluſion verſe 17, 
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Verſe 18-19. An Expoſition, or Chap.2, 


Verſe 18. Tea, I bated all my labour which I had taken vyder the 
Sunn: beeauſe I ſhould leane it unto the men that ball be after 
mee, 


His verſe hath relation to the review, and cuent of his 

pompous magnificence, verſe 11, He looked on all his 
workes,and labours,but all was vanity and vexation ; Why? 
becaule there was no profit vnder the Sunne, Here 1s fur- 
' ther ſet downe the conſequent of that cuent,namely,that he 
obtained not only no contentment by his great workes, but 
alſo hated them. The reaſon of his hatred is, becauſe hee 
ſhould leaus themto the polleſſion and vie of another man, 
who ſhould be heire to all his labeurs, yet neuer tooke any 
paincs for them, 


Verſe 19. eAnd who knoweth whether hee hall be a wiſe man or 
a foole? yet ſhall bee hane rule oner all my labour, wherein I 
hage laboured, and wherein I have ſhewed my ſelfe wiſe under 


the Sunne, 


Confirmation of the reaſon,figured by the preuention 

of an obie&ion,thus : That a man ſhall leaue his 1a- 
bours to another, is nocauſe of griefe: For ſeeing that hee 
mult not alwaycs liue here; for one generation pafleth, and 
another commethzit is a mans ioy,and comfort rather , yea, 
the proſperous ſucceſle of them in their continuance to fu- 
ture generations, giueth great contentment tothe heart, 
en, T hat cannot be,becauſeit is impoſlible for me, or any 
man to know whether he ſhall be a wiſe man or a foole, It 
is figured by a communication, to intimate the impollibility 
thereof, And what manner of man ſocuer hee ſhall be , yer 
ſhall he have the rule, command, and vſe of all my labours 
at his pleaſure, wherein 1 haue fo diligently exerciſed my 
wiſedome, If hee proue a foole , what is the fruit of my la- 
bour,and my wiſedome? euen to be the purueyour of ano- 
ther mans ſenſuality, and to ſubminiſter matter for the exe- 
cution , and maintenance of his folly ; Soall my labour is 
loſt, 
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Ver.20.21.Commentary on EccLESIASTEY s.Chap.2, 67 


loft, It he prove a wiſe man, ye twill he alter, change, and 
vſeall my labours according to his owne mindegand (o ſhall 
they be transformed,asa velture,intoa new faſhion, There- 
fore in that a man mult leaue his labours to another mans 
poſſeſſion and diſpolition,that is alſo vanity. 


Verſe 20. Therefore 1 went about to cauſe my beart to deſdaire of 
all the labour which I tooke under the Sunne, 


Concluſion of the reaſon confirmed in theverle before. 

Seeing that my wiſedome in my labour , ſhall becither 
turned into folly, or elſetranſlated into another faſhion, I 
iudged it better to deſpaire of getting contentment by my 
workes,rather thentoplace any hope in ſuch vncertainties, 
that I might elle-where ſeeke forthe true happinelle, that 
cannotbe loſt nor changed. Therefore (ſeeing that in the 
beſt things done here by wiſedome, wee haue more matter 
of deſpaire than hope,and howſocuer,are held in continuall 
ſulpence;they are mecre vanity and vexation. 


Verle 21. For there is a man whoſe labour i in wiſedome, and in 
knowledge,and in equity : yet to «a manthat hath not laboured 
therein ſhall he leaue it for his portion. This alſo is vanity, and 
4 great ell, . 


AZ amplification of the concluſion conteined in the 
verſe before, Namely, of the deſpaire and griefe of his 
labour, by an obſeruation of the common condition of 
men, There is many aman that laboureth to attaine to an 
happyeltate here, and that by wiſzdome, knowledge and 
equitic;to which God alſo giueth a bletling, that ſo his heart 
might reioyce without checke of conſcience inthe fruition 
thereof,which is ſeldome incident to the rich ; yet ſhall he 
leaue his eſtate behinde him, tobe a portion for another 
thatneucr tooke any paines for it, And ſo bethe prouident 
andtrue drudgeof he knowes nor whom z and how it ſhall 
bevſed and imployed,and bleſſed in the hands of him he al 
together knowcth not, Yea,ſometimes it falleth out that the 
F 2 heire 


Verſe 22.23. AN Expoſition, or Chap.2. 


heire curſcth his pattimony , becauſc that if he had not had 
ſuch a meanes and prouocation , he ſhould not haue come 
mitted ſo many euils. Felix neceſſitas, que ad meliora trabit. 
For our Saviour ſaith, How hard i it for arich mas to enter in- 
tothe kingdome of beauen ? This then is a vanity,and not one- 
ly apriuation of good , ora nothing, but alſo a great evill, 
namely , that a man ſhould not onely be depriued of his 
goods by death,butalſo that his goods ſhould be depraued. 


Verſe 2 2. For what hath man of all hi labour, and ofthe vexati- 
on of his keart wherein he hath labonred wnder the Sunne ? 


His verſc hath reference to the 18. verſebefore, contai- 

ning arcalon of the hatred of his diſpairefull labours, 
fgured by a communication,to giue more weight vhto- it, 
| If amanſee no profit of the labours of his body and minde, 
then they have nothing but matter of deſpaire and hatred in 
them : but what profit,or ioyfull contentment can any man 
fingcein the laborious getting , and carefull keeping of hig 
gettings? Therefore as I faid at firſt, foatter many proofes,I 
conclude ; What profit hath a man of all bis labour that hee ta» 
keth wonder the Sunne, 


Verſe 23. For all hu dayes are ſorrow,aud his tranaile griefe , yea, 
bis heart takethnotreſt in thenight. This is al{ovanitie, 


Faroe mms or confirmation of the former reaſon, 
He hath no profit of his Iabours, no calme contentati- 
on, Why ? For becauſcall his dayes are full of paines, and 
{orrowes,trouble,and anger. His travaile is full of care and 
anguiſh, feares, and doubts , perplexitie, and anxicty;; His 
heart is depriued of thenaturall rcft of night, For then hee 
fallethto reuicw the labours of the time pall, and to diſpoſe 
of the trauaile of the timefollowing,to bring all things aptly 
together,without the interruption of manifold occurren- 
ccs, or chances, for the accompliſhmentof his proiet, A- 
gaine,although he would take his reſt, yetthe manifold bu- 
liactles,and cxagitations of his thoughts on the day ,caule 
many 


Ver.24. Commentary on EccLESIAsS TE5. Capes, 


many broken dreames,and fearefull phantaſies, whichoften 
diſquietthe ſpirit, and maketh the heare penliuc afterward : 
Sothat a man hath no profit of his-paines , but his labour 
for his trauaile,and this al/ois vanity. 


Verle 24. There is nothing better for a man, then that hee ſhould 
eate aud drinks , and that he ſhould makg bis (oule enioy the 
good of his labour This alſo I /aw,andthat it was from the hand 
of God. 


N this verſe $o/omon (etteth downe therighe vſe, and onely 


goodthatis tobe found in the things ofthis life, for a rc- 
medy,or mitigation of thevanities or miſeries,and declareth 
the ſame by the efficient cauſe, His propolition is illuſtrated 
by a compariſon of the Greater denyed; Anditisananſwere 
to a ſecret obieAtion, which is this. 1f nothing but ſorrow and 
grieferedound to man of all his labours,to what purpoſe then ſhould 
a than apply his minde to niſedome,and bis body to trauaile i And 
if ſo be that a man muſt either deprine himſelfe of life, or elſe pro- 
long his dayes in perpetual ſorrow , thenthe world ſcemeth to be 
made for none other end, thento be an engine of torture unto men, 
er. Not ſo neither. For though I haue already prooued 
that a man can obtaineno true profit,or happy contentation 
by the things of the world , nor by any thing that can be 
knowne or done by mans wiſedome : yet it followeth not 
thereforethat there is no good in allthings made for mans 
vſc,by which he may be inabled and helped both co liue,and 
to order his life according to wiſedomey andvertue- But 
there is a goodin them for which cauſe God hath created 
them,and imparted the ſame toeuery one according to his 
owne pleaſure, And this good, is notto depend or reſt on 
them, norto truſt inthem z for therefore hath God made 
them vncertaine,and vaine,nor yetby treaſuring them vp to 
- deprive a mans ſelfe,or others oftheir vſc,nor to lauiſh them 
out , as though they would neuer haue end : but to feede, 
cheere,and comfort the bedy therewith,with tranquility of 
minde reſting on Gods mercy, and (oto paſſe the time of 
this life with ioy full contencationin honeſt labor, notin idle- 
F 3 neſle, 
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Verſe 25-26. An Expoſition, or Chap.2. 


netſe,ſenſualitie,or drudgery.Herhatlooketh for more then 
thisin them,1s vtterly deceiued,ſceing that in the bell vie of 
them , they are tranſitory and vaniſhing. Laſtly, this good 
vle of them he declareth by the principall efficient cauſe. 
Not onely the potleſſion of theſe things, but alſo their ver- 
tue to feed, and refreſh the body,and mind,is the gift of God. 
Otherwiſe, all wiſedome 18 full of vanity, and gricfe. They 
come neither by mans prouidence, and endenour original. 
Iy,nor by chance, Dent. 8. 17, Therefore letvs returreall 
praife and chankes to him, in thevſage of our ſelues , and vie 
of all his gifts, 


Verſe 25, For who can eate ? or who elſe can haſten hereunts 
more then [ ? 


Frog of his propoſition, amplified by a com- 
pariſon of the Greater denyed,and figured by a commun- 
nication. Who could receive more profit, ioy and contente- 
ment of theſe tranſitory, and fading things more thenl1 2 
and who can moreſpeedily,andeealily obraine, and more (e- 
curcly poſletle and vierthem morerhen [ ? what good thing 
ſocuer could be had,and what vie could be made ot them for 
the pleaſure of my body, and delight of minde, I had it in 
the perfeQion thereof, yet this is all that I by experience 
found,or could conceiucin heart to be found in them, 


Verle 26. For Godgiueth to a man that is good in his fight wiſe« 
aome,and aſhes: a9” joy : bur to the ſimmer he gineth tranell 
to gather,and toheape vp,that he may gine to him that sr good 
before God ;This alſo is vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 


Af amplification of this right vſe of worldly things by 
the cfhcient cauſe thereof, both in himiclfe and other 
men, Theſe men are deſcribed by their condition and qua- 
lity ( good; ) Goodneſle is illuſtrated by a diſtintion rthere- 
of | i his fight, ] rhat is, truely good,Pſal 32 1 2, notin ap- 
pearance before menzor his owne deceitiull heart, [er.17.9. 
which is hypocriſic. God who hath made the world,and all 
things 


Y EIT 


things therein for mans vſc,hath giuen wiſedome and know. 
ledge to thole that are accepted of him, and feare him, to 
get them righely,and to vie them comfortably. This worke 
of Gods mercy is i}luſtrated by the Antitbeſir, or contrary 
worke of iudgement in thelinner, Contracrily , God with- 
holdeth this wifedame, knowledge and ioy from the finner, 
which feareth him not,but turneth his carefrom the Law, - 
and maketh no conſcience of his doings, and leaueth him in 
the power and bondageof his luſts,to torment himſclfe both 


-night and day with carking,caring, and drudgery to gather 


riches, and yet to depriue himlclfeof all comfort, meate, 
drinke,cloathing,recreation,&c.This worke of Gods indge- 
ment in the {inner is declared by the end; Namely,that after 
this faithlefſe drudge hath treaſured them vp, God mighr 
give them co chem that feare him,and are accepted of him, 
Tb 27.17, Againe , God doth take them away from good 
men,when he correcteth their faults,and giueth them to the 
wicked,that are both cheirs and his enemies, as the example 


.of Ezechias doth manifelt. To conclude; This alſo isvani- 


ty and vexation of (pirit. 


Crnartexr lll 


Verſe 1, Toewery thing there is a ſeaſon, and 4 time to exery pure 
poſe wider heauen, | 

Olomen hath hitherto diſcourſed, andconcluded 
FA the vanity of mans pur ſes :and delignes of 
at happy contenement. Firſt, by the common obs 
ff (eruation of things ſubieQ to mans, koowiedge. 
Secundly , by his owneexperimentall knowledge a9 oO 
wiſedome.and ofthevſe of worldly things, in. the wwo Jor- 
mer Chapters. Now hee continueth fil! his obſeruation, 
ſewing by the converſion of times , and particular _ 
ples pertaining to knowledgeand vic,that al) tings, deedes, 


counſels,euents,g00d,and cuill,arcknownto God onely _ 


Ver. I; Commentary on E.cclESIASTES, Chap:z. 7 


72 


Verſe r. An Expoſition, or Chap.3. 
in regard of v8 doe fluftuate vpon vncertaine itTues, yea,al- 
together vncertainein their beginnings, proceedings and en- 
dinge,which depend and attend vpon vnſtabletimes,whatſo- 
eucc our aduiſements:& deuices be either in attaining good, 
or auoyding euill,T his isanother maine argument,or Proſe- 
pilegi/ſme,confirming the Eprlogiſme,(/ap.1.3.Whereby hepro- 
ucth that a man hath no profit of all his labours, Firſt, he 
propoundeth it generally in this verſe,and after confirmeth 
it by an induRtion of ſundry particulars as hee did before, 
And here is aliuely expoſition of that which he ſpake, Chap. 
x.verſe 8. of the mutability,and corruptibility of all things, 
ell things are full of labour ,man cannot witer it Cc, 

To euery thing there is {eaſon. No maruell is it if all mans 
wiſedomc,and the vie of worldly things > whether (enſuall 
or magnificall be ſubiugated to vanity,when as all things,all 
counfels, all deeds, all events,fo variable , and repugnant in 
this vnquiet world are ſubieAted to this inſtable courſe and 
recourſe of times,which God hath put in his own handzand 
in his ſecret providence hath prefixed atimevnknowne,and 
vnalterableby man. To every thing that is ſubieRed to the 
Law;inclinationand inſtin& of naturezthere is atime z and 4 
time to euery purpoſe vuder the Sunne, that is, to cuery thing 
done by the eleion, counſel], and will of man. To every 
thing that neccſlity vrgeth vs to doethere is a time, both of 
their beginnings and endings,ordained of God : Sothat wee 
cannot doe what we would, nor when we would , nor how 
we would, norhow long wee would, nor ſurceale when wee 
would,nor change when we would, For the hidden foun- 
dation of God remaineth ſure,and ſheweth itſelfe in his time 


' Contrary and divers to our manifold vaine imaginations, 


delires,and purpoſes, We therefore and all things with vs, 
within vs, and withoutvs,in our bodies, and in our mindes 
erclubie to the inſtabilities of times and ſeaſons , cuen to 
epportunities,and occalions,in our beginnings, proceedings 
and endings.. | 


Veiſe 


Ver. 2.3. Commentaryon EccLieslasTes, Chap.z, 


los + 4/2 adt-bdd-4a-rce if - 


Verſe 2. eA time to be borne, and a time 10 dye : 4 timeto plant, 
and a time to plucke vpthat which is planted, 


Þ' ct, itis not in thepowerof man to come intotheworld, 
nor in his will to depart out of the world.But theſcaſon 
or opportunity of both,whether by the courſe of nature, or 
otherwiſe,is prefined by the counlell of God,and is the work 
of his hand, And asthereis a time of the birch and death 
of man,ſoalſo of the planting and rooting vp of trees, there 
is a time ordained of God. There is a time of their growth, 
age,[tanding,and falling, according to the neceſlitie andvſe 
of man : For euery man, and cuery generatioo-hath his ne- 
ceſlitie, according to the exigents whereof hee: applyeth 
himſelfe-by the information of reaſon ; partly 19: abraine 
good,partly to auoyd cuill- Sothere is a time eo ſow , and 
to reape, which things though men voluntarily doe, yet the 
ground thereofis neceſlitic,and forthe doing ofthem., wee 
rarry the appointed times,and waitefor the comucnicne (ea- 
ſons, which are notin our. owne power.. | 


Verſe 3, eftineto: kill, and 4 time to beale3 'atims to breaks 
downe,and 4 time to build vp, ue 2” 


goon. nee times of naturall life and-death, arenot on- 
ly appointed of God,bur alſo vntimely deaths, by diſea- 
ſes,cafualties,violence, Iuſtice, which wee.thinke by skill ro 
preuent,and by providence to auoyd., bauetheir. appointed 
times. And contrarily,deſperate life ; namely ,mortall evils, 
both ef dangers and Gifeaſcayin our reaſon vnauoydable,is in 
the hands of God; who delivereth and 'recovereth , killeth 
and faueth aliue at his pleaſure,co whom nothing is vapoſſt- 
ble, Hereof the Scriptures affoord' innumerable examples, 
Dangers, and diſeaſes, troubles and ſickneſle , deliuerances 
and recoueriesfrom both,are in the power of God, Morco- 
uer,as there is a time of Nuing, dying, planting, and rooting 
vp 2 ſo alſoof building and pulling downe,according to the 
exigence of mans nccellitie z yea,a-time there is of _— 

oules 


Verſe 45- _' An Expoſition, or - Chap.3. 
houſes where trees, graile, and corne haue growne, and 
bealts have beene fed; and atime.to'feede beafts, to plane 
trees, and ſow corne, where paued courts, and ſituations of 
faire buildings haue beene. And all theſe workes depend vp- 
onthe opportunitics of times; without the power of man, to 
which man applicth himſclfe voluatacily by judgement of 
reaſon, according to the exigence of a ſecret. neceſlity. 


Verſe 4. A tome toweepe, avda time tolangh: a time to monrne; 
and a tm te dance, 


Hirdly,cuery man by all his wit labovureth, or at leaſt by 
deſire wiſheth to be free from cares, and that is the end 
of his cares, andto.auoid-the cauſes of weeping, yet can he 
noteſcape thae cuill, For either the wane of fore-light and 
diligence in himſelfe, or outward croiſes.and chancefull oc- 
currences ſhall cauſe, or clſc occalion weeping, whether he 
will or no. Againe, thers is atime tomourne, which men 
deſire to auoid as the greatelt evill;yea,when they cry peace, 
then is ſorrow at hand, which neither can be auoyded, nor 
. mitigated, nor ended by the counſellof our owne will: For 
even that is notin-our power. .Contrarily, heauineſle may 
endure for anighe, but vnexpeRedioy:cemmeth in the mor- 
ning; Pſal.z0.5.11. As the ene commeth vnſent for, ſo the 
other commeth vnlooke for. 


Verſe 5. eAvime to caſt away fienes, and ative to gather tones 
together; & tame to imbrace ; and a time to ngfraine from im: 
bracing." | 


Qurthly, if a man purpoſe to pull downe an houſe, yet 

L that hee cannotdoeeven when he,would, but hee mult 
terry: for a convenient; ſeaſon, And it, bee would: gather 
. ones togerherto build an houſe, he muſt craye leaue, of op- 
portunity,which-dependeth on manifold circumllances. So 
that, whatſocucr he preparerh. in his heare to doe, the illue 
muſt be of Gud, yea, opportunity calleth vs our 40: doe 
mavy things that we neuerintended, Allo there isa timeof 
matri- 
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Ver.6. Commentary on EccLeslasTes. Chap.z. 


marriage, both with whom; and when; and a time for chil- 
dren appointed of God, to which a man- mult yeeld, or elſe 
procure great and manifold evils to himſelfe, So there is a 
time to refraine from marriage, and a time toabſtaine from 
imbracing, vnleſle a wan ſhall bring vpon himthe anger ef 
God for his intemperancy, 


Verſe 6. eAtimete get, and 4 time to loſe; atimeto keepe, and 
a time to caſt away. 


Iftly, if a man vſeany trafftick by Sea or Land, or by what 
trade or exerciſe (oeucr he getteth his liuing , hee muſ} 
hecdefully obſerue the opportunity of time : For time and 
tidetarry no man. Time is'to be taken and vied whiles it(er- 
ueth and offcreth it ſelfe, otherwiſe,. it is-in vaine to follow 
the bird chat is eſcaped, 'This is a thing, whereof all men re- 
pent them , that they tooke not time while time ſerued, 
Hence Solomon (aith, Prow.27,1. Boaſt not of tomorrow , for 
thou knoweſt not what a day may bring forth. We in this Land, 
that doe not wiſely vſe that opportunity of peace which 
God offereth vs to enrich our ſelues by honeſt and lawfull 
parſimony , but breake our into pon and prodigality, ve- 
nery , and all kinde of vanity, ſhall once repent the miſv- 
ſage thereof, We haue had a large and fit opportunity along 
time to ſerue God, and to doe good workes ; but with the 
unprofitable ſeruant we hide our talent in the ground, ray, 
ſpendall on our luſts, which are as a fire kindled by the fire 
of hell,todeuoure-vp holy things alſo. Tris ſais that in old 
time they ſpared from backe and belly,and ſuperfluous buil- 
dings, to build Churches, and 'maintaine Friars z but the 
proud, venereous, .politicke, gluttonous Touiis of thele 
times, hane enlargedthcir throats and bellies, as hell, ro de- 
vourc and ſwallow vp Churches, andtithes, and Miailters 
and al}. Contrarily,there is a time alſo to loſe, which by all 
our prouidence and beſt endeauour we cannot abide, Yea, 
ſometimes the Merchants, how greedy of gatne {ocuer they 
be, are glad to cal their wares inturhe Seas, and (utter their 
ſhippe lometimes to ſeeke 4 new malter , aid tile the 
ci. 206 
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Verſe 9. An Expoſition , or ' * Chap. 3. 
elcape of their lives aprecious merchandize,as the Mariners 
did in Pawls voyage. 


Verſe 7, Atime to rent and a time toſow; 4 timeto keepe ſilence, 
and a time to ſheake, | 


Ixtly, there isan opportunity to rent old garments, when 
they are worne, to be putto other vſcs. If they be rent 
before they be worne, that is vnprofitable; if they be worne 
too long, that is in-decent, and occalioneth contempt, and [ 
know not what evill conceit of a man in che mindes of 
men, as the ſonne of Sirach (aith ; The apparel, countenance, 
and geſture, declare what a man 4, Contratily, there is atime 
to ſow garments, both for necelliey , and comelineſle. But 
the ſuperfluity of ſowing bringeth poverty, and diſcovereth 
ſhame. For God bleſſeth his owne ordinances, and proſpe- 
reth his owne opportunities, But there is no time ordained 
of God in his will and ordinance for the inuenting, and 
bringing in of ſtrange taſhions; That is an opportunity ta- 
ken by the permiſſion of God from che Diuell. Further- 
more, though there is necellary and continual vſeof ſpeech, 
yetitis limited and confined to fit opportunity, elſes it foo- 
liſh babliog , difplealing and harſh to the cares of God and 
man. Therefore ſaith Solomon , Pro, 25, 11. eA word fitly 
{poken, 4 likg apples of gold m piftures of filuer, id eſt, molt ac- 
ceptable, profitable, comfortable, amiable,. beautifull. Alſo 
Chap.1 5.23. Joy commeth to a man by the anſwer of his month, 
and how good is a wordin due ſeaſon Hee that obſeructh not 
opportunity of ſpeech, doth oft times depriuc himſelfe of 
many good things, and inwrappeth himſelfe in many miſe- 
riezallo, Further, So/omen (aith ; Pron.16,1, The prepara» 
tions of the beart in man, and the anſwer of the tongue, ts from the 
Lord : Comrarily, there is a time to keepe lilence, To be fi» 
lent in ſeaſon, is as great a vertue, as toſpeakein duetime; 
For he that is defective in the one, is ſoin the other, Wee 
moſt commonly offend in ſpeaking, namely, in our owne 
cauſes;butin (peaking en Gods behalfe,and our neighbours, 
we arp commonly mute enough, yea, poſlelt with a dumbe 
ſpirie. 


Ver.8, Commenteryon EccLeSIASTES, Chap.z, 


ſpirit, But of goodſpeech and ilence, God giucth opportu- 
nity, and ſeaſon. Our tongues are the keyes of God,to open 
and ſhut the Joores of our lippes, and our heatts are, of 
ſhould be Gods treaſury. Therefore our Sautour Chrill (aithz 
ef good man out of the trea/ure of his heart, bringeth out good 
things. Andomt of the abundance of the heart,the month ſpeaketh» 
Damid laith, P/alme 116.10, 1 beleened,therefore I ſpake. Paul 
ſaith; We ſpeake wiſedome among them that areperfett, 1 Cor.2, 
Damd (aid ; Awake my glory, meaning his tongue. Chrilt 
was the word of the Father,ſo mult the belecuer be the word 
of Chriſt, 


Verle 8, A time toloue, and « time to bate : atime of warre, and 
a time of peace, 


| QEm—_—_ there is a time to Joue, as there is a:time to 
{peake, and this opportunity of loue is as commonly of- 
fered of God. Loue or true friend({hip is the bend of: hu- 
maine ſociety. By the bond of loue, all the members of the 
body are knit together into one head: It isthe linewes of the 
Church, and common-wealth, Where louefaileth;allren- 
deth to diflolution, God is all loue, the Diuell bath know- 
ledge and faith, but hee hath no loue at alÞ Therefore the 
vertue and power of opportunities, in getting, makings kee- 
ping, and vling friends, is cxcellent, and neceſſary. Contra- 
rily, there is a time to hate, to know our cacmies, to con= 
front, and contend with them, to beware, and auoid rhnem, 
to encounter and flieaway, yea: alſo to make gocd vie to 
our ſeluzs of the wrongs that are oftcred vs. For howſocuer 
aman ordereth his life, and bchaverh himlelfe in all things, 
loue and batred, concord and diſcord, good will and enute 
ſball (ift and coffe all affaires.: For the vncleane fpirte ming 
leth himſelfe in all things to make confulion, and to bring 
deftrucion. Therefore faith Solomon, Prov, 2.8.4. T hey that 
for(aks the Law, praiſe the wiched:, but they that keepe the Law, 
contend with them, The wicked are whelpes of: the lame lit- 
tour, therefore are they affcRioned one towards another, 
and praiſe one another, Rom, 1+ 31; Nam, 16,41, They 
Brace 
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Verle B. An Expoſition, or Chap.3+ 
grace ſinne in others, to couer their owne blemiſhes, and to 
prevent reproach, and controulement of their euill dealings 
and behaviour : but the man of conſcience, that feareth 
God, will diſceuntenance, diſcourage, and diſpraile them, 
reliſt, and oppole them, and ſtriuc for the rruth vnto death. 
Hence it is that Dawid faith ; / hate them that hate thee, and 
earneſtly contend with them that r5/e vp againſt thee. 

O06, Chriſt ſaith, 2dath.5. $9. Refiſt not exil{: but whoſoe- 
uer ſball ſmite thee on the right cheeks , turne to him the other 
al[o, 

eAnſ. Reliſltanceis either alawfull and harmeleſle anoi- 
ding of cuill, or elſe a retaliation, or rendering of like for 
like, wrong for wrong, reuenge for revenge, and that isfor- 
bidden, Lewit. 19. 17. 18, Yea, wee ought ſo to be polleſt 
with che ſpirit of patience, bounty, and goodneſlc, asto ſuf- 
fer anew wrong, ratherthen to reuenge an old,through has 
tred andill will, To this purpoſe Paw! ſaith, Rewm.12. 17. Ke- 
compence to no man enil! for enill, which ir to be ouercome of exall, 
verſe 21. but onercome enill with goodneſſe,darkenelle with light, 
corruption with grace if it be poſſible, have peace with all men, 
How is that? Awenge not, verſe 1 9, but if — hanger, 
vine him meate, andf he thirſt, gine him drinkey (0 ſhalt thou heape 
coales of fire upow his bead: to wit, either winne him with thy 
benefics, or his owne conſcience ſhall wienelle againſt him, 
that the fire of Gods wrath bangeth ouer his head, who will 
not (uffer wickednelle to goe vnpuniſhed 2 Which terrour 
of his conſcience thou mult not deſire, nor reioyce atin way 
of reuenge, or for caſe of thine owne ftomacke, leaſt God 
turne his wrath trom him vato thee, bur rather picty him, 
yet (0 as God might haue the glory, Therefore by turning 
of thecheeke,is not meant that a man ſhould make himlſelte 
a prey to. contentious men, malapert, and violent perſons, 
and a voluntary obiet of their cruell contempt: but tobe of 
{uch moderation and equity, as topacitie and winne them 
with ſufferance, goodneile, kindnefle, or what good meanes 
{anAified reaſon can deuile, not to be incenfed with hatred, 
to oppoſe and wrackethem, and ſo be ouercome of Sathan 
by thcſz fis/inſtruments , both to bring the Goſpell into 
flander 
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Ver.8. Commenuaryon EcclesiasTes, Chap,y. 


flander & hatred, & tofall into theſarne condemnation with 
them. Wherefore we aretopray for the converſion of them, 
and Gods proteRion of vs , not to contend- with them in 
their kind, that by the vertucs of the ſpirit appearing forthin 
vs,the corruption of nature, & malice of Satan in them may 
be by their owne conſciences condemned, But all this in- 
fringeth not the law of nature,which is ro kill ratherthen to 
bekilled , withoutthelawfull courſe of ciuill iuſtice,nor yet 
diſanulleth the politike law,whichGod hath ordained to pro- 
tc theiult , robridle the violent,and to reforme the vitioug 
and iniurious, Letvsrake heed how we cauill,and ſophilti- 
cate the ſimplicity of the Scriptures, 

All this is explained,verſe 44. Lowe your enemies: our ane- 
mies z not Gods enemies , which weare tobate, yet to take 
heede of taſh iudgement : For though the cauſe or fat be 
hatefull, yet that argueth not ſimply hatred of the perſon. 
Wherefore loue them , that is , delire their conuerljonnot 
their confulion; for we know not whether they be in Gods 
_ eleion,but charity hopeth che bet. Whom God hath caſt 
off,and who hauecaſt off God, we mult caſt off, leſt wee be 
partakers with Gods enemies; therefore we mult not bid an 
 obſtinate heretike God-fpeed, Neither would the diſciples 
hauc eaten bread with 7udas, if they bad knowne his plot of 
treachery , but Chriſt reucaled him not : And Paz faith, 
haue no fellowſhip with ehe vntruitfull workes of darkenes. 
If a mancan haue no fel{owſhip with their workes , neither 
with their perſons,ſpecially ſuch perſons, ason the .ome (ide 
make a mockeof all good edification,and on the other fide, 
are ſtrong corrupters. For what could Satan incarnate and 
in ſubieRion to the ciuill power doe more? Toconclude; 
We muſt doe goodto ourecnemies willingly ,reliſt their evils 
peaccably,make the cauſe Gods,nort our ownezcontend with 
them lawfully,liuve among them warily, commit the venge- 
ance toGod,caſt no ſtumbling blocks before them , but ra- 
ther offer meanes, and further their converſion , that they 
may glorifie God in the day of vilitation;thatis,wher it ſhal 
pleale God to open their eyestoſce, andd:{corne the truth. 
To conclude. Loucand hatred in private perfons,warres and 
peace 
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Verleg. An Expoſition , or Chap. 3. 
peace in publike ſtates,haue alwayes beene, and mult be to 
the end. For throughoutall nature there is an oppolition of 
one thing to another, as well diſcord as concord, tares as 
wheat, becauſc God will be glorified as well by iudgement 
as by mercy. For in both he delighteth, /er.9.24. Alltheſe 
things and times are out of our power,and fall out by the de- 
terminate counſell of God, As we receiue all cemporall be» 
nefits from the hand of God,not what,not how much , not 
by what meanes weliſt,(o likewiſe wetake opportunities for 
all chings from his hand alſo. For he 1s all hand, holding 
and giuing all chings, what, to whom, how, when hee will, 
Iam.4.,13.14.15.We purpoſe, but know notwhat ſhall be, 
wherefore we muſt ſay,it the Lord will, Prow.27.1, And lere- 
my ſaith,O Lordgtbe way of man is not in bimſelfe. 


Verſe 9. hat bath he that worketh , tu that wherein hee labou:+ 
reth ? 


A c_ of the principallargument,that aman hath 
no profit of all his labours, Chap. 1.3. The Propoſition 
or azor is,Chap.3.1.The Reaſon is framed thus : 

If rherebe 4 time to enery thing and to exery purpoſe under 
the Sunne,then aman hath no profit of all his labowrs, (eeing 
that all things depend on the inftability of times. 

But the Antecedent,or former part of the reaſon 1 trut, as 
I haxe already proned by many examples , of: things natural, 
neceſſary,voluntary. 

Therefore the conſequent or latter part is true alſo , namely 
be that ſiudyeth ,endeanonrethgvorketh , hath no profit in al 
bis labours, 

For the beginning,proceeding,finiſhing,euent,depend all 
on vncertainties. And euen in that he knoweth not what 
ſhall become of his labours, who ſhall haue the benefit, whe - 
ther a wiſe-manor a foolc,his friend,or his foe,doth as much 
afflitthe minde,as to becroſt in the beginning and procee- 
ding of his workes by infortunate caſualties; what greater 
vanity and griefe is there then for a man vpon the reueiw 0 
his laboursto ſay, Opera,c* impenſaperit. All is loſt ? 

| | Verſe 10, 


; 
; 
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Ver.co.11 .Cmmmrnadle, CLESIAST 2.5,Chag. $8: 


Verſe 10, 1haxeſeene the traneltwhich God bath ginen to the 


ſomnes of men,to be exerciſed init. 


3 panama this concluſion toverſe 16. 
In this verſe he ſetreth downe the cauſe of this vanitic 
of mans labour, andthatis the iudgement of God vpon hig 
pride, For thus hath God alwayes auenged the ambition, 
andcuriofity of mans heart, that he ſhould intangle himſelf © 
in infinite buſinetſes, perplexe his minde with endleſle cares 
ſpend all his dayes in troubles;gricfe,anger,ſorrow,licknel 

and tillthe-day of deathro be forgerfull of death, and -va- 
mindfull of the cuent of his toyle. But that hoped contenta- 
tion of.mind, which he:dreameth of,ſhall he never obtaine, 
and-if he doc obeaineit, it ſhaf{ haue macter ſtill of greater 
miſery inie.-Thelſractites moeniuring for fleſh; in che Wil; 
derneſſe had their defires tothe fulizbue the fulneſſe,of their 
deſire, wastheir deſtrution,Nem.11.32.33- And our Saul- 
ourſaich, Marth,6. Verely they hane their reward. So that this 
ſuppoſed contentation,of alifo.carne{tly laboured for , isin 


the potſeffion thereof, but the carneſt; of. everlaſting 
uGey; What profit then bath be that wa (6.97 wherein bee 
labowreth? How much better were it to ſubmit himſelfe to 
the prouidenceof God, and ſuffer himſelfe to be gouerned 
by his lawes ? This verſe is an expolition. of the 13.verle 
of thefirft Chapter. +++ - ty 2! hide] | 


Verſe r1, He hath made enery thing beawifal in bis time: 
alſo he hath ſet the worldin their heart ,ſo that none can finds 
ont the worke that God maketh from the beginning to the end, 


"TY vnprofitable vanity of mans labour is illuſtrated by 
an eAntitheſir,or contrariety of the molt wile worke of 
Gods prouidence. God by the worke of his power and wiſe- 
dome,hath madeand ſerall thingsin: comely order , and by 
the word of his prouidencehe gouerneth and: adminiſtreth 
all things, having prefined aforehiand aconuenientand beau- 


tifull opportunity for every thing. But whereas the jnaagi- 
G nations 
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Verſe 11- An Expoſition, or Chap.. 
nations of mans heart, are onely euill, his prideis ſuch , that 
he would be a god,and equall with God,Ger.3.5.6.and that 
by working out an heauen , a felicitic, .and a glory in the 
world co himſelfe; theretore hath God laid a iudgement vp- 
on his impatience,ambirien,curiolity ; namely,a preſumptu- 
ous and fooliſh dotage,to imagine that he is ableto compre- 
hend the whole courſe of times paſt, and to come, and chere- 
afterto plot his endeuours to attaine a poſhibilitie of his own 
proie&ts, to auoyd all oppolite accidents, and to remoue all 
crolſe occurrences; yetis hee ſofarre from the knowledge 
of that molt wiſe, iuſt, convenient, and ſecret adminiſtration 
or zconomie of God,that he cannot righely conceiue of one 
worke of Gods prouidenceghow it is begun, how it procee- 
deth,how it is finiſhed,by what mcanes, turnings,and retur- 
nings it is effeted, Yea,the wayes of God are paſt finding 
out; Yet this is the madnefſeof thoſe, whom we cail vnder- 
Randing,wile, prudent, and politicke men;to frame a world 
in,and according to their owne hearts,as if they were gods, 
or rather Gods Apes,tharis,firſt,to purpoſe withthemſclucs 
what they will hauc,and what they will be,and then by their 
wiſdome,andſtrengrh,to turneall the world,and every thing 
about to this point,towinde and wring in cuery man, and 
euery matter by craft or violence, by feare,by flattery, by (i- 
mulation, diffimulation , to make in the end a generall 
concurrence or confluence of all ſlreames into this Ocean, 
This impoſlibility is that,wherabout he beateth his braines, 
vexcth his minde,diſquicteth his heart, toyleth hisbody,de- 
privech him(ſelte of all ioy,and comfortable relt all the daies 
of bis life, But whatis ti:e profit of his wiſedome and labour 
inthe laſt end? Evento make him(elfe a foole, aby-word, a 
ſpeRacle of follie. Partarinnt montes, exit ridzcnlus mus, The 
maine end of all,is but a bable like the towre of a Babel , a 


' new nothing. Itis like that great ſenceleſſe lumpe of earth 


that Nabuchadnezzarletvp , yea, it ts liks that huge braize- 
workegthe Synagogue of the Romitſh beaſt, 

Itmay be obieRted,, How can cuill chings be ſaid to br 
beautifall? and what times hath God ordained for wicked- 
neil i 1 anſwere,cuillthings in the kinds and natures m_ 
OL, 


Ver.12.13.Commentary onEcciesiasteys.Chap.y, 


ofzas they proceed from the deuill,and the venemous foun- 
eaine of mans heart,arc loathſome and vgly; buteuillthings 
in their times as God victh them, are beautifull,neceſſary,and 
comely,namely,as they arcſent as iuſt and due puniſhments 
from God, as executions of wrath and vengeance for the 
wickednelle of the world , andtryall of the faith , and pati- 
ence of his ſeruants; Intime of peace there is vnthankful- 
nefle,pride,contempt of God, abuſing of his creatures to ri- 
ot and excelle ; thenthe (word, famine, warres , peſtilence 
and manifold miſcries, arc in thaereſpeRt beautifull in their 
time, Many men get their goods by couctouſnetle,racking, 
oppreſſion, vniuſt dealing,cxtortion, bribery, deceit, vſury, 
vnmercifulnefleto the poore,purloyning,and wichholdin 
of the Lexites wages. Now itis a iuft reucnge,and beauciful 
that a Ruffian and dingthrift riſe vp,and riotouſly waſte all. 
Daxid committed adultery with Bathzeba, and ſlew her huf- 
band; This diſpleaſed the Lord,2 Sew. 12. Therefore ſhall 
the (word neuer departfrom his houſe, he will raiſe evill a- 
gainſt him out of his owne houſe,and take his wiues before 
his eyes,and giue them vnto his neighbour, &c. tSo e Lanes 
defiled his fiſter Thamar, and Abſolonin reuenge llew him, 
e Abſolon rebelled againſt his father, and by the counſell of 
Achitophell committed inceſt with his wiues,&c, Afterwards 
Acbitophell hanged himſelfe,and «Ab/olon was laine by Toab, 
(and he wasexccuted by Solomen,) Theſe adulterics , mur- 
thers,inceſts,rebcllions, treaſons are in their kindes abomi- 
nable,but as they are iudgements of God, beautifull. He tur- 
neth all evillthings co the good of his Ele&, and his owne 
glory as well in executing Iuſtice,as ſhewing mercy. 


Verſe 12, I know that there « no goodinthem , but for a man to 
reiojce,and to doe good in bu life. 

Verſe 1 3, Andalſs that exery man ſhould eate, and drinks, andin- 
joy the good of all his labour jt is the gift of God. 


-- theſe verſes he gathereth and concludeth from the for- Remedics of 
mer obſeruations and conliderarions , the.righe vic of all vanigics 


G3 worldly 
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Verſe 14. An Expoſition, or Chap.3: 
worldly things,fora remedy or mitigation ofthe vanities,as 
he did,Chap.2.24,which he confirmeth, farlt, by the teſti- 
mony of his owne knowledge, ſecondly , by the efficient 
cauſe, Secing that it is the propertic of foolesto weary them- 
ſelues aboutvainecontriuing,and diſpoling of things accors 
ding to their inordinate delires, let the wile man be better 
aduiſed, and learne by the example of. Gods dealing with 
them, how to apply himſelfe both to get and ſpend;namely, 
with a contented mind, and quiet heart. Let him lcarne to 
reioyce, and cheere his body in the comfortable and ſober 
vie thereof,and to giue part to the poore,£phe/.4 28. and to 
the Church,i Cor,9.14. To this tranquility of minde Daxid 


exhorteth,P/al.37: 3. Hope in the Lord,and be doing good dwell 


#nthe land, and verily thowſhalt be fed. Relye on Gods prout- 
dence, and leane not to thine owne wiſedome, as Solomon 
ſaith: This is all the good, that all our wiſedome and trauc!l 
can produce outof theſe earthly things, and the onely true 
profit that can be made of them. But chisconlideration can 
no man fetch outof his owne braine : If he doc apprehend 
it, yee his memory cannotlong hold it. And ifheedoe re- 
memberit, yet his fooliſh heart cannot practiſe it , becaule 
wits ( not ſcaſoned with grace) muſt be working. It is there- 
fore the gift of God, 


Verle 14+ I know that whatſcener God doth, it ſhall be far ener : 
nothing can be pat toit nor any thing taken from it1 and God 
doth it that men foould feare before him. 


Confirmation of contentation, and tranquility in the 

rightand good vſe of things,drawne from the ſtedfalt» 
neſle of Gods workes,which are vnalterable.It is meere mad- 
neſle,cither to think that the cauſes of things,and their pro- 
ccedings are in our power,or that the cuents of our counſels 
ſhall be according to our delignements , or yet to vexe our 
ſelucs at all, if the ſucceſſe be not anfwerable according to 
our expeRation, For let a mortall man deuile , aduiſe, and 
plot what he will,andas he will, yet can-hee neuer difanull, 
or any whit alter the decree of God,for the MepeaSone oe 

0 


Ver.i5. Commentary on EccLeSIAs rE5, Chaps: 


of che heart, faith So/omon,but the anſwere ofthe tongue is of 
the Lord,and ſois che worke of the hands, Yeazit is a great 
impictic for a man to thinke that he can by his power or 
free-will,eicher adde,or detrat from the decree of God , or 
eurne alide any part of hiscounſell: For eucnthat which a 
man hath done by his frce-will , was originally from the vn- 
changeable decree of Gods will, 47. 4. 28. From whence 
procceded euill but from the negation of elefion and 
gif: of perſcuerance ? The ardering and difpoling where- 
of,God hath decreed accordingto the pleaſure of his will, 
which is a depth vnſcarchable, vyncomprehenſible. But wee 
know this,that he doth all out ofthe loue of himſelfe,and to 
the glory of himſelfe: And fo 18 heall in all. All this he con- 
firmes by the teſtimony of his owne knowledge. 
Moreouer, the vnchangeablenelle of Gods prouidence, is 
- amplified by the end thereof,7 bat men mught feare before him, 
That men ſfecing their owneignorance,weakenelle, touliſh- 
nefle,in the divine additions, detractions , changings and 
diſanulling ofcheir purpoſes and delignes on the one (idey 
' andallchings ſwayed by anouer-ruling power on the other 
fide ; might be brought even whether they will or no, into 
his prelerice znamely to acknowledge, reverence, and to de- 
uu on him only,and humble them(clues co his ordinance, 
cing reuoked from their owne ambition and pride , by the 
vnhappy ſuccefle oftheir wiſeſt, and (ureſt courſes. This is 
that which Moſes ſolabourethin the repetition of the law to 
imprintia the minds of the Iſraclites, Dent. 8.2.3» 


Verſe 15. That which hath beene,is now, and that which t to be, 
E bath already beene,and God requireth that which u paſt. 


Confirmation of the ability of Gods purpoſes or 

\ workes of his prouidence,as before, (hap. 1.9. As the 
heauens,windes,rivers, have their conſtant courſes , and re» 
courſes by perpetuall motion z euen ſu God hath prouided 
in his moſt wiſe adminiſtration of mans affairesal(o,that one 
thing ſhould ſucceed another,according totheinſtability of 


times, and returne againeby their courſes , cucn intheir cir- 
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85 Verſe 16- An Expoſition, or Chap.z. 


cuits, in kinde and nature, according to the reſtleiTe reuo= 
lution of time, So that whatſocuer hath beene in oldtime, 
is now at this preſent : and wharſocuer is gone and paſt, ſhall 
God cauſe to returne againe. Therefore, as times, fo are all 
things in time in the hands of God, and as all things come 
from his hand in their conuenient ſeaſons , ſo againe they 
returne into his hand, as the ſeede is call out of the hand of 
the ſower, and returneth againe into the hand of the (ower, 
circularly for ecuer. 


Verſe 16. e Aud moreoner , I (aw wnder the Sunne the place of 
indgement , that wickednefſe was there; and the place of righ- 
reonſneſſe, that iniquity was there, 


” xg here a own: hath heretofore declared in generall thevanity of 
ties of the bo. mans wiſedome and providence, by peculiar obſeruation - 
dy naturall, ro aNd experience: now hee commeth particularly to declare 
the vanities of the vanities,and vexations, vncertainty,and inſtability of all 
te body poli- worldly things, by his diligent obſervation of outward ex- 
9 . amples inciuill Rate,or common life, All which tend tilleo 
nid proſe?!” the ame end, ro wit,that a man can findeno per | {: 
logsſme,to prouc —_ , perpetual courte 
the Epilogme. Of proſperity in any worldly ſlate, nor any thing in any ſtate 
Chap.t.3. wherein to content his minde, and reſt his heart,but that all 
things are full of vanity and vexation, and ſo conſequently 
hemuſt reſt on God onely, Of theſe vanities and evils,fome 
procecde from the malice of others,or doc outwardly come 

to a man, as thoſe examples following doe manifeſt, 
1. Example of The firſt exampleis of oppreſſours, wherein he ſheweth 
aanitics obſer- how vanity and vexation is increaſed by oppreſſion, Euery 
u:din ourward man and eſtate is ſubieReo troubles, and contentions, cau- 
things. ſed partly through want of wiſedome and providence to 
preuent euils, partly bytheviolenceof cruell and mercilefle 
men, partly through the vnquietneſſe of humorous, and 
diſtempe:ed perſons , partly chrough many vnauoydable 
chances, Howfſoeuer, wheare and tares, Gods flocke and 
evill beaſts, muft live together in ciuill Rate during the time 
of this life. Now whereas in this mixture, innumerable con- 
trouerlics and wrongs ariſe, good lawes are eſtabliſhed for 


the 


Ver.17 .Commentary onEcciestastys, Chap.z, 


the deciding of rhe one, and reforming of the other, that 
men might liue happily, by the preſeruation of peace, and 
iuftice, And for the. making , and execution of the ſame 
lawes,are Magiſtrates ordained. But I ſaw that wrong reig- 
ned in the place of iudgement, as well as any where elſe, and 
that publike authority was made but a cloake, yea, a defence 
of publike iniultice, whereof the Scriptures affoord vs mas» 
ny exampfes, Here is vanity, for no certaine remedy can 
be found here, but rather greateſt evils oft times proceede 
from hence, 


Verſe 17. 7 ſaid in mine heart, God ſhall indge the righteous, and 
the wicked: for there is a time there, for encry purpoſe, and for 
enery works. 


Jy of yanity,increaſed by the place of iudge- 
racnt, ( wherein notwithſtanding to the faithfull that 
waite on God, there is matter of comfort.) Becauſe no 
remedy is here to be had, and that iudgement proceedeth 
Bot forth, bue is turned into gall and wormewood, (for theſe 
perſons being armed with publike authority , thinke to vic 
the Lawes at their pleaſure, without | vom gs ) therefore 
the oppreſſed muſt appealeto the iultIudge, and vopartiall 
auenger of euery wrong, But God doth notalwayes ſmite 
finners in the a& of ſinne, but commonly when they haue 
forgotten, and are in greateſt ſecurity z as eFwnoy had the 
tab, when his heart was merry with wine; Antiochus when 
he was in the height of his pride; Alexander and Herod,when 
they tooke vpon them to be gods ; /ulmu Ceſar when he was 
in the Senate; /er»/alem about forty yeeres after Chrilts re- 
ſurreRtion, when all-was forgotten. Therefore a man-muſt 
ſtay Gods leiſure: Forthe Lord will come, and not tarry,he 
will be a ſwift witnelle, and avenger of wrongs. All muſt be 
conuented before his iadgement ſeate, 2 Cor.5,10. and ren- 
der an account of every idle word,much more of euill deeds. 
All is vanity. 

For there is a time there for enery purpoſe,and for every worke. 


This word, [ there } as I thinke, hath relation to Gods iudge- 
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ace notſubie&ro (inne, nor culpable of ivdgement, 


Verſe 18. A" Expoſition, or Chap.3. 
ment ſeate, as if hee ſhould fay , vniuſt Magiſtrates have a 
time by the patience, and long-ſuffering of God, to fulill 
their bloud-thirſty, and gold-thirfty lufts : but another time 
ſhall ſucceede that, when the wronger and wronged, the juſt 
and vniuſt. ſhall give vp an account, and be doomed accor- 
ding to their workes, toliveor diefor euer: And euenthen 
when they (it vypon the iudgement ſeate, is God preſentto 
take notice of their corrupt and partiall dealings, to cenſure 
them, and to giue ſentence ypon their ſentence; yea, and to 
beginne the execution of his ſentence ypon them by vntime- 
ly death, diſgrace, baniſhment, nav of conſcience, &c. 
Therefore they that hate authorityand power to doe what 
they will, and to hauc what they will, and thoſe that are 
fireogthened by authority in their luſts, ſhall obtaine no 
profit, nor quietnelle of heart thereby, This alſo is vanity, 
and vexation to them , aſwell as ſuffering wrong to theo» 
ther. , 


Verſe18, 7 ſaid in my heart concerning the eſtate of the ſannes 
of men, that God might manifeſt thews, and that they might ſee 
that they themjelnes are beaſts, | 


Confirmation of the former. I ſaid in my heart con-. 

cerning the (tate, or condition of the ſonnes of men, 
that God by judgement might manifeſt chem, or lay them 
open, (for where no{aw is, there i#no difference, and where 
no judgement is, there isas little ) and that they mighe ſee 
their owne ſhame, namely, themſelves to be beaſts;and that 
by their beaſtly lufts and affeRions, chiefly by their cruelty 
ore towards another, in deuouring and preying one vpon 
another; as fiſhes, birds, and beaſts doe, which want vnder- 
ſtanding andreaſon, and ſo knownot God, nor themſelves. 
And chough they glorifie thewſclues,and are as gods in their 
owneeyes,and cauſe others to fall downe,and humblethem- 
ſelues vnto them, whereout they ſucke no ſmall aduant 
yet ſhall they die like men, and come to the ſame end che 
beaſts doe, yea; they are more miſerable then beaſts, which 


Or, 


Ver.19. Commenteryon EccLlns1asTets, Chap.z: 


Or, theſe wordes may be thus interpreted, 7 aid in my 
heart, concerning the order of the ſonnes of men, that God bad £t 
neu them dignity,and to(ce tothe are as beaſisro themſeluer; For 
this word Dibrab,lignifierh order, Pſal.1 10.4.and Barar lig- 
nifieth ro chuſe, te purge, to declare, whereof commeth Be» 
ravine, choyce men ſer vp in dignity, namely, Princes, Ru» 
ters, Gouernours, Officers ordained of God, for peaceable, 
honelt, and happy life, which abuling themſelues and their 
run are to mans reaſon as but (tronger, and moreſubtile 
| _ preyingvpon the weaker and more imple & harme- 

elle, | 

Againe, they may betranſlated thus, rbat they might cleere, : 
or inflifie God, und [ce that they themſelues are beaſtr; andthere« 
fore vanity it ſelfe, euen out of meaſure vaine. Laſtly, thus, 
that God had parged them, id eft, created them pure, holy, and 
righteous, in his owne image, in the beginning, yet to ſee 
to, in this {tate of degeneration or corruption}, they are i 
thethſelues 4: beaſts, accordingly as he ſaith, Chap:7.31.' God 
hath made man righteous , but they bae ſought out many inuen- 
tions: and Pſal.qgg, 20, Manthat vin bonour, and mnderſtan« 
deth not, #1 like the beafti that periſh. Which of thele inter- 
pretations is the moſt genuine and naturall, I leaue co cuery 
mans iudgement, 


Verſe 19, For that which befalleth the ſonner of men , befalleth 

beifti,oum one thing brfalleth them all: as the one dyeth;ſo ayeth 

' the other, yea, they bake all one breath, ſo vhat a man hath no 
preheminence aboxe 4 beaſt: for all 1 vanity. 


Ye apt coherence of theſe three verſes following with 
A the former, intimace, that the laft interpretation is tho 
moft proper, For they area reaſon prouing the corruption, 
vanity, vileneſſe, and miſery of proud man, by comparing 
hins to beaſts, whole frailety, corruption, or vanity ,is Gods 
judgement vpon man, In them may hee behold his ſinne, 
and his }f punifuments for linne before hiseyes, if o- 
therwiſe he be inſenilible, which are the fore-runners,and be- 
ginning of eternal torments;and ſencelefacile isa iudgemen - 


Verſe 20. An Expoſition, or Chap. 3 
of God vpon the reprobate, This like condition of man 
and beaſt, to carnall judgement, is ſee downe in thele three 
verſes; which ſimilicude or likenefle made the Epicnres to 
thiake thatthe cſtartc and condition of them both , was all 
one and conſequently, that to cate, drinke, and play, was 
the chicfe good, or onely Felicity of man, For wee (ce by 
daily experience, that man and beaſt are (ubic to the like 
caſualties and misfortunes, how men vexe, deuoure, lye in 
waite, inſnare,kill, &c. one another, as beaſts doe, how they 
die, as beaſts doe, having the ſame cauſes of corruption in 
them with beaſts, They haue the ſame breath whereby they 
liue, the (ame ſpirit whereby they moue, the ſame ſenſes, the 
ſame inward and outward members, and in bodily ſhape 
many beaſts come neereynto him,and he is ſubieR to defor- 
mitics, and all infirmities in his kinde, as much, and more 
theo they. Sothat in outward ſtate hee hath no prehemi- 
nence aboue the bealt, For he cannot longer vſc the things 
of this World,nor carry any thing away with him morethen 
the beaſt doth, The reaſon is, becauſe all is vanity, There- 
fore there is no difference. 


Verſe 20. et goe wnto one place, all are of the deft, and allturne 
to duſt againe. | 


Commoration. ef gee to one place, thatis, both men 

and beaſt are diſſolued againe intorhcir elements. For 

God created all chings of the duſt , and all turne to duſt a- 
gaine. There isthe ſame matter of man,:and beaſt, Some 
chinke that beaſt was made of the earth, and man of the duſt 
of the carth, ts wit, cither of mire, or elſe of the dult,that ly- 
eth on the lur-face of the earth. Bue that is an idle conten- 
tion. For mire,anddult, andearth,arcall one, and the fame 
in ctience or ſubſtance. When therainefalleth on the earth, 
it is mire , when the Sunne extrateth the moifture out of it, 
itis duſt. So that the whole carth is nothing but duſk, or 
mire, -whether you. will, Therefore! man was not:made.of 
baſcr matter :thea-bealt, as (bomelay ibutrather of -betrer2 
For «Adam lignificth red earth, or red duſt, orred mire, All 
is 


Ver.21. Commentary on EcciegsiasTes, Chap.z, 


is one without any difference. And So/owonſaith here, all are 
of the duſt,or earch, which by the figure Synecdoche lignifi- 
eth allthe elements, whereof carth in earthly ehings is pre- 
dominant,and water in the creaturesthereof, Noelement is 
{imple,or pure, butit hath a mixture of other elements allo 
to be the Chaos or nurſe of their ſundry creatures , which in 
their purity they could not be. So that carthiy things are 
moſt earth, eſpecially, the more particular or f{1mpler creas 
tures,as mettals,ſtones,trees, &c, Yet water,ayre, and fire al- 
ſo, with which the element of carth is mixed : By vertue ob 
which mixture, man and beaſt are made of the other ele- 
ments as well as of the earth- \ + | 


Verſe 21, Who kneweth the ſpirit of man that goeth upward,and 
the fpirit of a beaſt that goeth downe-ward to the earth ? 


Continuance of the commoration, figured by the pre- 

uention ofan obieion,thus, There isgreat difference 
betweene man,and beaſt: For mans brutall nature and ſpirit 
is but the plaſme or veſlell of his ſoule, which is not com- 
pound, or mixed with it, but onely vnited to it. Therefore 
when this fraileveſſell is broken or diflolued,the immortall 
| ſpirieor ſoule alcendeth to God that gave it , and the veſlell 
againe is abſumed into the elements whereof it was formed. 
But the ſpirit of a beaſt is nothing but the quintetTence , the 
pureſt: and prime of his body, or his hte, which conli> 
ſeth in the harmony or vnion of the elements; and ſo not 
being another eſſence (eparable from the body,it dycth with 


thebody, An/. This is indeed the holy and divine truch, bur 


now ſpeaking of the worldly,outward,and miſerable ſtate of 
manzasit appearethto humaineſenſes andreaſon,whocan by 
any ſigne ottoken,or skill of Anatomy find out any differing 
wayes of theſe ſpirits? What man can ſhew me the aſcending 
of mans ſpirit into heauen, or che deſcending of the beaſts 
ſpirit incothe earth ; namely,chediſperling thereof into the 
elements?If a man ſay,that the (pirit of man aſcends vpwards 
intothefirmament, how can helet me ſee that ? bur if ir doe, 


then doththe bcaſtsſo alſo. For the firmament is but the 
quin-- 
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Verſe 23. An Expoſuion , or Chap.3. 


quinteſſenceor prime of the elements, as the ſpirit is of the 


body,according to Plato, And be it that by humaine rea- 


ſon, a man may ealily demonſtrate theimmorrality of the 
ſoule,as the learned heathen haue all done, yet what is that 
to the outward worldly ſtate of man liuing ? Man whiles 
hee is man, (:and of man we onely ſpeake,not of fpirits) is 
no better then beaſt, So that co conclude z Sceing that it is 
with man, as with beaft,there is no profit , no contentment, 
no reſt, no durable proſperity, no happinclle at all in this 
curſed, confuſed,brutall world,but all is vanity. 


Verſe 22. Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better , then 
that a mas ſhould reioyce in by onne workes : for that is bis 


portion ; for who ſhall bring h1m to (cewhat (ball be after him ? 


' A Concluſion of the gs conſideration, regard, and vſc 
of worldiy.chings inferred as before, ver, I2. And Chop, 
2.24. Sceing that there is nothing but vaniey and milſcrie, 
I perceived that it was but vanity and fully to lecke for any 
happineſle in any worldly ſtate. And chat it was the point 
of true and ſolide wiſdome for 8 man to reioyce his heart in 
the honeſt getting,comfortableviing,andprudene diſpoling 
of things putinto his hand by the prouidenceof God, while 
It 1s his,even in his hands, For thisis a mans portion, yeaall 
the good that can be tound in them,and by theax. For who 
can bring 4 man to ſee what (hallbe after bum? Chap-2. 18.19. 
Tic knowledge of after-times belongeth to God onely, and 
when we are gone,then is all out of our hands, and none of 
ours,but lettto Gods difpoling , which how God vſeth and 
beſtoweth, or what good is done therewith, is no thankes, 
norewardto vs, Therefore it is but folly for a man to de- 
prive himſelfe of the benefit of his workes, andeo diſquice 
his heart and minde in vaine, with providing and plottio 
for after-times z namely,for his poſterity, whereof hee hat 
no certainty. What greater folly is there;then tor aman to 
torment his body,vexe his ſpirit, torture his conſcience, loſe 
his ſoule,for thoſe that come after him, which either ſhall be 
wrelted from their goods,or die preſently after him,or on 
uly 


fully ſpend them, working out their damnation in the pro- 
digall (periding , ashedidin the coverous getting, But if 
they doe enioy them,and doe goud with them, yet isthat no» 
thing to him that is now in torment. For itis noe by vertue 
of the goods gotten,and left by him,but of Gods grace, and 
that doth good as well without thoſe goods, as with them. 
Forit'is not how much we doe, but how well, not what, bur 
what Godaccepteth, For all is his owne, wee can doe no- 
ehing for him,nor giae any thing to him, 


COfESICNENIONIC aloe) 
Crnarrer [I]I, 


Verſe 1. So [returned, and conſidered all the eppreſſions that are 
done wnder the Sunne ; and behold the teares of ſuch arwere op. 
preſſed, and they bad no Comforter : and on the ſide of their op- 
preſſours there was power,but they had no Comforter, 


\\Þ is of the oppreiſed, This is the ſecond ex- 

y ample ol. vanities , obſerued in outward 
RY things, ſuch things as outwardly come to a 
man. Theſe words haue dependance on 
verſe 16. chap. 3. There heſhewed how va- 
= was increaſed by corruption in place of- ludgement and 
Juſtice ; here hee ſheweth how vanity is increaſed by mani- 
fold oppreflions cuery where ; whereby almoſt cucry man 
of wit and wealth oppreſſeth, treadeth on, inſnareth and 
vexcth theinferiour and weaker,after the manner of beaſts, 
end bebold; A graphicall or liuely deſcription of oppreſli- 
ons in all ages, and among all ſorts of men, continuall and 
common. Theyare deſcribed 

Firſt,by the greatneſſethereof, They are ſuch as cauſed 
wot onely griefe and complaining,but allo tearcs, 

Secondly, they are amplyticd by their want of remedy, 
the incompaſllionateneſſeot people , which isthe linne of 


| Sodom, They had no Comforter, There was none to _— 
: them, 


Ver.1. Conmentaryon Ecciesiastes, Chap.g, 
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Second example of corruption in ciuil (tate, 1-Example of 
VAnimes 11 Outs 


ward things. 
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Verle 2.3. An Expoſition, or Chap. 4. 
chem, none totake their parts, none tocounſel| them, but 
every one rather treading on him that falleth), after the man- 
ner of brute bealts, 

T hirdly,by the perſons oppreſling , which weremen of 
authority and power, that had the law in their owne hands, 

Fourthly,by the incompaſlionatenes of other great men, 
which were mercileſſe, cruell, and hard-hearted, abouec the 
common ſort of rude people, as /erem, 5, 26.27.28. com- 
plaineth. Which perſons though they were ableto remedy 
wrongs,yet they rather approued the ſame,as Herod did Ps- 
lates,and Pate in ſome ſort did the Prieſts and Phariſes : So 
farre were they from affording any comfortto the diſtreſſed. 
The whole verſe laboureth of a gradation. 


Verſe 2. #herefore I uns the dead, which are already dead, 
more then the liutng,which are yet aline, 

Verle 3, Tea,better 35 be then both they which hath not yet beeng 
who hath not ſcene the euill worke that is doue under the Sw. 


A N amplification. He amplifieth eheſe grieuous evils 
both of the opprefſours, and the oppreilcd, by a com- 
pariſon from the Lefſe to the Greater, T hey that are dead, 
having lefe their wives and children, lands and goods be- 
hind them, which isa great cauſe of mourning , and teares 


 ascontrarily life is ioy z are notwithſtanding more happy 


then theſe thatare living, and inioy the priviledges of life. 
This compariſon 1s figured by a Rewocation, whereby he re- 
calleth backe the former compariſon as not ſufficient to 
illuſtrate the vanities and miſeries of life, and bringeth in 
another more hit to expreſlethe greatneſle thereof, Yea, ra- 
ther the condition of himthat is not yet borne, is better then 
they both, becauſe he hath not felt nor ſeene the calamities 
of the world, Better icis notto be at all,then to be inmilſery, 
What profit then hath a man of all the labour that hetaketh 


vnder the Sunne ? Hwnduc eft innolucrum , fine Chaos miſeri- 
Aru, 


Verſe 


Ver.4. Commentary on EccLesiasTeEs. Chap.g, 


Verle 4. eAgaine, I confidered all tranell, and enery right works, 
that for this a man is enuyed of his netghbour : this is alſe vas 
| wity and vexationof ſpirit. 


A Third example of vanities,outwardly incident to man, 11. Example 
isenuy , not ative but paſſive, By enuy allo isvanity of vanity in 
eatly increaſed, I conſidered all the honelt and moderate outward things 


abour of him thatrightly carned-his living, without coue- 
touſneſſe and wrong,who deprived not his foule of comfort 
by hoarding them vp,but reioyced in the work of his hands, 
and extended the truits of his labours ro others alſo. Bur 
even this man was enuyed of his neighbour, becauſe he was 
good , and did good, Yea, cuen they that were pertakers 
of the benefit of his labours with him, reioyced at his fall, 
Wherefore did Cawhate his brother ? cuen becauſe his bro- 
thers deeds were good, and his owne euill, Wherefore 
ſhould Laban; houſe enuy /acob, through whoſe faithfulnes 
allchings proſpered well with them? yet ſo it was andis. 
Wherforc doth the righteous man make himſelfe a prey? 1/4. 
$9.1 5.Becauſe he ſpeakeththe truth, and departeth from e- 
uill.Why did the ſonnes of 7acob, cnuy _ es enhy for loſeph ? 
becauſe their father loued hicmm. What occaſioned 1/mae! to 
mocke //aac ? Gen,2 1.9.Euen becauſe God had blefled him. 
Andewmerfaith, Chap,5.10, Hee that rebukath inthe gate is 
bated,and be is abborred that ſpeaketh wprightly. Why was our 
Sauiour Chriſt hated, perſecuted,crucitied ? becauſe he was 
true,holy,rightcous,the holy one,and the iuſt, Becaufe hee 
was good, and his goodneſſe extended wholly to others, 
For in the world he had no prerogatiues of che world, all 
wastheirs,agd their childrens,he tooke nothing , but gaue 
himſelfefor them he was pA v8ewn @Q-, full of louc and fas 
uour to man,whatſoeuer he was it was for mans good, Yet 
in this he could nor be pardoned , but mult be put to ſhame 
and contempt with the greateſt malefators. All this ar- 
guerh the great vanity of thus life, 
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Verſe5.6. An Expoſition , or Chap. 4: 


Verſe 5, The foolefoldeth his hands together , andeateth bir owne 
fleſh, 
_ 6, Better is an handful! with quietneſſe,then both the hands 
full with tranell,and vexation of ſpirit, 


Heſe vanities or evils hereafter following,proceed from 
amans ſelfe, from withia him, whereof there be three 
examples following in this Chapter,to wit,of the (loathſull, 
the niggard, and the will-full , which heape miſcries vpon 
themſelues by their owne folly. 
The firſt example is of ſloathfulneſſe,whereby much va- 
nity isincrealed, whereof much wickednetle and miſery pro 
ceedeth. The fluggard is graphically depeinted forth by an 


. hypotipoſis , or liuely deſcription, by his gexeral, and effefti, in 


this verſe, The ſoole. Theidle perfon'1s firlt deſcribed by his 
generall he is a foole,or wicked perſon,one of that ranke that 
wantcth wiſedome and vnderſtanding. For he deſpiſeth the 
decree and ordinance of God. Gen.3.19. In the ſweat of thy 
face ſhalt thou get thy lining. Againe,hebringerhhimſclfe,into 
contempt, baſe account , and harred, by wilfull poverty, 
Moreover, he bringeth himſclteinto bondage and (ſlavery, 
when heis inforſt to run into debt,and to ſubmit himlelfe to 
the vices,andewill diſpofitions, whatlocuer they be, of other 
men,to plealethem,for reliefe,and fo robe the ſeruant of o- 
ther mens corruptions,aſonne of Beliad. Finally, he (etteth 
open the gap to infinite cuils very hardly ro: be auoyded , as 
lying,dilſembling, flattering, humouring,grudging,enuyings 
ſtcaling,robbing,murthering,impriſonment,&c. 

T he foole foldeth bis hands together. Secondly,he is deſcribed 
by his deedes,or geftures, which are privatiues or pravatiues 
rather,(ignifying not any labour,or preparation to labour, 
but a preparation to morereſt and eaſe, which is a priuation 
of labour, Hee foldeth his hands. Hee ſitteth or lycth now 
ſtrercching,now enwrapping his armes/one within another, 
now yawning to eaſe himſelfe a little ;: when through-wane 
of motion,the blood drawing more inwardly thicknethylea- 
uing the outward limmes more riged and ſtiffe, andſetleth 
aboue 


LOC, OR bags, ee Rt 


about the heare, Now he hangcth thechin into the bolome, 
becauſe his lazineſſe wil not rouze vp hiedall ſpirits, and dif- 
perſe his cold and clottered bloud, Now hee looketh yp- 
ward, gaping with open mouth, becauſe he will not ſtretch 
alittlethe (inewes of his throate and chapps, as a man doth 
that looketh vpwards with his lippes ſhut; thereforethis idle 
foole draweth his breath in at bis mouth molt commonly, 
for the rheume aſcending into his head, for want of mode- 
rate exerciſe, and diſcending into his noſe, hindercth the ea- 
fie paſſage of his breath , that hee cannoc ſo fully cnioy his 
pleaſant fleepe. And for recreation lake, when he is weary 
with ſleeping onthe one (ide, heturneth onthe other, as the 
gate doth on the hookes, Prou.26.14. 

Azaine , He foldeth bis hande together, As others vnfold 
their hands,armes, knees,to labour; ſo he infoldeth or crud- 
leth his limbes together to flzepe, as every kinde of creature 
doth, Working, and walking, doe moſt exercile the body, 
Rtanding lefle, leaning letle then that, lieting lefle, and lying 
lefſe then that, bur the infolling of the members give 
greare(t ret, and (ecuriry. For then the blood is kept 
more temperate, hee coucheth in a leſſeroome, and is 
ſooner vp, if any cuill outwardly afſaile him, In heat the 
fluggard diſplayeth abroad his limbes, in cold hegathereth 
them on an heape. Theſe drowlie fooles liue by inftin of 
corruptnature likebeaſts, As for prodigall, ſtirring, lively, 
and witty fooles, they more reſemble the Diuell, They are 
not ſnailes, but waſpes, and hornets, They areigdleallo, for 
either they liue in no profetlion or calling , or elſe take no 
paines in their profeſſion, And of them is this text alſo vn- 
derſtood. | 

end eateth vp hi owne fleſh, What other evils ſocuer hee 
may auoide, yet this is a ſure puniſhment laid on Muggith- 
neſle, thatit pineth, and conſumeth the body, as it walteth 
the outward (tate. For by labour muſt a man liue, therefore 
by idlenetc ſhall he deſtroy himleife, For idlencfle is a cauſe 
of many diſeaſes, when the dregges of the humours are not 
moued, nor ſuperfluities evaporated by agitation, and{weat, 
Drowfineſle breedeth — and vaineplcaſures, _ 
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Verſe 6- An Expoſition, or Chap.g. 
is another kinde of idlenetſe, bringeth pouerty and paine. 
Againe, he eateth vp his owne fleſh with griefe, enuie, coue- 
touſneſle, Griefe layeth him,Prov.21.25. Envic and coue- 
toulne(lſe conſume the fleſh, and drye the bones, Many 
ſluggards are couetous and greedy, yet proud , and idle, 
enuying the plenty of thoſe that labour, and ſpeakecuill of 
them, Therc are abundance of ſuch like now a dayes. 
Verſe6. Better u an handful! with quietneſſe, cc, Thirdly, 
the ſluggard is here deſcribed by his inward eftes, or vaine 
imaginations of his fooliſh heart, deſtitute of iudgement, ve- 
tered by the tongue, whereby he excuſeth, maintaineth, and 
confirmeth himſelfe in his idlenefſe. For a foole wantech 
not his realons,yea,the fluggardis wiſer in his owne conceit, 
then ſeauen men that can render a realong Pron.26.16, But 
his reaſons are grounded on his luſt, and according to his 
luſt, for that is his law, Better it « to bawe an hand/ull with 
quietneſſe,then both hands full with trauell c+ vexation of ſpirit. As 
it he ſhould lay, it is better for a man to contenthimſelfe with 
alittle with reſt, then to toyle himſelfe as the drudge doth, 
carking and caring nightand day hee cannottell for whom. 
What ſhould a man.doe, but cate and drinke, and play,and 
be merry,and take his naturall reſt? Aman cannot tell how 
long hee ſhall live, wherefore then ſheuld hee make a beaſt 
of himſelfe ? He wereas good ſpend his goods himſclfec, as 
let another ſpend them, A man may labour all his life to 
gather goods for his children,andthey may hap to be rather 
the worſe, then better for them, For as he hath freed them 
from care to get them, (o will they but care how to walte 
them. Againe, he that (triucthto be rich, ſhall be intangled 
in manifold bulinefles, troubles, luits, and be diſquieted with 
a multitude of ſeruants and labourers, which will ſpend it as 
faſt as they get it, Moreouer , be that hath much, is. but a 
prey totheeues, robbers, andcatch-poles, ſo that vnleſſehee 
ooke well and warily to himſelfe, hee ſhall be inſnared one 
wav or 2:h77, 2nd be hated and enuved. Now for a man to 
live, and lic continually thus at defence, is a great Vexation, 
and better were it that his goods were farre enough, then to 


liuc in contiguall feare, and drudgery, Theretore I hold it 
| awiler 


Ver.7.8. Commentary mEccLesIasTes, Chap,g, 


a wiſer courſe for a man to take hiscaſe and pleaſure, te be 
content with a little, let the World runne which way it will. 
The ſluggard ſcemes to have many good (peeghes oft times, 
but they proceede from an cuill heart, and tend to an euill 
end. Therefore they arc.but fooliſhnelle and wickednelle. 


Verſe 7, Then 1 returned, and ſaw vanity under the Sunne. 


A Second example of the contrary, ro wit, of couetoul- y, gxamyle of 
nefle, and drudgery, whereby vanity increaſed. Then inw:rd cuils is, 
I returned , and ſaw vanity, &c, When | beheld rhe fooliſh. v*fociable- 
neile of the careleſſe ſluggard, and withall looking about **© 


for the hearted man that h d wiſedome to order himſelte 
rightly in the affaires of this lite, anvther extremity offered 
it ſelfe co my (light , which was a vanity aboue all vanities, 
yea, darkening all other, as the Sunne doth the (tarres. So 
that inee thought I begat1 but now to (ee vanity vnder the 
Sunne, Theſe words therefore are as it were a magnifcall 
preface to che deſcription of ſome great thing. 


Verſe 8. There t one alone, and there i not a ſecond, yea, be bath 
neither child nor brother , yet is there no endof all his labour, 
neither is bu eye /atufied with richer , meither ſaith bee, for 
whom doe I labour, and bereaue my ſoule of good ? this us alſo 
vanity, yea, it is aſore trauel, 


A Deſcription of the impure dredge. Firft, by his ſolita- 
rinelſe,ur vnlatiableneile : There i one, and not 4 ſecond, 
Thatis to (ay,a ſolivagant,or ſolitary vagrant,a Deaftricolowe 
perſon, whoſe heare is fixed in the ground likethe roote of a 
tree,neither a rationall,nor yet a brutall creature, but a plaine 
vegitable , or locomeciue plant. For divers of this kmde 
there be, that are without coniugall affetion, or abltaine 
from marriage for feare of charge of children and expence. 
For bee hath not a ſecond , ( all living creatures are (@ciable 
but he) that is, he hath no companion or fellow, all compa- 
nies are vaine and cuill, and offenliue to this ſober one, (for 
ſo is he conceited of hiaſclfc) and the belt man with him ha 

H 3 c 


— — a 


100 


Verſe 8. CAn Expoſition, o& Chap. 
bur a talker, a familiar friend is but a difturber of his 
thoughts, and hindereth him from his buſineſle. So feare» 
full and carefull, diſtruſifull and deſpairefullisa man, when 
God leaveth him to himſelfe, 

Secondly, he is deſcribed by his vnreaſonablenefſe , ar- 
gued by the negation of the impullive cauſes of hiscarefull 
drudgery. He hath neither child ner brother, kinſman , nor ali- 
axce , at leaſt that ſtandeth in necde to be helped with his 

o0ds. | 

T thirdly, he is deſcribed by his excefſe, There © none exd 
of all bus laboxr,, Hee is inſatiable, his heart 18s a botromeletle 
gulfe that cannot be filled, his deſires are inJarged as hell. 
All chat he looketh vpon with his eyes, he defireth to have, 
And if he had it, yer could northat quench his thirſt, nor ſtay 
his hungry appetite. He 18 a Lexiathan, a Sea-dragon, or 
Whale, that wanreth roome 1n the maine Ocean. 

Fuurthly , he is deſcribed by his ſenſeleſnetle, forgetful. 
neſle, want of diſcourſe, and vſe of reaſon , being in vtter 
bondage to his luſt, and ſo wholly degenerated into the 
nature of a beaſt. He newer [ath, for whom doe | labony,and be« 
reane my (oule of yood ? Hee 1s carried euen forward like the 
plane by his inclination, or like the bealt by his appetite, hke 
euery irrationall by his inſtin&, never refleing his reaſon 
vpon himlelfe,or his travell, to conlider the end thereot,and 
vic of worldly things, nor vpon his owne end, though hee 
ſee death ia others, both elder, younger, and equals cuery 
day beforc his eyes, and euen fecle the cauſes, fore-runners, 
or warnings of death in his-owne fleſh and bones ſummoe 
ning him to iudgement, T his perſon moſt wiſe, molt good 
in his owne conceit., commerh farre ſhort of the rich man, 
Lute 12. whoin the fulnetle of wealth was able to ſay ; New 

ſoule take thy reſt, thou baſt goods enough, eate, drinks, and be 
werrie, He conimeth farre tort of Nabal, that ate, and 
dranke, and was drupke, and flept ſoundly yponit: Nay,he 
never bethinketh himfelte how all the things of this World 
ſerue for nothingelle bur meate, drinke, apparell. For he de- 
priueth himſelfe of theſe as neere asray be, and laycth them 
vp for thewormes, mothes, and canker, This ſeruiceis the 

event 
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event of his labour, as much as in him lyeth, (for death,not 
he, putteth others in poſlefiian and vie thereof) what other 
end (ocuer he confuledly dreamethof,butneuer gbcaineth, 

The whole verſe laboureth of a Gradation,thus ; He care- 
fully laboureth for no cauſe; and not onely (o , butthere is 
none end of his labour ; and not onely that, but he is neuer 
fatisficd,neither that onely,butheaffords no comfort to his 
body therewith.. He planteth a vineyard, and catcth not of 
the fruits he feedeth a flocke, and cateth not of the milke, 
he is anoxe treading out the corne, and muzzleth his owne 
mouth,yea, when his bread is before him, helayeth his knife 
to his throat,as So/owen laith,ſcarcity isgvpon bis table, This 
is avanity,and a ſore trauell. Itisonealoneindecd,tor there 
is nothing in nature to. compare him to. For eucry creature 
delirechthe perfection of it ſelfe, bur this ſeeketh his owne 
deftrucion. Heis like a Water-mill, 


Verſe g. Two are better then one ; becauſe they hawe « good 78. 
ward for their labour, vo | h 


N illuftration of the vanities of * 21/amthropicall coue- , h 
k Our Na« 
eoulſnelle,by a compariſon of contrary® ſociety orcom- 1 .F.aiun 
muniey of life z 7wo are better then one. T his contrariety is rowards men. 
confirmed by the oppolition of the benefirs of ſociable life, Km-r. 
andenils of ſolitary life;by diverſe examples, in theſe foure® Whietia ma 
next verſes,co wir,of two working together,of two lying to- rom A. 2 
gether,of two contending,with the © Anticheſis of theirrea- yaniy. 
ſons,or contrary conſequence of contraries. . ; * Oppoſition, 
T he firſt example, is of two working together, Two or ® contrariery. 
more labouring,ortrauelling,ordoing any thing are helped, 
furthered and comforted one by another. And that worke, 
or excrciſe whereabout they are bulied, hath better ſucceſſe 
by much,then when one isalone. Man by natureis themoſt 
ſociable creature, as his reaſon and ſpecch doth manifeſt, 
As for other living creatures they are ſociable alſo, but yet 
by naturall ſympathy, and ſo are plants alſo. They are ga- 
thered or ſcuered by their manifold differing kinds, and by 
ſympathies and antipathics in their kinds: But reaſon and 
ſpeech vniteth men into oneciuill body,andſcuerall men are 
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Verſe 10- An Expoſition, or Chap.4. 


ſeuerall members of that body, And whereas no member 
can ſerve it ſelfe, maintaine or comfort it f(elfe without the 
othergnor if it be ſicke, lame,&c. can relieve ie (elfe without 
the other ; ſo neither can any one man hue without the co- 
working,nor comfort himſelf withouttheaid & compaſſion 
of another, But if keſtriueto doeir, or can doe it in (ume- 
things yerit is altogether imperteRly,vnprofitably,vncom- 
fortably done, and of no continuance, For the whole Bate 
of one member's ſo by diuine providence intangled and v- 
nited with another, that in theperfe& wel-fare of one there 
mult be a concurrence or communion of all, as wee ſee itto 
bein the members of the body , which though they haue 
ſeuerall offices,yet cannot one execute his office to the per- 
fe good of it (elfe, without the communion of the offices 
of the other members, What canthe man doe, whom all 
men forſ..xe and leaue wholly to himſclfe ? what can the eye 
doe wheu all the other members leaue it ? what profit hath 
it by ſceing? Therefore the more that a man is ſeperated 
from ſociety,and community of life, he is themore imper- 
fe&, comfortlefle, miſcrable, But now this 145ſamthropicall 
drudge hathno ſociety with God,and little with men,there- 
fore he isa member deſtitute, imperfe&t, yea worle then a 
beaſt. HeisimperfeR and deltitute,qusa flagrat inuidiapopuli, 
the hearts of all are againſt him, All che members with-hold 
their lucky communicati::g influerice, as I may lay , and are 
malecuolently aſpe&ted : Now he that is diſhearted of all,is as 
fruit in an ill ſealon,too cold,too hot, intemperate.Contrari- 
ly,he that hath the hearts or good will of men, flouriſheth 
vndertheir beneuolous aipet. Therefore the pliant ſocia- 
ble man is much better ten the tough , (iiffe, ſoliuagant 
drudge inall ſeaſons and affaires, | 


Verſe 10. For sf they fall,the one will lift vp his fellow : but woe to 
him that i alone when be falketh ; for he bath not auather to 
belpe him vp. | 


© Hecontrary reaſons,ſhewing the benefits of ſociable life, 


and the cuills of (olitary couetoulncllc. If rbey fall,co-1f 
one 
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Ver.11. Commentary onEccLesiasTtes, Chap.g. 


one orany of them miſcarry,in a iourny,or any ation , then 
his fellow will helpe him vp,commilerate his caſe,and com-. 
municate his helpe,cuen his ſtrength with che others weak- 
netle, Soit is in the ſocicty,and community of ciuill life, 1f 
a man haue companions, friends, and well-willers,which are 
gotten and kept by mutuall duties, andtokens of loue and 
triendfhip,he ſhall have helpers and furtherers of bim in his 
neede , reioycers with him in his proſperity, comforters of 
him in his ſickeneſle, incouragers of himin his troubles,and 
commiſlerators of his ill-fare,of what kind ſoeuer itbe.Con- 
trarily,woe is to him that is alone z when he falleth , he hath 
not another to helpe him vp, Woe,that is,lofſe,crouble,vn- 
cornfortableliuing,&c, is to him thatis alone: For as he ca- 
reth for no man,ſo no man careth for him, Euen as he that 
is alone in a iourney; and falling by the way hurteth him- 
ſelfe, or falleth lame, or falleth ſicke, or wanteth moncy, &c, 
is in greater trouble and diſtrefſezit he want a fellow, or com- 
panions to communicate, and impart their helpe vnto him 3 
ſo if aman bea (olitary drudge,and an vnprofitable incom= 
pat member,that he careth for none but for himſclfe , nor 
yetineffe&t and truth for himſelfe, as Downtizes Nero, who 
complained that he could find noneto kill him , when a 
moreignominious death waited for him he ſay,fhallin his 
proſperity be enuyed, and grudged at of all, in his [tri dea- 
lings be curſedzin his need be heIples, in hiscroubles remedi- 
leiſe,in his heauineſſe comfortleile, in his falling troden vn- 
der foot,and after his death caſt into the pit as an voprofita- 
ble drone, Briefly,he ſhall want allthe profitable and com- 
fortable fruitgthat redound to men by verture of mutuall 
duties,and louein ſociable, and ciuill life. What profit hath 
this man of all his Iabours that he taketh vader the Sunne ? 


Verſe 11+ eAgainegf two lie together, then they bane heats , bat 
bow can one be warme alone ? 


He ſecond example is of two or more fellowes lying tos 
gether in bed,or boards,or on the ground, Twelying to- 
gether,are better then one,becauſe they bane beate, Contrari ly, 
| H 4 how 
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An Expoſition, or Chap.4. 
how can one be warme alone? If ewoor three men lye toze« 
ther in the colde , they ſhall be helped one by another, and 
all kept warme : / even ſo,if there be an entercourſe of muru- 
all duties among men, accordingly as euery man hath recei- 
ved the gift of God, then ſhall they be helped, comforted, 
ſulteined one by another, and it ſhall be well with every one 
of them, But contrarily,if one lie alone, the cold ſurpriſeth 
him on euery (ide,and by his contrary quality , driving and 
inforcing the blood and heat inwardly,benummeth the out- 
ward parts,opprelſeth theheart, and mortifiecth it; whereas 
two orthree lying together, the heat is:produced and kept 
in the outward parts.the.pores of the botly kept open, the 
blood gdiſperſed,the fleſh kept ſupple by the hear, and ſo pre» 
ſerued from the rigidity of the cold ;.cucn ſo in civill fociety, 
if a man be without fellow,friend,companions, louers, wel- 
willers,be is helpelefſe, comfortletle,and impotent,ſubicA to 
many cuils, and inconueniencesthat might be auoyded, hee 
hatt) none to reioyce with him in his good ſucceſſe, nor to 
commiſerare his evils,noneto maintaine him in his ſtanding; 
nor to (uſtaine him in his falling. | 


Verſe 12. eAndif one prevaile againſt him , two ſhall withſland 
him ; and a three-fold cord uu not qnickl broken. 


He third example is of two or morefellowes-in matter 

of contention. If one prevaile againſt him, two ſhall 
withſtand him, Ag if he ſhould ſay, If aman be not alone, bue 
hath fellowes or pertakers, then though that one be ftron- 
ger then he,to give him thefoile, yet ſhall he with the helpe 
of his fcllow withftand that ene. This is amplified by a 
compariſon of the lelle tothe greater , figured by a prouer- 
biall or alligoricall ſpeech, ( e4 three-fold cord is not quickely 
broken.) It with the helpe of one he thail be able to with» 
fiand him,much more tizen with rhe helpe of two or more, 
Or,wncn many ſhall lay their flrepgths together, they ſhall 
be much more able, So-likewife tt aman be not a (olitary, 
malccontentedſelfe-conceited, rigorous muckrell, but com- 
municate with others, and be conlociate with them by the 
in- 


Ver.13. Commentaryon EccLesIiasTes, Chap4, 


intercourſe of mutuall duties,beneuolence,courtclies, kind- 
nefſe,compaſllionatenelſe,&c. the like he ſhall find againes 
Therefore the vaiuſt (teward dealt wiſely, Lake 16. He made 
friends afore-hand,leſt he ſhould be alone,and deltitute,and 
end his dayes in deſperation. 

To conclude all this point,our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, 77th 
what meaſure ye mere it ſhall be meaſured to you againe, Mat,7.2, 
Thus much of theſecond example of inward cuils, 


Verſe 14 - Better i 4 poore and a wiſe child then an 01d and foolifs 
Kino,who will no more be admoniſhed. 


hw example is of folly in kings , men of authority, 11, Example 
and rule,men of wealth, and of what preheminence fo- of wward culs 
ever, whereby vanity is alſo inercaled. Idlencile bringeth 5 vltulacs 


the ſluggardto miſery 5 couetoufnetle bringeth the niggard 
to miſcry; and wilfulnetTe bringeth euery man of power and 
great eſtate, who hath an outward ſhew of happinetle,tomi» 
ſery. Yea,ſo farre from happineſſeis a wilfull and ſelfe-eon- 
ccited man,althongh hebea King er Monarch, that a poore 
and a wile childeis betterthen he; The childeis better then 
the old man, the poore is better then the rich. Docility, 
teachablenes, traQtablenes is the property of wiledome,and 
hechat is wiſe isneere(t vnto happinelle , whatſocucr bis age 
and eſtate be. Contrarily,{tubbornatfle, peruerinetle, wiltul- 
netle is the property of foolifſhneſle, and he that is fooliſh ts 
fartheſt from happine(le,though he be a Monarch ; Yea,hee 
is neereſt to greateſt miſcry,as [ehorakim,Sanl, Zedekzab, &c. 
Samnel! was bctter then Hels,, and. David then Saul: And 
through the like folly, were ten tribes rent from Rehoboam; 
The higheſt eftare,or dignitie that a man can attaine to, and 
which men commonly count the happieſt, is the Rate of 
aking. For a king having all other in ſubiefion and vnder 
command, is in that worldly relp<Ct the neerelt vato. God, 
whole immediate vicegerent he ts, And thercforeinreſpet 
of ſupremacy in the execution of luſtice and iudgement, 
Kings are tearmed,comparatiuely,Gods, 

But notwithſtanding that high place and ſupreame mn 
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Verſe 14. An Expoſition, or Chap.4. 
if hee want diſcretion and wiſedome to [way the ſ[cepter in 
Iuſtice,and iudgement,according to the law of the higheſt, 
he is worſe than a poore (ubieR or infcriour,that hath wiſc- 
dome to order his private and particular (tate aright. Yea, 
though he be old,and rich , yet is heworſethen one that is 
yong and even a childe, and poore becauſe this hath wiſe- 
dome,that is,is capablezteachable,tratable, and (o is in poſ- 
Gbility and hope- Butcontrarily,the other being old,and by 
reaſon of age, and long experience ſhould'be of a wiſe and 
vnderſtanding heart to diſcerne truth and equity , but yet 
is fooliſh,and carryed with the (way of wandring and fruit- 
leſle luſts,as children commonly are ; neither yet chrough 
wilfulneſſe will be admoniſhed, that is, will not heare , nor 
yeeld totheaduice aud counſcll of ſage, and prudent coun- 
ſellers, but like Rehoboam, Zedekiab, eAbab,Nebuchadnezzuor 
ſctleth himſelfe vpon his lees z the other, 1 ſay, is beteer then 
hee, All this compariſen is figured by a Sywecdoche of the 
Speciall,For by king is meant all men of any extcrnall power, 
place,wealth,kindred,beauty,(trength,age, or any preroga« 
tive. Contrarily , by the peore chulde , is meant any one that 
wanteth theſe prerogatiues, and is the moſt inferi- 
our, 


Verſe 14. For ont of priſon heecommeth to raigne,whereas alſo he 
that i borne in hu kingdome becommnth poore, 


Th of the Antuhefir , or contrariety,by the 
contrary cffes of wiſedome and folly in them both. 
For out of priſen he commeth to raigne : That is, though he be 
a captiue,and keptin hold vnder chaines , as 7o/eph was, yet 
by wiſedome he commeth not onely to obtaine liberty , but 
alſo riſeth by degreesto the ſcepter : So that he which was 
abondman , is now become a King z contrarily, he thatis 
bornein the kingdome becommeth poore,as it he ſhould lay 
the other was a made bondman,bur borne a king, this made 
a king,but borne poore,becauſethat the other was in his birth 
and bondage of a kingly heart and diſpoſition,as was Dawid, 
though of meane parcntage z but thus in his kingly birth 

| and 


and royall preheminence, is of a declining and degenerating 
heart and diſpolition, as was [ehoiakmw, and Comah, ler,a2. 
Where\y ie commeth to palle, that he looleth the reuerend 
and awctull regard of his ſubiets, as did Sardenapalus, &c, 
By folly and wiltulnetſe, are great houſes and kingdomes 
ouerthrowne, andtranſlated toothers, whereof the Scrip- 
tures affoord divers examples, By priſon-houſe is meant any 
of meane eltate, or low degree, as Daxid was, and as /oſeph 
was, according to the P/a/me 113. 7.8. and ſpecially Pſalme 
106.17.18,19. 30, By borne King , is mcant any of higher 
eltate,degree,or preheminence in outward things, by the fi 
gure Synecdoche. Such like were Zedekiab, leboiakim, Coniah, 


Verſe1s. 7 confidered all the lining, which walke under the Sun, 
with the (econd child that ſpall ſtand vp in bus ſtead, 


His third example of vanity, and vexation belonging 

to royall ſtate, is figured by the prevention of an obie- 
Qtion thus : What though ſometimes it fall out that Kings 
are led aſide, cither through their owne folly, or deceits of 
wicked Counſellours, as the flattering Princes corrupted 
Toaſh? 2 Chron, 14. 17, that argucth not that wiſe Princes 
behauing themſelucs prudently 1n all their wayes, fhould be 
ſubie& to vanity; that is, deprived of happy contentation, as 
cther inferiour degrees are, | anſwer, that vanity and vexa» 
tion in royall tate, is not onely increaſed by their owne fol= 
ly, or produced by an inward cauſe but alſo it proceedeth 
from an outward cauſe, rewx,occalioned (if he were guarded 
from ail other cuils and diſcontentments) by the vacunſtan- 
cy, and the inſtability of the paſſionate people his ſubiects, 
For they arefickle and reſtle(Te, carried to and tro , as euery 
blaſt of diſcontentment and idle fancies tolletheir humours, 
and are oft times like the Sea, that maketh a noyſe when no 
winde is ftirring,when they haueno cauſe,but onely diſquie- 
ted with an Ka atfeQation of noueltics & changes, though 
it be fortheworſe, as the //raelites being weary of Judges ur» 
dained of God, would be gouerned by Kings, as otter Na 


tions were, 1 Sew. 8, 6.7. Ai they that being weary of _ 
- INJ 
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Verſe 16. An Expoſition , or Chap. 4. 
muſt be exerciſed with labour, verſe 11. to 18, that they 
may be brought to know their happy eſtate, which through 
fickle and wanton diſcontent they are ignorant of , hiketo 
children chat having too much of their owne will, cry fer 
the rodge, for nothing elle wguiet them. Deliciouſnetle, 
and fulneſſe in cuery thing, prowetMGithſome, Howlocuer, 
men know not, or are forgetfull of their owne good, T his 


thenis agriefe, and vexation toa King, thatthe people reſt 


nat contentedin him,andiftheydoe, yet when heis old,they 
begin for the moſt part eoturne their hearts towards the ſe- - 
cond, euen the child, or heire, that ſhall reigne after him, 
And this is not one of the Jealt griefes of old age, the con-» 
terpt or negleR of the younger , when as they (ee theme 
ſclues growing outof requelt, their names, account,and me- 
moriall, decaying by little and little, with their bodies, and 
with death vaniſhing quite away. As thisis to others, ſo to 
Kings alſo a vexation to (ee already the common aſpeR of 
their people, bent vpon another obie& beforethetime. Old 
age isicalous,and ſuſpitious of thecontempr of youth. 


Verſe 16. There ts no end of all the people, enen of all that hane 
beene before them: they alſo that come after, ſball not reiozce 


im kin: (urely thi alſo is vanity, and vexation of ſpirit. 


A Reaſon , why people are with the ſecond child, that 
ſhall Rand vp in the Kings ſtead, namely, their vncon= 
ſtancy. There ts no end of all the people that haue beene before 
ther. End, hath noerelationtotime,or perpetuall ſucceſſion 
of generations, but ſignificeh a fixed reſolution, and reliſt- 
full contentation, or toyfull complacence, which is not to 
be foundin the people, which are wauering asthe Sca, and 
variable as the Moone. For former people little regarded the 
preſent Kiogs Grand-father, being old, andin their delires 
turned afrer his Father being young, whom againe now be 
ing old, the preſent people are weary of, and are all for his 
{onne, and that for liniſterre{peRs, euen their owne prefer- 
ment, gaine, &c. :or_itching after noucltics, and changes. 
They alſo that core after, (hall not reioyce in him. And when he 

ky 


Ver.1. Commentaryoy Eccitsiasres, Chapy: 
is old alſo, the people then ſhall no more rejoyce in him, 
then the former did in his aged Father. For the common 
people are like tochildren, that reſt not contented with any 
Schoole-malter, and like to ſervants , that loue to change 
euery yecietheir Maſters, euen as againe Parents and Ma- 
ſters are atf:Red ro new Miniſters. People are delirousto 
heare new Preachers , as Feallters to heare new longs, and 
new inltrumentsz Ezech, 33. 32, 


CESSES 


Crnarertexr V, 


Verſe x. Keepe thy foot when thou geſt to the houſe of God, and 
be more ready to heare, thento giue the ſacrifice of foeles ; for 
they confider not that they doe ent. 


_—_ 


FX% N this Chapter So/omon profecuteth (till the ſame He hewerh 


| Fi RY argument of vanities. Bur from the firft verle ro 

i KY} the ninth, he maketh a digreſſion trom vanities 
; \; in temporall things, and ſheweth the vanities 
that are rife inthe Word in the (eruice of God, 
As before hee declared the vanities of all humane things, 
both inward and outward , and withall ſhewed the good 
that was to be found in them , euen the comfort of the bo- 
dy ; ſo here hee ſerteth downe the true felicity and happi- 
nefle of man, and where it is to be found , ro wit, notin 
worldly wiſedome, worldly wealth, worldly pompe, but in 
the reuerend feare, and true (eruice of God. It was not to 
be found in the Schooles cf humaine learning, but in the 
houſe of God, And withall hc ſheweth thevanities and hy- 
pocriſies of men, corrupting themfelues in this his feruice, 
to the verſe $, and the occaſions of their hypocrilies and 
fainting in his ſeruice, verſe $. as doubtings of Gods pro- 
nidence and adminiſtration through opprefſions, which (till 
increaſeth vanity, And this he doth by way of cxhortationsz 
dehortations, or admonitions, Thatſo by ſhewing on the 


one lidethe vanities of humaine things, with the ”"_ of 
chem 


here th- Vat 
ti-s of the bo» 


dy ecckfuſtick. - 


rio 


Verſe r. An Expoſition, or Chap. 4- 
chem for the body; and onthe other (ide, the good of ſpirie 
tuall things for the ſoule, with the vanities therein, he mighe 
plainely fet before our eyes the molt abſolute and pertet 
felicity of both body and ſoule, even of the whole man here 
in this World, yea, that in ſceing the good of all things, and 
che vanities of all things, we might be mortifiedtothis, and 
quickened or renewed tothat. Keepe thy foote when thou goeſt 
tothe houſe of God, Come not to the houſe of God, as to an 
ordinary houſe, but conſider whether thou goelt,into whole 
preſence, to what end. In Prez, 4. 23. helaithz Keepe thy 
heart with all diligence. Here he biddeth, Keepe thy foote, By 
beart, hee meancth the ſoule; by foore, the aftetions, The 
ſoule is carried vpon the affections, as the body is vpon the 
fecte, Therefore the meaning is, take heede to thy (oule, to 
thy ſclfe, to thy ſpirit, tothy affections, Conſider well how 
thou art in ſpirit affeed, in affections diſpoſed, when thou 
goelt eo the Temple of God, to performe the workes of 
divine (eruice, 

eAndbe more ready toheare, When thou commelt to the 
Temple of God, put thy ſhooes off thy feere, thy carnall af- 
feions, Exed.z.5. For the place where thou (tandeft, is 
holy, that thou mayeſt refigne thy (elte wholly co the Lord, 
Rath, 4.7. Come in reverence, humility, (1ncerity, to heare 
the Law and the Prophets, to vnder(tand, to belecue, to 
yeeld thy felfe to the Lord in ablolute obedience to his 
Word. Know wherefore thou commelt, into whoſe pre-, 
ſence, what thou intendeſt by thy offerings, ſo halt thou 
come in reverence and dread, in faith, in thankfulneſle, 

Then to offer the ſacrifice of fooles, T hat is, fooles come 
cloathed with the ragges of vanity, ignorance, pride, pre- 
ſumption, and other luſts, they come without a wedding 
garment, They come with a multttude of ſacrifices, and to 


.. burthen the Altarof God, as though God regarded their 


outward workes, and needed their gifts, that hee ſhould be 
pleaſed with them, reconciled to them, and reward them 
for their workes and gifts ſake,as great men vieto doc,when 
colily preſents are ſent vnto them, But theſe fooles know 
net that the true intent of ſacrifices is not to giueto God, but 
rather 


Ver. 1, Commentary on EccLesasTes. Chap.g, iy 


rather receiuing of God,as forgiuenetTe of linnesdeliverance 
from euerlalting death, (aluation, and life, the righe of this 
World, and the glory to come by the death and merits of 
the Sonne of God,whom thoſe ſacrifices, and offerings did 
ſhadow forth, repreſent,and lignifie vnto them. They know 
not that they ſhould cometo learne, vnderſtand,ſce,belecue, 
and receive the endl: © mercy and grace of God towards 
them in theſe ſacrific- 3; and withall to teſtifie their thanke» 
full obedienceto himzeuen the deniall of them(ſelues, and all 
fleſhly luſts, to refignethemſelues wholly to him, who inthe 
appoinement of God, had euen already giuen himſelfe for 
them , This true faith and obedience is far from tholeigno- 
rant fooles, who thinke to appeaſe the anger of God,andro 
pleaſe him with their outward workes , and gifts, lip-pray- 
ers, and faſtings; Afath,s, Yea, to merit at bis hands here- 
by, as cuidently appeareth, 44al.3. 14. 1t i« in maine toſerne 
God, and what profit ts «t that we bane kept his Commandements, 
and that we hawe walked humbly before the Lordof Hoſts? Here 
they looke to be rewarded of the Lord for their workes, 
and faſtings, according to their lults, as they that honour 
and flatter Princes for their owne benefit and preferment. | 
They did all for their owne profit, as the multitude that fol. | T 
lowed Chriſt ſo earneſtly, lohn 6.26, Suanr odor lucri ex re ; 
gualibet , Gaine is (weete out of cuery thing, In Zach.7.4.5. 
They faſted the fifth and ſeauenth moneth, (a Law of their 
owne making, elſe it ſhould not haue beene kept (o long, 
ſeauenty yeeres together, verſe 5, ) to obtaine tewporall 
benefits for their bodies of him, but they ſtopped their cares 
at the voyces of the Prophets, verſe 7. they retuſed to heare, 
they pulled away the ſhoulder, and madetheir hearts as an 
adamant , verſe 11.12, Goda giuer was theirs, but not God 
a receiver, 

For they conſider not that they doe enill. They vnderſtand 
not that theſe workes, prayers, ſacrifices,vowes, fallings,are 
an abomination to the Lord, where faith,reucrence,humble 
confeſſion, lous, obedience, are wantingz Eſa 1, P/al.50.8- 
tothe end. Saw. 15,22. Hath the Lord as great delight ws 
burnt offerings and [acrifices, as in obeying the voce of me y_ | 

ehold, 


— —— * 


Verſe 3+ An Expoſition , or Chap. 5. 
Behold, to obey #s better then [acrifice; and to hearken, then the fat 
of Rammes ;, Pron.15.8. The ſacrifice of the wicked, is abomi« 
nation tothe Lord z but the prayer of the wpright « bu delight, 
Theſe outward exerciſes of Religion, performed by fooles, 
are euill; and thercfore an abomination, procuring wrath 
and deſtruQcion from the Lord. Firlt, when they are done 
in ignorance, and dilobedience, as appearcth by che Texts 
aforeſaid, the ewes did, and moſt people now adayes doe, 
and alwayes hauedone. Secondly, when vnder colour of re- 
ligion, as hearing , reading, religious talking, &c. they in- 
tend to effeRt (ame milſchiefe, at lealt to couer their pro- 
phanenetle, couctouſnetle, reuenge, &c. So e£b/olon vader 
colour of a vow conſpired againlt his Father, The Phari- 
ſes vnder pretence of long prayers,deuoured widdowes hou- 
ſes, they crucified Chriſt allo vnder many pretences. So 


the lewes faſted, 1/ai 58,4. Sucha falt was Jezobels,to mur- 


ther Naboth. Such like were the Preachers of Cormth, and 
they that preached of envic to increaſe Paris afflitions g 
Phil,1.15. 16, Anditis to be feared, that (ſuch like abomi- 
nable ones are plentifull in theſe dayes, For as all things are 
pureto the pure, ſo hypocritcs defile the pureſt, and holicft 
things, 


Verſe 2. Be not raſh with thy mouth , and let not thy heart bes 
baſty to witer any thimg before God: for God « in heauen , and 
thew vpon earth : therefore let thy words be few. 


A N amplification of the former inftruRion by the ſpe- 
cials or particulars, t# wr, of prayer & vowes, to ver/e 8, 
but negatiuely, or dehortatorily, to declare alſothe vanities 
incident to thele religious exerciles, as I (aid before. Here 
he teacheth how weought to pray, or to keepe our foote or 
heart in prayer, Be wet roſs with thy mouth, That is , when 
thou art about eo aske any thing of God, or to giue him 
thankes by prayer, let not thy tongue runne before thy wit, 
ler not thy minde be carried away with rowling imaginati- 
onsof many broken matters, and confuſed apprehenlions, 
nar yet thy affeRions vopurged from the (ceat of gee" x 
pri 3) 


—_ } CO m———_ CCI 


pride,preſumption , boaſting, like the Phariſee, babble not 
forth ignorant & heartle(ſeformall ſpeeches in the eares of 
' God,as hypocrites doe, which thinke to be heard forthe 
loudneſle of their noyſe,and multitude of their words, far. 
6.3. And let not thine beart be baſty to viter athing before God. 

Benot vnaduiſed in thy choughts, and intent thereof in 
Gods preſence,to aske er promiſe what thou thinkeſt good 
according to thine owne luſt or liking, Zew- 4.2.34. to giue 
and take as pleaſeth thyſelfe, as if thou thy (elfe be pleaſed 
God ſhould be pleaſed alſo,to doubt of Godsgoodnefle,and 
promiſe of giuing , and to limit his power. Let not thy 
counſels or thoughts proceed from an vnpurged,andill dil- 
poſed heart, nor thy words from vacompoled, ynconſtane, 
wandring,waucring thoughts. For Gods in heanen,and thow 
»pon earth, Theſe words arc an argument ormoriucinforcing 
the former dehortation by a companſon of things volike;, ts 
»#t,Gods glorious Maicſty, and mans weakenelile, baſlcneſle 
vnworthineſſe, argued by the difference, and diltance of the 
places where God moſt ſheweth forth his glory, ( in bea» 
wen) and man hath his habitation ( 0» earth.) 

Asthe higheſt heauen,which'is the throne of God, is 
moreglorious and greater then the earth , which is but his 
Dama ry and how farrethe one js diltant from the other, 
fo is God much more excellentand powerfull than man, as 
the Lord ſaith, Ay thoughts are not as your thoughts , nor my 
WAYES 45 your WAYES. 

Therefore let thy word; be few,that is to ſay, dread that glo- 
rious and fearefull Name, The Lord thy God, Det. 2$. 28. 
Come before himin humility,feare and reverence,vtterno 
fooliſh ſpetches,make no vainerepetitions z but azke with an 
earnel} defire in knowledge,according to his will, and for 
his glory. For he knoweth before whatchou needelt, he vn- 
derltanJerhthy ſecret thoughts,and can giue thee what,and 
when it pleaſeth him, without thy prayer. But this meanes 
hat}; God ordained that he might be 4 by thee , by 
thy reuerend feare,ſubruſſion,thankefulneſle, that acknows 
ledging of whom thou art, and from whom all that thou 


baſt commerh,thou maiſt returne thy ſelfe, and allthat on 
—_ : 


Ver.2. Commentary on EcctESIASTES, Chap+5. 13 
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Verſe 2+ An Expoſition, or Chap.y. 
haſt receiued to'him,euen to the praiſe of his glorious name» 
Few word: are here oppoſed to ethnicall , phariſaicall, 
heartleſſe crying , and babling. x King. 18. 28, not to the 
often praying,nor long prayers, nor 7 Soon repetitions of 
the (anRikied heart. Lac. 2.37. atth. 26.44. oh. 17: 14. 16, 
Our Saujour Chrift ſpent whole nights in prayer , and the 
Apoſtle ſaith,Pray contenualy : And Chrilt by the parable of 
the vniuſlt Iudgeand the poore widdew,exhorts vs to fre- 
quent and vehement praying. Euery parcicular bleſſing re- 
quireth a particularprayer and thankeſgiuing. The Lords 
prayer conteineth the ſubſtance of all prayers, as the twelue 
articles doe the Goſpell, and the tenne Commandements the 
whole Law, The diſciples made a generall requeſt of pray- 
er in generall ; Lord reach vs topray, Luke 11, 1, not particu- 
larizing any fubie& or matter, but as 70h» taught bis diſci- 
les, The prayer of /obn was doubtles ( as Caluine ſaith) 
ome certaine forme gathered from divers Scriptures,agreea- 
ble tothetimeof the comming of Chriſt, and his ſpicituall 
kingdome, And theprayer of Chriſt containeth the whole 
ſubliance of his kingdome,which is Gods wiſedome and glo- 
ry in mans ſaluation ; thethree former petitions reſpeRing 
Gods pgſaty, and the three latter thoſe things that are pro- 
fitable tomansſaluation, Soalſo the commandements are 
divided into two tables,the former containing duties of pie- 
ty towards God, the other duties of charitic towards men, 
So thetwelue articles teach vs what to beleeue concerning 
God, Father, Sonne and Holy Ghoſt, and what concerning 
the Church, The diſciples being yet but children and of 
confuſed knowledge vicd this prayer onely ( Ithinke ) in 
ſolemne praying,as children and ignorane people are firlt 
caught the articles of faith, the commandements , and this 
prayer.But they thathold it enough co ſay the Lords prayer 
onely ; namely , this forme of words, may as well lay itis 
enough to faith and obedience,onely ta belecue the Creede, 
and doe the commandements,refuting the particulars of the 
Law and the Prophets, the Prouerbes of So/owen, &c. the 
writings of the Euangeliſts,and Apoltles,and all expolitions 
and applications,as indeed they doe, But when the Apoſtles 
were 
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wereindued with full meaſure of the (piritthey could frame 
prayers according to all circumſtances,& exigence of times, 
and occafions,as AF.4.24.&c.AT20,36. Which Paxlrallo 
in all his Epiftlcs ceſlifc after thecxample of Chrilt. 1#b, 17. 
and Chapter 11,22+42. &c, and many other places. There- 
fore | conclude,as a mans knowledge of the truth is, ſo let 
him pray generally or particularly ; yea both , according to 
the direRion of the Lords prayer, and thatis aecording to 
the doftrine of the whole Scripture of Chrilts kingdome. 
Euvery right prayer is a branch of the Lords prayer,ſocuery 
doqrine a branch of the Creed,and euery worke of the ten 
Commandements, Aske,belecue,doe, If theſc ſeeds be with- 
in vs,they mult branch forth all ouer,as veines doe fromthe 
liver,and (inews from the braine z yea,if their branches fall 
the world,itis but the perfeRion and plerophorie, or fulnes 
of prayer, faith,obedience.As a man abounds in knowledge, 
ſo may heabound inall prayer and thankeſgiuving. But he 
that will inſiſt enely vpoa the bricfe colleRions or formes 
of the Creed, Lords Prayer,and ten Commandements,is ve- 
ry likely to deny all in particular, that in generall hee- con- 
fuſedly confeſſeth,ſaying as it were, that truic, that br nch 
neuer came out of that kernell which 1 had in my mouth 
ſeauen yeares agoc. This is buta fooliſh babler , thatNtan= 
deth vp at the Creed,and fighteth againſt the Goſpel. That 
bableth ouer the Commandements , and maintaineth (wea- 
ring,and hateth cuery godly and righteous man, and is to 
euery goed worke reprobate,onethat is like the corne vpon 
the houle tops,that maketh a ſhewa while , but never com- 
meth} to good. 


Verſe 2. For 4 dreame commeth through the multitude of buſi- 
neſſe,and afooles voyce is knowne by multitude of words. 


N argument of dehortation,drawne from theeffe, or 
Arcatbs. adiun&, of many words, [ batologie, or potylogie, ] 
they are ſignes of a foole , they bewray an ignorant and 
heartleſſe hypocrite that prayes without knowledge, and 
without (anRikied afteions, _ is illuſtratcd by a _ 

Z eude, 
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tude, As themultitude of bulineſle cauſeth a dreame,ſo do® 
many words declare a foole,who by raſh and inconliderat®© 
ſpeeches, vttereth many follies and vaine things, chat mak® 
him knowne to be & foole that hath a fooles heare: For 3 
foole is counted wiſetill heſpeake, He that hath no rocte © 
enderſtanding and wiſedome in his heart, but either ſaith o* 
ther mens written prayers, or rabbles together many words 
and feritences without vnderſtanding and afﬀfetion, is a 
foole. Ocherwiſc,he that is weakein knowledge , or other- 
wiſe defeRiue, may vie other mens prayers, and parcels of 
many prayers, into which his vaderſtanding and affection 
being implyed,they become his awne. For hee doth ioyne 
with holy men in their prayers, as the people ioynewith the 
preacher in his prayers,if he vie diſcretion in the vie oftheir 
prayers. For one ſet prayer cannotagreeto all times and cir- 
cumſtances,vnleſle it be more generall , as the Lords prayer 
is moſt generalLand may therefore beſaid atall times. 


Verſe 4. hen thou veweſt a vow vnto God deferre not to pay it: 
for bee hath no pleaſure in fooles t; pay that which they haſt 
vowed, 


ew 


3: He ſecond particularis a vowe. When thou voweſt a vow 
onto God, deferre not to pay it, That is,whenaccording to 
the Law thou haſt vndercakento exhibite an cuident telli- 
mony of honour tothe Lord by a vowe , thereby exciting 
and ſtirring vp thy ſelfe to give vnto the Lord that which is 
his owne and due vnto him, cuenthy ſ(clfe, the 1elignation, 
and conſcccation of thy ſelfe, or any thing into his hands, 
tobe to his honour in thankefull obedience aſter a more 
ſpeciail manner zdeferre notto pay it, doe not mocke God, 
trifle not with him , make no ditſembling ſhew of (peciall 
ſeruice,and thankefulneiſe ro him, when thou art loath to 
performe it,as thoughthou wert willing to bind thy ſelfe ro 
God,but yet loath toabridge thy (elfe of liberty ; This 1s like 
the hypocrific of Anenias and Sapbira, AT, 5. For he hath 
20 pleaſurein fooler, An argument inforcing the admonition. 
They that doe fo are not accepted of God, becaule they are 
ooles, 
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fooles, that is, they are finfull and wicked, thcir raſhnefle 
ſheweth their icreuerence, their ſlackneſſe in paying,ſheweth 
their dead heart and coldneſle of affetion , and theirnox 
paying, manifeſteth cheir deepe hypocrilie and conterpt of 
him. The man of honour, and the aged are offended, if a 
man in ſuch ſorttrifle with them,much more is God diſplea- 
ſed, when heis (o lightly regat ded, and mocked, Therefore 
the Lord commanded in the Law, Dext.23.21, Whenthew 
Hhalt vow a vow vntothe Lord thy Ged, thew ſhalt not ſlacks topay 
it: for the Lord thy God will ſurely require it of thee; and it would 
be finne im thee, Pay that thou haſt vowed, A conclulion of the 
reaſon. If thou ſlackelt to pay thy vow, it ſhall be (inne in 
thee : Therefore pay it. 


Verſe 5. Better it i that thou ſhenldeſt not vow, then that thou 
frenldeft vow and net pay. 


N amplification of the conclufion,by a compariſon. It 

is better not to vow, becaule that it is indiffcrent and free, 
for God hath not commanded it, but promiſed eo accept 
that incitation of thy (elfe to (peciall ſeruice and duties. 
T herefore it thou forbeare to vow , it ſhall be no (inne in 
thee; Dexr.23+22, itis better [ ſay, thenchacthou ſhouldeſt 
vow and not pay, becauſe that is ſinne, For God is mocked, 
ſecing that whom with thy lippes thou halt honoured, thou 
haſt by deede diſhonoured , fhewing thereby thy want of 
feare, reverence, and loueto him, as followeth in the nexe 
verſe, 
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Verſe 6, Suffer not thy mouth to cauſe thy fleſh to ſrene, neither 
ſay thou before the «Angel , that it was an errour 1 wherefore 
ſhould God be angry at vby voyce, and deſtroy the works of thine 
bands } 


of >. WY ONO? ahve y _ 


Reaſon of the compariſon, why it is better not to vow, 

then to vow and not to pay: becauſe itis ſinne. For 
though thy vow be in thy free choyce, yet when it is once 
made, God hath commanded _ performance. Demi.23 uy $. 
3 at 
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Verſe 6- An Expoſuion, or Chap.y. 
That which i gone out of thy lipper, thowſhale keepe,and per ; 
euen a free-will offering, according as thou baſt wowed to the Lord 
thy God, which thou haſt promiſed with thy mouth. Theretore 
Damid ſaith, Pſal,66.1 3-14, I wilt pay thee my vowes , which 
wy lippes hane vitered, and my mouth bath ſpoken, when ] was im 


trouble. This he propoundeth by way of dehortation, S»f- 


fer not thy mouth to canſe thy fleſh to ſiane; That is, neither con- 
ceiue in minde , nor promiſe with thy mouth, that which 
thou can(t nor, nor oughteſt ro performe, for that is but to 
bindethy (elfe to finne, which eafily chou mrgheeſt have a- 
voyded; yea, to call and ſeeke for occafions of (inne, in that 
thou takeſt vp that for an occaſion , which God hath left 
free , and ealie for thee to forbeare, Neither /ay thow before 
the Angell that it was an errour, A prevention of an obiecion, 
thus. Although | haveralhly vewed that which now I can» 
not performe, and through ignorance haue vowed that, 
which afterwards I find to be vnlawfull, yet my intent was 
good: Therefore if I confelTe mine errour before the Lords 
meſſenger, Mal,z,y. and (ecke to be abfolucd from my vow 
according to the Law z Zenit. 5,4, 5. &c. 1 truſt God will 
be reconciled to me. eAxſwer, When we areabout to dee 
for our ſelues, I meanc;to pleaſe God according to our owne 
ignorance and luſt, then we termeit a good intent;but when 
the deede is naught through want of knowledge of Gods 
will, and hearty ſubmiſſion to his will,the intentis as bad. A 
foole will not want excules for his follie, and this good mea- 
ning, or well meaning, is one of the common deceits of a 
carnall heart, being like him that wiſheth well to his friend, 
but never doth him good , but rather evill alwayes in the 
end, when he is throughly tryed. He that incon(iderately 
and vnlawfully yoweth, vnder colour of good, and good in» 
tents , prouoketh God toanger , and ſhall not goe vapuni- 
ſhed, notwithſtanding his outward abſolution, For volcſTe 
we dread his Maicſty , and ſeeke to know bis will, that wee 
ſinne not againſt him, he will not accept our offerings. Le- 
wit. 5.6.10, Our prayers ſhall be turned into finne, For this 
is nothing indeed;bue to make the Ordinance of Godzan oc- 
calion to linne ggain(t God, If we — 

infir- 
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infirmity, we have Ieſus Chriſt the righteous,a ptopitiation 
for our (innes; but if fos thatcaule webe carelele, and pre- 
ſumptuous,we mocke God, and deceive our (elues,and there 
is notruth invs, For Chriſt cameto redeeme vs from finne, 
to bind vs vnto God, and not to gine liberty to linne, to 
make lefſe conſcience thereof, but rather more,according to 
the abundance of mercy. Wherefore ſhould hee be angry at thy 
v0Jce,and deſtroy the works of thine hands? Wherefore ſhould(it 
thou prouoke God to anger by words, and ſuch words as 
are in thine owne power 2? For God hath net commanded 
thee to promiſe this or that to him + So that in not promi- 
ling, thou haſt not ſinned. Why then ſhouldeſt thou bring 
linne vpon ehy foule, by promiſing that which thou ought- 
telt noe, or canſt not performe? Surely, when thus for wane 
of feare of God, thou diſhonoureſt him, hee will honcur 
himſclfe in thy iuſt iudgement , that others may dread his 
name. 


Verſe7, For in the multitude of dreames, and many words, there 
are alſs diners vanitiess but feare thou God, 


Reaſon of the dehortation, or admonition, For in mwa- 

»y words, that is to ſay,in raſh and inconſiderate promi- 
ſes,and excuſes accordingly,there are diuers follies. For God 
is offended , the Meilenger of the Lord is grieued atthy fol- 
lies,men are ſcandaliz2d, andthou art puniſhed, This he il- 
luſtrateth by a compariſon of dreames, which neither are 
true,but the confuſed & diſordered fancies of one that ſlum» 
bereth, nor ailing from the principles of relt, by judicious 
diſcourſe,bue cauſed by diſtempered humours,neitherto apy 
end, but to diſquiet him that would take his reſt, Suchlike 
are fooliſh prayers and fooliſh vowes. But feare thou Grd, An 
exhortatory conclulion of all,ſerting downethe trueground 
of prayer and vowes,which maketh them acceptableto God. 
But feare God, The teare of God is the beginning of wildome, 
P(al.19. 9. The feare of God is cleane, a good vnderltan- 
ding haue they that doe thereafter.1fthou fearelt God,thou 
wilt wiſely promiſe, and diligently performe, Feare 5&ng 
I 4 grounded 
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grounded on wiſedome, is here oppoſed to rafh promiſing, 
and flack performance, the eff: of folly,which teftifie the 
want offeare & prophanes,whereof this word(bwt)is a (ligne, 


Verſe 8, If thou ſeeſt oppreſſion of the paore, and vislent peruer. 
ting of inftice and indgement ma Prouince, marnel! not at the 
warter : for he that is higher then the higheſt regardeth, and 
there be bigber then they, | 


Heſc words are a Confirmation of his former docu- 
ments,or divine lefſons of ſacrificing, prayer, vowes, fi- 
gured by a prolepſir, gathered from his tormer diſcourſe of 
vanities,increaſedby oppreſſions,Chap.3.16.17.Cap.4 1.2.3, 
Obtef, It is in vaine for a man to bind himſelfe too ftrialy 
to religion, and religiousexerciſes, otherwiſe then for poli- 
ticke reſpects ſeeing that there is no prouidence of God, nor 
divine adminiſtration of the WorlJ, as cuidently appearcth 
by the oppreſſions of the poore, and the violent peruerting 
of iudgement and iuſtice, For it isa maruell indeed, and a 
thing cuen contrary to reaſon,that thereſhould benot onely 
a generall, but alſo aſpeciall prouidence and gouernment in 
iudgement, and iuſticcey and mercy, /er,9.24. and yet to (ce 
ſuch oppreſſions & wrongs goe vnpuniſked & vareformed, 
& the poore & godly without deliuerer, without comfarter, 
Anſ. This argument ſeemeth good indeede to carnal] 
reaſon,which iudgeth according to out ward appearance,not 
according to the ſecret and good wiledome of God,who in- 
tendeth the glory of himſelfe in all things. For ſo the fooliſh 
ſay, al,z.t 4. /t i invaine to ſerue God what profit hawe wee by 
obedience and humiliation of our ſelues in monrumy and faſting ? 
And the wicked lay, Pſal.10.11. God hath forgotten, be h1deth 
away his face, he will newer (ce ut, SO Pſal,73,11, How doth God 
know? 1; there knowledge inthe moſt hight Danid wasalſo temp- 
ted to this fally,Verſe 2. feete were almoſ} gone,my ſteps had 
wel-nigh ſlpt, For when 1 (aw the wicked in proſperity, Verſe 4.5.6, 
Tjaid, | bane cleanſed my beart in vaine, and to no purpoſe waſhed 
wy hands im mnocency, Verſe 13. Secing that] am contrarily 
plagued, and chaſtened continually, Yer/e 14, But Solomon 
here reſolucth this doubt.. If thou ſceſt fuch diſorder in a 
; Prouince, 
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Prouince, maruecll not that it ſhovld be fo , for God that is 
mol? high in powet and dignity,King of Kings,and Lord of 
Lords,and Iudge of lodges, knoweth and regardcth,yea,or= 
dereth all thefe diforderedthings according to his wiſedome 

for his glory,the puniſhmene of the wicked,and good of his 

ſeruants, And as theſe earthly Princes and Governovrs, are 

ſet in high place, and aretherefore called gods,becauſe they 

are Gods Vicegererits ; ſo hath God cther Miniſters,an innu- 

merable company of Angels, higher and greater then they, 

by whom he executeth iudgemeat on tyrants, and cruell op. 

preſſours in histime, as Chap. g 17. They ſhall be puniſhed, 

and theogodly and poore,oppretled;ſhall be delivered, P/«l, 

12.5. For the oppreſſionof the poore, for the ſighing of the needy, 

now will [ ariſe, ſaith the Lord , I will ſet him inſafety from bw 

that would inſnare bim, 


Verſe 9. Moreover the profit of the earth us for all : the King hims 
ſelfe us ſerned by the field, 
Regreſſion to his former diſcourſe of vanities in world- Il Example 
ly things. This isthe fourth example of vanities,obſer- 2 —_— _ 
ued in ourward things, ro, of carthly polleffions, pertai- ,.i is 
ning to the manifold vſes of this preſent life in ciuill late, 
which men get without oppreſſion and wrong, by lawfull 
courſes, whereby notwithſtanding vanity isincreaſed. And 
he maketh his repa(ſage tothe demonſIration of theſe vani- 
ties, by a compariſon of worldly goods among themſelues, 
Moreover, that istoſay,now(after this digreſhion to vanities 
in ſpirituall things) to returneagaineto theſe carthly things, 
wherein men beſtow ſo much ſtudy and travell, amongſt all 
their manifold ſtudies and practiſes to fatisfic their hearts de- 
fires, there is nothing more needfull and profitable thenti * z,,,,, quo cb. 
lage. For the earth ic for © all. | NURIU, £0 The 
The carch is the wombe whereof all are formed, and rhe'*- 
breaſts or dugges whereof all are fed and preferued, The ful- 
neſſe of the carth are the creatures thereof, and the fulneile 
of the creatures, the fruits and vertues that arc inthem,to ſu» 
ftaine and maintaine this mortall life. The revenewes of the 
earththerefore are molt neceſſary andexccellent,amplibied by 


an argument of the Greater, 
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- If any, could live wichout the, profit of the. earth, elien 
might the king z but whaeſocuer his other prerogatiues and 


excellencics are, yet can he not live without the benefit of 
the ficld, 1delekleſadeb negnebad, is the king is (cruant to the 
field,to havecare of cillage and earthly fruites,that himlelfe 
may be lſerucdtherewith, 


Verſe 10. He that loweth ſiluer, ſhall not be ſatisfied with filner ; 
nor be that loneth abundance , withinerea(e ; this ts alſo va- 
witie, 


N argument to confirme the vanities of this ſtudie , ex- 

erciſe,and courſe of life alſo,illuſtratcd by a compariſon 
ofthe like, Euen as hethat loucth ſiluer cannot be ſatisfied 
therewith,but this thirſt increaſeth with his ſtote, as the Po- 
et ſaith, Creſcit amor nunmi, quantum ipſa pecunia creſcit , that 
(, asthe heapeis greater, (ſo the appetire is ſharper, All che 
benefit chat he receiueth by his moneyzis the (ight of ic, and 
the ſight breeds longing,and that breedeth diſcontent with 
that which is preſent z as this man I ſay,is not ſatisfied, (onei- 
ther can he thatloueth abundancebelatigficd with increaſe, 
Hethat loveth fullfraugbtage of grounds, corne,catcle.&c, 
receiucth no coatentation by thoſe which he hath, but hee 
(till deſireth more, neither doe the fruits redound to him in 
ſoch meaſure, as he(till delireth. And if there be no diffe- 
rence betweene the greedy Farmer or Purchaſer, and the bi- 
ting Vlurer,the one receiving no more contentation by his 
grounds and (tocke,then the other doth by his (i{uer , then 
is the (late of them both miſerable,and vaine and full of vex- 
ation. Noce,he faith not, He that hath money, or be that hath 
abundance us not [atisfied, but he that loweth them, For a man 
may haue theſe,and yet loue God onely,which the other do 
not. But Solomon (peakes here of worldly things, which are 
the delare,louc,delight of worldly men,whereby and where- 
in they lecke for ancarthly felicitie in the pleaſant paradiſe 
of their polleſſigns, but finde naught. 


| 
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Verſe 11. When good increaſe they are mereaſed that emerherny 
and what good u thereto the owners thereof, (aning the behot- 
ding ofthem with their eyes?! 


AC of this infatietie, and Conſequently vn 
profitableneſle by a cauſethereof. When goods tnereaſe, 
they are mcreaſed that cate them, As a man delires to have , 
aboundance of cornegcattle, wine,oyle,&c, $0 mult he haue | 
alſo a multitude of feruarts and hirelings s his family muſt | 
de inlarged with his revenewes, who worke the ſame our of 
the earth for him. e And what go0d us there, &c, That is to 
fay,no good atall, figured by a communication, They worke 
for him indeed,but the benefit redoundeth to them , for as 
they ger it, ſotheyeare it,and weareit, ſharing him outa part 
thereof amongſtthem , ſometimes the belt, ſometitne#the 
worſt,ſometimes the greateſt, ſometimes the leaſt, and that 
for ouerſeeing them ; and yer his overfightis ſuch ſome- 
times,as that his alowance is made him accordingly. This is 
the good that hee reapeth by the profits of the fielq; euento 
behold the ſharing ofthem out into pares,to looke ypory his 4 
owne part, and to cate asthe reſt doe, for he can make no 
more of it, but meat,drinke and apparell;, and ſo much doe 
chey make of theirs , with as full contenement and more, | 
For they tay all the burden' of cares;and all othertroubles vp- | 
on his fairer pottion;t reduce it to-an equalitie withvrheirs, 


Verſe 1 2. The ſleepe of a labouring man « ſweet whether hee eate | 
little or much :but the abundance of the rich will not ſuffer hins i 


toſleepe, "1 


AX amplification of the vnprofitableneſſe of plenty of 
earthly fruics by a comparifon, - A man in the ample - 
potſcfſion of theſe is in worſe caſethen the poore man that 
wanteththis aboundance: Becauſe that the [leepe of a labo- 
ring man is (weet, whether he cate little or mach, Thelabo- 
ring manistyed to a competency or meane, therefote an | 
the one (ide hee is free from the euill ſuperfluities of intem- 
perance 
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124: Verſe 13+ ; An Expoſition, or Chap.y. 
" perance andriot, towhich filth is ſubieR, yea, to which our 
luſtfull natufe doth captiuate vs in the polleſlion thereof, 
butche other is reſtrained, for tis fire wanteth fuell co lame 
forth with the other,and is kept in atemper. Againe on the 
other (ide, heis free from conſuming cares, which weary the 
braine,and diſquiet the heart of the other, So that his bo 
gily paines are recomp:nſed with pleaſant ſIcepe , whether 
he eatc much or little,whereas the reſltle(Te (pirit of the other 
rideth his body day and night: For bs abwndance will not (uf- 
for bins toſleepe, His abundance isa great heauy lumpe, like” 
the tone of Siphus,which is rowled vpand downe continu- 
ally with a doubtfull , fearefull , carefull heart ; or cle the 
contrary temptations thereof doc ſo ouer-power him , that 
he hath nomore command of himſelfe then the fed horſe, 
So that his condition is miſerable , and cauſcth che poore 
man to ble(ſchimſclfe in his mediocritic, yea, co preferre his 
pouerty betore the others wealth. This is a great euill,but 
thercis yet a ſorer thenthis, 


Verſe 13, There #1 aſore ewill which 1 haue ſcene under the Sun z 
 namely,riches kept for the owners thereof yo their ture. 


N amplification of the vnprofitableneſſe of wordly 
goods by their euent, Itis fictt propounded generally, 
There i an ewil,' Secondly, confirmed by the teſtimony of 
his (peciall obſeruation ; Which I haye ſeene wider the Sunue, 
Thirdly,explicated more fpccially, Riches kept for the owners, 
rotherr burs, ; 
In theſethree laſt verſes before, the vnprofitablenefle of 
_ riches,is figured by a gradation,thus, A man bath not one- 
ly no good by them,ſaue tolooke on them,ver/e 1 1, but alſo 
they depriue him of his necetlary and natural! reſt by night, 
verſe 12. Neither doe they onely fo , but ( politiucly ) they 
bring him to ruine oft-times, verſe 13, The former words 
include a compariſon of euils among themſelues , toillu- 
ſtrate this euill of richesas if he ſhould ſay: There be many 
infrmitics and euils incident to man , and to his outward 
ſtate,to increaſevanity,anger,ſorrow,griefe, &c. Yetis _ fl 
ore 


Ver.13. Commentaryon EecLnslasTtes, Chap.y, 


ſoreeuill, che{ah, or euill diſeaſe, even a lickeneſſe to death, 
that a man ſhould ſpend all his daycs in trauell,depriuing his 
body and minde of recreations, and fuch comforts asthe 
vie of riches bring , thatin his latter dayes his ioy may be 
full, and perfeA, without any mixture of care, or feare of 
want, either for himſclfe or for his children, butthen it 
ſhould fall out quite contrary to his expeRationz namely, 
that thoſethings which were gathered, kept and preſerued 
for his good, ſhould be to his deſtruAion in their cuenr. 
This was the euent of Hewars aſpiring to promotion and 
honour, wealth, friends &c, Hee little thought thatall his 
plots for honour and wealth ſhould haue beene a rope and 
a gallowcs to hang him on,whereas many others had been 
hanged with leiſe coſt and lahour. But the more colt the 
greater infamy,the higher riſe the greaterfall. | 
The builders of the tower of Babel intended to make 
themſelues famous inthe earth,but the event was their labor 
for their trauell,and theiudgement of God vpon their pride. 
Tt became a bable good for naught, buttoproclaime their 
folly to all ages of the world. The deuill and the Phari- 
ſes thought that all was firme and ſure to them and theirs, 
when they had crucified Chriſt , andin his ignominious 
death had expofed his name, doctrine, and all that belecued 
in him, to ſhame and perpetuall contempt, But the cuent 
was the downe-fall of Satans kingdome , and the ſhame and 
confuſion of them and their children, as it is in the parable 
ofthevineyard. They that belecue in him ſhall never be 
confounded, nor aſhamed. Much a doe a long time alſo, 
hath there been about the building and eftablithing of the 
Romiſh Synagogue,and deifying the great Gell, but confuli- 
on and ſhame ſhallbe the event. The rich man. Z»k.12, 
provided and laid vp great ſtore of wealth, for his caſe and 
toy in his old age,but when he begins toſay, Now ſoule caſt 
off all care, takethine cafe, eate, drinke, ar:d be merry , the 
event was quite contrary , for his goods preiſed downe his 
foule to hell, 
Finally,to how many and moſt lamentable miferies may 


a man and his family be expoſe by reaſon of his abun- 
dance, 
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Verle 14- An Expoſuion, or Chap.s. 
dance, wherein ſoeuer it conlilteth,all ages affoord innume- 
rable examples, Neither doe theſe cuils befall the wicked 
onely,the eucnt of whoſe vnlawfull-gotten-goods, Selomen 
here alonely aimeth not ar,but euenthe good allo, as the ex- 
ample of Naboth,and of innumerable in our ——_— may 
reſtifie. Sinneis the cauſe or ground of all cuils. Pride was 
the cauſe of Hamans fall, and linne was the ground of ob7 
miſery,and Nabeths death. 

To conclude, this is a vanity and a grieuous cuill belong- 
ingto worldly goods, whoſocuergetteth them, or keeperh 
them ;namely,oft-times to occaſion his ruine, This genera- 
litie doth Se/omon principally intend, 


Verſe 14: But thoſe riches periſh by exill travel,and he begetteth 
4 ſonne,and there is nothing in bu band, 


AX amplification of cheir vaprofitableneſſe,by their in- 

pony and vncertainty. They arcaſlippery polſleſli- 
on,likcan Eele in a mans hand,or a bird that hath il|-will to 
tarry there, for as ſoone as the hand flacketh, ſhe is flowne ; 
ſorichestake them the wings of an Eagle,and flic vp ſudden» 
ly into heauen,they writhle out of the hand, and luſh into 
the deepe,and that when a man ſceth and looketh on. But 
theſe riches periſh by an enilitrauell. T his word (Bat ) ſeemeth 
toimply a prolepfis, thus ; Wealth indeed ſometimes doth 
occalion a mans ruine , as eHbrahaw travelling into Egypt, 
feared that the beauty of his wife ſhould be an occaſion of 
his deſtruion, Gen.20.11, So Iacob feared that his poſteri- 
ty ſhould occaſion cuillto him from Zeban, and hls ſonnes, 
bue that is (eldome. 

An. Beit ſothata man periſh not by thole riches, yettheſe 
eucnthele riches hagnaſrer habica, thata man hath ſo labo- 
riouſly gotten, and carefully kept, and (ill diligently increa- 
{cth,thal periſh in his hands;(as though they muſt either kill, 
or be killed )and that either by caſualties, cowhich they lye 
open,as well as himſelfe doth ; orel(e by his owne folly, and 
improuidence. Forthere is a way,which a man in wiſedome 
eaketh, whereby allthings ſucceed according to his minde, 

| Againe, 


penn” i any 


Againe, there is a way which a man taketh for the beſt, 
and likelie(t, but it is filled with crotle and loſe, euery one 
falling inthe necke of other, both cauſally, and occafional- 
Iy, which thing oft times bringeth a ſudden ditſolution of 
the greateſt, and molt ſetled hos For in this caſe a man is 
In a maze, and knoweth not which way to turne him. For if 
he take this way, a Lyon ſhall teare him; if he leape ouer the 
hedge,a Serpent ſhall bire bim, it he turne another way, hee 
ſhall fall among theeues. Whether he trauaile or trafficke 
by Sca or Land, it isan euill trauaile, What cana mandoe. 
when the Army of God encountereth him, or with-draw, as 
I may ſay, their fortunate aſpe& from him ? when nothing 
thriveth with him, batis like the panting Bird, or writhling 
Eelein his hand? Andbe begetteth a ſonne, and there is nothing 

found in his hand. An amplitication of his calamity , by the 
extent , which & the pouerty of his poſterity alſo. It isnot 
onely a griefeto hirn, to be depriued of his goods for him- 
ſelfe, but that hischildren alſo, for whom heſo carefully tra- 
uclled,and are as dearevnto him, as vnto himſelfe,ſhould be 
lefe delticure, and helpeleſſe, And withall, the griefe of their 

Fathers fall extendeth to then, to adde afliion to the ſor. 
rowfull,beſides the hopes of their pofſibilitie, which are now 
become fruſtrate : To be deprived of thatwhich a man was 
borneto,as we (ay, is a perpetuall ſorvow,and cauſeth many 
adeepe ligh, 


Verſe15. «A: became forth of his mothers wombe , naked ſbal 
he returne, ts goe as be came , and ſhall take nothing of his la- 


bour, which he may carry away in hu hand. 


N amplification of the vnprofitableneſſe of riches, by 

their common adiun&, They are bodily, temporary, 
momentany. Man is everlaſting in his better part, whereof 
heis denominated a man, But riches ſerue onely for the 
time of this our life. There is no ſtrength in chem to free a 
man from death, but they leaue him in the iawes of death. 
They ſerue onely for his exp=nce by the way, till he come 
to the place of his accompt,and his iudgement vpon his ac- 
cowpt. 


Ver.15. Commentary on EccrnslasTes, Chas, 127 
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Verſe 15- An Expoſition , or Chap.y. 
comp. Riches are like an Harlot, which having intangled 
a man with the loue of her , maketh a ſhew as though ſhee 
would not depatt from him , but when he is arreſted by the 
Sergeant for debt, ſhee veterly forſaketh him, and followeth 
other cuſtomers', whom ſhee mocketh in like ſort, The rich 
man C41 Carry away nothing in his hand of all his labour , to af- 
foord any helpe,or comfort to him after death, Dixer, Lukg 
I6, doth witnelle this, who of all his earthly abundance, 
could not enioy ſo much as adroppe of water to coole his 
tongue. The rich mans departure ovt of the World, isillu- 
ſtrated by a compariſon of his comming intothe World, 
es be came naked, ſo ſpall he retwrne. It will be (aid; That is the 
common condition of eucry man, and ao more griefe to 
the rich then to the poore. e-fuſ. Itis indeedthe common 
condition of all men, but yet a miſery peculiar to the rich : 
For he hath onely laboured for riches, he hath put his confi» 
dencein his riches, his ioy, delight,comfort,was all in his ri- 
ches; he knew none other God, bur his Idoll. Now asitis 
the torment of hell, to be quite ſeparated from the preſence 
and proteRion of God, fromthe company of his Angels and 
Saints: (o isit the greateſt miſery of the rich man, tobe lepa- 
rated from the preſence and protetion of IMawmmon: When 
he and bis {doll ace parted, then he falleth into deſperation. 
This we (ce verified by the praiſe of thoſe, who being yet 
aliuc, and likely toliue long, make away themſclues,yca,oft 
times fora {mall loſſe, buttheir feare is great : for they haue 
now none other God to truſt on, orto flic vnto for ſuccour, 
Therefore how wuch ſoeuer a man is addited to any 0» 
ther linne, how great (oevuer his deſire, his loue,delight be in 
any vice, yet for this onely is hetermed an Idolater. And this 
is the cauſe, why the Scriptures impute this common con- 
dition of man with all creatures,to the richyfor a ſpeciall mi- 
ſerie, P/al.49.17- And as aimans defire,ioy, loue,and confi- 
dence in hs goods 1s the greater, ſo much greater is his mi- 
ſerie: Otherwiſe, hethattruſtcthin the living God,who hath 
life in himſelfe, and by himſclfe, and giucth lifeto all, is 
poore inhis abundance, Aath.5.3, andrich ins poucrty, 
For in viing of this World, he victh ienot, for his heart is in 
heauen, 
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Ver. 16. Commentary ou Eccitslasres, Chas, 


\ heauen, becauſt his treaſure isthere, But hee that hath his 
treaſure here, liueth in feare, and dyeth in defpaire.. O death 
how bitter is the remembrance of thee to a man that liveth 
at relt in his poſſeſſions, vntorhe man that hath nothing(in 
outward appearance at leaſt.) rovexe him, and that hath 
proſperity in all ehings, (for alittle while,as Cre/# had) yea, 
vnto him that is yet able to eaterncace, that is young, luſty, 
and ſtrong ? &c. Ecelues 41.1, 


Verſe 16, And this alſo is aſore enill, that in all prints 44 be came, 
ſo ſhall be goe : and what profit bath he that hath laboured for 
the winde ? 


AT amplification of the ynprofirableneſle of riches loſt, 
by a compariſon of the common condition of man 
leauing his riches. For a man by death to leave all behinde 
him, isa miſery, But itis a greater miſery for riches toleaue 
a man before death, Commonly riches accompany the rich 
tothe grave, and there giue him his farewell,which indeed is 
a miſery to goc as he came: but this man hauing gotten 
them with excetliue tcoyle, is deprived of them before his 
death, ſo that in all points he goeth as he came. 'Fhis is a 
double inifſery, Di#es his miſery was great in that hee muſt 
partfrom his wealth, yet he was honoured with a pompous 
funcrall ; but [obs was greater, that being beltripped of all, 
hee ſhould die before his death , and be buried before his 
graue was open, as yet hee knew nothing to the contrary. 
For firſt his whole ſtate was diſſolued , all his ornaments, 
all his neceſT:ries veterly diſperſed, dead in his eſtate, dead in 
his children, the World was a dead thing to him, and heea 
dead thing to the World, as the Prouerbe is, #ho iſo woe 
begone, 4 firſt a man ſince none, Againe , he was buried in 
the graue of ſorrow, and covered with the moulde of obli- 
vion, and contempt, Therefore (aid Dexid in his deietion 
allo, 7 am a worme,and no man,1 aw 4s 4 dead man ont of minde; 
and Elias, 1 Kings 19.4. I 4m not better then my Fathers were. 
This then is alſo a ſore cuill, Theſe words arean illuſtration 


of this miſery,by acowpariſon with the former verſe 1 y_ 
| C-- the 
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Verſe 17+ An Expeſuion, or Chap.s 


the Egqaals, in this word (alſo). Aviciss grievous evil fora 
man to periſh by occaſion ot his riches ſo is it alſo as grie- 
yous ancuill, that his riches ſhould periſh from.him, For his 
life ſtandeth in his riches, And as Deamid in bis mourning 
for eAbſolon, wifhed that he had died for him, 2 Saw,r8,z3. 
So the rich man in his mourning for the loſle of his. goods, 
wiſheth himſelte dead, or thathe had beene dead, when by 
ſuch or (tch a folly he incurred ſuch an incurable damage. 
How many a man hazardeth, yea, looſcth his life to ſaue his 


| = 2 This devoted (cruitor will alſo die for the honour of 


is god Mammer. He is a Martyr ailo. What projir hath bee 
that bath laboured for the winde ? A concluſion amplified by 
acompariſon, to illuſtrate the vnprofitableneſle and vanity 
of yncertaine and periſhing riches.) Euen as hee that latypu- 
reth for the winde, wearyeth- himſelfe, bur getteth na 
fo this man gatheringgoods,enioyeth naught, The wind-ga- 
therer fceleth the winde,bur graſperth naught; ſo this man in1- 
braceth ſweetly his goods, but holdech naught, 


Verſc 17. ell bu dayes alſo he eateth in darkeneſſe, and he bath 
wwch ſorrow, and wrath in his ſickneſſe. 


A N hypotypoſir, or lively deſcription of his miſery, that is 
deſpoyled of his poſleſſions, which 1 called before the 


death and buriall of a man, in reſpe& of his worldly eſtate. 


«Ml bis dayes be eateth [ 4 ſynecdeche of the fpeciall)in darkeneſſe 
(a metapher), As proſperity is compared to the ſhining of 
che Sunne, and brightneſle of the Moone, 7ob 31.26. lo is 
aduerlity to obſcurity and darkneſle; Eſas 58.10. Theearth 
into the which the cuill ſpirits were caſt downe, is a death, 
and an hell co them in compariſon of the glory of heauen ; 
and this carth is proportionably an heauen to the damned. 


So in ſome proportion pouerty and want is.a grauc, a death,. 


an hell to the wicked rich, ia compariſon'ot the ſplendour 
and glory of his wealthy Rate,from which he is fallen. When 
Dives would have beene glad of one drap of water, how glo- 
rious and beautifull was the review of hiscarth]y ſtate? yea, 
the thought that for a man to-behoid.che light of the Sun, 
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Ver.17. Commentary wEcctisiASTES, Chap.s, 


to haue his abiding among the creatures of God, to live a- 
mong men, and to bein theChurch of God, though other- 
wiſe he licked the duſt with the Serpent, and drunke water, 
and were filled with all the cemperall afRiions of this life; 
was an heauen. Now as this vale of miſery was to Dixerin 
torments an heauen without miſery: ſo are vaine riches a 
paradiſe of pleaſure to the godleſle rich, being now in po- 
uerty, He counteth the rich happy, and himſelfe when hee 
was rich ; but now he is in defpaire, and hatcth himſelfe,hee 
hath no comfortin himſelfe. For then he loued himlſelfe for 
his goods ſake, burthey being loſt, heis periſhed. Hee wan- 
dereth in ſolitarineſle, like to an igmie farms, vndone, debo. 
ſhed, he auoydeth mans companyzhe delightethin nothing, 
allchings are turned into bitternefſe, hee is a Pellican in the 
Wildernefſe,an Owle in the Deſere, He hath much (orrow fick- 
kneſſe, and anger. An amplification of the former generall 
ſpeech, by the ſpecials, Sorrow, in Hebrew Cagnas, fignificth 
indignation,wrathfulneffe, fretting, grudging, repining, ma- 
king every thing a prouocation of griefe, as Prov. 21.19, 
It is better to dwell in the wilderneſſe, then with a woman of con- 
Fextions, and indignation; 0aragnas, ſichimeſſe, and anger. In the 
Hebrew, a#d ſichlineſſe , or languor, and fury. Indignationg 
mourning, fretting, cauſeth (icklinette, conſuming, and lan». 
guiſhing, it dryeth, and maketh bitter the humours, which 
againe cauferh furiouſnetſe. The Hebrew word Ketzeph, 
properly (ignificth ſuch anger as cauſeth foaming, and froa- 
thing, asche'rumulcuous waterstotled with the winde: Asif 
he ſhould ſay, Heisfull of madnelle,or beafHly fury, Forfuch 
men commonly are angry againſt God, to which Sathan 
would hauetempted 796. They curſe the Diell-and all ill 
lucke, they ſtorme againſt the creatures themſelues, and en-. 
uic other men, Neither doth he ſpeake of thoſe men onely 
that arethus impatient in loiſes, but 6Fall men, which bewray 
ſuch infirmities in like caſe, though notin ſuch meaſure and 
deſpcration, .as the wicked dee, which once hauing riches, 
truſted riotin God, but in riches. 
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132 Veaſe18. Au Expoſition, or. Chap.6+ 


Verſe 18; Beboldthat which I baut ſcene: it is good and comety, 

| for one to eate aud to drinke , and to entoy the good of all his la- 

8 - bony that he tazeth wnder the Sunne , all the dayes of bu Liſe 
which God nineth bam: for it i bu portion... 


AER of Selomons judgement ( vpon conſidera» 
tion of theſe vanitics') of the true and right vie of all 
worldly things,confirmed by the teſtimony of his owne ob- 
| ſeruation,and experience. 'Bebold, that wbich 1 bane ſeene. 
Behold, a preface to ſtirre yp attention;conlideration,and re- 
membrance of his in{truQtion. That which I haxe ſeene; The 
teſtimony. lt is ag00d-which is comety;ſor one to eate,to drink $0, 
the propolition, Fhis isthe onely good thatis to be found 
in them,bodily (ultenance,and perfonall maintenance, This | 
Good is amplified by the adiunR,come/eneſſe, T his ioyfull;and ; 
comfortable vſe of honeſt labour is agreeable to the nature 
of man,who differeth from a bea(t: And carnall reaſon tea- 
cheth,that all things arc made for man, taat man might re= 
toyce with man in the comfortable. vſc thereof. we 
Apainezit is agreeable to the perſon of man, who is.the- 
image of God,indued with a reaſonable foule , which isnor' 
made for his body , asthe Epicure dreameth, northe body 
for goods as the niggard (lumbereth,but contrarily,4atth, 
6.31, Take no thought for meate,drinke, cloathing : For the bo» 
dy is not for rairacnt,nor che lifefor meate, but contrarily, 
Verſe 25. Clothing is for the body, meate is forthe lite, and 
the life is for the kingdome of God, verſe 33. Seting that 
theſe things arc for che reparation, ſuſtenance, and mainte- 
nance of mans body , which is the houſe and veilell cf the 
ſoule;it is a comely thing that this vetcll or hoale be accor- 
| dingly maintained. For:chatis the onely end and vie there- 
of, As man is the molt excellent creature and image of 
God,fo let him not make himlelfe a beaſt , and (eruant to 
the creatures; hut maintaine the dignity of his perſon, But ; 
yet let him not turne his perſoninto &n Jdef, as it Is now: 
common- 
For that this portion, Aiconfirmation by a reaſon drawne 
ON from 
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Ver.19,20.Commentary awEc cf 51s r35;Chay, 
from the end,and vſe of earthly things:They aregiaen hiai 
of God, forthat purpoſe,euen to conuert them» to ithat- vic 
onely,for no other good is in them,no further matter can be 
wroughte,or attained to by them. Therefore hercin let him 
reſt himſelfe contented; and tothis end limithis delires; and 
indeauours, LW | 


Verle 19. Emery man alſo,to whom God bath gixen riches , and 
wealth, and hath omen him pewer to eate thereof , and to take 
his portion , and to reiogce in bis aber ; this us the gift of 
Co d, | af ; 4 63 \ > 


A N amplification of the propoſition, by the efficiene 
cauſc,inthe laſt words; This 5: the gift of God, For a man 
to labour moderately for riches, and by Gads blefliog of. his 
labour tOattaine to riches & wealthy and alſo to have power 
to vic the (ame for the comfort of hisbody,in cating,drink- 
ing,apparell,buildingz for the comfort alſo & education of 
his children and family, accordingly as God hath beſtow» 
cd on him,and to reioyce herein al without preedy deſire 
of more,or faithleſle feare of loling' that which! ſs preſents All 
this is the gift of God, Forvnlctle God that giveth powet 
to get wealth,giue allo grace to vie wealth arighe, hee ſhall 
live befide his wealth , yea liue in poverty, and dicin mi- 


Verſe 20. For he foal not mach remember the deyes of bus life : 
becauſe God anſwereth bim in the toy of bis heart, 
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N amplification of the propoſition by the effet,name-. , 
A ly,of Se rightvſe of riches He ſhall” not much remember Gu rs 
e&c.that is, neither ſhall the timepaſt be grieuons vato him free,and hap- 
through the conſcience of his couetous getting, & omiſſion py,but in lome 
of euery good duty; or through the feeling of paines,aches, good meaſure, 


diſeaſes garten intimes palt, with lifes,burdens,faſting, wats 
ching z &c. Nejthet ſhall chetimepreſent » Bor the. tune to 
come be grieuousthrough feare of want or loſſe,orehrough 
doubting of' Gods providence for hin and his poſterity , os 

K3 through 


Verſe 1 An Expofition, or Chap.s. 
throughtfeare of death it ſelfe, fommoning him to his recko- 
ning. And why © Beeanſe God anſwereth him in the toy of but 
beart. A confirmation by the cauſe, As God hath given 
him power to gather riches and wealth, {o be is an(werable 
to his honeſt and; conſcionable labours and travaile, with 
another powerygift,or grace; namely,ioy of heart,comfort, 
and hearty ioy in the vſe therecf, to his owne good, his 
neighbours good,and Godsglory. 


Cnarrtea Vl. 


Verſe 1, There ts an exill whith I hane ſcene vnter the Sunnezand 
St 14 Comuen among wee: 


FNKER N illuſtration of the comfortable ve of ri 
Sl. } ches,which isthe gift of God,by the contra- 
=O & ry voprofitablenefſe,vanity,or abuſe therof, 
" | in thoſe that want this grace;or rather by the 
Sy V\ abuſing of themſelves , their ſoules and bos 
dics,in withholding chevſe thereof from both, Which thing 
isa plague and curſe of God vpon finners, that ſeeke not his 
kingdome, andtherighteovufneſſe thereof, bur truſting in 
themſelues and thcir goods,ayme at a full and firme cftate, 
voyde of care and fearc,or elſe of plaine and exceſſive pride 
hoard vp theit riches for che aduancement of their poſteri- 
ty: Of which purpoſcalſo God defeateth them , by eranſle- 
ting their goods to ſtrangers, And this 1s a great calamity 
and woefull miſery, This hee toucheth to the end of 
ver(e 8. | | 3 
This firſt verſe containeth the peneralt propoſition of 
this vnprofitableneſſe,and vanity of riches, which increaſech 
the miſery of man that ſeeketh for a felicitie in them, notin 
God. There « av emill which I haneſeene vnder the Sugne , and 
it i; comtmon 4mone men, This vnprofirable vanity is, decla- 
red inthis verſe. 1, By the Generall,aw enil, 2, Confirmed by 
teftimony Hhivh I bane (cone wader the Sunne, 3. Arnplificd » 
the 


y 
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Ver.2, Commentary mEccLesiastes, Ghaps, 
the adiun,ond it is conmon among. men. This knowne cuili> 
whereof there is great complaint cuery where, is common 
among men,and peculiar or proper to men : For beaſts are 
not ſubieRt to this euill diſcaſe, bue. men onely , who in 
this reſpeR among other,are worſeand more miſerablethen 
beaſts, Andit isindeed our peculiar plagueof Ged vponthe 
diſtrultfoll,faithleſſe,vncharitable niggard y who as he-net- 
ther loueth God,nor his ncighbour,ſo neither doth he loue 
himfclfe,by cheiuſt ivdgement of God, 


Verſe 2, A man to whom God bath ginen riches, wealth, and he- 
worr,ſo that he wanteth nothing for his ſoule of all that be defs- 
reth,yet God giveth hins not power to eate thereof, but a flrau- 
£87 oateth it : This is vanity and it is an nil diſeaſe. 


Particular explication of che propolition:in theſe ewe 
Ann verſes , wherein this vanity or cuill-plague, is ſer 
forth to the view of the eyes, by an byporipoſir or lively de 
ſcription, There is a man , that as hee hath thieſted after 
worldly goods, av the Iſraelites hungred for fleſh, fo God 
hath ginen him his hearts deſire: He hath riches, hee hath 
wealth,an# the-abundance of all things ſeruiceable for the 
welfare of mans lifeghe hath honour,ortheplace, and title 
of dignitieto which he harh aſpired, neither doth hee want 
any thing that his ſoule luſted after, but hath inioyed all the 
full mcafure and perfe&tion thereof, Here isthe outward ap- 
pearance of. happineſſe : But God withholdeth big grace 
from him;that heeannot vit-it to hiscomfort, He is-like an 
alle loaded with gold, and vituals,buteateththiftles,and in 
the end a ftranger thatnever (weat for it, one'vaknowne to 
him,yea,it nay beonethat was higenemy ſhall haue the vie 
thereof. $5 that it fplainely appearathatrhelaſt to all men, 
thar chis happy man'wavthe dradge;theParueyor.s the Por- 
ter,the alſe afothermens burdens, Hereis chevnprofitable- 
nelle and vanity of his labour, Andthis is an evill diſeaſe, or 
gricyous fickenetle; Thiseuill diſeaſoehanconſitterh, 1. In 
the axtompliſhmientofhis defires, Hy bark richer, wealth bo- 
nour ,amplifurd by « comtmer ation, he wantevlwething, 2, In the 


K4 privation 
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1136 Vetrſez: Au Expoſition, or Chap.6. 


privation or/wantof grace to vie ther + Yet God gineth bins 


not power to eatethereof; Eming' ; is-put for all comfortable 


vles, by a Synecdoche of the ſpecial, 3. 1n the event of all his 
poſſeſſions;the eras(lation thereof to ſtrangers ; But aſiran- 
ger eatetb it, | | | 


Verſe 3. If a mas beget an hundred children,and line many yeares, 
ſothat the _ of his yeares be many ; and his ſouls be not fil 
led with good,and alſo that be haue no buriall,] ſaythat an vn- 
timely birth is better then he, 

- A Continuation ofthe deſcription of the vanity of riches 

£ Xwithoutvſe,figuredby a Gradation, If,or although, a raan 

hath not onely riches, wealth and honour, but hath euen an 
hundredchildren alſo, euen children ( eſteemed the grea- 
teſt bleſſing,as orbity and barrenne(le was a reproch.) accor- 
ding tohis deſire, which he may ſend out. like flecks , 1b 
21.1 1-and not onely:ſo,but withall live many yeeresand yet 
his deſires be not ſatisfied with riches, ſothat he cannot in- 
ioy the comfortable vic of theſethings thatare preſent z bue 
euen his children arc an accalion of greedy delire, care, ſor« 
row, ſpacing,and pinchings&s, and not onely (atisfied and 
comfortle({cin life,but alſo at his 'dcath hath no buriall,cucn 
neitherthen hath any v(e ofhis + nt0i SU : 
forthe honourable execution of hisfuncrall, er.22, 1$. but 
is ratherexecutedfor (ome capitall. crime commuted, as ma- 

ny Emperours and Papes were, or. murthered, /er ,2.2. 9. 

or drowned,or makethaway himſelfe, as Nero, and eAchits- 

phel,Sanland Iudas did, or dyeth farrefrom home, and ſud- 

den]y,or that had beenchated,as /aſon,z Haccabeus 5.8.10. 

of all men, and cuen his children be weary, of him, and 

aſhamed of+! him, yea diſcredited ; by him in his latter 
dayes,when his vnderſtandipg/and, memory fayling,he hath 
no government of his inordinate paſſions, but is wickedly 
humorous, weariſame, andodious, and therefore cuen his 
friends glad of his;death z this is a vanity., a miſerable cala» 
mity. This vanitieer cuill diſcaſe, particularized.in this verle, 
conliſleth, z,1n hauing children at a.maas delire, wa lujng 
: ONBs. 


Ver. 4-5. Commenteryon EecLesiasrts Chaps. 


long. 3. In beingdepriued of all ivy through faithlefſe and 
greedy delire. 4. In an infamous, and diſhonourable death. 
Laſtly,he illuſtrateth this vaine condition of therich, by a 
compariſon of an abortiue child,rs wiz,one that is borne be- 
fore his time,and dyeth in his birth: The vntimely birth is bet- 
ter then he, 


Verſe 4. For he cometh inwith vanity, and departeth in darke- 
weſſe,and his name ſhall be conered with darkeneſſe, 


P Nin rmation of the compariſon or preheminence of 
the vntimely-borne child abouc him. Ks bahebelba,for 
he commeth in vanity,s.as nothing, being ſenceleſle of good 
and euill, So that his comming is as no comming atall, 
And ashecommeth - before his time and growth to ripe» 
neſfe of birth, and ſo is no man ;z fo againe he departeth in 
darknes, heis privately buried, either few or none knowing 
thereof,and his name is couered with darkeneſle, For there 
is noſpeech,nor remembrance of him any more. 


Vetſe 5. Moreoner, be bath not ſcene the Sunne , nor knowne any 
} rhing. This bath wore reſt then the other, 


' A Secondpriuiledge or preheminence of the abortiue a- 

boue the vaine rich. Hee bath not ſcene the Sunne, oc. 
His birth was to him an end of all miſeries co which the life 
of man'is ſubiet. He neither fcltin himſelfe , nor ſaw the 
manifold corruptions and euils in the world, nor the cares 
and travels of this painfull life. He is freed from bodily dif- 
eaſes and paines, from oppreſſions and enuy , from feares, 
and danpers;from griefe,anger and fury, with which the o= 
ther was prefled and oppreſſed : Therefore he hath more 
reſt then che other,who lived and dyed'in vanity, 

The corne that is cropt vp as ſoone as it appeareth, or is 
bruiſed in pieces when it lyeth in ſprout , is better then the 
old weed that is hated whileit Randeth,and in theend iscut 
downe for the fire, 


Verſe 6, 
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Verſe 6. CAN Expoſition, or Chap.6. 


Verſe 6. Tea,thowgh be line a thouſand yeeres twice told, yet hath 
he ſcene no good. Doe not all goe to one place 


AN amplification of the former argument by a prolepſir. 
Notwithſtanding, the eemon afflitions of mortal life, 
yet it is a pleaſantthing to behold the Sunne, to enioy the 
bleſſings of God beſtowed on a man, and long life is a blef- 
Gng delired of all. Therefore in that hee liued here many 
yeeres, his condition is much better then the abortiues, which 
was depriued of all. 4. Although hee liged long, yea, a 
thouſand yceres,and athouland to theend of that, yer isthat 
no prerogative, but a multiplication of miſcries,and vanities : 
For he hath ſeene no good, He hath ſpent his dayes in carefull 
trauell, in ſorrow, griefe, anger,in much diſquictneſle,feare, 
and trouble, he hath depriucd himſclfc of fociall recreations 
of the day, and the naturall reſt of the nigbe, to accempliſk 
his vaine hopes, he hath liucd beſides all his goods, he hath 
iaded his body, broken his braines, burthencd hisconſcience, 
he is hated of God, loathed of men, the earth groneth vader 
his burden, the World is weary of him, hee is quiee (tripe of 
all goodneſſe, and baniſhed Que of cuery placein the hearts 
of men, as laſer, 2 acc. 5.8. He dyeth inignominy, he is 
buricd in forgerfulneſle, his name is rotten before his body, 
he hath neither done goqdgnorcnioyed goadand how 
ſocuer helivedz Dos not all gee to one place? Aﬀter that bg ha 
bad the experience of two thouland yeexes vanitics, he mult 
deſcend into the graue of rhe abortiue, andreturne againe ins 
to duſt with him. New when they are both duſt, whether 
duſt js the better 2 the former or later ? The dult of him 
that had the experience of common, and perſanall vanie 
tigs, without number, many yecrcy, and ended his dayes.in 
mo and  qiſhonour, or of him that neper knew any 
thing 
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Ver.7. Commentary on Ecetnglasrtus., Chap.s. 


Verſe 3, eAlthe labour of man is for bis month, and h 
petite 14 not filed, y es | ny uy” th 


a2 ſecond pattofthe Chapter : which is, a concluſion 
- of the weakenelle, and inſufficiency uf riches to (arisfie 
the defire of man, to the end of the Chapter, Man conſiſterh 
of an immortall ſoule and corruptible body;that is ſpirituall, 
this is earthly : yea, that is a ſpirit, and the body is but a vel- 
ſell,or inſtrument ynired to ir, without compolition or mix- 
ture, This veſſell is the ſperme of the World, the duſt of the 
earth, that is to ſay, af elementary matter or ſubſtance,con- 
liſting of a mixture of the elements, and therefore it is ſu- 
Nained and maintained by elementaty foode, So that the ap= 
petite, ts puns, mm thirſt, is catthly alſo, Now whar is 
the end of allthe 
what isthe obieR or ſubie& whereon he worketh ? 1s it not 
all co ſatisfie rhe bodily appetite? Whence proceedeth, and 
whether tendeth this _—_ Natare itſelfe declareth the 
matter, The appetite of the Tree is the more ſimple moi- 
Ature, or rather iuyceof the earth, and it cannot, neither wil. 
leth to goe beyond hiskinde : For the appetite is limited to 
the kinde, which onely deſireth the perfeRtion, and props- 
gation thereof. And fo of all creatures liging and ſenſible,ac- 
cording to their kindes. But mans veſſell beivg themoſt 
compound, not that it hath more elements then other crea- 
tures,but the moſt vniverſall nature, hath an vniverſall appe= 
tite: And the whole World, with all the creatures thesein, 
ſerue oaely for meate, drinke, and cloathing. The whole Ar- 
rajes of heatiengnd earth are o1ely for thefe three feruices of 
mans body,either immediately, or medately; that is to ſay, 
either foude, or Elſe preparatory vellels, Mrniſters,Othcers, 
or Tcadeſ-men, ſubotdinate one to another for man, who is 
the centre of them all. Shzepe and Ox:neaterhe iuyce of 
the carth,not immediately,bur by the preparatory vellell.the 
reene hearbe,by which it is eransformed intofoede agreea» 
letothe natureof »:aits 41d fowles. So man excerh graile 


and fodder, prepared by the bodies of cattle; allo flies and 
wormcs, 


bour of man ? wherein doth he labour ?- 
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Verſe 7. An Expoſition , or Chap.6. 
wormes, and vileſt things, arc by ſubordinate veſſels from 
ane to another,prepared to his mouth, and for his mouth. 
The melt vniverſall inſtrument by whoſe foture the life of 
the World, and of all his furniture is maintained, is the light 
in the Sunne, which God therefore created before any other 
creature, Then the Starres, nextly the matter of the firma- 
ment, whereof the (tarrces were formed : Theſe are (ubordi- 
nate. So that the heauens are an vnivuerſall cauſe or veſlell, 


by whoſe foture the clemcnts are ſuſtained. Againezthe cle- 


ments are an vniuerſall cauſe of ſultenance of their creatures 
produced out of their wombes,and formed of them, Laftly, 


_ the mixt creatures are preparatory veſlels one for another, 


till at length all come to the belly and backe of man, euca 
his body, the centre of them all : For all is mcate,and meate 
includeth medicine alſo. Now euery man hath in him the 
natureof allmen,ſothatall men are but as one manzthis one 
man is the ſperme or fcede of the whole World, ſuperiout 
and inferiour nature, asthe kernell containes the tree with 
all his branches, leaues, colours, vermiculations, fruits, &c- 
& as the ſperme of the liuing creature containeth the mem- 
bers, facultics,qualities,operations,Gc. of the creature from 
whoſe body it is propagated,and is by the vniuerſall fotures 
of the light, ſtarres, firmament, clements, &c. produced in- 
to growth and perfeRion, which are but the yniuerſall pre- 

aratory inftruments, which this ſperme victh and applyeth 

or the vellding yp of it ſelfe with thenexefoode or matter, 
which is aptto be adapted, and incorporatedinto the nature 
of it ſelfe: This matteror foode it onely deſireth. And ſo 
doth man alſo in his kinde, Of the animall and (pirituall 
foode and appetite it is impertinent here toſpeake, There- 
fore all the labour of man u for bis month. The beauens, the 
elements, the creatures, worke, and prepare for him, by 
theirinfluences, inclinations, appetites, tor to ſatishe and fill 
his appetice, Their mouthes are made for his mouth, their 
skinnes for his clothing, and building alſo is but a cloathing 
or coucting. All things are for the neceſſities and delights 
of the body. Inthis reſpeR alſo is he the Image of God, in 
thatall things arc for him, and he is for himſelfe, as concer- 
ning 


Ver:7.” Conmentiry ow Ee\ez t$4asTEs, Chaps, 
ning the creatures, For all arc ſeruantsto him; but heis fer- 
vane tonone : If he be;that is his'degenerating, bts curſe, his 
fall, his brutiſhneffe: for hethar ſerueth any rhing, body, or 
bodily things,is a beaſt in'thatreſpe&. Bur'who almoſt now 
a daytsmaketh notatyIdoHtof his body 7therefotewhen we 
would beas'gods/theti #rc'we coli bcalts; filthy beats. Bur 
bodily things are for the ſervice of the budy z the body for 
the ſpirit, andthat forthe Lord. Otherwiſe, as /eremy ſaith; 
Enery man u a beaſt by his owne knowledge,” © - + 

'* Ad yet'the appetits'i5n6t filed, Dis the Hebrew (ignh 
fieth ; The ſoil i4 wor fiitds Winn th extent of mans appe» 
rite is, both p<rfonall,and bodily, may well appeare, by chat 


which is already ſpeken , and allo by the two examples fol- 


lowing.” 'Fhe firſt is ſufficieatly ceſtified by- the exaniple of 
ENlexanier the Groar;who/was not Eoritented with the poſ 
ſot#oftherontinent of Land,noryer of the Sea, when he 
had heard Avaxagerar diſputing of'the plurality of Worlds; 
and when he had'conquered all; 'hee muſt meets be a god, 
pretending 'a title to heauen alſo. The appetite of man is 
rof limifdd'torhe material World,tiff tie be eransfornicedy 
or degenerated into the nature of a beaft'v '8'when his 


his concupiſcence, which is veter darkenefſe, Theſecond 
is teſtified by the example of Hel3ogabalur, the monſtrous 
Famey who wasfetbediarone (Upper with ſcauen thouſand: 
ſhes arid fivethbuſand fowles,and had lixe hundred bawdes 
and harlots following him in chariots, and gaue great re- 
wards to him that could invent any new learn Who is 
not an Alexander, and an Helzogabalrs, if God ſuffer himto 
range? God hath alwaye#permittedſome torunncoutinto 
extremities of vice, as the  Sodornter, that all men ragy lee 
what horrible filkh lyerh in che heart'of every man, which 
God reſtraineth for the preſeruation vf man-kinde for his 
Ele ſake, otherwiſe the Diucll is come Jowne, and rideth 
vpon mans appetite; The-appetite multiplyeth ie ſelfe infi- 
nitely. 'For' of all the millions of the living, among whom. 
the World is divided; -euery one hath an appetite of all, 
which ſheweth it ſelfeinthe vehemency, and extreamity of 


Fi eee downeito the confuſed Chabr agaitrez thelees - 
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Verſe 7. Au Expoſition, or Chaps. 
mens ſtriuings,end aſpirings higher and higher,one roaring 
waue or billow beating forward anether to ouerflow the 
banks, and to conuert all intoſea, if God had not limited 
their line, within which cuery man is bounded, when hee 
hath inhiated, ſtriuen, and dong what he can. His might 
ſhall never beto his moode. For God hath (et hill againſt 
dale,and contrarily. But what the appetite of him that hath 
but one acre of ground to live on,and butone wife,is in the 
nature and kinde thereof without outward reſtraint , or in- 
ward grace, and indeed both, plainely.appeareth by thele 
ewo cxamples, which may ſcrue for all, Therefore all the.la- 
bour of man is for his bedy and bodily ſtate, but the appetite 
# not filled, 

Morcouer,if the bodily appetite ſhould be ſatizficd with 
raeate;, drinke ,, apparcell, with;the delights ofthe ſonnez of 
men, and pleaſures. ofthe eyes; and that the perſonall ap- 

etite were alſo ſatisfied with honor and Soueraignty,which 
nd neither to eAlexandergnor to Heliogabalus, norto 
any naturall man ; yetcannot the ſoule be ſatisfied with in- 
finite worlds. .For the food of the ſoulc is natithe world, 


: ” - 


but God. inthe. world... | wits 
Theexcellcntbeauty of Gods wiſedame ſhining forth in 
all chings,coamoureth the (oule with the Joue thereof. And 
the more that a man knoweth , the more he- thirfteth and 
longeth for knowledge. But this appetite is, not filled, for ie 
worketh on an infinite obic, which canngtbecomprehen- 
ded nor containedin the ſoule, atleaſt, while itworketh'by 
earthly organes. So that neither Alexander nor yet his 
Maſter e£r5/otle,nor Plato,, Ariffetles Maſter could be latis- 
lied herewith. Their appetites could-not be Rtanched; Hee 
that gocth about it,makech God an Idoll,becaufe he limiceth 
the infinite. But if he be comprehended of any. creature in 
heauen or carth,then is he limited, I conclude, though the 
appetite of the body ſhould be filled, yet the appetite of man 
could neuer be filled. Then full contenyment ar felicity-is- 
notto be faung in this world,nor by this world, andthe ap- 
petite that will not be filled with a liccle,ſhall neuer be filled,' 
howſocuer men commonly deceiue themlſclucs, thinking 
errat 


Ver.8, Commentary im EccLeiasTes, . Chap.s, 
that if they-had bur this,ot that,they would ſet vp their reſt. 
Yea,cum as Dives would haveſervp his reflzfhe hadgoaen 
butonedrop of water to quench his feruem thirſt,” The 
truth is;the more fuell ehefireharh,the morehot it'burneth, 
Bot the (piritof Chriflisqhe wageethat coolrs this heate, and 
quencheth (118 chieft, his bouy: arid bloodtmisficch chis hun- 
per, Whenthe appecire/ ehemerattive; rammave, digeſtiue 
| powers worke vuirthis foode, theorher becommeth an ex- 
cretion or expulſion. | | 
Bur againe, though we enioy Chriſt and the kingdome 
of glory by fath,yct ſolong as we are here inthe fleſh , wee 
haue not the full pofleſiionthercat,1,7eh:341.2nd therefore 
deliretobe with bim,a Cor, 54a, +1 
. Toconclude Neither the appetite of the brutiſh man, 
nor of che animall orcarnatl man,nor ofthe (pirituall man is 
here filled. Andwhat hal fill the vegetable manzorlocoma- 
tive eree, which delireth not: mear,drinke;cloathing, women, 
children,buildings,&c. Eccte.4:8., efndyet i there none'end 
of bis labour ? Men now a dayes grow as thinne as Oakes be- 
gin to grow, andall is filled with brutes and vnprofitable 
vegetables, | | py 


Verſe $8. For what hath the wiſe more then the foule ? What hath 
the pore, that knoweth to walke before the lining ? 


Confirmation of his former propoſition concerning 

the infufficieney,and weakenelle of earthly things, to 
fatisfiethe appetite intheir vſe, figured by a profepſir,and that 
by a Communication, What can the wiſe man dos more with theſe 
worldly things then the forle ! And what can the rich manin all 
bit abundance doe 'muvre with is, then the poore doth. without it ? 
The Hebrew is thus, Phbat.mors excellent or better thing by 
them is to the wiſe man theuto the foole? and what ether thing is 
to the peore,thento him that knoweth to walks before the lining? 
Then to him that can put forth himſclfe , put himſelfe in 
preaſe,make a ſhew,or cracklingnoiſe,carry a good account 


for doing good vnto himſelfe , P/al.49. 18. This 1 _ 
c 
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the Hebrew -dire&tly intendeth. , Neicherthe wile man by,his 
wiſedome, not the rich man by his power, ſtrength and skill 
to order them for the beſt, can doe more with chem then 
bring eheir bodies to the ground in the full period of their 
times. But this the foole and the poore doe as well as they, 
andwhen they areall in the grauc , what difference isthere 
of theit bones ? Andif there were any, what is of their dult ? 
If the rich and the wife can do no more withethem, then the 
poore andthe fooliſh, then is there noſtrength in riches to 
full contentationor felicity. 


Vetſe 9. Betteris the fiobt of the eqer, thewths: wandring - tbe 
deſire : This ts alſo vanity and vexation of ſpirit. * 1 | 


A\ amplification of the former reaſon , further figured 
by another pro/epfirthus : Sceing thae God hath giucn 
the earth and: worldly goods to men; for theſuſtenance and 
pleaſures of the body,cheyarea bleſſing, and tokens of hig 
loue, and the beholding of them with the eye , affordeth 
ſome contentment, and ſatisfieth the dclire of the 
ſaule. | 
And although perfe& happineſſe conſifteth not thercing 
etitis much better then a wandring deſire , which longeth 
after many things,and wanteth neceſſaries, which the body 
naturally calleth for, and prouoketh a man to ſeeke for, 
though he would neuer ſo much inforce himſelfeto reſtfull 
contentation. Hethat hath a good competency and ſuffici- 
encie, to cheere his body with comfortable things , and to 
liue in good account and credit among thebettcr {ort,is of a 
more ltayed deſire , and hathioy in bimſelfe aboue him that 
hath lefle, andis alwayes wiſhing,complaining,craving,&c. 
el, Be itlo,yet in theſe things that bepotleſſerh, there 
is vanity and vexation of ſpirit, Thereis no ſoundnelle but 
a pn: Miſery may be mitigated , but it can never be 
cured, 


.; Vale 
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Verſe to. That which hath beene, is named already, and it i; 
knowne that it ts man . neither may he comend with hin that is 
mightier than bee. 


A Confirmation of his iudgement,or cenſure delivered in 
his former briefe anſwere, The 5: alſo vanity, cc. by two 
arguments, Theformer whereof is drawne from the notati- 
on of mans name. That which hath bene ( whatlocuer it is 
for outward reſpeQs) ts already named, and it ir knowne that it 
6s man, Nodaagn aſyer hua adam. Thereaſon is thus framed. 


Prop. Hethat hath bis name of the earth, i earthly, mortal, 
in bondage to corruption, miſerable, vame, 
Afſſump,Z«: man bath his nawe of the earth, the matter where. 
of be was formed, for Adams ſignifieth red earth, duſ, or 
wire : Therefore 
Manis carthly, mortall, miſerable, &c, 


Whether a man be wiſe, or fooliſh, rich, or poore, hono- 
rab!c or baſe, it mattereth notmuch. Forit is enough to ar- 
gue his vanirie, that heis av, or eAdam, of the earth,carth« 
ly, mire, duſt, the moſt miſerable of all creatures, ſubie&to 
infinite miſeries, as hath beene already ſhewed. For the beſt 
good being corrupted becommeth the worſt cuill, from 
Laciferto metals and ſtones. Neutber may he contend with him 
that i: mightier then he. Another argumentdrawne fromthe 
decree of God, who hath ſubdued him, and all things with 
him vntovanitic, whereof he can by no meancs rid or free 
himfelfe, For aman to contend with God, who is more 
mightie that is, but to encreaſe vanitic, even to adde mad- 
neſſerto folly. 

There are indeed that haue ſtriven. 2 Mac. 9. 8. to cx- 
altthemſclues and to be happie men io their owne eyes, and 
opinians of all the people for the contrarie opinion of one 
man breaketh this enforced deceitfull complacence) as 


* Cre/1u thinking not onely himſelfe happie,but that allmen * paler. nu, 
alſo ſhould count him bleiled, asked Solow who was the hap» !b. 7-62-34 
L | 


pic 
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pie man, to try what he would fay; but when Solo» preferred 
Telus the Athenian,a privateman, and ( Zeobi5 and Birxs alſo, 
he was offcaded. Bur Solon anſwered him that he might be 
called rich and mightic, but not blctled till be had made an 
happie end. This curbed the vaine conceit of his fained, in- 
forced felicitie. For ſuch like will needes draw the iudge- 
ments of all men after their owne, todeifie them, eyther by 
reward or reuenge, by fauour or diſpleaſure, by countenan- 
cing or diſgracing, &c. So Aſordecates dil-reverence was the 
breaking of Hamer: felicity,and Aficabs prophecy of Ababs, 
The Scriptures afford diuers examples hereof, Butthe grea» 
telt ſhame,contempt,& confulion abideth on thera that haue 
thus contended with God, 2 Mac, 9.12, Aﬀ.12.23. and they 
areleft for memorable examples of vanity till the worlds end. 
And ſo ſhall the great whore, that pompous ſcarlet whore 
of Babilon be trodden vader foot,as vnſauorieſalt, and ſwept 
away as doung in the end, This is a principle vetered by him 
that cannot lie, He that exalteth bimſelfe, ſpall be brought lowe, 
But man in honour vnderſtandeth not, he is like the beaſts 
that periſh, All is, and mult be vaine, 

Well, whatſoever vanity andvile abhomination of euill 
is in one man, is in the nature of all, and that which brea- 
keth out of theskinne of one, lieth in the bones of another, 
though ie neuecr finde paſſage forth in ſuch meaſure, nor 
come to that height, as1t hath ſometimes done in others, to 
be an cuident and viſibledocument toall, of their vaknowne 
and vafelt corruption. For God hath his hooke in their 
noſtrils, and they are kept as wilde beaſts in the grate, which 
being ſer at libertie ſoone ſhew whence they are bred. For 
allis but man. Nay, who almolt forgets not himſelfe to be 
but man 7and who isnot a beautifull 1do]l in his owne light? 
Who would nat faine eee tobe a glorious man in theeyes 
of all, atleaſt in the cyes of all of his ownerankegequals, and 
inferiours, and ſo on forward infinitely, as paſſage lies open, 
and obltacles are more and more remoued ? Euen a beggar 
is proud of zbetcer ragge, and a childe is proud of a toye, 
thinking himlſclte happic in compariſon of other __ 
an 
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and would hauc other children to praiſe, admire, blefſe,and 
exale him for his toye (ake, and to deicR, and vilifie them- 
ſeluesin as gs of him, yea, he taketh occalion by his 
toye to ſhew forth not onely pride, bue contempt, and cru- 
eltie, People in theſe dayes are huft-bubbles, tumorous ex- 
creſcences, They ſtrive much tomake Idols of their bodies, 
they ſtretch our themſelues beyond their meaſure,and racke 
others to make their bodies pompous ſpeRacles, they co- 
uer, and colour till their whole ſubſtance be turned into 
rottennetle within che ſhel,and all is to make a goodly ſhew, 
to be glorified of others, as they glorific themſelues, and for 
thatipurpoſe glorifie others againe. But thou are ſtill but 
mat, when thou haſt made of thy ſelfe what thou canſt, 
And why art thouproud © carthand aſhes ! Thou doſt but 
contend with him that is mightier than thou, He will Mill 
be exalted, and thou fhaltbe a beaſt, Euery one now ftrigeth 
to bea proud /ezabel,to be an Herod, a Nabuchadnezzar, to 
make a deceitfull ſhew, to affeR the ſubtilties of Anti-chrift, 
to bewitchothers with their ſhewes, as ez«be! would have 
bewieched che. They arelike che deuillto caſt phantaſmes 
before the eyes and mindes of men,(heare this ye fine beaft- 
lie women ) yea, they conuert holy things to the ſeruice of 
their [doll, and all too lietle. And why 2 becauſe man will 
needs inforce an happie ſtate, at lealt in ſhew and accounts 
vpon himſclfe, But this is vanitie, and ſhall end in milerie. 

Bel, greedy Bel (hall be ſtamped to powder, and 7ezabe/(hall 
be dogs meat. And I pray God that our {innes turne not 


our ycalow ſtarch into red, 


Verſe 11. Seeing there be many things that encreaſeth yanitie, 
what is man the bejter ? 


A Reaſon why man muſt not contend with God, bue 
yeeld hiniſelfeto the acknowledgement,and confeflion 
of vanitie; to depend on the commandement and mer- 


Cie of God. Seving there be many things that increaſe vanunie, 
L3 what 
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What is man the better ! Thehebrew is, ſeeing that, when as be« 
Cauſe much is belonging to things, Or is of things increaſing, or, 
that doe increaſe vanitte, what is there more to man? That 1s to 
ſay, ſeeing that the morethingsthat aman hath and dealcth 
withall, the more that he intangles himſelfe in, beateth his 
braines, and breaketh his body about, the more vanities, 
and vexations he enwrappeth himlelfe in, what is he better 
than he that ſiceeth (till? Nay, doth he not moſt often by 
his wit worke out his woe? and «by his ſtrength procure 
his owneruine ? Therefore let net a man in pride and pre- 
ſumption leeketobreake out from vader the yoke of Gad. 
Rom. 8. 20. forgetting himſclfe to be but man; but rather 
humble himſelfe to the right way, and meanes of free- 
dome which God continually ſoundeth in his earcs, If by 
moreification he hath entred in at the flrait gate, let him 
keepe (till inthe narrow way, which few doe, lealt his 
Chriſtian profeſhon proue buta vaile to couer and colour 
paganiſme, yea atheiſme. To conclude, as worldly thinss 
arc multiplied, (ois vanity with them, It is but an addition 
and more vniucrlall mixture of vanitics, to bring forth grea- 
ter and more miſerics, For the deeper that a man wadcth;the 
more ſhall he be wer, 


Verſe 12, For who knoweth what ir good for man in this life, 
all the dayes of his vaine life, which he fpendeth as a ſhadow © 
for who can tell aman what (hall be after bim wnder the 


Swmne ? 


His verſe containeth a confirmation of the former rea- 

ſon, why that a man medling with great and many 
matters, is nothing the better, figured by a communication to 
inculcate the certaintie thereof, No man knowes what i good 
for a man in thi life, all the dayes of his vaine life, Life is am- 
plified, rſt by aa cmmeration ot the leaſt particles of time 
concluded inthe generall [ all the dayes | Secondly, by the 
adiund,vaine, V aniticiis illuſtrated by a compariſon, it paſſe:h 
E uy 
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away as 4 ſhadow, The time of life is but a day, which is di- 
uided into morning, noone and euening, The ſhadow is 
longeſt in the morning, and it doth nothing but vaniſh till 
noone, where it ſcemeth to make a (land, but doth not, but 
by increaſing it vaniſheth quite away, If the ſhadow grow 
ſhorter, time ſpends, if it grow longer time alſo ſpends: ſs 
is the time of life a continuall ſpending, as the Snaile that 
continually waſteth her ſelfe, Now in this fleetingtime, who 
cantell what is good for a man, fecing that man, and all 
ehings with him vaniſh away like a ſhadow ? Againe, as 
thereienoconſtancie of dayes, in regard of their naturall 
qualitie and diſpoſition, but are variable and contrarie, (o 
neither is there of the ſtate of man in the decourſe of his 
life : Euery day bringeth new trauels, new cares, new trou- 
bles, alterations, and changes, and euery one is doubtfull 
and fearcfull of after times. And this is a vanitie. 

Againe, euery man ſecth his imprudence, and manifold 
errors,commirted in the dayes that are paſt; he ſeeth his in- 
conſiderate courſes, his ouer-ſights, the weakenelle of his 
vaderſtanding and iudgernent, in contriuing things to the 
beſt, for which he vexeth himſelfe wich gricfc and anger 
all his life after, and ſo recompenceth vanitic with vanitie. 
Againe, when he ſecketh to redrefe that which bath beene 
amilſe by a new and better courſe, he falleth rather into 
greater crrours, as hee that is in a maze, or vaſt defare. 
Therefore neither can a man himſelfe, who is beſt knowne 
to himſclfe, tel] what is good for him, neither can any other 
man. Fer who can tella man what ſhall be after him ? A con- 
firmatien of the former, No man can tell what is 200d for a 
manthroughoutthe whole courſe of his life, ſeeing that life 
is vaine, and cuery day of life is vaine. But why cannota 
man teliwhat is good for a man ? Becauſe that he that can» 
notrell what ſhall be aftcr a man, either in after times of life, 
or when he is dead, cannot tell what is good for a man to 
doe forthe preſent; butthe former can no man doe, neither 
can he doc the latter. 1f a man couldtell what would be 
cheape, what deare, he would be rich in a yeere, But God 


L3 hath, 
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hath left that in his owne power, that all mans courſes 
might be vaine and foolifh, s Afacc.6.8, So that when hee 
hath ſtriuen all his dayes with vehemency of bedy and 
minde, the ſimple man that ſa ſtill , hath gotten the prize. 
T hercfore ſceing that no man can tell what ſhall bey he can- 
not tell what is good for him, whether to doe this, or that, 
whether to take this courſe, or that, whether the obtaining 
of his preſent deſires ſhall turneto his good, or greater euill 
1 Macc,6.11. Luke 12.20. He knoweth not the iſſue, or 
eucnt of any thing: For all is in the hands of God,who doth 
all chart men may feare before him, and denying themſclues, 
calt themſclucs wholly vpon him, 


Crnuarter VII. 


Verſe 1. ef good name is better then precious ojutment z and 
the day of death, then the day of ones birth. 


XZ) Olemen hath hitherto declared the vanity of all 

A CHA worldly things in the laſt Chapter,of riches that 
S7 Fa occaſion the deſtruion of the owner, of riches 
3] loſt by caſualties , and leauing their owner deſti- 
tute and miſerable of riches without grace tovie 


them, of the multitude of children, of long life, of the inſuf- 


ficiency of riches to ſatisfie mans deſire, of their weakeneſſe 
to benefit one more then another, of their vncertaine event; 
Chap.5. Now inthis Chapter heſheweth the vanities of this 
life by degrees,by comparing them with other chinge that are 
better for men then the beſt or moſt plealing things,though 
to the carnall man itmay ſceme otherwiſe, and in their owne 
kinde areſo indeede. | 

And his maine ſcope herein, is to ſet downe thoſe better 
things for certaine remedies, whereby to auoide thoſe vani- 
ties of life, or to extenuate and mittigate them, and to ga- 
ther what good may redound to man by the right _—_— 
© 
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of himlelfe in thethings of this life. This he principally in- 
tendeth, and the demonſtration of vanities leſle principally 
or by conſequence in this Chapter. Moreouer, the auoy- 
ding, or extenuating of theſe vanities, is not all that hee ai- 
meth at, but alſothe right meaning of that ioyfull and com- 
fortable vic of riches, whereof he ſpake before, Chep.5.18.8 
2. 24. For this gift of vſing riches, is nor terminated in the 
welfare and complacence of the fleſh, as the Heathenima« 
gine, but for a further grace here intimated , in that thoſe 
chings that are contrary to the pleaſure of the fleſh, are pre- 


ferred aboue all. This I take to be the counſell and dire. 


intendment of So/omen here. 

A good name 1 better thew precious ointment, Concerning 
the coherence of theſe words with the former ; They are an 
anſwer toan obicRion vpon occalion of his laſt words eſpe- 
cially, to wit, that the increaſe of worldly goods was nothing 
but a multiplication of vanities , and that no man could 
know what is good for him in this vaine life. The obieRion 
may be thus framed. If there be nothing good for a man 
here, but all is vanity, and the morethat hee ſecketh to ridde 
himſelfe of infelicity by wiſedomeand trauell,and to obtaine 
wealth and honour, by ſo much themore vanity is increa- 
ſed, yea,and that thereis no good tobe had, nor knowne in 
this life; thenis there nothing but matter of deſpaire in this 
life, and better itis for a man to deprive himſelfe of life,then 
to prolong it in miſery , eſpecially when hope of better fai- 
leth, ew. Although that God hath ſubdued all things 
to vanity, and all the wiſedome and ſtudies of men to folly, 
yet that is not driftly to torture man with deſpaire, and to 


deſtroy his creature, but eo bring him to faith and obedience, | 
to know, to feare, and obey his Creatour. For if man of 


pride,and preſumption, will needes exalt himſelfe,and coyne 
afelicity or glorious ſtate here in the World,to make a petty 
god of himſelfe, he ſhall in theitſue and vpſhot find allts be 
but vanity,and himſelfe a foole,and a beaſt. And all men na- 
turally doethus, Gen, 3.5. 6, There isthe ſpawne,or begin- 
ning, that hath oucr-ſpread all generations of the World. 

L 4 There- 
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Therefore God hath ſubieRed all chings to vanitie, out of 
which a man can by no meanes extricate himfelfe, but ra- 
ther by ſtriving runne further in. But yet ſecing that there is 
an happic[tatc of man here begunne, which a man is to de- 
fire andſeeke for, in God, (not in worldy things) and cucn 
thatin thisvainelife, which in that reſpe& 1s not vaine, there 
are certaine ſalues for theſe ſores, and remedies for theſe va- 
Nities : So/omrox therefore, that he mighttake away from men 
diſcontentment, and diſpaire of cheireſtate, doth here deli- 
ner rules of diretion and comfore, that they may have 
wherewith to arme them(ſelues againlt the troubles and mi- 
ſeries of this vaine life, and in ſome good meaſure be ableto 
alay and mitigate the ſame, which God laid vpon «Adam, 
and all his ſonnes, for a iult punithment of his fall. 

The firſt rule orremedy is inthis firſt verſe : 4 poodrpan. A 
good reputation or report, beingthereſtimony of good men, 
of the vertuous life & honeſt conuerſation of a man,isa ſpe- 
ciallblefſing of God, arming the heart with great ioy and 
comfort again{t many, yea, all outward lotTes, and wantof 
bodily things.The excellencie of a good name is ilultrated 
by a compariſon of the beſt and moſt delicious things,ligni- 
fied by ointment, by a Synecdoche of the Special. The com- 
pariſon is both of the qualitieand quantitie, Firſt, concer- 
ning the qualitie: even as theÞretious ointment hath a fra» 
grant ſcentrefreſhing and delighting the ſpirits of the ſenſes, 
whereby the body and minde is cheered; ſo a good name 
and deſerued eſtimation is of all outward things the moſt 
pleafant poſſeflion, comporting the heart in euery ſtate of 
life : For it originally proceedeth from a good conſcience, 
and isthe perfume of a godly and faithfull heart, yea, hee 
that having a great meaſure of the annointing of God, 
which is the graces of his ſpirit,to be a patterne to the rude, 
alight to the blinde, a guide to them that know not the way, 
doth alſo refrcſh, encourage, and cheare the [ſpirits and 
Licartsof allthat love God, and his truth among the filthy 
ſents of corrupt examples, fleſhly faſhions, and ethnicall 
behaviours, that arc neyſume and gricuous to the eyes, 
CAſcss 
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eares, and mindes of men of gracious diſpoſition , and as a 
freſh gale of (weet ayreto him that [adourerh in the earth, 
that liueth among earthly men. 
Concerning the quantity,the argumentisfrom theleſſe to 
the greater. | 
A precious oyntment is of greatvalue , a chiefetreaſure, 
and eſteemed with the moſt precious things , but a good 
nameis of more worth then it,or any carthly ſubſtance. For 
coltly oyatments,and other treaſures are oftimes more plen- 
tifull among the wicked: For the (enſuall are all for their 
ſences, but this is peculiar to good menalone, They may 
be bought for money, but this is the gift of God , not to be 
purchaſed with bale mettall, They are corruptible, chis is 
everlaſting, They leaue a man in death-, and betake them 


toa new maſter , but thepraiſe of the iuſt man remaineth - 


Rill,and ill,bis owne. It both tarriecch behinde him on 
earth, and goeth with himto heaven, and will crowne him 
with glory at thelaſt day. Foralthough it be darkened for 
a time amongſt the geates,as Naboth was, as Paris and Da- 
wids,yet ſhall it breake forth as the rayes of the Sunne from 
vnder acloud. It may becovered,but it cannot be polluted 
with vnclean tongues, yetit becommeth more brightas met- 
tall rubbed with duſt or myre, Whereas contrarily,thefalſe 
and forced praiſe of ſinners that are prone and ambitious, 
turneth to their greater ſhame,as that of Herod , Senacherib, 
and the Phariſees did, And fo ſhall Arnticbriffs doe, as did 
that of Autiech:w, + 

eAnd the day of death, then the day of ones birth. Theſe 
wordsarc aſecondrule, to arme the man that fearcth God 
againſt temporal] miſeries, Concerning their dependence 
vponthe former, they arean an{[weretoan obieRion framed 
thus : A good reportin this lifc affords lietle comfort , ſees 
ingthat death commeth after it, which is the miſerable end 
of all men. 

erſ. The day of death is better then the day that one 
is borne, Itis better then the time of life, and the tranlito- 


ry things of life, Yeazit isbetter then a good reportit lelfe, 
becaule 
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Verſe 2. An Expoſition, or Chap.7. 
becauſe it is a comfort to extenuate the afflifions of life, 
but this vtrerly aboliſheth all vanities, The bireh-day is an 
entrance into all woe and miſery, butthe day of death isa 
paſſageinto life, The body is buta priſon and a racke to 
the ſoule, but by deathit isfetat liberty: For by death are all 
miſeries ended,all dangers, paines,aches,diſeaſes, forrowes 
ecares » and that grieuous warre and confli& of concupit- 
cence, or flcſhly lults, 1 Per, 2. 11. doubtings , vnbelecte, 
feares, pride, ignorance, couctouſnetle, ambition, enuy, ha- 
tred, luſt, which fight againſt the ſoule,are dead,from which 
Paul (o earneſtly delircd to be freed, Romans 7+ 24, 
2 Cor.12.8. 

Againe,by death aman is freed from cuils to come, E/ay 
57.1, He is delivered from the weariſome company of petul- 
cus goates.Pſal,120.5, 1 King.19. 4, and from the ailaults 
of Sathan,yca fromal! fightings within and withour,to reſt, 
and raigne in glory with Chriſt,andthe bleſſed company of 
heauen : This of the rule or remedy principally aymed at. 
Now for theſequele or colleRion concerning vanity,the ar- 
gument from hence is thus. Ifthe day of death, whichto 
Ccarnall reaſon is miſerable, be better then the day of birth, 
ſurely this life is athing moſt vaine. Butlo it is. 


Verſe 2. ti better to goe tothe houſe of moxruing, then to goe 
ro the houſe of feaſting : for that ts the end of all men, and the 
liumg will lay it to heart. 


A Second rule or remedy whereby a man is armed a- 
gainlſt the vanities of life, is mortification, which is the 
ſuppreſling of (inne, and curbing of the motions of finne in 
tlie heart (imply, becauſe it diſpleaſeth God, and is the onely 
thing whereby he is diſhonoured. Other mortifications are 
but cither philoſophicall,or ciuill,or ſubtle; the firſt whereof 
is of oaturall conſcience, the ſecond of vaine. glorious dif- 
polition, the third of a diuelliſh heare. But this is wrought 
onely by the Spirit of God, whois apurifying fire, and pur- 


ging 
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ging ſoape; Xal.3. 2.3. not onely reſtrainivg and bridling, 
bue conſuming (inne. This conſumption beginneth ar the 
heart, Ter.4. 4. Breaks vp your fallow grounds, circurciſe the 
fore-rkinne of your heart. It mortihication beginne not 
here, it is guilefull; Pal. 32: 2. Heis blelſed whole ſpirir is 
net guilefull,though he be ſubic&ro many infirmities, Now 
that this rule may be operative, and of force, Solomon ſetteth 
downe the meanes and courſes that areto be taken, whereby 
to produce and nouriſh it, for the comfort of the ſoule,in this 
vale of miſery, The gift is of God, from whom euery good 
ſecede of grace proceedeth; the other are but artificiall, imiea- 
tive, and coyned : yet this ſeede of God groweth not butby 
planting & watering, as all other ſeeds doe,and that is thevſe 
of the meanes, The meanes therefore of the growth and in« 
creaſe of this grace, So/omon here ſetteth downe, illuſtrating 
the ſame by a compariſon of the contrary vanities, and they 
are foure, in the foure next verſes, 

The firft meanes of mortification , are the outward pro- 
uocations thereunto, ts wit; ſuch places, and companies 
whereby that good ſecde of grace that lyeth in the heart may 
be preſcrued and increaſed. For euery ſecede mult haue his 
proper place, and outward foture of warmth and moiſture 
to concot it to perfection, which Saint Paul calleth, Riga- 
tion, 1 Cor.3, 6, It i better to goeto the houſe of mourning, to 
viſiethe ſorrowfull, and ſad in hcart, to goe to thegrauc of 
the dead, te frequent the companies of mourners, to weepe 
with them; then ro goe to the houſe of feaſting , where there is | 
ſinging,dancing,merrimaent,vanity, and prouocations tova- 
' nity moſt commonly. For that is the end of Hywen. A confir- 
mation of this rule, or reaſon of the compariſon, by the «nts. 
theſis, or contrarietic of the adiunQs, The adiunAts of the 
banqueting houſe, arc not expreſſed, but vnderſtood by 4- 
wentepodefir , The former are death and mourning : for thers 
i the end of all men. 

Let a man feed, pride,and beautific his body as he will, yea, 
as moſt doe now adayes make an [doll of it, yet ſhall it be a 


dead carkeis buried in the earth , as other dead carrion bs 
an 
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and morevile then other, Bonwn optimum corruptum fit peſſi- 
mur. The more compolition the more corruption, asia ri- 
ches increaſed there is more vanity, Sothat if it muſt needs 
be an idoll,yetſhall it be but a carrion idoll, and ſuch are all 
they that adoreitin feaſts and pompous meectingy, as did the 
Phariſees. 

Againe, let a man put away all remembrance of death 
out of his heart, to ſource himſelfe in the fleſh, toboylein 
pleaſure, ſeeking out companions, and prouocations of luſt, 
(which are planters and waterers alſo in their weedy kinde) 
yet ſhall it be turned in the end to Jamentation and mour- 
ning, vnleſTe that curſe be laid ona mans death, that none 
ſhall mourne for him, but rather cate him vp, as the dogges 
did Iezabel, one worrying another for his goods and lands, 
and the wicked poore roaring like greedy Lions for his flcſh, 
that care not who dye, nor how many, (o that their bellies 
be filled. 

eAnd the lining will lay it to heart, A reaſon or proofe of 
the conſecution of the former argument, which was this: 

If in the houſe of menr ning there be the end of dll wen, then it 
» better to gee thither, then to the houſe of feaſting. 

But the antecedent is true, 

Therefore the conſequent alſo, 

The reaſon of the conſequence is, the lining ſhall lay it to 
keart. Thele words ſhew the effec of death and mourning, 
(which are termed, the endof ai men) namely, a ſcrious me- 
ditation of the ſtate, and condition of man, All men are apt 
to forget them(clues to be but men, ſpecially in their fea- 
{lings, and tohty, iovilry, and ribaldry ; but this end of all 
men, and them being expoſcd to the fenſes, eyes, and cares, 
doth occaſion them to remember whence they came, what 
they are, whether they are to goe. So then this ſerious me- 
diration or remembrance; is theefteRt of the impulliue cauſe, 
For by the dead corpesand mourning, aman is occaſioned 
to remember himſelfe, The inward impulſive or precedent, 
is the gracious diſpoſition of the heart,to take ſuch good oc- 
calions, or ſuffer himſelfe to be moved therewith : for the 
ſ | wicked 
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wicked heart is Fony, brawny,without remorſe, full of infi- 
delity z therefore hee maketh this contrarily an'oecaſion of 
more epicuriſh and ſenſuall living, yea, at this time ſerving 
his belly and his luſts, as hee that cutteth purſes euen before 
the bench, And theeye of the foole is mindletle, wandring 
in the corners of the earth, The ontward"impullide,"I'fay, 
is the occalion, t9.wt, the dead corpes andimourning, the 
houſe of mourning ,and the grave ofthe dead. Whatis a man 
by this occaſion moued to lay to his heart? 

I, His owne death, forcucn {o muſt he die,and be mour- 
ned for of his wife; thildrco, kinsf@lkes, &c. caſt into'the 
grave, and be putrifiedintheearth,- 1 17 7 

[1 1. The vanity of all worldly things, whereof a man is 
-now quite beſtript,as lands,goods, buildings, cloathing,trea- 
ſures, skinne, body , and all are cleane fliven off from che 
ſoule, as barke from a tree, and as aſkoll from'the Eſhyand 
the ſoule is gone naked, as the body came in naked,citherto 
be glorified in -heauen for the good deeds that ie did in the 
fleſh with worldly chings, or to beconfounded and tormens 
ted in hell for the cuill, - 

I TI. Of the account or reckoning,that it muſt make be. 
force the iuſfTudge of cheralenr, thet God gaueit tocmploy 
with diligence to his beſt aduantage, | 

HH, Of repentance and continuall preparation to death, 
by auoiding evill, whereby his Lord is indammeged, and 
by doing good, ſetting every thing in order euery day, and 
diſpofing all things to the beſt for the profit of his Lord, 
that when he cormmeth, hee may receiue his owne with ad< 
uantage. | 

Theſe andſuch things doth he lay to his heart, that hath 
an heart, when hee goeth to the houſe of mourning, and 
coinmeth to the graue of the dead, The fcequell, or argu- 
ment of vanity gathered by the compariſon, is this : 


» if ie be better to oe ts the houſe of mournme , then to 
the houſe of feaſtmg, then are all merry meetings, tunca- 
tings, player, games, ſports, paſtimes, Fc. _— 

Unpre -” 


Verſe 3. An Expoſition, or Chap.7- 
—_ and no quietneſſe of heart to be found mm 
t 


Allump. Bt the antecedent « thus , thertfore the conſequent . 


Verſe 3. Sorrow « better then layghter , for by the ſadueſſe of 
the countenance,the heart u i 


A _ meanes of mortification is ſorrow or anger, 
whichis a godly indignation or griefe , for our finnes 
commitced,and duties omitted, This ſorrow goeth before 
repentance, and worketh repentance. It is that which Saint 
Paul commendeth in the Cormthbians , occalioned by his re- 
prehenlory letter 2 Cor,7.10.14, whereitis ſetdowne by ſea- 
uen effeRts in then. 

I |. Carefullneſſe ot diligence in reforming their errours, 
andin conforming themiclaes againe to that puriey, which 
was wrought in them,when at firft he preached the Goſpell 
to them inthecuidence of the ſpicie , from which they were 
—_ through the Philoſophicall ianglings of the falſe 

poſtics. ere tir fg] try; Wen 

2 Clearing of themſeluer,ordefence [owe ] which was 
a deprecatory excuſe of their errours , which kinde of de- 
fence intimateth an ingenuous confeſſion together with 
ſome alleadgement for themſclues, to infinuate that they 
had doneamille,rather of infirmitic then wittingly and wil- 
lingly,and ſo were ready to be reformed, which thing mufi 
needs pacifie Pau/smind,and moue him to commend them 
rather,ſccing that to erre is humanefrailty, but to acknow- 
ledge and reforme an errour is grace. So that this defence 
is an excuſation including confeſlion,deprecation,reforma- 
tion. c 

3 Indignation, when a man grieeth at his folly , impu- 
dence, and carelefſeneſle, that he ſhould be fo or ſo ouerta» 
ken and miſled, whereby to diſpleaſe God, to offend hisbro- 
ther,to burthen his owne conſcience,and to giue aduantage 
to the aduecrſary — 


4 Feare, 


7 
4 
Ke 


4 Feare, whichis a ſence of Gods diſpleaſure, forſom® 
ſinne committed. This remorſe bringeth:repentance; Itif 
contrary to theſeruilefeareofan cuill confcience with hard- 
nelfe of heart,and to worldly feares, 

5 Uebement defire, namely to (eekefor,and toobtaine the 
fauour of God,that they might reioyce in his grace againe, 
as they did ar their firſt converſion,for by linming we grieue 
the ſpirit of God,and cauſe him to frowne on vs, whole pre- 
ſence and countenance we earneſUy defire to be turned, to- 
wards vs againe,as he that chrough vnkind dealing, having 
almoſt loſt his beſt friend, ſceketh earneſtly to recouer the 
fulnelle of his former loue,which thing is plainely excmpli- 
fied in David,Pſal. 51, 

6 Zeate,which is a feruent indeauour to repentance, It is 
mixe of loue,and anger,or rather here,of deſire and indig- 
nation or {ortow,which is all ene, 

7 Rewenge,which is a chaſtening and curbing of our ſelucs 
vponconlideration of Gods diſpleaſure, that we may pre- 
uent his iudgements,and winne his fauour againe, z Cor. 11, 
30.31. The wholeverſe laboureth on a gradation, By the 
expolition of thiz verſe it fully appeareth what the ſorrow 
or indignation is that Se/owon here [peaketh of, The mea- 
ning of the words are, better isa ſad and thoughtfull heart, 
cauſed by remorſeand grudge of conſcience, tending to re- 
pentance,and amendment of life, then a light heart and-va- 
riable mind having no ſerious conſideration of finne, nor of 
Gods iudgements in this life , nor after this life impreiled in 
ie,but ſecketh rather to- extinguiſh both, the more freely to 
laugh and be fat, 

For by theſadneſſe of theconntenance,& c,A confirmation by 
theeffe&t. This forrow of the heare appearing in the firme 
and ſad countenance maketh the heare more ioyfull,” and 
pleaſant. For as heat expelleth hear,ſo doth godly: and pe- 
nitent (orrow expell feare,trouble and deſpaireful doubtings 
which oppreſſc the heart as an heauy weight. The repro- 
bate cannot expell this ſeruile ſorrow with penitent or gra 
cious forrow, but by other falle remedies ſeeketh to _— 

an 
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Verle 4- An Expoſition, or Chap.7. 
andalay the rigour, as Des would haue cooled his heate 
with a drop of water , but one, drop of gracein life, would 
haue done more then at Ocean of waters in hell, The wic- 
ked would be caſed of torment, but they will give no glory 
to God, like the ninelepers, whether they be liuing or dead, 
they arcall forthemſelues. If Dives would as earneſtly haue 
craued but for onedrop of grace when he was living to haue 
killed the worme in her breeding, his thirſt ſhould haue 


| beenequenched. Butbeing giuen to the bellic, and bodily 
pleaſures, he loued not ſorrow, nor repentance, bue applicd. 


falſeremedtestothe worme, laughter and fatneile, Heloued 
not the rebukes of the wiſe, butluch as were skilfull to feede 
his humors. Theſe words may alſo be expounded thus. By 
theſad countenance and ſober behauiour the hearts of one 
another arc made better, vaine fancies and luſtfull thoughts 
are checked and curbed, (infull words and cuill decds fol- 
lowing them are preuented.: The ſequell or argument of 
vanitic gathered by the compariſon, is as before, and ſo 
throughout the Chapter, 


Verſe 4. The heart of the wiſe is in the houſe of mourning: bus 
| the heart of fooles ts in the houſe of mirth, | 


Third meanes of mortification is ſober converſation, 

The heart of thewiſe, &s. As there is ſorrow and re- 
morlein the heart and conſcience of the wiſe,(o there is ſad- 
nefſe in the countenance, and alſo ſober bebauiour, ſober 
apparrell, and ſober companie. The heart of the wiſe man 
1s atteAed to ſuch places and companies as he may have be- 
nche by to his edihcation in knowledge, and godlinefle. 
Such things be loucth to heare, to ſpeake, and torelate as 
may make both himſclfe and others the better, Pros, 15.30, 
Good bearwig maketh bis boues fat, (and ſo of the (ering alſo.) The 
heart of hin that hath underſtanding ſecketh knowledge that 
is, moueth his lippes, eyes and cares to ſeeke for increaſe of 
that holy wiſedome, wherewith he is in ſorac good mctiote 
| already 
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alrcady indued. For to him that bath ſhall be given. There- 
fore he is ready allo to frequent. the, houles of mourning 
( a ſynecdocbe of the ſpecial ) and the (ocietie of mourners, 
ſuch as ace well acquainted with the croile, excrciſed in 
eemptations, and men of ſober carriage, whereby he recci- 
ueth more comfort-and eale of hearc, than by all feſtivall 
and merry mcetings, where there is commonly vanity 
enough, and matter of griefe to hinz that (criouſly thinketh 
on his latter end, and the account of cuery idle word. As 
the nature and kinde of the (ecde and roote is, ſuch like is 
the ſappe and ſhape oi the tree, fuch orfuch places it deſires 
fo grow in, and among ſuch or ſuch other trees. If ithach 
place and companie according to his liking, than it pro- 
ſpereth, flouriſheth and reioyceth, itnot, yer it liverh, brag- 
cheth and fruRificth though poorely, as che willow inthe 
forrett,the by{. p onthe wall, wheat in light ſand, andrapes 
in (bffe clay. Euery thing delireth. his proper place and 
company, with other fotures according co his kinde, to at- 
taine the perfection, and flouriſhing Rateof his kinde,which 
thing if it caanot doe, yet is it prudent and ſhiftie, and will 
reape themoſll commudine to it, ſelte that may be, withour 
any lofſc through improuidepce angnegligence: But if it be 
in a ſoile contrarie to his kinde, it 1s much diſcouraged, his 
fruirs are vnkindely and impertect, his ſappe is corrupted 
and much altered by the qualitie ot his food or humour,&c, 
yet will it retainethe kinde, or elſe dye, The (ecd oc root of 
man is kis heart, asthe heart or ſpirit of man is, ſuch is the 
man. Mens cninſque, is eft quiſque, And though of all crea. 
tures he be moſt variable, and can perſonate himſelfe infi- 
nite wayes, yet doth: his ſpirit incline him one way. The 
Adamaatin the diall is fickle,&ie is vacertaine, what coalt 
it moſt atfeQeth, or rather, what his naturall polition is, be« 
ingviolenely agitated; but when diſturbance ceaſcth, it reſF- 
eth onthcnorth.pole. So, foxe tothe kinde, A wile mans 
heart is h115 coote, and (yght like, are his thoughts, countes 
nance, words, woikes, carriage. And as the man in {is 
| kinde, nature, and diſpolitionis, fuch ſoile he rey yceth * _ 
M we .4 
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grow in, ſuchthings he loues toheare by voyce or writings, 
ſuch companies he frequenteth, this he extraeth, that he 
reieeth,as his ſpiritis. Forthe body of a common. wealth 
is asit were a mixture of all kindes, or a Cbaor,from whence 
eve:y ſpirit may gather marrer of edification and corruptie 
on : As theframeof hrs heart is, ſo may he adapt matter of 
perteAion or deltrution. But the wilc heart victh all things, 
and turncth all things to the beſt, 

Bat the heart of (ooler ts inthe houſe of mirth. An illuſtra- 
tion ofthe former by the contrarie, This heart is of a con» 
traricſappe, of contraric affection, and diſpolition, and as 
inwardly, ſo outwardly contrarie, Such (oyles it louveth, and 
ſuch fotures as are agreeable to his kinde, ſo doth every 
beaſt, every weeJ, eucry plant, Such lips, ſuch lectuce: And 
wilde chings accord not well with the tame, And chough 
they be ramed, yet are they troubleſome. T he {pirit of po+ 
licie cutbeth and drineth the-ſnaile into her (hell, but the 
ſpirit of God renueth, The foole ſeeketh for nouriſhments 
of his follic, ſuch counſels, ſuch bookes, ſuch hearing, cx- 
amples and companies, and ripenerh his follie, 'The toole 
is but a body, ahd his foule is but asfalrto keepe it alue;, 
His (appe is bitter, his fruits are no berrer, 'It hebe among 
the wile , and heare the words of the wiſe, the beſt chings he 
reietcth (light is nor comprehended of darkenefle) other 
things he miſconſtrueth, and converts into follie, If hee 
heare or ſee infirmitie, or vanitie, thar he browzeth on, and 
carcherhvp as aſweer bit. Pro; 15; 24+ The mouth of the foo« 
liſh, s fed with fooliſtmeſſe, and lo is his care. The dainty tooth 
delirerh dclicates, ſo doth the foole all things that may feed 
his bealtly luſts. Therefore let the wiſe be wary for giuing 
offence, and abſtaine from appearances of cuill, elſe will the 
foole by occa(ion of his follie runne mad, Therefore ſaith 
Solemcn,anſwercafoole according to his fookſhneile, and 
anſwere not a foole according to his fooliſhneſle. Let thine 
anfwere curbe, not cheriſhhis follie. 
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Ver.s, Commentary ouF.ccleeltasTES, Ghap.s. 


Verſe s. It is better to heare the rebuke of the wile, than for a 
man to heare the ſong of fooles, 


T Hefourth meancs of mortification, whichis the way to 
true felicity, ihe rebuke of the wile, that is to.lay, it 
is better for a man to fubmic himſelfe to the admoiitions, 
and whoiſome reproofes of thewile, then to be praiſed and 
Hattered of fooles. Wiledome faith tothe (imple, Pro, 1. 23, 
Turne you at wy correttion, you that haue erred from the way 
of eruth, and prodigally. waſted your ſelucs: Bue the fooliſh 
de(piſe her counſels, her admonitions, her corrections, the 
ſtubborne foole will abide no touch, werſe 25. The wiſe man 
will lone him that reproweth him, but the faole is prouoked to 
wrath, The wile childe is better than the old King that will 
notbe admonifhed. David delired rather to be ſmitten of 
the righteous, than to eate ſuch things as pleaſe the wicked, 
becauſe therebukes of the wiſc are as pretiovs balmes, Bet- 
terit 1s to berebuked of the wiſe for a mans errors, than to 
beprailcd ofthe wicked for pleaſing their humours. 7han for 
a man to heare the ſong of fooles, Anillultration of the former 
by the conerarie, The icaſting, merrie coneeits, and fleſh- 
plealing talkeof the vngodly,corrupteth the mindes of the 
hearers, and ſtealeth ſober thoughts out of their hearts , 
toſettle them on their dregges, at leaſt for the preſent, and 
is a meanes to quicken and reuiue thoſe head-ſ{uppreſt re- 
liques of concupiſcence that are mortibed in.themy as the 
fire reuiueth the ſnake that is almoſt dead with cold. The 
foole footheth and Hlattereth a man in euill, aad to cuill, 
He extenuaterh and vilifieth euery grace of God, he excu- 
ſeth madnelſle, and imbraceth follie, which is ciuill wicked- 
nelſe, Yer-he hath many good words,and ſheweth wit, but 
all is to clothe vertue-wich rhe conteryprible rags of vice, 
and to clothe vice witththe' robes of vertue. His good 
words are but asthe fcripturein the Deuils mouth; far.4.6. 
he defilech them, bur they purifie not him, Therefote, whe- 
ther a foole be imerrie or ſober, angry: ot; pleaſed, hee is 
| | M 2 grieuous 


An Expoſition, or Chap.7, 
grievous to the wiſe, but the wiſe ſheweth wifedome in 
both, His words are ſeaſoned with ſalt. Hee is gracious 
and loucly. 


Verſe 6. For as the crackling of thorees wnder a pet, (0 « the 
laughter of the foole : this alſo 1 vanitie. | 
A Reaſon of the compariſon, why that the rebuke of the 

wiſe is better than the ſong of fooles. It is i]Iluſtrated by 
a limilicude of thornes crackling vnder a pot, Even as 
thornes vndera pot make a loud noiſc, and flaſh forth into 
a great flame, butthe noiſe ſuddenly cecafeth, and the flame 
is preſently quenched: ſovaine-glorious fooles, and epicu- 
riſh fooles, enemies to ſober wiledome and grace, make a 
pompous ſhew for thetime, drawing all mouthes and eares, 
and eyes after them,as ti.ough they were the onely happie 
ones; but it is but a noiſe and flaſh of vanitic, Moreoucr as 
the crackling of thornes is a vaine found, offenſiue, and 
harſh co theeare, and of no regard, ſo is the laughter of a 
toole, laughing at his owne wicked fantaſies, gricuing the 
wilc with his curbulent noiſe. 

T he {equele or colleion concerning vanities this, if re- 
bukes and checks be better than mirth and pleaſant compa- 
nions, and delicious, and voluptuous life, then isthat plea 
ſurable kinde of life but vaine, &c, 


Verſe 7. Swrely oppreſſion maketh a wiſe man mad: and a gift 
deſtroyeth the heart, 


A Third rule or remedy, whereby a man is armed againſt 
the miferies or vanities of this life is patience. Patience 
isa voluntary & continuall ſuſtaining & bearing of euils and 
evill men, the more freely to ſhew & bring fortl1 the fruits of 
the ſpirie, for the comfort of our owne hearts, and the in- 
creale of our aſſurance, and forthe conueriion of the wick- 
ed our enemies, For in contending with the wicked in their 
kinde (otherwiſe the righteous contendeth with them) and 
reuenging 


'S 

ps. 
45 
ty iz 
o 

wy 
c 
ay 
* 


Ver.7. Commentary 08 ECCLESIASTES, Cha.7, 


revenging of our wrongs, wee ſhall obſcure the graces of 
God, and fall into the fame miſchiefe, and condemnation 
wich them, which thing the enemies of grace delire, This re- 
medy is fer downe in the foure next verſes. The eAnalyſer 
whereof | cake to be this. Patience isfirſt illuſtrated by acome 
pariſon of the contrary, to wit, impatience, expreſled by the 
fountaine or caule thereof (pride of heart) verſe 8, Impati- 
ence is deſcribed, hr(t by the effeQts, verſe 7, Secondly, by 
the euent,ver/e 8, Moreover, patience is amplified by a dehor- 
cation, verſe 9. and figured by a prolepfes, verſe 10, 

This verſe then is a deſcription of impatience, - or the 
proud fpirit,by the cffeAsthereof,oppreſiion,and peruerting 
of the Law. Oppreſlion ſtandeth in racking, wronging, re- 
ucnging. Surely oppreſſion maketh a wiſe man mad, As a mad 
man is without the vſe of reaſon,being violently carried with 
a eorruprt humour, ſaying, and doing nothing from any 
ground of good vnderflanding, but according to the multi- 
tude of broken and confuled phantaſmes, cauſedby the di- 
temper of blood: cuen fothe wiſe being carried with inor- 
dinate affeRtions and luſts, to wrong, opprelle,reuenge, and 
catch from every manto grind thefaccof every/man,.inJen- 
ding and bettirig,towreſt the Law for aduantage, bewrayerh 
not onely fooliſhneſſe, but madnefle, harming himſelfe,and 
rmſchicuing others, as other mad men doe., The difference 
berweene them ſtandeth onely in this, that the, one is bur a 
bodily madnetle, cauſed moſt often through theſuperfluity 
of an humour, the other ts ſpirituall, inſpired and incenſed of 
the Divell, That is in the blood, this is in the heart : that is 
brutall,chis is divelliſh z that is common to all, this peculiar 
to the children of the Dijvuell: thathath not reaſon, this vieth 
not reaſon, or rather that cannot vie reaſon, this will not vie 
reaſon, ; | 

Finally, there is a ſpirituall frenzinefle in fleſhly ſobriety. 
Theſe are Sathans wildings, whom he hath blinded, and lo 

rideth them at his pleaſure. They are taken of him at his 
will; as the Apoſtle ſaith. The propofition' is amplified by 


avehement aſſeucration, (Swrely}, «And a gift deſtroyeth the 
M 3 heart. 


165 


166 


Verle 5. An Expofution, or Chap.7. 
beart. This is another effeRtof impatience, peruerting of 
the Law for bribes : In Dexwt.16.19. ef gift blindeth the eyes 
of the wiſe, and pernerteth the words of the righteous, that is, ci- 
ther the words of him that elſe would indge righteouſly, or 
the matters of the innocent, for the Hebrew word Dabar, 
Ggnifieth indift:rently both, and both are one. Here it is 
ſaid, a gift deftroyeth the heart, corrupteth the heart,taketh 
away the heart, all are one. Who is fo blind as he that will 
notſce? And ſo foohſh as hethat wilnot vnderſtand 2 What 
heart is more corrupt then that which condemneth it lelfe 
in that which it alloweth, or rather condemneth it owne 


_ theft, in giving ſentence vpon anothers? yea, which preſſeth 


it ſelfe to death, in giving fenterice of death, or abſoluing 
another from death? And'what words more peruerſethen 
thoſe of Indas, Duid mibi dabirs ? What will ye giue me, and 
I will betray rhe itinocent into the hands of his cruel] aduer- 
ſaries? When the Magiſtrateseyes arc blinded, then is heled 
by the ſtring of the briber, and che briber by the ſtring of the 
Diuell, andrhey both tall intothe ditch. As the ſightof the 
Appledeſfroyed the heart of Ee; ſo the (ight,or feeling of 
a bribe, deftroyaththe heart of the wiſe, that knoweth the 
Law, and diſcetnerh'iudgement. Our firſt Parerits for an 
apple loft Paradiſe,and woon hell; fo cuery child of Adam, 
like Efav, for a (weer bit will ſcil his ſoule to the Diuell, and 
his brotherto a lying bribing thiefe, yea, partake- with the 
thiefe, as /wdas did with the Phariſees,and all for'abit, We, 
wiſer children, thinke that it was a great folly in our firſt Pa- 
rents, that hauitig fo much, and ſo much choyce of other 
fruits , would notwithſtanding tafte of the forbidden fruit, 
without any neede atall. Itisegeras great folly, for a man 
in his abundance to deſtroy himfelfe; and his brethren for a 
bribe, a trifle of no value. The briber is the Diuels meſſen- 
ger:Now when he preſents his Maſters'baitc to the bribe-a. 
ker, then is the Diuell at hand to inflame the luſt of coue- 
touſneflein him, whereby the bribe ſeemeth pleaſant co the 
eyes, as the apple did to Exe; The gift dazzeleth the cycs, 
it hath a bewitcliing power” init, it caketh away the, Heart, 
| it 
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Ver.8.. Commentary. on Eccresiastes, Chap.y. 
it perucrtcth wordes it maketh! a wiſe: man madde. 


Verie 8, Better i the end of « thing then the beginning thereof : 
and the patient in ſpirit, ts better then the proud wn (pris, 


Deſcription of impatience by: the euent,. Better i the 

end of a thmg, &s. Theſe proud perſons that will not 
rclieon the prouidence of God, nor ſubmitthemſelues vnto 
his will, but chey will needes be whatthey will be, and haue 
what chez will haue,and (othrough impatience fallto wron- 
ging/inatching,racking,reuenging, decciuings wrelting, &c- 
doe at their begianing aimeat great matters, worcke much 
miſchiefe, make thenelues cerrible'to inferiour men, to 
lucke aduantage at their pleaſure out of them, and to make 
them come ia with efferings oneuery fide, as to ſome great 
Idoll. But this proud, preſlumptugus,tyrannicall beginaing, 
ſhall have a bicterend : For God is iuſtto defeatthem,to re- 
ward their pride with ſhame and confuſion: He is good and 
mercifull, and will deliucr the oppreſſed eutof the hands of 
the oppretſour inthe end, eucn in his good time. Gad moſt 
wile, molt juſt, will turne thoſe cuill attempts to his owne 
glory, and good of his children, The enderyetheuery mat» 
ecr,and euery manzfor inthe end commeth iudgement: And 
the iuſt Iudge will take vp all matters. into his owne hands, 
and pronounce righteous iudgement, Lud the patient in 


pirit , ts better then the proud in ſprite, Theſe words containe 


cherule it ſolfe, inferred by way of conſequence; or aconclu- 

lion of the premilles, Therefore the condition of the patient man 

that ſuffereth wrongs and contumelieris better then he that of pride 

caſteth away; yea,derideth patience ,as but baſeneſſe, timoronſneſſe, 

puſilanimuity, The argument may be gathered thus, 

Prop, If a wiſe man, of 4 proud and impatient [þirit , falling to 
oppreſſion and bribery , ſhall in the end bring the wſt 


indgement of God wpon his madneſſe, then 1 the patient 
in ſpirit that rather ſuſfereth wrong, better then he, 


Allump, Bat the Amteredent is tyue ; Therefore the ( on/rquent. 
| M'4 f Concer- 


168 Verſes. CA8 Expoſition, or Clap.7. 


Concerning the ſequell,or argument of vanity,.it may be 
thus framed, | 
Prop, If he that is opprelled, vamercifully racked , de- 
ſpicefully entreated, depriued of bis owne right, 0- 
uerthrowne in his righteous cauſe, yea,trodden vn- 
der foote by the pruud and violeat , If he, I fay, be 
better rhen a man of power, that may doe encn 
what he lufteth, that can auenge himſclfc of every 
man , thatmulrciplyeth wealch, thae by wiſedome 
is crept into the place of honour, and isableto be- 
nefie whom he will, and vadocanythat contendeth 
with him, whereupon the people tall downe voto 
him, and he ſuckeeh our of them what aduantage 
pleaſcth him; then is all but vanity, and milcry. Fer 
the former is counted miſerable,and if thelatcr,who 
bleileth himſelfe; and is counted happy of others; 
be vainein his beginnings, and-muſerable 40 iis e0- 
dingzthenis all miſery and vanity,both to oppreile, 
and to be opprelled. 
Aff. But the Antecedent is true: therefore the Conſequents 


Verſe 9. Benet haſly in thy irit tobe angry: for anger refleth 
in the boſome of fooles, 

"A N amplification of patience, by adehortation. Ze net 

hafty in thy ſpirit to be angry, Let no pride diſtemper thy 
paſſions, and moue thee tg wathtnll contention and re- 
uenge, whereby thou ſhalt be provoked to deviſe and piot 
miſchiefe againlt thy neighbour, yea, and againll the Lord 
s[ſo,when thou haſt once given place tothe Diuell,and (uf- 
tered thy luit to gee dominion over thee. For anger reflerh 
in the boſome of fooies,. Anger is an enemy to wilzdome and 
counlecll, therefore he that is iwayed with this invrdinare af- 
f:Aion, {hall be carried head-long into allfolly.” For wrath 
is an cuill counſellour, it cannot keepe ſecrets, nor cover in- 
frmities, Itis like Rehoboams young counſellours, and Hw- 
Jhai counſelling eA6ſolon, and inwrappeth a man in maai- 
told croubles; Cangers, and milchicfes;- Ihbeqreuaile in bis 
reuengefull and movudy courſes;then is he hatcd of all m_ 
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if he be prevailed againſt , then is his impacienceeither tur. 
ned to fturv & :nadaeszand he becommeth an odious miſcres 
ant,or e}ſe ſhall be derided of his aduerſaries,and bewray his 
foily to all men;and rhis ſhal be his inherirance, Anger ther- 


forereſtcth in the breaſt ofa proud, malitious man, but the - 


wiſe-man will conſider the worke of God,both of his ordi- 
nance and prouidence, and fo accordingto che vnderſtan- 
ding, and mature diſcerning of the matter, proceed or ſur- 
ceale,&c, For the prouidence of God ſha!l ſurely be accom- 
pliſhed,but clamour, wrath, violent, wilfull and prepoſterous 
courles ſhall redound vpon the head of paſſionate fooles , of 
. What degree,placeor condition ſoeuer they be, whethertheir 
contention be againlt their ſuperiours, equals, or inferiours, 
An example of fooliſh anger and wiledome, See A, 5.33, 
34.80, 4,19.28,tothe end. Att.23.2.andverle 5.6, 


Vetſe 20, Say not thon, what i the cauſe that the former dajes 
were better thentheſe ? for thou doſft not inquire wiſely concer- 
ning this. | 


oo wordscontaine the complaint of impatient peo« 
ple, and are a common obieQion of wrathfull fooles, 
whereby to excule,yea,approoue, and cherriſh their moody 
and revengefull paſſions, which wanting particular cauſes of 
juſt anger,open their mourhes wide againſt theworld , bue 
indeed againſt God himſelfe, in whoſe hands the gouern» 
ment of the world is, | T his complaint is continually in the 
mouthes of the wicked moody,and the wicked needy. The 
moody Papiſt would murther all che godly chat haue 
Scripture in their mouthes, yea, and liues aiſo ; For they be 
Canaaniter and Hegarers, And theneedy prophane would 
murther therich;fur they are lyons in the grate. What thele 
would doe appeareth by their complaints, groaning like 
mute theeues and murtherers vnder the prefſe: For the: 
weight of the Law lyeth heauy vpen them by occalion of 
their owne malice, Fer to the iult aadgodly eucry lawis a 


law of liberty, Say not thouy. why were the former dajes _ 
o” 
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then theſe? Theſe next words are an an{were.T hou doſt not wiſe- 
ly inquire concerning this, Thou dolt not conſider of times 
according to wiſedotne , but arta foole roexpoltulate with 
God,whoaccording to his owne intinite wiſdome ordereth 
thetimes and ſcaſonsin iudgement,iultice and mercy. Solo- 
mon giueth no other reaſons , becauſe this common com- 
plaint is a common folly, and the mucmuring of ſtubborne 
and reaſonle(le perſons, that are not capable of any reaſ>n,or 
elſe willnot be perſwaded by reaſon, but are rather worſe 
when they arerealoned withall: They are molt commonly 
but moody , needy, greedy and malecontented fooles that 
make this complaint, and itis vaine to argue according to 
wiſdome with vacapableignorants,and indocible ſtubborne 
ones. For they will deſpiſe the wiſedome of the wiſe , and 
tread vnder foot their precious pearles, and glory in their 
madcontempt, Yetto ery whether the foole will leaue his 
folly 1 will giue two or three anſweres to this idle obieRion 
not worth the aalwering, 

Firſt, let him recount from the dayes that God placed 


' manvpon the earth , till the preſent time, and ſhew mee 


when this g00d world was, ( ant:qua meliora : The more anci- 
ent, the purer,ſaub the prouerbein anotherrefpeft.) How good 
were the daycs that Cam and «bet lived in? How good were 
the dayes of the old world, till the Flood ? The daycs of 
Sem aid Cham? The dayecs of eAbrabam, Iſaac and [acob in 
Canaan? Of the [ſraelues in Egypt ? How good were the 
dayes of the Iudges ? Thedayes of the Kings of luda, and 1/- 
rael? How good were the dayes of Solomon, thoſe peaceable 
and wealthy dayes ? Did not the people complaineof the 
grieuous burden of thoſe dayes, and were ready to rebell, 
as afterward they did ? How good was the world in the 
dayes of Chriſt, and ofthe Apoſtles ? It it werenot then 
good, when ſhould itbe good ? How good inthe times of 
the Primitive Church, boyling in the heat of perſecutions 
and herelies? How good were and are the times of Anti- 
chrilt ? Of all times we find grienous complaints. And of 
the times of Popery ( binc ile Lachrywe ) we find great com- 
plaint 
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plaint in the Fathers. Theſe times were foll of warrgs, bloud- 
ſhed,malſacres,treaſons,rebellions, robberies, &c; cauſed by 
that man of ſinne. Fryar CHamwuarn diſcouereth the good» 
neſle of the world then: And Eerard Arch-bifhop of Can- 
terbury, wrotea volumane ( called Obiargatorums tempoyes ) 
the Rebuke of the time, Wicked and monſtrous were choſe 
daies,yea,exceeding the heathen about rwo hundreth yeares 
agoc,the goodnefſe whereof our wicked ignorants fo much 
admire, But Elmerim, «a Monke of Malme(bury , Counted 
them the dayes of greateſt woe and miſery , and thereupon 
gathered thecertainty of Anti-chriſts preſent raigne? Full- 
well doe thefe proud murmurers ſhew their tyrannical}, and 
rebellious hearts : When they had a Pope toabſolue them 
from their alleagiance , and to quench their thirſt with the 
blood one of another,the world was good : When the Pope 
partly with ſubtilty,partly with violence wreſted Nobles, yea, 
Kings out of their poſſeſſions, yea, whom heluſted,after one 
manner or another, then was there cheapneſle and plentyt 
The Fryars made Robin-hoods penny-worthes,'and this is all 
that theſegreedy blood-hounds commend the old world 
for, The Fryars baund the commonsto them by making 
good penny-worths of other mens liuings , both of the 
Cleargy , and Laity , wrung from them by all deceitfaull 
meanes,for which the Commons were but their (laues, and 
fooles praiſedtheir bounty for giving them a cake of their 
owne meale. It isancafie marrerto be liberall on other mens 
putſes. Neither yerconfidering the times then , werethere 
any ſuch penny-worths, Your fore-Fathers groaned vnder 
the burthen of thoſe penny-worths ſurely', when they pur 
vp a billin a Parliament, in the dayes of King Henry the. 
fourth, the cotitents whereof was totake away Temporall 
Lands, inordinately fpene by the Cleargie: Which Lands 
were ſufficient to maintaine fifteene Earles, fifreenc hundred 
Knighes,ſixe thouſand and two hundred Eſquires, one hun» 
dred Almes-houſes, fifreenc hundred Prieſts, and to allow 
twenty thouſand pound yeerely to the King; allowing eo 


cuery Farle,threethoufand markes by yeercitoeuery Koighe 
one 
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one hundred markes, and foure plow-[and; to eucry Eſquire 
forty marks and ewoplow-landzto euery Almes-houſe,for to 
maintaine ſuch ſurpluſage of poore, as Citics, and Townes 
were not able to maintainc,one hundred markes,zangto euec- 
ry Prieſt ſeucn markes, Fabiar. chron, in Hen, 4, ann. 1 4 1 0, 
Say not therefore, #hy werethe old times ( inthoſe reſpeRs ) 
better then theſe ? 

Alecond anſwereis,that ſinne and death hath overſpread 
all places and eimes,all theſonnes ofe Adam are (intull, and 
the curſe lyeth on them, and the devill is their Prince, who 
is the Lord of thefleſh: but God hath gathered « Church 
to himſelfe, which is peſtered with Hypocrites alſo, aud the 
children of God them(clues, partly by meanes of theſe cor- 
rupting hypocrites, partly through the temptations of the 
reliques of luſt within themgaredrawneaſide out of the way 
ofttimes, The juſt God therefore puniſheth the one , and 
chaſteneth the other- His mcſſengersor in{iruments are, the 
Plague, comprehending all infirmities,diſcaſes,and maladies; 
the Sword lignifying all miſcries and troubles that way ; and 
Famine. Say not therefore , Why werethe old times ( in that 
reſpe allo ) better then theſe ? 

Athird anſwere is giuen by Solomon himſelfe, Chap, 1. g. 
10, The thing thet hath beene, that which (hall be, and that 
which © donets that which ſhall be done, and there © no new thing 
wndey the Sure. It there any thing whereof it may be /aid, ſee 
this 5 mew? The foole percciueth nothing of al] chat is be- 
fore him, why ? Becauſe he diſcerneth not the ſubſtance of 


- ehings when they are cloatbed with other circumſtances. 


Therefore what is new, what ald , hee knoweth not, neither 


can obſerue how the variable imaginations of all generati- 


onsall their deeds,and manners arc fixed intheir centre , to 
the nature whereof ail things arc conuerted, 

A fourth anſwere therefore ſhall be this. Leaue off mur- 
muring,complaining, and diſputing againſt God, mortifie 
wrath ,reuenge , and —— betake thy (elfe cothe 
word of Godwith a wiſe and vnder{tanding heart in huthi- 
lity,exerciſe thy faith in obedience thereto , and then (hall 
the 
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the world be well with thee,the righteous ſhall reſortto thy 
company, they ſhall reivyce with thee, and commilſerare 
with thee, and the peaceof conſcience ſhail overcome all 
things. If che world be an hell of cuils, ycrthale thou be in 
heaven contrarily if the world were a paradiſe of pleaſures, 
yet ſhouldeſt thou be in hell. Some are full of feare and 
deſpaire,and moſt greedy in time of pleney ; fome are ioy- 
full, hopefull,and content in eime of ſcarcity. He that bath 
aboundance , and no children is a care tulldrudge, and 
hee that hath but Iitle fubRtance, and many children 
liveth in comfort. Therefore avoyde wrath , let goedil- 
pleaſure lee 'the world runne his circuits, heare thou for 
thy time what the Lord faith to rhee, and doe his will while 
thou liueſt , and then ſhallit be as good a world tothee as 
ener it was, 

To conclude, If al] theſe old worldlings would mortifie 
thoſe rebellious affeions and luſls which reigne inthem, 
and heaxe what he ſaith, who ſpeaketh to all generations, 
the world ſhould be as good as they can imagine iteuer yet 
was. But when the Lord calleth tothem, then are they ever 
ready to call vp their fore-fathers, to ſet them in oppoſition 
againſt the Lordzas the Phariſees did, 7oh.9.28. We are none 
of this mans diſciples,we are Moſes diſciples, T he truth is, they 
werethe deuils diſciples, and ſo are theſe Sauages, If theſe 
anſwers fatisfie nor,the rod of the Magiltrate is far the fooles 
backezand the yoke for the beaſts necke, 


Verſe 11, Wiſedome is good with an inheritance : and by it there 
is profit to them that ſee the Sunxe, 


Fourth rule or remedy , whereby a man is armed a- 
gainſt the miſerics and vanities of this life, whereof ima 
patience,diſcontent,oppreſſions, murmuring,complaining,; 
revenging,&c. areprincipall vanities,is Wiſedome, Concer- 
ning wiſedometwo things are handled, Firſt, the profitable» 
nelle thereof,toverſe 23, Secondly, the difticultie thereof, 


from thence to the. end, The protit is firſt generally pro- 
pounded,. 
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Verſe 12. An Expoſition, or Chap.7. 
pounded,verfe 11.12, The propolition isinfolded in acom- 
pariſon with that which is of greateft account,yea,common- 
ly counted the chiefeſt good among men, towit, an inheri- 
tance, Wiſedome is good with an mheritance, or a4 an mberi- 
taxce, gnim nachalab : and by itthere is profit, It 5 moreexced- 
lent or better Vn1other, i, + preſtantins, magis ) to thems that fee 
the Sunne, The comparilon is from the Lefſe to the Greater, 
figured by a Corredion,thus : A faire inheritance is a thing 


- delired ofallmcn , and a man of great pofleſſions is com- 


monly counted happier then other men. Yet is not that the 
onely good, nor the beſt good, but there is another gife of 
God.,as good, and as profitable for man-as an inheritance; 
without which his inheritance,be ie neyer fo great , (hall be 
vnprofitableto him, Nay, if we muſt make compariſon be- 
tweene wiſedome and wealth, wiſedome is the more excel- 
lent init felfe , and better to man: 'For awileand a poore 
childe is better then an old King thatwanteth wiſedome. 


Veiſe12, For wiſedome is a defence and money it a defence : but 
the excellency of knowledge is that wiſedome gineth life to thems 
that haue it. 


Reaſon of Wiſedomes excellencie aboue wealth , be- 

cauſeitisadefenceto aman in euery ſtate of life,and in 
eucry matter, The Hebrew is,betzel hachochmab., i. In the ſha- 
dow of wiſedome, The fruit or profit of wiledome is illuſtra- 
ted by a compariſon of an arbuur,orthicke leaued tree inthe 
heat of Summer, which is very great in thoſe countries, and 
thereforethey vſeto (lit andeate meate vnder (uch trees, yea, 
and to facriticeto their idols in ſuch places, As the thicke 
arbour by refraRion of the Sunne-beames defendeth a ryan 
from the broiling heat of Summer, andrefreſherh him with 
the coolec ayrcy and alſo proteRtetis him from the violence 
of tempeſtuous blaſts, mitigating theextremity of the one, 
and the rigoOur of the other , reducing bothto the temper of 
mars body: ſo doth wiſcdemein proſperity, and aduerlity 
defend a man,that ncither the excelile ofthe one, nor cxtre- 
mitie 


Ver.12, Commentary on EccLesiastes, Chap.y, 


mitie of the other ſhall ouerpower him, but he ſomodera- 
tcth both,as that he keepeth himſelfeclearc and free in forme 
good mecafure from the temptations and predominance of 
them both. Sapiens dominabitur att ; The wile man ouer- 
powreththe (Farres, and is armed agai:(t the weather, The 
heauiclt ehings by engines may be removed, and done, 
which otherwiſe to platne (trength are impoſſi»le, and by 
deuice of inftruments the (tronget caitles are battered 
downe, and thick»(t wals pierced Cans : ſo many things 
to common iudgement vnpoſſibþs, are done and auoided by 
wiſledome, And monte #s a defence,” or ſhadow, Thcle words 
{eeme to be an an{were to an obietion, thus: Wiledome 
indeed is g00d, and a detence to a man, but monie allo is 
needtull, and a preſentremedie. For by monie may a man 
readily obraine hisdelires, and ſpeedily avoid ancuill- For 
whatfauour can a man obtaine by wiſedome, that cannot 
as well be obtained by money, Er pen, & formam, exc, It 
maketh the bale honourable, and the deformed beautifull, 
yea, in another acception ofthe words, it defineth all things. 
An(. It is true, money is a defence' alſo, and may preuaile 
much ofrrimes, and moſt in a corrupt ſtate: Money maketh 
friends, and addeth ſtrength, whereas otherwiſea man is left 
naked, and expoſed to many dangers and euils : Butas I ſaid 
before, it cannot hold out in compariſon with wiſedome, 
For itis more excellent, in that it giueth life to the owners 
thereof. Money is but #8 drugges and lenitiue oyntmentsto 
mitigate the (wellings and difcaſes of the body, whoſe root, 
remaineth till wichin, and puſlulateth againe afcer the 
fame, or ſome other manner : but wiſedome isa fpiritincor- 
porated into theradicall humour, giuing health, [tceagth, 
and lifetothebody,toextirparethe rootes of all diſeaſes, 
The life of a man Rtandeth not in his riches, but wiſedome 
giveth lite. By wifedome is not meant worldly craftiaeſſe. 
and the deepe counſels of linners, which isnothing but cxe- 
crable malice and-fullie, E-{of. 19. 32, but that which is 
toyned with the Feare of God Tr is the knowledge of the 
law, and works of God, @nlthe praiſe of his wiledome is 
prudeace, 
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Verſe 12. An Expoſition , or Chap.7. 

rudence, by which a man 4s direQted alwaics in the beſt, 
ſafeſt, and necreſt way to we ag Monte is ordered by 
wiſedome: For without wiſedome, it is but a knife in a 
childes hand. For the profperitie of fooles (ſhall deſtroy 
them, Prox, 1.23, The rich man truſted to riches, Luk, 
12.19, Dixestrufted to riches, Zuk, 16, The king of Tyre 
truſted to riches, Exech. 28. Haman truſted to his wealth, 
{o did Creſ#s King of Lydia, Nabwcbadurzzartrutted tothe 
ſtrength of Bab«oy, and Xerxes to the multitude of his (oul- 
dicrs, as did Senacherih alſo, But theſe defences were no- 
thing : For riches availeth not in the day of wrath, but 
righecouſnetſe deliuereth from death, The wicked in hell 
confelle too late, Y/i/d, 5. 8, What hath pride profited vs, 
orthe pompe of riches brought vs? If a man hath tools, 
and want wiſedome toviethem, what is he the better? Na- 
bal was a rich foole, an4l his riches tor want of wiledome 
deſtroyed him, But thou wilt ſay, what can a wiſe man doe 
without riches ? But wiſedome is good with an inheritance, 
Yea, and without an inheritance. For if a wiſe man deſire 
riches, be can by wiſedome obraigneriches, and honour, for 
out of tbe priſon-houle commeth he to: raigne, as So/ormer 


' faid before. If hedelire not temporall goods, he is rich al+ 


ready: Forno man wanteth that which he defircth not, 
nor yet delireth that which hee needeth not. Thewile man 
isrich in God, be hath therefore whatſocueris for his good, 
and more is but a ſyuperfluity. If pouerty be the way to life, 
and riches the way to death, whether is the better way ? 
Whether is the better defence, or ſhadow 2 Whether is the 
better that is brought loweto riſe higher, as 7ob was, or that 
riſeth high to fall, as Haman did ? Wiſedome is a ſtrong 
Tower to the wiſe,-but a rich man is a ſhippe tolled on the 
waucs, But a wiſe man with riches is better then a wile man 
without inonie, I but riches infatuate the heart of the wiſe, 
and are oftena ſnareto him. For he that hath riches, com- 
monly wanterh bimſelfeythey are ſtrong tewpters,and there- 
fore wicked Jammoen. Howloeuer, a man is wore troubled 
to keepe a good conſcience with riches, «then he that _— 
tet 
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- tuſtice on theſe, "If 7ofiab the —— that euer raigned, 


teth them, Neither indeede can a wiſe man want, (ceing chat 
there is as much vſe of wiſedome, and the wiſe, as of wealch 
and the rich : For the world is gouerned by wiſedome, not 
by riches. Therefore wiſedome ſhall alwaics have che pre- 
heminence, and riches atvending on it. 


Verſe 13. Conſider the worke of God: for who cax make that 
ſtraight, which he hath made crookgd? 


A? before he propounded,in generall,the profit and ex- 
cellencie of witedome, to arme a man againſt impati- 
ence and all other vanities; ſohere he beginneth coexpretle 
the benefit and viſe thereof more particularly, ſhewing 
what the praQtiſe of wiſedome is, and how it is a defence, 
comfort, andlife to a manin this vale of miſery. 

Firſt, the praQtiſeot wildome (tandeth in a right conlide- 
ration of the workes of God, verſe 13. The right conlide- 
ration of the workes of God is not to ſearch intothe depth 
of his vnſcarchable wiſledome, but to reſt contented in the 
worke of his ordinance. He doth all things'after the coun» 
ſell of his owne will. No man is his counſellour, his owne 
counſel muſt ſtand. Therfore conſider the worke of God. All 
things are ordered by the witedome of God, andit is thy 
wiſdome, not tocoyne worlds, and policies,at thy pleaſure 
and will,by violence and turnings of devices; but thoumullt 
reſt, and relie on God, and let him worke his owne worke, 
otherwiſe impatience ſhall carry thee headlong into (inne 
againft God, and againſt thy ſelfe. The reaſon of this pra- 
iſe is in the next words figured by a communication, For 
who can make that ſtraight,, which he hath made crooked? If 
thou ſecit oppreſſion;and wrong, and peruerting of iuſtice, 
which may mooue thee to impatience, anger, revenge, in- 
ſurreRion, &c, oppoſe not finne agaiaſt linne, but feare 
God, and knowthat God is even now in doing a worke of 
juſticeon ſome by theſe, and afterward will doea worke of 


will 
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An Expoſition, or Chap.7. 
will ne<des/goe out to fight againlt Pharaoh, whom the 
Lord had (ent out for an executioner of iuſtice, he ſhall be 
flaine, The Lord. maketh vſe of crooked things , for his 
glorie, which thou canſt neuer make ſtraight. Walke thou 
vprightly, and ſpeake thou vprightly, that they may know 
their crookednelile, if lo be that God will reueale it to them, 
and returnetothy vprightneffe, if God giue chem power to 
Hy it to hearr, but Tet their crookedneſle be their owne, and 
fall ypon their owne heads. Reſt chou on God, tarric his Jci» 
ſure, all times and workes are in his hands, They cannot be 
haſlcned, nor ſtackned by the wit or Orength of man. 


Verſe 14. In the day of proſperity be ioyfull, but in the day of ad- 
werſitie conſider God allo bath ſet the one oner againſt the 
other, to the end that man ſvould finde nothing aſter bum, 


Econdly, thepraRiſe of wiſedome ſtands in the right vie 

ofthe times and ſeaſons, which arcin Gods owne hands. 
Theſe ſeaſons are either of proſperity or aduerlity, of wealth 
or want, of peace ortroubles. 1» the day of proſperity be 1ayfull, 
when God giueth thee thy hearts defire for the neceſlitic 
and comfortof thy body, receiue it thankefully, vſe it ioy- 
fully, cheere thine heart therewith, and let others be par- 
takers of thy ioy. For to what other purpoſe hath God ſent 
ie ? Makenotacurſe of his blefling, nor his goodneſfe an 
occaſion of linne, either by depriuing thy (clfe, or others of 
thevſe thereof, or by abuſing the ſame to the hurt oi thy 
body, or miſchicuing of others. Glorific God in peace and 


plenty, comfort thy lelfe, glad the heart of thy neighbour, 


let him praiſe God in the feeling of his bleſſings with thee, 
and not enuy thy wicked prolpcrity, But in the day of ad= 
wer/ayconſider. Fall notto voprofitable murmuring, grudg- 
ing, complaining, curling, &c. It is the worke of God 
whatlocuerthe meancs be, For nothing is without him. He 
vierh crooked things to the accompliſhment of his will, as 
vell as ſtraight, Butthewiſedome of God in applying them 
to vaknowne ends, and. good ends, exculcth not mans 
malice, 


i 
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malice, and evill intents. Weigh the reaſon of adverſity by 
wiſedome, and then reſt on God,as Job did, and as David did 
m Sexlr perſecutions, in Abſelons rebellions,and Shimey cur- 
ſed raylings. Job ſaid, The Lord gineth, and the Lord taketh 4- 
waj,and we mult receiueeuil (puniſhment and chaſtiſements) 
becauſe we are evill, as well as good of the Lord, Thefors« 
mer ore our deſerts, thelater Gods mercy, Daxid ſaid of $hi- 
wei, Lev bim alone, peraduenture the Lord hath bidden bim curſe, 
So conſider that this is the worke of God, Therefore feare, 
blaſpheme not, neither fret, nor ſtriue, Thou canſt not alter 
the courſeof the heauens, nor change the weather, butthou 
in wiſedome applyecſt all thy worldly bulineſſes to thetimes, 
and as the times will give thee leaue. Anger, and conten- 
tion is but vaine, 

This patient conſideration and contentation is inforced 
by areaſon of the intent and end of Gods wiſedome herein; 
God hath alſo ſet the one againſt the other, cc, So hath God 
tempered the life of man with che intercourſe of crofles,and 
ſucceſſion of things contrary, exerciſing iudgement, juſtice, 
and mercy in his ſecret counſell, that man might find no- 
thing what to fay,or doe, to imagine or deuiſcin any ſtate,of 
himſelfe. For Gods worke is moſt wiſe, ſecret, and firme, 
vnalterable by man,not to be preuented,nor amended by his 
erroneous counſels, But he muſtlet the arrogantſcarch of 
cauſes paſſe, and glorifie Ged in adverſity as well as in proſe 
perity, as 7ob did : yea, God ſendeth profperity,and aduerli- 
ty, and other contrary accidents totrie vs, namely, that we 
may ſee and know the manifold hidden bypocriſies of our 
hearts,that by theſe occaſions ſhew forth themſclues in ima- 
ginations,affc ions, words, and workes y Dewt.8. To con- 
clude, God doth this, that wee may know and confelle him 
tobeallin all, and our ſelues to be but fooles, and bealts of 


our ſclues, 
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Verſe 15. «All things bane [ (cene in the dayes of my vanity: 
There 14 a infi man that periſheth in bu righteouſneſſe, and 
there is a wicthgd man that prolongeth bi life in his wicked- 
xe ſſe, . | 


A Confirmation of the former reaſon by the effects of 
Gods ſecret and'wondertull prouidence, fceming quite 
contrary to reaſon, and to be intollerable ingdignities, which 
he further confirmeth by the teltimony of his owne experi- 
mentall knowledge. £4 things hane 1 ſeexe, There 1s no- 
thing that can be conceived, and knowne by the vaderſtan- 
ding and reaſon of man, but | haue had the obſeruation and 
experience thereof, For from the prudent obſeruation, and 
experience of the workes of God, haue l gathered rules of 
wiſedome, for the inftrution and dircion of others. He 
addeth , In the dayes of my vanity z to lignibic the fulnelle of 
his experience of good and euill, of wiledome and folly. He 
hath ſcene both io himſelfe, and obſerued in others the 
workes of God, This briefly of the teſtimony, The mat- 
ter or ſubieRof the ecltimony, are two particular cffeAs of 
Gods prouidence, The firſt is, There # 4 inſt man that peri> 
faeth in hu mſtice z namely, for truth and righteoulnelle lake, 
So eAbelwas (laine by his brother Cain, becauſe his deedes 
were righteous, and his owne wicked; 1 John 3.12. Eſay 
faith, Chap.59. 15. Hee that departeth from enill , maketh 
bimiſelfe a prey. Naboth was (laine for keeping a good con- 
ſcience, The Prophets, our Sauiour Chriſt;the Apollies and 
Martyrs, {luffered death for the truth, Many are murthered, 
ſ[poyled, vexed, raylcd on by che wicked for rightcouſnetle 
lakegand euecn the lalt endof the righteous oft times ſeemeth 
to be without honour, as the wicked in hell confcilethey 
erroneovlly judged in time of their iovill life; 93/d.5.. And 
this rga thing contrary to carnali reaſon, and hard to bevn- 
derſtood; P/al.73. 16.17, And therefore are many offended 
thereat, and take occaſion to depart from the way of truth. 
For they fully know not this point of wiſedome , namely, 
: to 
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to relic on the prouidence of God, contrary to humanerca« 
fon, and that he is moſt honoured when wetruſt him-on his 
bare word. 

The ſecond effet is contrary to this, eAvd there ic a wic 
ked man, that prolongeth hia dayes in his wickeduefe, Contratily 
againe, (ome there be that neither feare God, nor reverence 
man, without conſcience, without ruth in words and deeds, 
(wearers, blaſphemers, oppreſlours, deſpiſers of the good, 
mockers of grace, coueteus, iniurious, and yer flouriſh in 
promens have the World at will, haue children attheir de- 

re, build houſes, plane vineyards, purchaſe Lordſhips, yea, 
they arc honoured of men, and praiſed for their wiſedome z 
they live in healch, and die without (icknefſe yz 7ob 21, 23, 
Lazar periſhedin hunger, Dizes liucdin pleaſure, Chriſt 
was ſoonecut downe; but Herod liucd long, euventill he was 
foure-ſcore yeeres old. Ifa man iudge according to outward 
appearance,theſe things argue that there is no prouidence at 
all, Butit arguethinfidelity, and pride enough,when a man 
will belecue nothing wichout ſo many reaſsns and proofes, 
nor doeany thing at Gods command, till he ſee his wages g 
Aal. 3,14 Righteous men die, and mercifull men are ta- 
ken away z Eſay 57. 1, that they might not ſee nor feele the 
evils to come onthe World, as Lot was taken from among 
the Sodomites: And wicked men live to their further ven= 
geance and (orrew, as did Herod, The righteous arechalte- 
ned with death, and the wicked live to increaſe their dam. 
nation; 1 Cor, 11. 32. They aretaken away, leſt wicked- 
nefſe ſhould alter their vaderſtanding, and deceit beguile 
their mindeyg 5/4. 4. 10, The wicked live to defile their 
ſoules and bodics with all kinde of finne, to haue all their 
worldly deſires accompliſhed to ripeneſle, as did the Canaa» 
nites, Let vs therefore turne our ſelues to the prouidenceof 
God, and there reſt centented. For they that truſt in himy 
ſhall never beaſhamed, nor confounded, 
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Verſe 16+ An Expoſition, or Chap.7. 


Verſe 16, Be not righteous onermuch, neither make thy ſelfe 6+ 
wer wiſe : why ſhouldeft tbo deflirey thy ſelfe ? 


Hird'y, the praQtiſe of wiſedeme confifteth , firſtin a- 

uoyding extremities, verſe 16.17, Secondly,in keeping 
the meane, ver{e 18, The extremitics are excelle, or defeR. 
The exceile is an errour on the right hand, when a man by 
pride abuſeth his wiſedome, in ſtretching it beyond theli« 
mits & bounds of humane capacity, either in defining there- 
by what is juſt, what vniuſt, or what is truth,what errour, Be 
wot righteous ower-mnuch. A man cannot be too righteous in 
reſpeRt of obedience tothe Commandements ; yet if he be 
fo much addiRted to one or ſome, as that hee deſpiſeth the 
reſt, he bewrayeth hypocriſie and folly, and may well be ſaid 
to betoo iuſt. Fora tan is notto cull out what hee thin- 
keth good, thereby to iuſtific himſelfe, and ro condemae a- 
thers, but as Davidſaith,to haue reſpeR to all the comman- 
dements,clſec ſhall hell limit his obedience, and ſcrue God,or 
rather ſecme to ſerue him according to his owne liking; but 
reſcruations and exceptions God abhorreth. But .a man 
may make himſclte roo iult, when hee preſumptuouſly ta» 
keth vpon him beyond his apprehenſion , to define what is 
right, what not, in this confuſed diſorder of the World, and 
ſtate of frailety, wherein all things are full of difficulty. For 
no man muſt preſume aboue his gift, or ſtretch h1mſelfe be- 
yond the line cither of all mens capacity, or his owne, This 
is but to intrude a mans (elfe intothe roome of God, and to 
make himfelfe a Law-giuer,ratherthen an vnderſtander and 


| doer of that which is already given, and foin the end be- 


comerather zealous of his owne Lawes,and fancics,then of 
Godsz as the Phariſees were, and Papiſts are, and other here- 
tikes haue beene. Newuber make thy ſelfe over-aiſe. As thou 
mult not {et vp a juſtice, or zeale of thine qwne, ſo neither @ 
wiſedome, or duftrine of thine owne, And this a man doth, 
when he will ſcarch further intothe wiſedome of God, then 
he hath reucaled in his Word. Butſith the moſt perfeRhath 
hardly 
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hardly attained to the fulneſſe of reucaled wiſedome, 
how ſhall a man pierce into that which is not reucaled ? 

Surely, he that will needsbcholdthe Sunne with open 
eyes in his glory,ſhal looſe his eye-{ight,and fo ſhall he looſe 
his wits that will pry toodeepely into the ſecrets of God, 
If a man will ſearch further then God hath reucaled to man, 
or beyond the meaſureof his gift, hecannot but fall into he» 
relies , and fooliſh fancies, which euen to common iudge- 
ment, ſhall be ridiculous or wicked, Therefore ſaith Solo- 
evon,why ſhouldlt chou be deſolate,or deſtroy thy (elfe? Why 
ſhouldeſt thou provoke God to anger, by proudly prying 
into him,and not rather honour him by humble obedience, 
admiring rather his wonderfullwiſedome'in his workes,then 
ſceking co comprehend his infiniteneſTe to pride thy ſelfe 
withall, or yet to limithim to thy reaſon , and ſecking for 
ſacisfation in things rhat cannot be had. rather then to do 
good workes,as many proud barren talkers donow a dayes, 
The fooleſecketh wiſedome, and findethit not» The [ewes 
will be righteous without Chriſt, they will haue a Church 
of their owne making, and a Chriſt of their. owne forming; 
(So will the Brown:ftr and eLHnebaprefts, bc. The Greekes 
will be wiſer then Chriſt, both /ew and Gentile will be wiſer 
and better then God. For whoſe doQtrine was madnelſle, 
and life ſinfull,and end ſhamefull,if not Chriſts? whoſe lawes 
and traditions are preferred, inforced, and vrged more then 
Gods? But the one is wicked , the other fooliith , both are 
both,and ſo arethey deſolate. For God hath deſtroyed the 
luſtice of the one, or them for their Iuſtice and Goodnefle, 
and the wiſedome of the other. And ſo ſhall the Popiſh cele- 
ſtiall, rerreſtriall Hierarchies , their Tuſtice, and deuotions, 
proue wicked madnefle. If a man interpret theſe words of 
rightcouſnelle in civill cauſes,as it is ſaid,/ormmiom 515 ſumma 
inria,and as Cicero (aith,Vinimns in fare Romuli, non in repnb : 
Platonis,and of calumniations ofthe law,that is but a branch, 
for the words areto betaken in the generall ſence of all di. 
vine and humanethinge, 
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Verſe 17- An Expoſition, or Chap.7. 


Verſe 17. Be wot onermuch wicked, neither be thes fooliſh : why 
fooxldeft thom die before thy time ? 


—_ contrary defect is ſet downe in this verſe,which is an 
errour onthe left hand. As ſome will be coo iuft ,, and 
too wiſe,ſo ſome againe will betoo wicked and too fooliſh, 
Be not wicked oxer-mncb, &6, Asthou muſt not atrogate to 
thy ſelfe to define what is iuft and right at-thy pleaſure , as 
though thou haddeſt all knowledge,and all deſcerning,and 
theperfcion or higheſt degrees of all;(o neither mult thou 
runne outintothe other extremities of dillolutcnefle and 
wickednefſe. For, becauſe thoucanſt not ſatisfie thy irreli- 
gious curiolity on the one fide, muſt thou therefore deny 
the prouidence of God on the other (ide, and defpilc his or- 
dinance ? Becauſe thoucanſt not comprehend his vnreuca- 
led wiledorme, wilt thou therefore call off all knowledge 
and diſcerning? Becauſe thou canſt not ſound the bottome 
of Gods wiſedome, and find outthe voknowne trackt of his 
pathes,neither canft comprehend the reaſon of this or. that, 
or why thou fhouldeſt doe,or not doethis or thatzwile thou 
echerefore caſt off the royall commandement ,and walke in 
crooked turnings and by-wayes ? Wilt thou notvnderſtand 
thoſe dutics aright, whereby thou art to teltifie thy humility, 
feare, and obedience, becauſechou canſt net goe beyond 
that which is wrieten, er beyond thy line ? Wile thou nat 
reade the Scriptures at all , becauſe they are hard to be vn- 
dcerltood ? What mult thou nceds haue the exaRt vnderſtan» 
ding of all,or elſe wilt thouvnderſtand none ; This is in- 
deed the common folly ot Popiſh Ideots ; They dare med- 
dle with any thing,ſaue the Bible: For. they belceue as the 
Church belecucs, but whatit beleeueth they know not, fo 
they belecue they know not what , and liue they. know not 
how, They arc too wicked,too foolſh. 

If the Scriptures be hard,then mult thou pray more car- 
neſtly,and labour more diligently. But the Goſpell is hid to 
them that periſh, not eo others. Becaule there is , and all 
: Waycs 


Ver.17. Commentary yEccrnsiasTezs, Chap. 
wayes hath beene ſo much contention about the points of 


religion,and the chiefe articles of rhe faith 5 1nuſtchouthere- + 
fore makethy ſelfe an Epicure ? Mult thou calt off allcare, 


and feed thy belly ? Becauſe the Primitive Church was pe» 
ſtered with herefies,muſt the Pope therefore rake-away all- 
knowledge of God, clafping vp the Bible inan vnknowne- 
tongue ? And becauſe Saint /erome complaineth of 'the a-- 
buſe of the common knowledge of the Scripture in the 
mouthes of ſome prophane vulgars, mult all men,cuenthe 
whole Church therefore, be caſt out into veiter darkenedle, 
muſk there be neitherpreaching, catechizing, norpraying#! 
Mult the Booke of Godbe turned into piftures and idvis;! 
ecachers of lies? Muſt Paſtorsand Teachers be turnedints 
idle Monkes and Fryers, and faith and erue obedience the 
onely meanes to ſaluation.imo their regularities? As before 
the prophane made common pratcle of Scripture without! 
rencrence,lo now muſt they therefore bedeuoutinliescon- 
trary to Scripture? A faire mends. Becaule Monkes and 
Fryars, the Popes orders, had too muchliving, not onely” 
Tithesthe Churches due by diuine right,butthe beſt. Terms 
porall livings, lands and houſes z muſt the :Miniſleryof 
Chriſt now be ſtriptofall,and beplaine beggars 4.Y ea; de. 
fitute of common meate,drinke,and lodging? Br.caulethey 
had roe much for nothing doing, muſt we haye nothing for 
ſore trauell ? Becauſethey had more cloatnes and- gywnes 
thew needed;muſt we therefore by ext? eame need be driven 
to weare but halfe gownes 7 And becatiſethey were wolves, 
devouring the flocke,muſt th=refore the flocke now be gree- 
dy dogges worrying theirſhephcards? Becauſe nothing was 
enough forthoſeDrones,ſhall therfore anything be enough 
and good enough" for diligent and: faichfall Labourers 2 
Stulti dums vinant vitia in ventraria currioue. The world is a. 
fooleand a foole runneth ever out into extremities, Too 
iuſt or too wicked ; t60 wile, or too fooliſh ; too laviſh, or 
too covetous,ſuperlticious,or not religious atall, ifnot a Pa» 
piſt, then an Atheiſt, If nve bringing gifts-ſuperfiuouſly to 
the Tabernaclexthen taking away all — 
greedy 


Verſe 17- Au Expoſition, or,  Chap.7. 
greedy (wine,the-ciuill pompous Epicures doe in thele pre- 
ſcntdayes , wherein euery one isskilfull corob the Church 
without remorſe, to maintaine greedy Bei, and proud /e24- 
belgo keepethe Miniſter vnder, that the deuill my be aloft 
and raigne,who rideth on their backs ſumptuoully (adled, 
andlodgeth in their bellics filed with the Church goods, 
Satans (weete(t bits. 

Why ſhonldeft thou dye before thy time? Why ſhouldeſt thou 
bring Gods heauy judgements vpon thee for thy dillolute- 
neſſe and contempt 2 The workes of the Lord arc wonder- 
fall,and to be ſoughe out of all that feare him,that hee may 
be glorified in them. For neither the dambe creatures , nor 
the dead praiſe him herein carth. But he deſtroyeth them 
that diſpiſethe knowledge of him and his lawes. For where- 
fore hath the Lord giuen his wordgbut that we ſhould know 
it and doeit? As Dawidexetciled himiclife in the law day 
and nighit, and as the Berean: ſcarched che Scriptures to try 
Pauls dofrine,for which they were commended of the holy 
Ghoſt; ſo muſt weallo withoutcuriolity ſearch out diligent- 
ly the ſecrets of the Lord therein contained, For things writ- 
ten belong to vs.and co our:children, And the diligent ſhall 
attaineto the fubtilty. of knowledge, andeto. vnderitand the 
darke ſayings ofthe wiſe, Prov.1.4-6, But the vngodly that 
caſtcth his words behind him ſhall bereproued- And thoſe 
mad foolesthat gaue all tothe Fryar,bur (natchall trom the 


Miniſters of Chill, and delight im their wants and milerics, 


ſhall receiuca iuli reward of their extremities, For what out- 
ward token of ſound grace, is tobe found almoſt in any of 
them? and who arethey that delire moſt to creep into theſe 
polleſſions,but Zyms,Timr,and goattinſheepes cloathing,or 
plaine raucning wolues? Po defre that all lining rmight be inm= 
propriate,that we might not hae where to put eur beads , as our 

Saviour complaine th. | 
The devill is put out at the fore-dore for a foule theefe, 
and comes in at the backe doore like a braue gallant :; wee 
were once wilde oliues,andare haſtening to qu. old wilde- 
nelle againeztor our faith whereby-we (tandzis fruitlefſe,and 
| lyes 
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Ver.18. Commentarjon EcerneiasTtes, Chap.7. 


Ives a dying, but the brurallpart,the ficſh,is'even deified, as 
Satan deificd himſelfe in the ſight of God and the Angels. 


Verſe 18, It good that thou frouldeft take holdof this, yea alſo 
from this wthdraw wot thine hand: for hee that feareth God 
fball come forth of thems all. bob. 


His verſe ſetteth downe the pra@iſe of wiſedomein kee- 
. ping a meanebetweene vaine curioſitie, and prophane 
diffolutenefſe, or contempt, /t good that thow fbouldeſt, & 0. 
Hold the meane betweene theſe two extreames, turning nei- 
thertothe right hand nor tothe left, as the Lord hath com- 
mandedin the Law,but keepean euen courſe, or godly me- 
diocrity. [t is good to ſearch into the depth of the word,and 
workes of God withoatcurioſitie, For the Lord giueth wiſe- 
dome to thoſe thar ſeeke her as gold and filuer, toknow Tus 
ſtice and iudgement,and<quitie,to vnderſtand a Prouerbe, 
andthe interpretation the words of the wiſc,and their darke 
ſayings,and a wiſe man wil heare,and increaſe counſell,and 
aman of vnderſtanding ſhall attaine to wife counſels. Pro;x. 
Tea alis' from this withdraw not thine hands His meanitig is 
not that we ſhould make a mixtute- of righteouſneſſe an 
wickedneſſe,of wiſedome and folly, which are things contra- 
ry, and haue no communion at all one with another, For 
what fellowſhip hath light with darkeneſſe, and Chriſt with 
Behal There be many Atheiſticall belly-gods in theſe daies 
that will be compounding,and devizing wedwws,according 
to their owne fantaſies , and deuizing ſuch religions as may 
land with their owne luſts, they will gather the dewe of 
ſweereſt lowers with the Bee, and ſucke Pitch and Tarrez 
and Horſe-dung with the Waſpe and Horner, and dunghill. 
Flyc, and makea loathſome potion' of Gall and Honeys. 
They will neither be too pure, nortoo popiſh; neither too- 
good,vor too r2guith, butthey will (auourof both, like Le- 
banand E/aw , becaule God may adhorre the religious A- 
theilt,, and ſpue che hone(t Epicureout of his mouth, For 
ſuch dregs are not for his ſcruice. | 
Bleſſed! 


188 Verſe 18. An Expoſition er Chap. 7. 

Bleſſed are thepure in pirit , notwithanding their imper- 

feAions andinfirmitics ,, but curſed are they that haltbe- 

| ewecnetworeligions,ſeruing their luſts of both. But che mea- 

i ning of the holy Ghoſt is , that we ſhould acknowledge our 

owneimperfe&tions and weakenelle, both in regard of ex- 

a& rightcouſneſſe,and diſcerning of perfe& luſticein the in- 
ericate and difficule matters of the worid,and of the depth of 
Gods ſecretsgend to teach vs modeſty,We cannot be tooiuſt, 
nor too wiſe, ſo long as we containe our felues within the 
compalle of the written word, and withall goe not beyond 

our linegthat is, preſume notabquethe gift thar God hath gi- - 
uen V3; Neither yettoo wicked,nor too fooliſh,ſo long as we 
do but ſee and acknowledge our weakenclle in knowledge, 
and dcfeRiuenelle in diſcerning of Iuftice and Iudgement, 
| and diſability co attaine to the fulnefſe of every gift , and 
| therefore reft ourſelues contented with that which we can 
attaine togtruſting in Gods'mercy forthe reſt ( not enuying 
our betters, and of pride, ſtriving to make all alike ) as che 
Lord ſaith ro Paw/,CHMy grace is ſufficient for thee, 2,Cor.,12 9, 
Je was wickedoefle and folly therefore in him that had but 
enetalent, to goe bury it in the ground,andto fit idle : Bue 
as it isan ordinary thing fora rich manto be couctous, and 
toſccketo betoorich, ſoitis for the meane or poore to be 
_— » and prodigally to waſte that little which hee 

ati, 

For he that feareth God,e+c,A reaſon of the former ſpeech, 
becauſe he that bath the feare of God planted in his heart, 
ſhall auoyde both curioſity and diſſolute ignorance:He that 
dreadeth the Maicſtie of God will aotarrogantly and pre- 
ſumptuouſly prie too farreinto his ſecrets,nor limit his pro- 
uidence by his ſhort and ſhallow capacitic, nor yet contrari- 
ly departaway from che knowledge of himin his word, and 
workes, bur exerciſe himſelfe in both, as Dawid did, and all 
the godly have done; 


Verſc 


Ver. 19.20, Commentary on EccteslasTts. Chay, 
Verſe 19. Wiſedome ftrengtheneth the wiſe more thenten mighty 


men which are inthe Cuie, 


N hortatorie concluſion of the.premitſes, Therefore 

follow wiſedome, depart not from her diceRtions 
and counſels. Thisexhorration is included in the reaſon or 
confirmation thereof : For wiſedame hath more ſtrength, then 
rex men of power and might ina Citie , tor the detence thereof, 
Prudence excelleth puilſance, andcounſellyalſour, Aweake 
man that hath lighe,is bercer then a giant thatis blind, and a 
man ouer-commeth the Lyon,and the Elephant,and raketh 
the whale, For there is a time when the (trong is weake, and 
theweake ſtrong , and wiſedome findeth it out, Great buil- 
dings ace raiſed by 8kill , orwiſedome of that kind, not by 
plaine ſtrengeh, The ſhip alſo is guided by wiledome', and 
by wiſedomeof that kind are the windes and floods , made 
ſeruiceable. Hefter by wiſedome delivered the Church of 
God from their oppretſours, and brought Hawasto the gal- 
lowes that he had prepared for Afordecas, By the wiledome 
of [ndeth was Bethulia delivered, and the deyouring hoaſt of 
Olofernes diſpgrſt,and croptvp with the (word, And by wiſe. 
dome , Leonidas king of the Spartaner with fixe hundred men 
diſperſed hue hundreth thouſand of Xerxes hoalt, So that 
the ſtrength of his tenne hundred thouſands were broken 
by fixehundred men,and/Greece deliuered.' Inſtin.lib,2, / 


Verſe 20, For there i: not a inſt man vpon earth, that dath good, 
and nneth not, 


Frourthly: the pradtiſe of wiſedome (tanderh in a right 
conlideration of the condition of man (incethe fall.,For 
there ig not, &c,The true and full vaderſtanding of thisprin- 


ciple giveth great direion tothe wile,both for the bridling 


of impatience , anger; reucnge, &c, and allo for even and 


moderate carriageof himlelte ainong all forts of mea , aod 
; in 
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Verſe 21. An Expoſition , or Chap.g. 
in cucry matter, Firſt,thisis co be laid downe as an infallible 
ground,that no man is perfeRly good,nor yet can attaineto 
perfe& goodneſle inthis vainelife. Therefore iseuery man 
full of imperfeion and wants, whereupon commeth ſuch 
diforder, crotlenelle, and difficulty of euery matter, Every 
man then being fraile'and linfull, doth often more or leſle 
depart from this duty,'partly of ignorance, partly of temp. 
tation, and who is hee that offendeth not in his congue ? 
There be many obſtacles to let euill deedes, and remorſe of 
conſcience ſetleth the heart before they be acted, belides ma- 
nifold occurrences: but the tongue is necre totheheart, and 
as it were the ſound of the heart, which is conueyed by the 
ayre of the breath, and qualificd by the imagination of the * 
minde, which followeth either the ſuggeſtions of Sathan, or 
the curſed humours in euill. 1ſay curſed, becauſe the body 
is a malleof (linne and death, by the curſe; Gen.z. 17, Well, 
ſceing that regeneration is but here begun, and not perfe- 
Red, and that all men,partly of temptation, partly of infir. 
mities arcſubieR ro many falles in deedes, and words efpe- 
cially,there ſhall, and mult be occalions of anger,dilcontent, 
reuenge.&c. 


Verſe 21. eA!/o taks no heed unto all words that are ſpoken, left 
thou heare thy [eruant curſe thee, 


A —_— or concluſion of wiſedome, deduRted ne- 
cellarily from the former ground. If all men be ſub- 
ie to offend often by deede and word, then muſt thou not 
vive thine heart and memory to all the words that are ſpo- 
Fen. Let not all croile ſpeeches, angry,and idle words,(crtle 
in thinc heart, and memory : Butt them patle away as 0» 
ther vaine ſounds doe. For hethtat will examinc every word 
that men ſpcake,ſometimes of heat, ſometimes vnaduiſedly, 
&c. ſhall neuer be charitable,but alwaycs contentious,neuer 
quiet, but alwayes grieucd,and ſuch ſeedes being receiucd in- 
ro the heart, will bring forth no gaod fruit, but corrupt the 
good (eedcs of grace, and make the ground barren; Euill 

| 44 words 


Fay 
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Ver.20, Commentaryon EccLeslasr#s, Chary, 


words are the ſeedes of many euill workes ; Let the feeggs 
die,and much evill ſhall be auoyded, When angry words ace 
paſt, lerevill thoughes paſſe away with them,and makethem 
an occafion of firmer friendſhip,reconciliation and charity, 
which was acauſe of emnity, Bur let not the evill ſpirit brivg 
in theſe thoughts againe , at leaſt giue ther no entertaine- 
ment, leſt the laſt errour be worſe then the brft, L/# thou 
heare thy ſeruant curſe thee, Aſher Lo tifhmagn; id eſt, when as, 
becauſe thaw ſpalt not, or onghteſt not to bearethy ſernant ſpeaking 
ent, or reproning thee, But in charity forbeare to examine 
his words and Sas too ſtriftly: And then is this conclus» 
fion or precept inforced by an argument of the Greater de. 
nyed,to denie the Lefſe, n theſe words, U thou oughteſt nor 
alway to heare with griete thy ſcruant reprouing thee, or his 
angry complaints, then much lefſe oughtelt thou to regard 
the angry ſpeeches or contumelies of others,&c, If in wiſe- 
dome thou muſt turne away thine care, and winke at many 
both words and deedes of thy ſeruant, who is maintained of 
thy Table and purſe, and oweth duty and reverence to thee, 
then mayeſt thou much more palle-by the reproaches and 
etty,abuſes of others, that liue 2q»al: iwre with thee, that are 
ce,as weſay, vnder God and the King, To conclude, if a 
man in charity muſt beare withthe infirmities of his ſeruanr, 
and thoſe that are obliged to him by any bond or duty,then 
muſt he much morc be of charitable behauiour towards all: 


men, by ſuppreſling anger, impatience, revenge,&c. 


Verſe 22. For oftentimes alſo thine owne heart knoweth that thew 
thy ſelfe likewiſe haſt curſed others, 


Confirmation of the former inſtruction eorcerning 

the bridling of anger, revenge; &c. by the teſtimony of 
a mas owne conſcience, convincing him by the Law of na» 
cure; which teacheth cuery man to: doe to other men as he 
would be done to. ,Asthou wouldelt haue them to beare 
with-thine infitmities; fo beare thou with theirs, and make 
2hiother mans caſe and tate thine owne, For of: extimer aiſo 
dhine owne beart knowerh,&c Examine thine owne conſcience, 


call 
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Verſe 23: An Expoſition , or Chap.7- 


call thy ſelfe to account, and thou ſhalt find that thou haſt 
often deſpiſed, and reproached others. Theretore heare, 
and beare with patience that other whiles, whichehou haſt 
impoſed on others, and having a feeling of this frailtic, and 
many more inthy ſelfe,be readier to pardon then torevenge 
wrongs in wordsor deedes, And compare not thy common 
infirmities with other mens pcrſonall finnes, nor yet contra- 
rily, that thou mayeſt be an indifferent Iudge betweene thy 
ſelfe and others, By perfonall finne, is meant that (peciall 
finne, which euery particular perſon for his part is molt ad» 
died voto. And by ſpeciall, is meant a greater degree of 
this or thar-ſinne, in this or that particular man z otherwiſe 
all finneis in all men, buticis of a ſeuerall, of a differing con- 
diture in ſeuerall men. If chou beeſt naturally more patient, 
and another cholerick, iuſtifie notthy (elfe,nor yet condemn 
him by this compariſon, Forthou ſbalt kade ſome vertue in 
him to matchthy parience, and ſome vice in thee to march 
his choller. But if his anger be ſanRiified, or but his infirmi- 
tie, and hy patience naturall or ciuill, he isa man, andthou 
art yet but a beaſt, yet-in the fleſh, and among the fleſhly, 
thou halt thy commendation, and that is thy portion, thy 
reward; Mathew-6, Weigh theſc things by wiſedome, and 
thy heart ſhall be armed againſt manitold vanities, toliuc in 
reft,quiet,and comfort,in ſome good mealuregin this mulera» 
ble life, as theſe rules have preſcribed, 


Verle2 3. eAt this hane I proned by wiſedome ; I /aid, 1 will be 
wiſe, but it was farre from me. 


| Sk this verſe to the end hee declareth the difficulty of 
wiledome, to ſhew thatcurioltity is vaine en the one lide, 
and that diligence toartaine to ſome good meaſure of wiſe. 
dome, ts requiſite onthe other (ide, and by conſequence the 
errour of man appeareth in the one, and imperfeAtionin 
the other, and vanity in both, Now the obic& of wiſedome 
is either good or cuill, ithings «reaſonable or- agreeable to 
good reafon, or things wicked, which are either with rea- 

| ſon 
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Ver.24. Commentary ow EccLEStasrEs, Cha.7, 


reaſon and ſubtlety, or meere madnelle, 
The difficulty of the former hee declareth by his owne 
experience in this verſe. el theſe things baxe I tryed by wiſe« 
 dome;thatis co ſay,that which I hauc ſaid concerning the ex- 
tremities and mediocrity for the eſtabliſhing of che heart in 
patience and comfort, | have ſeene and tryed by thedireRi- 
on of wiſcdome. Neither yet is a man moderate and wiſe e- 
nough, becauſc he is able to bridle impatience, but he muſt 
diligently bethinke hiraſelfe as well of thae which is to 
come, as of that which is paſſed or preſent, whereupon the 
happy ifTue or euent of chings preſent doe depend. For the 
experience of things paſt, and conieQure of that which is ro 
come, or may happen , is the ground or direftion of that 
whichisto bedone tor the preſent, that the (ame may be to 
right and good purpoſe. For it is not enough thata thing 
be good in his kinde, but rightly applyed,and vicd to good 
urpolſe, And herein hath wiſedome her chiefelt (troke. 
herefore | having obtained knowledge, andthe praftiſe of 
knowledge,cuen wiſedoime, thougheto attaine eo the depeh 
thereof, and ſaid within my felfe. [ will be wiſe, but it was far 
from me. But how much 1 thoughe my lelfe more meerely 
to have attained to wiſedome, by ſo much che more was I 
further off. For where is wiſedowe to be found ? Where is 
the place of vnderſtanding? ob 28.12, Wiledome is a pro- 
ection againſt all euits to come, wiſedome direReth in 
iudgerent and equity, wiſedome guigeth in the right way, 
and guardeth from the incurſions of Sathan and the wic- 
ked , the wicked ſubtle, and the wicked mad or (enfuall, 
both fooliſh , both beaſtly, and enemies to godly wile- 
dome, 


Verſe 24. That which © farre off and exceeding deepe, who can 
find it ul. 


A Reaſon of the difficulty of good wiledome, or of wiſe. 

| dome exerciſed in that which is good, That which i 

farre off,or remoucd farreaway and ny of light (an elegans 
ca 


—— 


iv Veaſk24. 


Anfxpoſution, or Chap.7. 
call ſpeech ) worne out or diſperſed away by ſucceſlion of 
tires, which docalter and care vp all things, who can find 
out? For of innumerable things paſt, there 18 no knowledge 
at all, and of a few memorable things there is ſome generall 
conceit; but the condition, or conditure, or circumltantiall 
exiltence of the times, and things paſt, is vaniſhed, and that 
which was moit common, is now become molt difficule, 
And the learned is perplexed in ſearching out that which 


was once molt triviall, lt isa difficultthingeo calculate the 


whole hgure or countenance of the heauens,in any one day 
of the moneth, ſixe hundred yeeres agoc,&c- Butit is more 
difficult to know the whole conditionor (tate of that gene- 
ration theu living, though we may gather much by choſe 
that wrotein thoſe dayes. The Papiſts for want of this wile- 
dome are become fophiſticall ſots in the interpretation of 
the Fathers, and Scripture, If this calculation were granted 
tovs, as it was to Aoſes, and very much to So/owonr ,all the 
Scriptures and all Lawes ſhould be moſt plaine and moſt 
ealie to bevaderſtood of him, whom the god of this Werld 
hath not blinded, eAnd exceeding deept, who can findeit ! If 
things paſt bedifficult, as the arrow or bird inthe ayre vani- 
ſhing out of ſighe more and more, infomuch that a man can 
onely ſay ; Yonder is a Bird,but what kinde, what colour,and 
many more individuall differences, he cannottell,but gueſle 
by conieRure as well as hee can ; then are things to come 
much more difficult, being buried as it were in a darke dun- 
geon,or pit, into which the eye can diue but very little, But 
all the deliberation of the wiſe proceedeth from the compa- 
ring of things paſt and to come, without which, athing inic 
ſelfe good, ſhall not haue like effeR, yea, it ſhall haue a con- 
trary effe&, and event. The word of Gods providence is 
firme and ſure, and it is before vs, but it is ſcene of them to 
whom God reucaleth it more or lelſe, Man is not able to 
conceiue what is good for him, or right,it is the gift of God. 
But in his laſt end yponreuiew of all things palt, be ſhall ſee 
his manifold errours,vanities,madneiTes on the one lide,and 
of Gods wiſedome, goodnetle, iuſtice, and mercy on ws 
other 
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Ver.2 4-2 5, Commentary onuE.ccLesiasTes.Chap,y, 


other (ide, if that judicious, and gracious review be giuen 
him, For many live in darkenelſe, and die in darkeneſſe, 
without obſeruation of Gods workes, like beaſts. Thisof 
the difficultie of wiſedome, in reſpeR of the obieR of good, 
which is of God. 


Verſe 25. 7 applied mine beart to know andto ſcarch, audto ſeeks 
out wiſedome, and the reaſon of things, and to know the wick- 
edueſſe of folly, enen of fooliſhneſſe and madneſſe. 


HE* he beginneth to declare the difficultie of wiſc- 
dome in finding out, and comprehending the depra- 
uation, malice, and corruption of mans nature, which is 
infinite, for as he gaue his heare to know, to trace out, or 
ſce into, and to finde out wiſedome, and the reaſon of 
things by the diſcourſe of wiledome : fo alſo he laboured 
as diligently to know the wickedneſle of folly, or depraued 
wiſedome of the vngodly, that fearki not God, and the 
fortuous ado tote of reaſonleſſe mad ones that are car- 
ried like bealts after theirluſts, their naturalllight of vader- 
ſtanding and reaſon being extinguiſhed. 


Verſe 26, eAnd ] finde more bitter then death, the woman 
whoſe heart 3s ſnares and nets, and her bands as bands : 
Who ſo pleaſeth God ſpall eſcape from her, but the ſnmer ſpall 
be taken by her. | 


N explication of the infiniteneſſe of this wickedneſle 

and tolly, by an example of fpeciall obſeruation of 

one kinde of folly, ro wit, of the harlot. And / finde; The 
harlots diuelliſh ſubtilties he i!luſtrateth, Firſt, by a compa- 
riſon of the Leſſe to the Greater, more bitter then death. Death 
is terrible, and the paines of death are gricuous, Yea, all 
creatures abhorre death as an enemieto nature, and a moſt 
grieuous evill, becauſe itisa deuovrer, and a deſtroyer. But 
ehis isa ſmall thing in compariſon of the ſforrowes, calami« 
ties and miſerable deſtruction that the flickering harlot 
Oz |  bringeth 


195 
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195 Verſe 26, As Expoſition, or Chap.7, 
bringeth aman vato, For ſhe is Yorags, the death and de- 
{tryu&ion both of body and ſoule, goods, and good name. 
So that ſhee grindeth a man and his cllate all to powder. 

| Secondly,her ſubtile devices are compared to ſnares & nets, 
As the fowler and fiſher are $kilfull ro catch fowles & fiſhes 
by their ſnares and nets, which otherwiſe are out of mans 
power and reach : (o.the harlot by her wilic deuifes inſnareth 
the wiſe by inflaming luſt in them, which blindeth their vn» 
derſtandings,& bringeth their ſoules in the end into the bon- 
dage of the body,the Harlot,and the Dcuil How ſhe maketh 
andſetreth her ſ{narcs,and nets, So/omen depaintcth out by an 
hypotypeſir,or lively defcription,Pre,z.z0.to the end, Herbates 
or ſongs are pleaſant, witty, and ſugrcd. words. Pro, 5. 3, 
The lips of a ſirange woman droppe as an honie cambe, aud ber 
mouth is (moetber thax ojle. She is (ubtleboth by words and 
geltures,to kindle luſt,toenamour and rauiſh the ſimplewith 

the loueof her;ſhe maketh her ſelfe a beautifull and precious | 
lewelin his eyes,ſhe transformeth her (clfe to delude the [en- 
ces,& like a lugler draweth the imagination after her ſhewes 
to make him phantaſticate on her as an angell, whereupon 
ſhe leemeth robe an angell in his deluded eyes, when ſhe is 
indeed but an Empuſa, Lamia,Strix,abeallly whoregto be put 
to grinde in the houſe of correAtiun,acommon pocky Jade, 
Aud her hands are as bands, After that ſhe hath once en- 
tangled their affections, ſhe then bindeth them as priſoners 
are bound, as Delulah did Sampſon, and leadeth them to hell, 
She in effe& laith, as Delilah did. The Philiſtims be wpon thee 
Sampſon, death and deltruftion be vpon thee wy /weet heart, 
Prou. 7.27. Her howſe 1s the way to bell, going downe to the chams- 
bers of death, She kifſeth, ſhee imbraceth the foole in her 
armes, ſhe ioyneth band in hand, ſhe dallieth, ſhemingleth 
now and thena diſcord witi ker laſciuivus concordsto whet 
the affeRions, but her armecs are ropes wherewith the gentle 
<louing bealt is bound for the (laughter, and the feere of the 
ſpider inwrapping the bee or flie in her copwebs, Yet are 
theſe (imple ones ftrongell, and the wiſeſt allo in theig owne 
conceits, andſo are they led as an Oxe tothe llaughter, and 
as 


Ver.27.28. CommentaryonE< cr s 1 a sri3iCha,y, 
as a fooletd the ſfocks,' Pros, 7% #2," This"ofthe fſluftra« 
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Who fo pleafeth God ſhall eſcape from hey. Here he ampli- 
fieth her devilliſh ſubrilees, by che power and force thereof 
intheperſons rempred: Firſt; regarmely onely he that feareth 
God, as did 7o/eph, thall cſcaptfrotti her; 6rhe thar is pe 
before God, in his ele&ion, taken by her ſhall 
from her though he be,chrough humanefrailtie, for a time 
deluded by her, For the ele& may fall, but neither wholly, 
nor finally, The ſeede of graceſhall be of force in the end to 
ouer-power her force. Secondly, affirmatively, 5u7 the founcy 
[F4ll be taken by ber. He whom God hath forſaken ſhatl-be 
ſurely caken by her, he ſhall never be able to overcome the 
ſtrength of her cemptations, but give" place to his fleſhly 
fufts, — and imflamed by her, For ſhe isthe rod of 
Godvindignation ypon the ſinner; and her houſe ische wide 
gate and broad way that leadeth to hell ', 


Verſe 27, Behold, this haue I found( faith the Preacher) coune 
ting one by one to findeout the accompt. © 

Verſez$, Which yer my fonle ſecketh, but 7 findenot : one man 
among athouſand hae I fonnd, but 4 woman among all thoſe 
hae I not found. 


" A Confirmation of the infinitenetle of the harlots wick- 

ed (ubtilties, and the fooles madneſle, by the impoſſi- 
bility of findingit out, Behold, A note of a wondery of at= 
tention, and ſerious conſideration, of vehement afleucrati- 
on, and of ſeyſibleproofe, For aman will beleeue what hee 
ſecth, or elſe nothing, behold, conſider, thinke well of it, 
ſee in your owne Experience if it be noterue. This have 7 - 
found counting one by one to finde ant the accompt, That is to layy 
weighing one thing after another, or diligently ſearching 
out,by diſcourſe and obſervation, all the ſubrilties and deui» 
ccz of the harlot, and the miſchiefes that inſue thereof. #%:ch 
get ney ſoule ſeaketh.. 1 ſtiff defire eo fide our herrurning of 


devices, her innumerable plots and ferches, her blindings, 
Q3 her 


berwariablecranCformigg af herfelfego workevpon the af 
feRions, as the Mulitian turneth his infirumentto what tune 
hepleaſeth.- Bet I find not : Thatis, there is nonecnd of her 
wickednes,Shee is theſpawne and fountaine of all manner of 
euils : Foreuery word and geſtureis a world of deceits. Her 
apparrelband-every partthezeof, ber:motion,countenances, 
loakes,glaunces,fromnes, flickerings,arc innumerable. Shee 
fils the mind full of fancies, & configurateth them as ſhe liſt, 
like a deuill. She ſtirreth vp the fleſh-into rebellion againſt 
the (pirithke a deuill, Omnia fprirant delor, Her fingers are 
ſaakes, her. words. dreps of poylon, ſhe weepeth. with the 
crocodilelouingly and compallionately , her eyes ſtreame 
out the venimeof the cokatrice,ſhe hath Hyenaes voyce, and 
deuoureth as Lewathan, For ſhe bringeth the foole into a 
paradile ofpleaſurez but his out-gate at the laſt is the ſtocks, 
pocks, gallowes, hell. Saiththe Preacher, A confirmation 
of the truth of this diſcourſe, and obſerugtion, concerning 
the infinite wickedneſle of theſe ſubtle fooles & mad fooles, 
by the teſtimony of the perſon ſearching, diſcourling, ob- 
ſeruing : The Preacher, a man of age and experience, and 
excrciſed all his life inthe ſtudics of wiſedame., and know- 
ledge of all things.good and cuill.. 

One man of a thouſand hage I found. q. d. there is a pollibi- 
lity to find out the ſubtle deuices and curnings of men that 
are wiſe and wil-full in euill, though they giue themſelyes 
over to delude,&enſnare.For there is ſome curbe of reaſon, 
ſome ſmall remorſe,whereby their waycs are ſomething more 
plaine, they all deuiate not altogether from the principles 
of humanity into diabolicall falſbood, cruelty,and ſhameleſ- 
nefle, and ſo ſome few of them may be found out and com- 
prehended., But a woman among all thoſe haue 1 not found: 
there is not one of theſe-witty wicked harlots can be found 
out, z, their infinite wayes and deuilliſh devices to deceiue, 
circumuent, en{nare, yea, and to ſpoyle by (ubtlety and cru- 
elty, is not to be comprehended c the reaſon of man, be- 
cauſe the wicked woman is reaſonletle, remorſelefle, ſence- 
letſe, dead in (inne, her proceedings, and (udden enterpriſes 

arc 


Ver.29, CommenteryonEeciesiasres, Chapy, 
are ynnaturall, and voide of all reaſon; her ſpirit is buried 
andextinguiſhed in her luſts,and ſo hath'Sathan more pow- 
er ouer her, and more powerfully worketh by her. There- 
fore her ſtrange deuices, deceits, pleaſing allurements , yea, 
and her cruelties alſo are like the devils, Though efhab 
had fold himſelte to commit wickednelle; and wascuen licke 
of his couctous deſires yet ſuch.a wicked and, ſudden: plot, 
whereby to obtaine his delireyneugrentred into his minde, 
or if into his minde, yetnot into his heart,to at it, without 
furcher prouecation, as that of /ex«e/r in mucthering 
cent Naboth, I 3; 11, 900013: 3359! o a 
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Verſe 29. Lee,this onely hane I found, that God hath muds-mute 
,, Lpright : but they bane ſought owt many inuentions. 
| A Generall concluſion of thedifficulty of wiledome, cone 
10gfoglifhnefſe and madnefle, and of the infinite- 
nefle thereof; illuſtrated by the contrary,namely the [tate and 
condition of man in his creation, God mademan ypright in 
his vnderſtanding; reaſon; will ;- affeftions;, chut they haue 
foughe out many inucationg,thatisto ſay, the whole natuge 
of man being corrupted;euillcogitations, Rudies, and deui- 
ces proceed from himypartly chroughignorance of God and 
his truth, partly of hardneſle of heart, yea, his vnity with God 


being diflolued, he is become a beaſt ; his ſpizit being cal . 


downe into vtter darkenefſe, cuenthe ſediment of concupie 


ſcence,orthe curſed fleſh. For all that is in this world, is-the = 


luſt okthe flefh, the luſt of the eyes , and the pride of life, 
There idgothing but luſt, Thereforethers.is no- truth bue 


lies;anddeceirs in man;and they arapartly brutiſharfleſhly, 
and partly devilliſh, 'Forheis the Lord | afthe fleſh, «57H 
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vele — elitenifoacient cocks hnanicraks hdtv pros 
1 #4tion of '# thing ? 13 man naviſedome;maknb bus face «0 ſine, 
I wg ys hr OY 


TT 5 —— the: former Chapter , having treated 
TRof wiſedome,the praftiſe of wiſedome;and.difs- 
Ys F culey thereof , the ſcope whereof was that we 
ITS<Z4hovld, reft contented with theſe things that 
Guy for the preſent offereth vs, andalſo abtaine' from all 
weariſome and curieusſearching into the workes of God, 
and cuill workes of men,wherein God hath a ruling,and or- 
deribg andy he 1 ifay taking; oocalion: ay! ichns :talt 
Nerv aion or remedy of wiſedome,proccedethon forward ca 
demonſtrate rhevaniry of worldly things,bychc inſtableand 
vncertaine adminiltration chereof, which is. two-fold; the 
etc ofmaty'in chisGhapter to theend of verte 13, the.a« 
\ this! Gott; from'theverte 24.to theend of Chaprerg, Ta 
which the former is ſubordinate,and both of them ſo vatia» 
: ble and confuſed to mans reaſon, as that no certainty there» 
of can be defined by any man,butthings are ſwayed no man 
V.Examplzof can telf{ how, nor whether they'cend. Andrhisis che Hit ex- 
vinmes obſer. Afiple of variitievobleruced in outward things: For here he 
xs vented fpeaketofthings according to their outward appearanceto 
thin.s, burth= humane reaſon. 
our panel _ + Ofthis Chapterthere betwo pare, The firlt containeth 
we ell wich the detieof men incivittftate;to the. end of verſe 8. wherein 
incd ar. the awfull-ltateir feife ſhtwerhvabity]beig cauſed through 
the corruption of mans crooked diſpoſition z and much 
more doth the tranſgreſlion of his duty herein , bring forth 
vanity and miſery. The lecone part toucheath the tyranni- 
caſl-abofe of goucrnment, from the verſe $. to the end of 
the x3. verlſc, But this he doth by way of inflruction , asin 
the 
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Ver.1. Commentaryon EccLzesrastes, Chas, 


the former Chapter, ſhewing here alſo what the praRtiſe of 
wiſdome is in civil. ltate;toarme a man ſtill farther with this 
remedy again(t the miſeries and euils that in this regardallo 
may bcfall him, that ſo he may obtaine ſome meaſurable ioy, 
contentation,and comfort in this life, 

-\Fhigfieft verſe is an Exlogie, praiſe or. commendation of 
wiſedome,and thatby the excellence of wiſedome ; and the 
effes thereof, The excellence is (ct foith by a compariſon 
of equals denyed, figured by a communication, and that againe 
by anexclamation, or Epiphonema, more ligniticantly or eat. 
phacically to expreilethe wocthinetle of wiſedome. Who is as 
the wiſe t What man of any e(tate, degree or quality may be 
compared to a man ofwiledome?None,ho knoweth the inter- 
pretation of a thing? An explication of his excellence, illuſtra. 
red, and.figuredio like manner ; Who hath vaderltanding, 
indgement& diſcerning ofthings,perſoar, places, times and 
ſeaſons,as hath beenealready ſaid, & is now tobe further de- 
clared,whohathcheſe;l ſay,but che wiſe? Whaknoveth what 
to ſpeake,and when to ſpeake?Who knoweth when,and how 
to beginnea bulinelle, to procecde, to furccaſe, to handle 
abuſinelle, to tarry for occalion, to takeopportunity, but 
the wile? yn | c 

\ Moreover wiſedome is (et forth by the effe&ts. A mans 
wiſedomt maketh bu face to faine, and the ſtrength of biz counte- 
nance rail be changed, Theſe words haue relation. to the for- 
mer Chapter, verſe 2,3-4 5-6, That is to (ay, whereas [ 
faid before that a man was armed againſt the vanities of 
this life, by mourning, anger, ſorrow, ſadnelle of heart, 
countenance, behaviour, &c, and that was a point of wite. 
dome;ſo now conerarily in another caſe or reſpeR, theſame 
wiledome maketh the countenance of the wile lightſome, 
amiable, ſerene, that no token of indignation, griefe, anger, 
diſplealure, may appeare therein, but the frowning (euerity,. 
and ſadnefle thereof is changed into the contraric, The vn» 
derſtanding of this point of wiſcdome appeareth by that 
which followerth after. 


Verſe 
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Verſe 2. An Expoſition, 5 ' _ Chap. 
Verſe 2, [ counſel! thee to heepe the kings commandement, and 


that mregard of the oath of God, 


© io. principall propoſition of a mans duty towardsthe 
higher powers, wherein the practiſe of wiſedome con- 
ſiſteth. The words arean admonition or counſell. 7 counſel 
thee to obſerne the kings month, or word, or to keepe bis commuan« 
dements, acccrding to the intent thereof, as it commeth 
from his mouth, and is maintained by his power, and that 
notſo much for feare of his power, andpunifhment, as for 
the oath ſake, in faithfulneſſe and conſcience, whereby thou 
artbound to God, and to him vnder God. In old times ſome 
ofthe kings of /»da cauſed the people to ſweare that they 
would ferue the Lord, and cleaueto him, and renounce ido+ 
latry. This loyall obedienceis ſubordinate tro our obedience 
to God, and is our obedience to God, foraſmuch as rulers 
and governours are ordained of God, to which therefore 
we muſt ſubmit our ſelues vnder him, and to him in them, 
and to their lawes being agreeable to his lawes, and groun- 
ded on his lawes, Forthe lawes of God aregenerall for all 
nations, and generations of the world, and reſpet thecon- 
formitie of mans nature thereunts, and cherefore continue 
che ſame for ever; but thelawes of Princes arealterable, and 
changeable, at their diſcretion, according to the condition 
oftimes anJ przople, but yer by the dire&ion of the lawes 
of God. This is godly wiſedome, godly policie; For the 
maine intendment, ſpirit, and life of mans law,is the preſer- 
vation and keeping of Gods law, that thoſe that haue not 
an inward conſcience and feare, yea, loue wrought within 
them by the preaching ofthe word, or light of naturall prin« 
ciples before the word commeth, that thoſe may have an 
outward conſcience, to which they ſhall be inforced by the 
power of the magiſtrate, to make brutiſh men civill,andciuil 
men religious, if God giue grace, and religious men tocon- 

tinuereligious. 
And therefore as Saint Pax/termeth the Goſpell of Chriſt, 
his 
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Ver.3. Commentary on EccLesiasTes, Chap.8, 


his Goſpel, which according to his wiſedome and diſcretion, 
hee propounded,vſed, and applyed to the belt, for the plan- 
ting and further building vp of the Church, ſo is Gods Law 
the Kings Law, and his word the Kings word, as he takethie 
into his. cuſtody te impoſe it, and to ioforce the obedience 
thereof vnder God vpenall men, and to puniſh vnder God 
the breakers thereof, Eff enim medics reipnb. Therefore mult 
wee chearefully, readily, willingly, faithfully obey the ſame, 
a_ wee had received it —_ from the mouth of 


Verſe 3. Be not haſty to goe out of bu ſight, ſtand notin an exil 
. thimgyfor he doth whatſoener pleaſerb him. 


= explication or illuſtration of the former generall in+ 
Riruionzby che contrary practiſe of folly, here forbid- 
den. Be not haſty to goe out of bu ſight, It any thing diſpleaſe 
thee, becauſe ebou thinkeſt it not to be agrecable to iultice, 
and right, orſome way inconuenient, or ſome damage there- 
of tocnſue to thy ſelte, &c, take heede of pridezand choler, 
let it not appeare in thy words, countenance, or geſture, 
which arcappcarances of a rebellious diſpolition, yea, lecdes 
of future rebellionz when occaliens, and further prouocati- 
ons ſhall come thereunto, ſhew no token of diſpleaſure atall, 
but. in wiſedome humble and ſubmitthy lelfc, and ſpeake as: 
by good and lawfull leauc thou art permitted , that it may 
plainely appearc, that thy hcart isfor the Kings honour, and 
ſafety. Therefore doe not vnaduiſedly, or in diſcontent de 
art out of his preſence, nor in ſuch ſenſe or appearance re= 
Fraine from- bis preſence, leſt the diſpoſition of thy heart be 
GuſpeRedto berather from him, then towards him. For that 
is ctheſeede, or beginning of a Gileale, which doubtlelle ſhall 
be purged. or with diſgrace curbed,or atlelt he ſhallalwayes 
haue a icalous eye ouer thee, and how doubtfull chings may 
be interpreted in that caiz, conlider, For great cuils may 
come vpon thee cauleletle. bur yet vnknowne z for he thatis 
in an ill name, is halfe hanged, Howlſocuer,thou halt given 
aduan- 


Verſe 3; An Expoſuion , or Chap.8. 
aJuantage to thine enemies, andlaid a way open for them eo 
come betweene him and thee, 

To conclude,boalt not thy (ele before the King,neither 
atrogate any thing to thy felfe, be not coo wiſe betore him, 
as though thou wert an inſtruRer or teacher, or haddeſt a 
reach beyond him , but let thy wiſedome and counlell be fo 
covertly ingeſted, as that rather ir may appeare to him robe 
his owne, thy words being as it werean occalionto bring it 
to his minde, ſo ſhall he conceive and viter, and doe that 
which thou wouldeſt hauc him, without any impeachmene 
of his honour atall;ſeeing that chat which was thine,is made 
| his owne,and fo is hisowne counſell and will;not ehine, Put 
not thy ſelfe forth before the KingzPros.2 5.6. Leſt thou car- 
rie the ſhew of a corriuall, or part ſtake, but be modeſt, and 
humble. And herein /o4b did wilely, whenhe ſentrto David 
to come and take Rebbab himfelfe,leſt che viory ſhould be 
imputed to him, but Saul vndeſeruedly enuyed Dawid, for 
the ſongs that the women ſang of his viory of Golrab. 
Stand not in an emil! thing. Stand not in a thing proudly, 
though thou beelt in the right, asitſcemeth to thee, neither 
ftand in an cuill without pride, For pride marreth a good 
ſubſtance, and evill marreth a good circumſtance. If thou 
ſftandin an euill thing of errour, it ſhall bring preſent diſ- 
grace; and if it be of pride, it ſhall bring preſene deſtruction, 
In this caſe therefore aske counfell of wiſedome, and ſhee 
ſhall give thee true direRion to come out of both, toauvid 
both. le is diſcredit enough to cire before a great man, to 
ſtand in anercour is diſgrace, for it betokeneth folly, but to 
ſtand in it in pride, is Rubbornneſle and madnetle. For hee 
doth whatſoeuer pleaſeth him, A rea({on to inforce the former 
admonitions, It is in vaine, and a point of greareſt folly ro 
contend with him that hath powerin his owne hands, yea, 
who onely hath power, which cannot be oppoſed without 
iuſt puniſhment. For contention controuleth and rebukcth, 
and then is power no power, and the heart that prepareth ic 
ſelfe toreliftance, intrudeth itſelfe into his roome, who hath 
fole command vader God ; an evill matter indeed may w re» 
liſted, 
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Ver. 4.5. Commentaryon EccLzeSiasTes, Chas, 


liſted, but neither the perſon, nor place. Well, concerning 
the cauſe,there is great wiſedome to be vied, be not thou for 


thy part too iuſt, nor too wiſe, as was (aid before, Jelt thy 
cauſe be conſtrued to be but a pretence, and the beginning 
of a diſcale in the Common-wealth, For the King is the 
Common-wealths Phylitian. By Kwrg, we may vaderſtand 
euery man in authority, by gomg onr of ks ſjobt, to deparer 
from duty and obedience. ltis an Hebrew phraſe, lonah 
I. & 3, 


Verſe 4. Where the word of a King ts, there is power : + And 
who may ſay unto him, what deeft thou, 


Prefſſylogiſme or confirmation of the former reaſon, * 
{ \ 17hore the word, &c. The commandement of a Kingis 


with power to haue it done. He may doe very much, be it 


right or wrong, by the weight of his power, and who way /ay. 


onto hins, what doeft thou? What {ubic can oppole himlelfe 
to power,to controule,or expoltulate therewith? Sceing that 
he ſuſlaineth the perſon of the whole Common-wealth vas 
der God, how can one or a few branches contend againſt 
the whole tree, or againſt the root, or body thereef? The 
ſtrength and power of ali is put into his hands. What then 
is a priuate man, or a private cauſe, be what it will ? A com- 
mon and dangerous griefe indeed is equiualent, and calily 

erſwadeth a Prince, but it is enough for apriuate man to 
hs diſpleaſed, for who ſhall Rand in for him ? 


Verle 5. Whe ſo keepeth the Commandement , ſpall ſeele noxe 
emill thing: and a wiſe mans heart diſcerneth both time and 
indgement. | 


Reaſoninforcing the praQtiſe of the inſtrution,verſe 2, 
He that keepeth the commandement, cc, He thatſheweth 
himſclte modeſt, and obſequious to theſe, whom in duty he 
oughtto obey,ſhall be "ey ns many dangers,troubles,and 
incumbrances,and preuent ſuch calamitics, as may not on 
y 
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| ly forthe preſent , but afterwards vpon diſpleaſure ariſe. 
Howlſoever a great man will contend for his honour: And he 
that reſifterh, ſhall make himſelfea prey to every man. But 


he that is dutifull and louing, ſhall auoid all. end a wiſe - 


mans beart diſcerneth both tim& and wagement. T he wiſe in heart 
knoweth what is lawtull, what vnlawfull,and how farre. He 
diſcerneth when to obey, when todiflemble, how to obey, 
how farre, and whento be ignorant, when to with-draw 
himſelfe,in what ſore, in what meaſure. The wiſc hath gdiſcer» 
ning of the prouidence of God, to which he giueth place, 
and therefore in all things he tryeth what is the good plea- 
ſure of God. Theſe words | take toimply an anſwer to an 
obieion, thus. A man ſometimes for being too ready, ob- 
ſequious, and haſty in obeying the commandement of a 
Prince z may procure to himſelfe and others great euils, as 
Doeg did. For Princes haue their errours, and are tempted 
to cuill as well as other men ; and oft times a {mall errovr at 
the firſt occalioneth great euils, and who is he that ſaith or 
doth not ſometimes that, whereof he repenteth him not ? 
Therefore may too quicke obedience difpleaſe afterwards, 
as well as preſent ſlacknelle, Againe, a Prince is not him- 
ſelfe,but all his ſubieRs incluliuely, even the whole bedy or 
ſtate of the Kingdome: So thatin a King there is not onely 
an vnion of body and fpirit, as in all men, but alſo of his 
perſon, and the politike body or (tate. Now if in comman- 
ding he {werue from this vnion, here is the difficulty of wiſe- 
dome. 

eAnſwer. All this is true, But the wiſe manin obeying 
obſeruethtime and iudgement aad ſoin (lackneſſe alſo. Op» 
portunity calleth him forth, iudgement biddeth him ſpeake, 
and hold his peace, Doeg was deſtitute of vnderſtanding, 
both in his words and deedes; 1 Sam,2 2.9.10. Butthe Kings 
Sergeants ſhewed wiſedome, verſe 17, Toab anſwered wilcly, 
x Chre.21. 3, buttoo harſhly; 2 Saw,19,5,6. - 


Verſe 
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Verſe 6. Becauſe to every purpoſe there is a time,and indgement 
therefore the miſery of man u great vpon bim, 


AE explication of the anſwereſhewing' a reaſon , why 
that a wiſe man obſeruing time and iudgement, ſhall 
feele none evill, at lea(t fo farre forth as by mans wiſedome . 
can be auoyded, Becauſe to exery purpe/e, cc. All things 
arcin the handsof God , and the hearts of Kinggallo, and 
his purpoſe in the lea(t thing is vachangeable. So that 
for every thing there is a time prefined of God, together 
with a molt wiſe, and right meanes and manner, where- 
vpon cuery euent neceſſarily dependeth. Now he that ob- 
ſerueth this worke of God, ſhall auoide all euils. A thing 
in his kinde good, may by cuill vſage be madenavghtz and 
a good deede muſt be ordered by time and iudgement, If 
time be preuented , it ſhall be fruſtrate ,. yet afterwards, 
though otherwiſe effteted, For God doth all in time and 
ſeaſon, and will have them cloathed with his owne circum» 
ſtances alſoz but the vaine imaginations of man are innu- 
merable , and hee is giuen to take tos much vpon him, as 
though all things were in his hand, But God will make him 
know that hee is but vaine man, Therefore u the mifery of 
wan great vpen bim. A conſequence or colleion of the ma- 
nifeld and great miſeries of man, applyed to the diſobedient, 
and ouer-wiſe : Becauſe there is a due timegand right meanes,. 
and mannerin the prouidence of God, for cuery thing to his 
owne glory , which is the ground and guide of good wiſe-. 
dome z therefore is there ſo much vanity in all coun- 
ſels, wordes, and workes , and the endletle troubles and 
miſcries of preſumptuous. man are occationed from. 
hence. 


Verle 7. An Expoſition , or Chap.8. 4 \ 


Verſe 7. For he knoweth not that which ſhall be : for who cantell 
bin, when it (hall be ? 


Reaſon why that thevanitie and miſcrie of man ſhould 
be increaſed by the molt wiſe and good prouidence of 
God. For he knoweth not what (hall be. The good wiſcdome 
of God isnot che cauſe of vanities in politicke Gate, but an 
occalion, and mans ignorance and malice is the cauſe, For 
being deprived of wiſedome and jiultice through his owne 
malice, his imaginations are all fooliſh and vaine, and his 
follie is vpon bim. The deliberation of the wiſe Randerh 
in comparing things paſt and to come, but the one is farre 
off, and the other is deepe, as was laid in the forr1er chap» 
ter. But fooliſh men, impatient, and ouer-wilc, are altoge- 
ther ignorant of ehat which ſhall be, neither doe they re» 
gard whether it ſhall be, or noy in the prouidence of God, 
but they haue a prouidence of their owne, a falſe, coyned, 
or apifh world, to which by their ſubtiley and violence they 
thinke to cauſe all things to incline, and to make Gods pro» 
uidence and wiſedometo {toupe downe to theirs, perſwa- 
ding them(eſues that that ſhall be which they haue purpo- 
fed, and cloſely plotted, and dewifed the meanes, and man» 
ner bowie ſhall be effected, Here is vanity and miſery 
enough, If a man ſtand in oppolition for a good thing, he 
cannot tell whether that good thing ſhall be or no, For 
there are many things good in our vnderſtanding, which 
arenotlointhe wile prouidence of God. But asitis good, fo 
mult it bewell, and it cannotbe well, but in Gods appoin- 
ted time, with all circumſtances fitting. Who can tell when it 
ſallbe ? Although this good to be etfeRed, or cuill to be 
reformed, is to be taken in hand becaule it ſhall be donein 
the common iudgementand deſire of men, yet who cantell 
a man witen it ſhall be done, and how it ſhall be done? If a 
= himfelfe would doe a thing, he muſt depend on 
Gods prouidence, and tatry till the appointed ſeaſon. For 
God 


Ver.8. Commentary on ECcLESIASTES, Chap. 8. 


the city, And if a thing ſhall be done by him, yetche time 
and manner iy vncertaine. Heemuſt not ftriuc againſt God, 
neither muſt thou being a particular branch, of -particular 
capacitie, ftriue againſt the root chae beareth thee and all 
the branches, wholegenerall good, firſt; 'and conſequently 
particulars in their kindes, it reſpeeth, as thou doelt thine 
owne, Well, ſeeing that a man' either | knoweth not whae 
ſhall be or elſe knoweth not how and when it ſhall be, his 
contention intangleth himſelfe in great errours, troubles, 
and dangers, and his diſobedience, and contention ſhall be 
puniſhed, he ſhall 'not eſcape: He muſt: depend vpon: the 
providence of God, and opportunit'e offered of God, and 
not ſtandin an euill thing, nor cvilly in a goodching before 
the higher power, 


Verſe 8. There is no manthat hath power oner the ſpirit to receine 
the ſþrit, nethey hath he power in the day of death : and there 
is no diſcharge im that warre, neither ſhall wickeaneſſe delmer 
thoſe that are ginen to it. 


| AN expoſition of the miſerics thar the fooliſh: and rebel- 
£{ Xlious runne into. There © ne man hath power oner the ſpirit 
10 preſerue the fpirit,&5 0, Although that the man of ſtrength 
and (abtiltic verily thinketh through his power, wealth,and 
ſubtle plotstoeffect his wicked defignes, and to eſcape pu- 
niſhmern, yet is this but fooliſhnefle and imprudence, cau- 
ſed of hautineſſe of ſomacke, For his life is not in hig owne 
hands, neither hath he power to liue, or tree himſelfe from 
death by any meanesor deuice, when the king requireth it 
as a iuſtreward of his wickednefle. 

There t« no diſcharge in that warre. There isno caſting of 
weapons then to ouer-power the kings power, which is to 
alter arid change the ſtate of a kingdome, a great worke of 
Gods prouidence, For when the king in iuſtice exaRteth his 


life, the whole burthen of the kingdomepretleth himto 
P death, 


God is the chiefe Pilate of theſhip, and the Watch-man of - 
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death. Butif there be iniuſtice, or rigorous extremitie in the 
matter, who ſhall ſtand vp in defence for him againlt the 
king? Who ſhall take vp armes with him ? 
Neither ſpall wickgdneſſe deliner thoſe thas ave given to it. [t 
is the cuſtome of the wicked to ſeek to auoid imminent dan- 
ers by euill meancs, as Caiapbas and Pate did, but he that 
| cn the froſt,the (now ſhall fall vpon him: Many thioke 
to auvid ponerty with theft, vſurie, couctouſnelTe, but all in 
vaine, Neither ſhall violent nor craftie courlcs prevaile or 
helpea man, lt is impoſſible eo breake off the whole poli- 
ticke body in him, If the king will be auenged cf him thae 
hath offended, who'ſhall ſtand on his part to deliver him ? 
For who ſhall expoſtulate or examine the cauſe? Who ſhall 
bring the King into iudgement? If the calc be all mens, and 
every mans, there 1s indeede an equiualence in the matter, 
for the whole body matcheth the head, and thehead is not 
for it ſeIfe but for the body. Surely it is an hard cafe, that the 
head ſhould makeallthe body (icke. Forthediſvnion of the 
head and the body is lamentable, When the body of 1s 
tooke anew head to it, namely a king, God was diſpleaſed, 
God appointed them Iudges, bur they had rather imitate 
the nations, then ſtand to Gods ordinance. Againe, after- 
ward, when it tooke another head to it, Teroboam theſonne 
of Nebar, what wasit the better 2 That was notthe (aluc for 
theirfore. It is one thing to change a ſtate, or an head, and 
another thing to purge outa corruption, or in time to weare 
ie out. Wickednellecan never deliuer thoſe that arc giuen 
to it. Surely if one man, then all men in one body mult a- 
bide the triall,and the rod of correQion, For if they will 
needs auoid the [courge of God one way) they (hall bring 
a ſcourge vpon themſclues more grievous to be borne ano- 
ther way. Not the Senate of Rome, but the whole world 
exccuted Nero : For he was an enemie of mankinde,and de- 
facer of theimage of God, a reſolute diflolute tyrant. Hee 
was no gouernour, bur a deſtroyer, and put himſelfe out 
of office, and lIcft- the body of his dominions _—nn, 
an 


Ver.g. Commentary onuEcctesiastes, Chap.s. 
and for his part expoſeditto dillolution. So did not Saul, 
nor Rehoboam, nor Manaſſes, nor eAmon, &c, Wicked- 
neffe is not to be reformed by wickedneſle in the ordi- 
nance of God,but euill is to be ouercome with goodnes 
ſaith the Apoltle, This of the dutics or praQtiſe of wiſe- 
dame in ciuill ftate, whereby to auoid, atleaſt to mitigate 
the vanities, troubles, and vexations of this miſerablelife- 
Whereupon wee may gather by neceſſarie conſequence 
what vanities or miferies a man is ſubie& co in a poli- 
ticke ſtate, And for a man to liue out of ſuch an eſtate is 
miſery it ſelfe : For men ſhould be, asin old times diſper- 
ſed people haue beene, more vile then beaſts, and better 
is che worſt common-wealth then none," arid the worſt 
peace then the beſt warre. All which things argue the 
neceſſitie of vanity: And the praiſe of wiſedome, is 
co mitigate the ſame, by reducing mankinde to the belt 
of miſerable eſtatcs, according to the prouidence and 
ordinance of God, and to abide an inconvenience to 
auoid a miſchiefe. So it is in thebody, and ſo it is in the 
Common-wealth. 


Verſe 9. eAl this bane I ſcene, and applyed my heart to exery 
worke that u done ynder the Sunne; There ts 4 trn8e where- 
in one man rulcth ener another, to his owno hart, 


' ſecond part of the Chapter of eyrannicall abuſe of 
gouernment, or that which is done vainely, againſt 
law and right. Al! thi have Þ ſeeve, A confirmation of the 

ropoſition following by the teſtimony of his owne expe- 
rience. All this that I haue ſpoken, and am to ſpeake of, 
of pcople and magiltrates in civill gouerament, I haue 
ſcene,cuen with mine eyes,and applyed my heart 'to cuery 
worke that is done in the world. This isa confirmation 
of his obſcruation , by the meanes and diligence that hee 
vſed to obtaine the true and exat knowledge of things. 


For as amans heart and diligence is, ſuch are his obſer- 
= | P2 UAtiONs. 
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Verſe 10. An Expoſition, or Chap.8, | 


uations, The wiſe taketh the right courſe, and findeth 
out the truth. But.the foole bringeth forth {uperſti- 
tion, falſe rules, and like concluſions. 

There ts a time wherein one raleth oxer auother, to his owne 
hurt. The propolition of this vanitic, Rule and ſoveraign- 
tie is delired of all. For herein the pompe and glory of 
man ſheweth forth it ſelfe moſt. And great f(iates are 
commonly counted happie, For. in regard of (uperiori- 
ty, ſplendor, and adminiſtration of humanc things, they. 
are tcarmed gods. . But ſumetimes this title, (tate, and 
power is turned into greateſt vanitic. It becommeth vaine, 
ficſtin reſpe& of thoſe that are governed, when a Prince 
ſeeketh rather che hurt then the good of the people, as 
when he falleth to couctoulneſle, and oppreflion, when 
he exalteth, deicteth, gracerh, diſgraceth, according to 
his owne luſt, not regarding the worthineſle, or vnwor- 
thinetle of the perſons, whereby vertue is put to rebuke 
and (ilence, and all manner of vice flouriſheth, as weeds. 
in an vncleane or vntilled foyle. Secondly, in reſpe& 
of the gouernours, whole wickedneſle ſhall be puniſh- 
cd with cucrlaſting ignominie. For as they are moſt emi. 
nentin place and degree, ſo ſhall the commendation of 
their vertues, orthe ſhame of their follice be eminent alſo 
and memorable for after times, That a man ſbould 
raigne ouer others to his owne hurt, is but vanitic, and 
ohother vanities the chiefe. 


Vetſe 10. eAnd fo 1 [awthe wicked buryed, who bad come 
and gone from the place of the Holy, and they mere ſorgatten 
inthe citie, where they had (o done: This ts alſo vanity. 


N. expoſition of the cuils, or vanitics, that follow 
tirannlc, #0 4, buriall and obliuion, e4nd I ſaw the 
wicked buried, Their wickedneile profited them nothing, 
they were as gods, but they gicd like men, yea, they ar- 
rogating the glory. of God to themſelues, lived liks 


ſts, 


? 


Ver.10. Commentary on Eccuesiasrts. Chap.y, 


beaſts, and werepitted like beaſts, eumbled into the graue, 
or deprived of the honour of the, geaue, as was Cononich 
and 7ezabel, and efbabs bloud' was lickt vp of dogges. 
"There be many examples hereof of Emperours and 
Popes. Who bad come, and gone from the place of the Holy, 
An illuftration of cheir miſery by a compariſon or valike« 
neſle of their _ and dignity, and their end. They wene 
and came with pompe and terrour, to the place of iudge. 
ment, they (ate in maieſtie ypon the ſeat of iudgement, 
which is the place of the moſt holy, they fate on the 
throne of God, and forgetting themſcluesro be but men 
vſurped the glory of Gods as Nabwchaduerzar, Senacherib, 
eLmtiochns, Herod, Antichriſt did. Therefore ſo much 
the more cemarkeable was their latter buriall or latter 
end, the vanitie of pompous tyrannie more euident, 
the pride of the wicked wiſe more deſpicable, and their 
end made a document to the living of mans madneſle 
and miſeric. Howſocuer they are couered with darke- 
neſlc, and returne to their duſt, Their ſhow, and ftirre, 
and tumule in the world, is but the crackling of thornes 
vnder a pot, which maketh a noiſe: for a while, and ſud- 
genly Falleth into aſhes, which are caſt vpon the dung- 
hill, This is their end. Aud they were forgotten in the 
Citie, where they had ſo done, A (ccond evill or vanitic 
of tyrants. Whereas in their life time they would be 
as gods, they died like men, and were ſoone forgot» 
ten as beats, As ſoone as they were put into the graue, 
ſo 'loone were they put out of minde'and memorie. 
They were nor worthy to be thought on, nor ſpoken 
of, but their names rather to be clipt and curtalled, as 
Teconiahs, Ter, 22.24. of caſt into the groundto rot and 
conſume with their corpſes, and to be made documents 
tothe liping to their everlaſting ſhame and contempr. 
As Princes are the moſt eminent 'and excellent in their 
kinde, I meane of mankinde, ſo in their degenerating are 


they moſt vile, and as ſalt having loſt the ſauour, moſt 
. Ty | yaine, 
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vaineand miſerable. For the carthly felicitie and glory of 
aPrince, is his honour, which being turned into ſhame 
is che greateſt miſeric, Vertuous Princes ſhine as ftarres 
in the world, their names arc alwaics frelh in mcmorie, 
their names arc honoured and reucrenced in the hearts of 
men, as though they were yet living, and their workes 
here done in the fleſh, jocreale (till te therglory of God 
in the world. Their influence hath a perpetuall lively 
operation. For. their worchy afts , their counſcls, wiſe 
ſentences,are rulcsof inſtructions and direftion to all ages, 
and peoples. But it is quite contrary wich wicked Princes. 
Therefore in life, in death, after death arc they moſt 
vaine and miſerable. 


Verſe 11, Becanſe ſentence again an enill worke is not. exec 


ted ſpeedily, therefore the heart of the ſonner of men is fully 
ſet in thens to doe onill. 


Conclulion of thele vanities, containing a moſt hea- 

uy ſentence or judgement, wherein: Firſt, he decla. 
reth the cauſe of wicked-mens boldneſle in ſinne, in this 
verſe. Secondly, hepropoundeth the iudgement.it (elfe 
in the two next verſes, This verſe is an expolition of the 
reaſon or cauſe, why that men, both Prince and people 
are ſo bold and feareleiTe in wickedneſle, Their heart « 
folly ſet athens to dee exill. T hey arefully bent on miſchicfe, 
and will preſumptuouſly doc it, why ? Becauſe God duth 
noe ar) 96 powre downe the fierceneſſe of his wrath 
vpon them, If God ſhould preſently ſend his hang- 
man, the Deuill, to plucke the thiefe by the throat, and 
fiye away to hell with him, hee would be afraid to 
ficale. If he ſhould ſend: his executioner to plucke ove 
the tongue of the ſwearer, blaſphemer and ſcorner of 
his word, and fo carric him eo . hell in the fighe of 
all men, eearing | aut his bowels, and ſpriakling Me 

u 
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bloud in the ayre, he would be afraid to open his mouth, 
left hefhould offend. Some ſingers of all ſorts God bath, 
and doth ſtrike ſuddenfy, as Sewacherib, eAntiochus the So. 
dowiter, &c. tobe infamplesto che living, But ſolong as a 
ſinner hath eſcaped once, ewice, &c. and thathe ſeeth o- 
thersto live long, and dicin finne withoutpuniſhmene, or 
extfaofdinary vengeance, he is emboldened, and hopeth 
the bell, thinking that God hath forgotten, or ſeeth not,or 
that his (innes arenot ſo great, orthat God will notpuniſh 
him. And thus abuſing the patience and long-lufferiag 
of God, he continueth & hardeneth hirnſelfe in finnewith- 
out remorſe. And ſo will by no meaneybe brought tocon. 
feſſe, and acknowledge his errours, Butif he doeir,yer will 
he not amend his wayes, but hoping of pardon, rather 
adde drunkenneſle eo thirſt, 


Verſe 12. Though a finver doe onill an hundred times, and his 
dayer be prolonged ; yet ſurely I know that it ſhalt be welt with 
them that feare God, which feare before him. 

Verſe 13. But it ſhalt net bewell with the wicksd, neither ſhall be 
prolong his dayes, which are as a ſpadow, breauſe he feareth 
ner before God. | 


N expoſition of the judgement it ſelfe in theſe two 
AR which ſtandeth of a denenciation of puniſh- 
ment on'the finner and a pronunciation of deliverance 
and bleſſing on the good. Concerning the former. Firſt, 
itis illuſtrated by an argument of the di#erſe,which is hgu- 
red by aprolepſis, whereof the obieRtion is the imagination 
of the preſumptuovs ſinner, as before, The anſwer is ex- 
prefſed here. Though « finer doth euifcontinualy, figured by 
a ſynecdeche of the ſpecially towit, a finite number put for an 
infinite, 4s hundred timer, amplified by a compariſon of the 
leſſe, to argue the greater » and his dayer be prolengedin enill, 
meaning many yceres-» figured by a Climax or gradation 

P 4 chug, 
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thus, Thovgh a ſinner doth cuill, and not onely (o, but 


continually , and not onely continually , but long time: 


doth cuill, that liveth extraordinarily long to doe euill, yet 
ſhall he be puniſhed, figured by an hyperbole, ro wit, a meio- 
fit, or liptore, yet ſhall is not be well withthe ſamer, il|ultrated 
by a commoration,the wicked, neither ſpall be prolong hi dayer, 
illuſtrated by a imilitude of 8 ſhadow; as /ob 8,10,11,12, 
13.14.15. | 
Secondly, this denunciation is explicated by the cauſe 
thereof, Beranſe he feareth not before Ged. The contrary is 
vaderſtood by avantepodeſis, but in hypocrilic before men, 
or for feareof the Sword, ' 
Concerning the later part, #0 wit, the pronunciation of 
deliverance and bleſling of the good, But it hgh bee well 
with the good. Firft, confirmed by the teſtimony of his owne 
knowledge. 7know,which is further confirmed by the cer- 
tainty and infallibility thereof , Swrely, Which is ſpoken 
in oppoſition to the vaine imaginations of dreaming fin- 
ners or flumberers, in the verſe afore-going, whoimagine 
that they arc good in doing euill, and in doingevill, hope 
well. Secondly, by the caule, That feare God. Which jsillu- 
 firated by adiſtinRion or difference of feare, that feare be- 
fore him, To wit, not in ſhew, butin truth and deede, bcha- 
_ themſelues alwayes godlily and reverently , as in his 
prefence, The wicked haue a ſeruile feare, which cauſech 
them to runne out of his preſence, as Adam did, and they 
labour to expell that feare alſo, to liue ſecurely in linnes 
but by the preaching of the Law, it is maintained;ro bridle 
and compell them by outward force of the ciuill (word, 
Thus farre of yanity increaſed by the inſtability and varia- 
blenefle of humane things , in-regard of ciujl] goucrne- 
ment, WOEE:- nnd $7 
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Ver. 14, Commentaryon EccieslasTes, Chas. 


Verſe 14,' There ira vanity which i; done y0n the earth, that 
- therebeinſt>men, uno whomit happeneth ascordin 8 19 the 
worke of the wicked; againe, there be wicked men, to whom it 
happeneth according tothe worke of therighteora : 1 [aid,that 
Fu al (o uyanity, | 


Ere So/omon. beginacth to declare how vanity is in- 

creaſed, by the vncertainty and variableneile of the 
divineadminiſtration of all things, as they appeare to car- 
nall reaſon, or worldly wiledome, which cannot compre» 
hend the ſecrets of Gods infinite wifedome, in the gouerag- 
ment and diſpolitien of all things, Forchoſethings arein 
mealure reucaled onely to Gods lecret ones... They that 
feare him, and keepe his Commandements,asDawid (aith, 
are wiſer then the experienſt aged, and worldly teachers. 
Bue Solowon ſpeaketh here of the. vanities of . all worldly 
things in Rate of corrupgion, !both withia man, and with, 
out man, not of the gifts and graces of Gods children, to 
whom all things are ſan&ificd , and greateſt miſcries tur- 
ned into comfort, and mcanes tofclicity, which to the na- 
turall man are ſorrow, and beginnings of endlelle ſorrow. 
For though euery carnall man ſtrive to worke a contenta- 
tion, and felicity outof them), yeeſhall he nener doe ity.bue 
troublc and ſorrow ſhall be his-portion, when he hath Qrri- 
nen with coight and. maine all. his life, when he hath (alued, 
and {(meeteds: and-vkinned guera and. with what gentle de- 
ceitfull lenitiues he can,healed himſelfe; yet ſhall all be rot. 
ren within; :and-vanity (hall breake out. as filth.out of an 
old feſtered ſoteakinned over, ar arotten egge broken vn» 
der che Hen, ar che time of her batching, 

.» There 19 4 uatutos which is dong vpanearth, As if he ſhould. 
fyzwhen 1 confidertd/the conditign of menin the warld, 
bothchegoad; arid:the bad, him that doth his duty in thae 
flate of life whercin-God had placed him, and him thae 


doth-itnot, him that feareth before God, and him ny ns 
1:8 t 
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ſteth the feare of God ; then I ſaw another thing contrary 
to mans reafon, namely, that there were iuſt awen, who dos 
ſerucd praiſe ard preferment, but they hadthe reward of 
the wicked, and there were wicked men who deſerued to 
be diſgraced and puniſhed , but they were countenanced 
in their wickednelle, and by wickednefſe obtaincd prefer- 
ment. Neither had the iuſt man a benefaRor, northe wice 
ked man an auenger, the godly man oppretſed had no de 
liverer, nor the {inner oppreſſing any that would curbe, 
and punifh him, But contrarily, the vngodly man flouri- 
ſhed as a greene bay tree in cons my wh 1 Lg honoury 
wealth'and honour was heaped vpon him on the other 
fide, the godly was wounded with the tongue, deſpiſed, 
and ſuppreſſed, and fubic& to many affliions and miſe- 
ries; his goodneſſe was not regarded, his wiſedorme ſet at 
naught, and bothenuyed. Bue vice was ſet aloft, and the 
vicious exalted, In' which caſe there ſeemed oben pro- 
uidence of Got int the World, bot confufiorn-and chawce 
rather,or a careleſſc over-fight, things being carried copſie 
turuy, withoutall regard. And this was alfovanity amorig 
many others before ſpecified. Ki2 ati 15 


Verſert5: Then ] commended mirth , becauſe « man hath ns 
better thing onder the Sunne, then ts eate, and to drinks, and 
to be merrie : for that ſhall abide with bins of bis laboxy, the 
dayes of bis life, which God 'ginetb baw-onder the:Sunne, 


Concluſion and conſequence of thoright conſiders. 

tion and vſe of worldly things, I] commended 
with,cc. Sceing that there is (uch confuſion anddiforder 
in allthings,which'no 4h cart comprotend; norrededlle, 
| Tchought it beſt for # than ta cat off ati-vnprofitable and” 
endleſle curiolity, which isirkefome and grieuous ro the 
fleſh; and to cheere his body, 'and reioyce his heart with 
thoſe worldly goods, which God hath by-honeft labour 
and 


A\ Þ -- 
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andtrauch in a lawfullcallipg beſtowed-on him,ſceingthar 
that is thefruit that onely ſhall abide with bim, and forthar 
end hath God giuca them, whichvſe oncly is to be made 
of theaa, and none; other, all the dayesthata man liueth 
here vader the Sunne, ' 


Verſe 16. #ben I applied mine heart to kyow wiſedome , and 
ro ſee the buſineſſprbat is done vpou the egrih : (far alſo thare 
i that neither day nor night ſeeth ſlcepe with by eyes.) | 
Verſe 17. Then 1 beheld all the morke of God, that 4 man can« 
wt ns out the works that i; fave pd Ihe Sume, becauſe 
61941 lahowr 59 (cog it autyon furthertbough «wile 

wer thinks to know #, yet FT ef oprt fo Fj,3 X 


A Confirmation of the former conſequence , concer- 
ning thezight coalideration &yſeof worldly chings,. 
namely, | that. it ,is batter eo reipyce in hae wile God gi- 
ueth forche preſent, then curjouſly.to ſearch out the works 
of God for further contcatment. The reaſon is drawne 
from che vnprofitableneſſe of ſuch kind of labour,becauſe = 
ie isendleiTe,and fruitleiſe, which he proveth. Firſt, by his 
owne endeauour , and ether mens alſo, in this verſe, Se 
condly , by theuſue-or-cucnt thereof, which is a know- 
ledge of che impallibilicy of that which ſeemed poſlible, 
verſe 17. WP . 

Concerning: the firſt. 7»-the time when 1 applied mine- 
beartio-khnow wiſe dame 5, When || (et mine ;heare wich full 
reſolution ta.know-by diligeot. dearch; as God had giuen 
meextraordinaric gifts and meanes to ſeeke out this vn- 
knowne wiſedame of God in the adminiſtration of 
things here below, and to {ce the Infor that uu dow upon 
be earth ,.to-le< the reaſon, and. to, hnde, out the. good 
of meris great Jabours, and cndletſe _toyle in all places 
andages, which ,arctull of ſtrife and contention about 
obtaiging ſame great mareer, whigh in a confuſed jm» 
| | ginatioa. 
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Verſe 18. An Expoſition ,'or Chap.s. 
gination and hop? they ayme at, For #!ſo there is that 
neither day nor night ſeeth ſleepe with bis eyes, For there is 
that ſtriueth by all indeauour of body-and minde, nighe 
and day; one labouring by praftife to obtaine, another 
by the Rudies of learning, and learned obferuations to 
ſearch out that imagined good, and the right meanes 
to obtaine it, which are the ſecret wayes and pathes of 
God, whereof they imagine to themſelves 'r cortaine 
pollibilitic : 7hen 7 beheld all the' works of God, that « 
nan cannot finde out the worke that is done vnder the Sunne. 
I faw that the way of diuine adminiſtration, by which all 
things, and cuery thing is gouerned and ordered, excee- 
ded all apprehenſion, and capacitic of tnan, This was the 
iſſue and cuent of my labour, and exerciſe of my wiſe- 
dome in this buſinefle, even impoſſibilitie to finde it 
out- For, or becauſe though a man labour to ſoche it ont, 
yer ſhall be not fide it, A reafon of the impoſhbilitie. Let 
aman labour, even 'the beſt Emperike' in this' kinde; by 
manifold experience, and by greateſt contention, and 
extention of ſtrength and: wit continually to feeke it out, 
yet ſhall his labour be all loſt, This reaſon is figured 
by a Revocation, or Correft;on im the next words, Yea, - fir- 
for though a wiſe man thinke to know it, J# foal be mt bes 
ableto findeit. Every' man is an emperilke in this kinde, 
but what ſhall I ſpeake of the vndergatherers, or after- 
gatherers, and ſhore witted ones ? For let the  tearned 
man that hath gifts and meanes, 'and' ſeperateth- him- 
ſelfe ro this' diligent ſearch, who is able-to: comprehend 
in minde the »hole frache of the world; both the con- 
diture and vſe of this great engine, that comprehendeth 
at once the ſtate and courle of times from the creation 
till chis preſent, thar can deſcend"from' the: moſt vni- 
uerſall nature to the molt parciculdr, and contrarily,- this 
is the belt reader and interpreter of 'the books of nature, 
this is hce that thinketh and hopeth 'to finde out the 
workes of God, let this man I ſay, doe what he can, yet 
D ſhall 


Ver. 19, Commentary on EccLeSIlAasTts, Cha 8, 


ſhall he not be able to finde it,but be toiled about in a La- 
byrinth, or as a way-faring wan in an voknowne deſart, 
If a man cannot define any thing becauſe the formes 
of things are vnknowne, it he know not the creatures 
themſelues, ab imo 4d ſummer, ncither ſhall he know the 
wiledomeof God inthevſe of them. The worid is Gods 
engine by which he worketh, he that cannot know the 
engine, cannot know the worke that may be done with 
it- The wiſedome of God in the making and vſing of 
this engine, is infinite, conſtant, certaine, and vachange- 
able, not to be comprehended of chat which is finite, 
imperfeR, and changeable, Therefore there is nothing 


contentment, in the feare of God, This hath hee-gi- 
ven vs, the reft hath he reſerved to himſelte, It is enough 


hee reucaleth to him, and commandeth, not to inquire 


beno longer aſcruaut, but his maſters fellow, and cquall, 


canhe, ; 


bettcr. then to reioyce in that which God giueth, with: 


fos the ſeruant to doe his maſters will, to ynderſtand whae- 
into his ſecrets, and demaund reaſons, For then ſhall hee: 


But God will haue no <quals nor fellowes, neither, 
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NICOTINE DI DIC DIENIGD, 
Py Caarres IX, 


Verſe 1. For all thit I conſidered in my heart, exen to declare 
all this, that the righteous, and the wiſe, and their workes 
are in the hand of God: no man khnoweth enther lone, or 
hatred, by allithat is about him, 


lA His Chapter is an explication of the vanity 
51 aforcſaid, verſe 14+ chap. $8. increaſed by the 
WI inſtabilitic, and variablenetfſe of divine ad- 
Ti miniſtration, or xconomie, as it ſeemeth to 
carnall reaſon, or outward appearance. And alſo of 
the conſequence of the right conſideration and vſe of 
worldly things, verſe 15, The maine ſubſtance and 
ſcope is,thatthe diuine gouernement both in ciuill and 
natural! policie, both of man and all things with man, 
isfecretand vaknowne toman, that there ſeemerh co be 
nothing in the world but atexie and anowre, diſorder and 
confulion, which plainely euinceth that no man can by 
any endeauour or wiledome, worke or finde out any good 
to himſelfe by or in them, Which thing ſome men vain» 
ly labour to doe, Others againe, vpon this conlideration 
take occalion to be diſſolute, and Epicuriſh beaſts. Bue 
the maine intent of the holy Ghoſt, is to teach men to 
quiet their hearts in contentment with their lot, andto 
leeke for the chiefe good elſewhere, euen in feare and 
obedience, chap. 12-13. Of which good cuery ſtare and 
condition of life is partaker (elſe could it not be the chiefe 
good ) becauſe all worldly things are but ſubſeruant te 
this good, God hauing turned the-curle into a bleſling 
to them that belecue, and is therefore (ubſeruant to this 
good allo. So that the pooreſt may enioy it as well as 
the richeſt, and the greateſt Monarch in the world, 
This 


Ver.1. Commentary on EccieiasTes, Chaps, 


This explication is made by an induction of particular ex- 

amples in this chapter, The ficſtis of theeucnt of all per= 
ſons, to the verſe 5, The ſecond is of the event of the 
deedes and endeauours of men, verſe 7,8.9.,10, The third is 
ofthe euent of counſell and- wiſedowe, verſe 13. tothe 
end. 

For all this I confidered in my heart, een to declare all thir, 
This is the firſt example of induQion. For } is here a note 
of a concluſions 9, d, Whereas I (aid before thatto ſome 
iuſt men it happened according to the decdes of the wic- 
ked,and contrarily, which is confulion, diforder,and vani- 
tie: And' that therefore it is the beſt thing for a man to 
cate, drinke, and to be merry, which thing onely is certaine 
to him, becauſe no man can finde out the worke that is 
donevnderthe Sunne, as I my ſelfe and many others alſo 
hane found by much ſtudy and experience; therefore cuen 
for this cauſe haue 1 let that curious and vaine ſearch alone, 
and conſidered another thing in mine heart,to which euen 
by common obſcruation daily before mine eyes | was in- 
forced, namely tovnderltand all this perfetly, and ma- 
nifeſtly eo declareall this, as followeth, that the righteous, 
and the wiſe, and their workes, and whatſoecuer befalleth 
them, az alſo contrarily, che wicked, the fooliſh, and their 
wicked follies, &c. Which words are vnderſtood by 
anantapodeſic, or ellipfs, are inthe hand of God, (ct apart from 
the power, diſpolition and will of man, and gouerned by 
aſecret way, vaknowneto man, and by mans wiſedome 
vnfearcheable, 'No mar knoweth lone or hatred of allthat 5s 
before thew, Henee it is that no manis ableto determine 
of Gods loue or hatred by any thing ſubie&t to man, 
whether good, or evill things, perfeRtions or defects, 
whether naturall gifts of mind and body, or outward 
poſſeſſions, or any thing that occurreth to the ſenſes 
and minde of the naturall man. Therefore it muſt 
needes bea vaine labour, and fruitleſſe, ſtudie to feeke 
for any profie, contentation or happinelle, in on 
thing 
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Verſe 2+ An Expoſition , or Chap.g. 
thing by the endeauourot mans wiſedome herevnder the 


Sunne. Yet is every man of the carth thus vaine, neither 
can he be otherwiſe. 


Verſe 2. All thinss come alike to all: there ts one exent to the 
righteous, and to the wicked,to the good and to the cleane,and 
to the uncleane,to him that ſacrificeth and to him that ſacrifi- 
ceth not: as u the good, ſoir the ſinner; and he that ſweareth us 
he that feareth an oath. | 


| Confirmation. For all things come alike to all, that is 
I to (ay.wit,and limplicity;beauty,& deformityghealth,, 
and ſicknetle; ſoundnetle, and diſcaſes,wealth,and poucr- 
ty; ſtrength,and weakneſſe; abundance,and wanglong life; 
and vntimely death; ioy, and ſorrow; honour,and ignomis 
nie : finally, all kindes of profperities and aducrfities,hap- 
pineſles and miſeries-in this World happen. to-all, as well 
ro the juſt as to the wicked, and contrarily. All men are 
ſubie& to the fame things, both the good and the cleane, 
and theblthy that is polluted with all kindes of vices, hee 
that ſacrificeth (a Synecdoche of the fpeciall ) hee that wor« 
ſhippeth God, anddiligently exerciſeth himſelfe in all Chri- 
ſtian dutics, and he that is a contemner of Religion,a(cor- 
ner of deuotion, a mocker of the godly, and their lives z 
thereis the lame condition of life, and fruition of earthly 
things, both to the good man, and tothe linner,to him thae 
ſweareth without reverence of God, and maketh no conſci- 
ence of periury, as to him chat dreadeth to vſe lightly the 
name of God in his movth, much-more for to (wears 
falſly , but maketh conſcience both of his deedes and 


words. 


, 


..1;; "Verſe 


XUM 


Ver. 4." Commentery on E CELESIASTES, Chap.3, 


Vetſe 4. This is anenill among all things that are done wnder 


the Sumne, that there is one event wnto all:yea alſo the heart 


of the ſoxnes of men ir full of emifl , and madneſſe 15 in their, 


heart while they line, and after that they £o to the utad, | 


ANampliication of the former vanitie by a. compariſon 
of all other cuills or vanities, figured by an Exdamas- 
tiow or [ndignation, This is of all vanitics the chicteRt, and 
moſt gricuous to mafis reaſon , yet not to be thought on 
with patiencethat it ſhould be done tothe wicked as to the 
good, that of men {o much differing, as light from darke» 
neilc, heauen from hell, there ſhauld be -adeno diffcrence 
in the. diſpenſation of worldly things, as though there were 
neither wi;dome. nor iuſticern the world but plaine chance 
and blinde fortune ſ{cruing all alike, Yea alſo the hears of 
the ſonues of men 15 full of exill, &c, A- continuation of the 
comparilon figured by a Chmax or gradation. As it is 2 
moſt yaine an4, grieucus thing ,.thatthe ſame cucnt ſhuwid 
be coal! 1;6a, 1o.doth this aggrauate their. milerie, that the 
hearts of men all the time of their life ,are full of gricfc, ſor= 
row, wrath,cnuy,angu ſhſeare, deſpairc, eucn alumpe of 
miſerics, vexing and cormeuting the whole bady,and bre2- 
king forch int ixcurable maJnetles and follics, ro the dil- 
quicting aid yexing one-of another; and then after all, to 
be buried and rotte tn the earch, and toconſume 1: tt» fhime 
and duſt, as though.thcy neucr were, .or had.avy being in 
the world, Tais is athing moſt yajne and grieuous to bce 
thought, char ofa, vaine l:fe there ſhould be a.more vaine 
end, yeathatlifeand death ſhould, benothing bur a crack» 
ling nothivg, {edaincly vaniſhing, 


Verſl,q, For to him that isioqned to all the liting there is hope: 
for a lining Dogge 4s better then a dead Lian. 


' A Reaſon, why that death augmenteth this grieuous va- 

Anitie. For to him that is 10qned to all the ming, gc, The 

Hebrew is, Ki miaſper jebnchar, quia vicr bt, qui eligatir, 
| E; 
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226 .Verle 4. An Expo(ition, or Chaps: 


Firſt, becauſe whether of them he bz that is choſen , that 
is to fay, whether the iuſt or the vniuſt, he that maketh cone» 
{cience of his wayes, or he that liueth in his luſts be appro- 
ued of thee , whoſe wayes and maner of life thou beſt likeft, 
and molt followeſt ; when he is dead there is an end of all, 
and vle of all both good and euill, But ro him that is yet 
remayning amongſt the living, there is cuer (till ſome 
pleaſing hope, and delightfull expeRation of better things 
to the comtentation of a 1nans minde. As he hath a preſenc 
fruition of good things, ſo hath hee {til an hope of more, 
anJ if of ewill things, as crolles and troubles, dabie Des 
bis quoque finem , they ſhall haue an end, and the remems« 
brance of euills paſt, ſhall affe& the minde in time ro come, 
I knw not with what delight. The remembrance and 
relation of things paſt, cuen of troubles and dangers de= 
light the aged, as a deſire of hearing , fceing, and looking 
into the world tickleth the young that are vnexperienced, 
For the world promiſeth to the young man great matters, it 
putteth them in great and proude hopes, but it performerh 
I know not what. lt beateth him home that will needes 
rauen and range. He therefore that hath euaded out of ma- 
ny dangers and evills , is better then he that knowerh not 
the difference, Therefore to the liuing there is fill a feed- 
ing hope of a better condition in this inexhauſt treaſure- 
houſe of the variable world repleniſhed with innumerable 
bleſſings and benehits of all ſorts, 

For alining Dogee is better than a dead Liom, The former 
ſpeachis figured hzere by a prouerbiall ſentence , He that 
is but poreand of meane eſtate, is better then the man 
of authoritie, ſtrength, wealth , and honour that is dead, 
who hath loſt the ſocictie of the liuing , the good things 
and pleaſures of this liſe (whatſocuer they be, or howloe- 
uer mixed) and is cut off from all hopes, and joyfull com=- 
placence ia thefruition of things deſired. 


Verſe 


XUM. 


- 


Ver.5, Commentary ow ECCLESIAST ES. Chap.s. 


Verſe 5. For the lining know that they ſhall die : but the dead 
know not any thing , neither haue they any more a reward; 
for the memorie of thens is forgotten. | 

| Yo why that the pooee man liuing is better then 

the corpſe of the noble. For the lining know that they 
ſhall die . They know that they cannor alwayes liuc here, 
but while they liue, they enioy the ble{lings of God here, 
which all men do deſire , and in hope and poſſibilitie the 
poore man yet living enioyerh all things, For God ſhews- 
cth forth many examples of exalting and humbling , that 
the meaneſt may hope, and the greateſt tnay feare, For they 
riſe and fall by him, not by themſclucs. T he carelelle otc 
times attaineth to great wealth, and the wreſtling niggard 
commeth to pauertie , but neither of them can deſcribe 
how, Likewiſe, the remembrance of ceath doth put them 
in mind of their end, and their account, to refraine frem 
euill, and ro prepare themſelues to dic in ioy and comfort, 
by purging their hearts and conſciences more and more 
through daily renovation of faith and repentance. - For 
which cauſe a man at the p: int of death delireth to live 
but one houre longer , thinking himſelte for char, better 
then him that is dea1 alreadie ; the lifting vp of his beart 
and hands once more, giuerth great contentment to hm: 
and if after that he is dead in the judgement of his friends, 
he reviue againe butto looke vp on chem, and to {peake 
two or three words, it giueth them wontertull ſatisfaction, 

But the dead is depriued of all. There is no knowledge of 

any thing in the graue, no more hope, no repen- 

tance, | 

Neither hae they any more a reward, They can adde no= 
thing further to themiclues in any reſpeR, neither can any 
good thing more be hoped for, being cutoff ſrom all po{- 
ſibilities. Againe, as the time of labour is here, ſo is the 
meanes of reward here: as he here worketh, ſo ſhall his re- 
watd be increaſed as he ſoweth, ſo ſhall he reape in this 
world, and in the world to come. 


Q 2 For 


2 


Verſe 4. An Expoſition, or Chap.s: 
For the menovie of them us forgottes, Whatſocuer they 
haue {aid and done here, though they hauc ſtriven to draw 
sh eyes andeares after them alone, yer now 1s there not 
any thoughr of them, but they are as though they had ne- 
ver bene borne info the world,in reſpeR of the Jiuing.Both 
their future hopes, and ther glorie palt is vaniſhed aways 
imoake in the aire, as the badie into duſt, and duſt inta 
thewinde , which diſperſerh it all ouer the earth and the 
WAatcrs, 
Verie 6, Alf their ome, and their hatred, and their enuie 7s 
now periſhe : neither haue they any more 4 portion for eur 
mn ary thing that uw vnaer the Snane, 


N amplification by an enumeration of ſ:me particu- 

lars. es therr loue and their hatreagt+e, T helte words 
are to betaken a&iuely,whether in the good or evill ſence, 
thus: Their loves, kindnelles,liberalities one towards ano- 
ther, their fcaftings and reioycings one with another, &c. 
for which they were praifed and extolled of men here, is 
periſhed, Their hatred, oppoſt:ion, contention, revenge, 
their glorie in ouerthrowing and vanquiſhing their aduzre 
fares, which al.o is a blefſing promiſed ro the godly though 
the godly gloric not herein carnaily, as the wicked do, but 
as the wicked are enemies firſt ro the Lord, and to them 
for the Lord, In this ſence the Saints in heauea rcinyce at 
the vengeance of rhe wicked which pe:ſecuteihe Church, 
and waite for the day of vengeance, as men reioyce when 
their grounds are purged Qt weedsand ferpents; all this, I 
fay, is now periſhed, Their enuie alfo, emulation and anw- 
b:tion, contention of honour and prefcrmenc, is now pe* 
rihed, 

Neither haue they any more 4 portion for ener,cxc, They are 
now no longer partakers of eartily things, that are ſo muct 
deſired and hoped of the liuing, no fruite of any tacultie, 
or poſſeſſion redoundeth to them, they haue no part, no 
footing here any Jonger,hutareſwallowed vp of the graue, 
the pit hath ſkut her mouth ypon them ſo that their _ 

an 


Verſe 7. Commentary en Ecernsrasres, Chap.g- 


and wayes ot life arecloſed vp.2s the paths of a ſhip in che, 
wxers and of a bird'or arrow it the aire, T he 1nteat:. of the: 
holy Ghoſt in all theſe things, is ro ſhew the vinicne of 1:fe: 
and death; to crucifie the world to vs, and vs tothe world, 

that we might liucin the Lord, and not to giue way to viſ. 

folute, carcieſle, epicuriſh liuing;, asthe wicked doe. inter- , 
prete all things according to their luſts, ard vie them: co 
their damnation, which by words and deeds they call ynto 

them. 


Verſe 7. Go thy way. eate thy bread with toy, and drinke thy 
wine with 4 merrie bears : for God now accepreth thy 
workers, 23 


mT Heſe nextfoure verſes arc an explication of the conſe- 
uence, verl. x5. chap:8 by an enumeration or an hvypou 

typo/fis of the vic of worldly things, by way of an exhorta« 
tion er permiſſion 'of their comfor.able and 10yfull. vie, 
whereof many make ſome doubt as mai is molt apt to 
place a deuotion and conſcience in things indiffcrentywith 
negle& of that which is necetfaric. Qur owne things pleaſe 
ys beſt, but other mens we ſeea farre off, and- are coldly af« 
feed. $o wedeale with God . But the kingdome of God 
ftandeth not in meates, drinkes, wedlocks, &c. which are 
worldly and tranſicorie things, but in a new creature, For 
no ordinance of God is to be dilanulled. But if we be re- 
newed, allchipgs ſhall become holy to vs. For tathe pure, 
all chings are pure and holy : otherwiſe, the beſt things are 
yncleane to vs, ang defiled by vs, We are not vnder the 
bondage of any thing, but all things are ſubſeruant to vs, 
apd_lawfull, except in caſe of offence. Go thy way. The 
ficſt particular is of the comfortable vie of meates and 
drinkes.Giue ouerthy carefull and vnproficable ſtudies, and 
idle ſpeculations, leave ſecret things to the Lord ; be con- 
tent with that which he giueth by lawfull mcanes in a law- 
full calling; deſire not other mens labours, plc:d not in dith- 
cult, hard and vneuen by.paths with griefe and greedie de» 
{ire , but eats thy bread with roy, line comfortably of that 
Q 3 which 


230 Verſe 7. * An Ex poſition, or Chap 9. 
wh:ch thou haſt; caſt thy care vpon God, Drinks thy wine 
with a merrie'beart : Lect faith & peace of confcience cxpeil 
the bicteraetle of diſtruſt aud fearcy the arme of the Lord 
is not ſhortened, nor his hand emptied; thy care can 
neither adde nor diminiſh: the Lord is mercifull , not 
crueli to leaue his ſeruantsz he is bountifnll, not niggard- 
ly; if he tarrie longy it is but co triethee,” Though he kill 
thee, as /ob ſaith , yet belecuc in him. Hope in God, 
faith Danid, doe goods, dwell in the land, and thou 
(halc be fed. Fate and*crinke therefore with an hopefull 
hearc, comfort thy bodie with thy goods, For God accep= 
reth thy workes, Becaule thou art not carcfull, diſtruſttull, 
fearfull , not leaning to thine owne wiſedomes, not rely- 
ing onthine owne providence , nor arrogating the gift of 
God tothy ſelfe , and bleſling thy ſclte as infidels doe, 
thercfore doth God accept thy workes!, for he acceptech 
thy perſon, and hath taken thee into his proteRion and 
wardſhip: therefore cate with ioy , drinke with mirth, 
live in comfort, Oblerue here, that firlt we muſt pleaſe 
God by faith in him , which'is his owne gift and worke. 
Secondly, when he is thus pleaſed, then | our perſons 
pleaſe him, we are his, and accepted of him in his.Sonne, 
1n whom we beleeuc, Thirdly, when he accepteth our per. 
ſons, then do our workes pleaſe him, both religious exer- 
Ciſes, and externall workes, as cating , drinking , feaſting, 
reioycing, apparelling, marrying, &c, For God is glori- 

fed in all things by his children, For they refped the\ 
_ of God their maine end , not the ſatisfying of the 

eſh in the affeRions and luſts thereof, The feaſts of A- 
braham and Tobs children were acceptcd of God : the royall 
attire of Solomon, Daxid, Hefter, pleaſed the Lord, becauſe 
their perſons pleaſed him}, The Wedding dinner of the 
Jewes pleaſed Chriſt, [oh.2.2. Thelabour of the husband- 
man and tradelinan: the honeft care of eucry houſholder, 
the worke of every ſeruant pleaſeth him. Faith and a good 
conſcience remoueth away the curſe from vs, and then are *' 
all things bletſedto ys, : 


Verſe 


Vetſe-8, Commentaryon Eccrrvrasrns. Chapg, 


Verſe 8. Let thy garments be alwaye: white, and let thy head 


lacke no ojntment, 


E Je ſecond particular is of Apparrell\ Let thy garments, 
&c, As God hath crcated all chings tor the (eruice and 
vic of man, a[wel for ſatiety delighr , and pleaſure , as for 
neceſſitie, not onely skinnes of bealts, haire and wooll for 
cloathing, but allo filkes, and finelinnen for clegance, 'and 
ornament , and hath giuen an vnderſtanding heart to man 
to find out the skill and knowledge of converting them to 
a mans comfortable vic; he may alſo vie the ſame accord- 
ing to the dignity of his perſon, yetin modeſtic and ſobrie- 
ric, in carclefle comelinetle , to ſhew forth reuerend gravi- 
tie, not contemptible leaitie, as phantaſticall apiſhnetle is 
now ir-moſt people ridiculous, making themſtlaes fpeAa- 
cles of folly one to another,as though the ſoule were made 
for the apparre'l, and the apparrell , to ſhew forth theTuſt 
of the body, which is in theſe dayes like the fire of hell, de- 
uouring vp all thinge , firing men and women ot all forts 
out of their poſſ: ſions, and bringing many into defperatit 
on, their pompous ſheyes ending in ignominie, and mak- 
ing them by-words to the baſelt people. 

Let thy head want no oyntment , In thoſe countries there 
are many aronnticall plants, ard much vic'of oynemehrs 
whichare in thoſe places moſt precious; and deicious, vied 
for the refreſhing of the ſpirits with the fragrant &dondrs 
thereof. The vic hz:reof our Sauiour Chriſt approued in re- 
cejuing the oyntment brought him , and commending the 
woman for it. fohn r2. 3.7, *andeelſe-where, By oyntment, 
is meant allkindesof ſents and perfumes; and wharſs: ter 
elſe for the comfort and delight of all the ſences , all preci- 
ous and pleaſant things: dainties, and novelties, vied not 
for prouccations toluſt, 'orof pride, buttor the ornament 
of the foulespallace,that ſhe may more cheetePul'y execure 
her fundions therein. aa edt ow 

Laſt'y, white garmerts and oyntments (i<nifie ioyſull and 
comforiable living int the right vic of thefruit of faith , and 
peaceof conſcience, = | 
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232 Verle7.  , Au Expoſition, or Chap 9. 


Verſe 9. Line ioyfully with the wife , whom thou loweſt all the 
dayes of the life of thy vaxitie , which be bath Linen thee yv#- 
der the Sunne,all the dayes of thy wanitie : for that ts thy pore 
tion in this life and iz thy lahowr which thas takeſt vnder the 


Suniic, 


\ Third particular , is of wedlocke, or houſe-keeping, 
AA Line joyfully, &c,. As heretofore he bath ſhewed, thar 
wiſedome, 1n re{peR of worldly goods, isthegift of God 
to extenuatethe miſeries of this vaine life, and that both in 
their getting and ſpending ; and alſo, that fellowſhip and 
com:nunity of life in mutuall duties, is a great meanes alſo; 
ſo hecre he ſheweth, that in zconomic or wedlocke, con 
iugal: louc and ſocictic isa means alſo,and the gift of Gad, 
Pronerbs 18.22, whereby many miſcries io houſe-keeping, 
and vexationsfrom without alſo , are auoyded or mittiga- 
red. 

Line ioyfully, &c. This he ſpeaketh not as though cuery 
thing in wedlocke were lawfull , ſeeing thatit ſerueth ſpe- 
cialy for the procreation of children for the ſupply of Gods 
Church, and accompliſhment of the number of the Elc& : 
and alſo to auoyd fornication , not for brutiſhneſſe, and 
laſciuiouſneſle, after the manner of the heathen, and Epi- 
cures, who pRoper their bodies by all mcancs, and deuices 
for none otherends. .To this end the Apoſtle, Rom,iz.1 3. 
exhorts Chriſtians to line honeſtly as inthe day , not in glut- 
romy aud drunkenneſſe, nor yet in chambering and wantonneſſe, 
for marriage is hooourable, Hebr, 13.4. and thelawfull vic 
of Matrimony in theſe words, and the bed wndefiled. Which 
words are oppoſcd to whoorcdome, and adukerie,whether 

it bewith another, or a mans owne wife, the affeRions & 
imagination being fixed on anothers. To bee bricfe, his 
meaning is , that the continuance of coniugall amity,. or 
firſt vnion of affeRions, which is the inward bond of ma= 
trimonyy is a great meanes roauoyde much vanity , which 
ariſech of the violating of this vnion , T his ioyfwl lining is 
maintained by giuing due bencuolence, 1, Corinth,7.3.and 

ETED Geneſis 


Veyſe 9. Commentary on EccLesstastes. Chaps, 


Gen,26.8, which text let a man interprete as he pleaſeth, 
I thinke chat in all chings for mans vſc, there is not onely 
a mecreneceſſitic giuen of God, bur allo a ſatietic permit= 
ted, not ſacuritic, which inthis kind is ſalacitic and proter- 
uious bechauionr, For if we muſt marrie in the Lord, as 
the Apoſtle there teacheth, then we muſt liue in the Lord, 
eucn keepe our bodies vndehiled members of Chrifts bo. 
dic, elſe we cannot glorifie him in bodic and ſpirit, 1.Cer, 
6,20, To conclude, to weigh this and all things mode- 
ratcly and indifferently by wiſedome , let vs note what 
the Apollle ſaith, r.Cor.10-13.There hath no textation taken 
Jon, but ſuch as appertaineth to man, Yct his mcaning is 
withall, that we ſhould aime at perfeRion in all things, 
Though God beare with our trailties and imperſeRQions, 
yer we mult not makea ſtand for all that, much lefſc grow 
remiſſe, but rather receiue comfort thereby,and thereupon 
encouragement in the way to perteQion, 

hom theu loweſt, Whom thou haſt and doeſt ſympa- 
thizc and affeR aboue all other women. Louc is the pro- 
creant and conſeruant cauſe of this comfortable liuing, 
W hat this loue is, the Apolile ſettcth forth by a compa. 
riſon of Chrifts loue towards his Church, which isallo il- 
luſtrated by the Zquall, he loued his Church as himſelfe, 
even ſo muſt men loue-eficir wiues, viz. as their owne bo- 
dics,Eph.5.25,8c, And this ſhaltthou doc, if thou deligh- 
teſt in her loue, (in the Lord) Prow.5.19.as the louing Hmd 
and pleaſant Roe loue their mates, if thou beeſt faithfull in 
regard of bodice and goods , that is, if thou liueſt onely to 
her, and for her in the Lord; ifthou prouideſt for her, and 
maintaineſt her without fraud, according to thy eſtate z if 
thou paſle(t by her infirmities, honouring her as the wea- 
ker vellell, and kindly cntertaineſt her triends for her 
ſake. | 

All the dayes, 9.d. Loue one another, and lie comfor- 
cably together as longas yeliue together, as well in old age 
aSin the lower of youth, —_— ia the fading as fran- 
nelle of beautic In that he ſaith, AN the dayer, it is cui- 
deat,that he meanes not Epicuriſh loue ( as ſome ng 


E 


Verſes. An Expoſition, or Chap.9. 
he ſpeakes all here in the perſon of the Epicure) which 


*proceedeth trom lult onely, and is grounded on outward 


beautie and meere fleſhly allurements, and vaniſh away 
with beautie, and that with youth, 

Of thy moſt vame life, T tis he aften repeateth to curbe 
and draw backe roauing fancies and groundletle jmagi- 
nations of | know not what happie contentation in this 
lite, which withhold a man from preſent duties, and pre- 
ſcene comtortable-yſe of things, and conſtancic, tormens« 
ting himtelfe wich diſcontentment and vaſetlednefle , and 
fo wants or fally enioyes not ſuch comforts or mitigati- 
ons of vanitic, as here by ſobrietie of wiſcdome may be 
had, 

Which he hath ginen thee vnder the Sunne. That is, which 
wife God hath giuen thee. A good wife is the gift of God, 
and of worldly comforts the chieteſt, Prow,18,: 2. Ari euill 
wite i3 a plague and ſcourge giuen of God to the wicked, 

All the dayes) that thou ſhouldlt live with her in godly 
loue and honeſtie, in comfortable ſocietie, as long as thou 
liveft, Of thy venitie) of this miſerable life , which to mi- 
tigate, God hath ordained this coniugall ſocieticzas a chicte 
remedie among others, 

For that is thy portion. An argument of confirmation, 
As he ſaid before, that the comfortable vie of worldly 
goods gotten with great labour, was the gift of God ,, or 
remedie to cheere the bodie in the vanitie rhereof, Chap. 3. 
13 and F.18. ſo here he ſaith, that the joytull,cheerfull, and 
comfortable vic of wedlockein the feare of God, is a mans 
portion, cuen the chickeſt and belt good of outward goods, 
which who ſo wants, he can have no ioy in any thing. For 
if in ripenetle of age he want this conivgal! comfort,” he 
is but halte himſelte; ſolitarie and mournetull, But if he be 
fellowed with a wicked woman , then he is euen no man, 
2nd wearie of hfe. 

In this life. Many men imagine to themſelues a more 
complete and full portion then this, whereof they make 
this to be but a patr, but yet it is theprincipallpart, and 
remaincth to man when other faile. For whether a man. be 

in 


| Verſe 10. Commentary o#E ccrus tas tus. Chap,s, 


in proſperitie or aduerlitie, in ſicknelle or health, this is a 
living comfort, euen a ſpecial] remedie , and vniverſall re- 
medie appliable to hint in euery Rate, The faithfulneile of 
Onids wite was an oncly and ſpeciall comfort to him in 
his baniſlmenrt, chough ſhe was at Rome, and he in Ponte, 
as diuers of his Epiſtles make manifeſt, 
And in thy labour, which thou takeſt under the Sumne. He 
faith not, this is the fruice or end of thy labour,which is the 
raiſe or life of {winiſh Epicures,whoſe labours are onely 
for bodily pleaſures,and pleaſuretheir whole felicitic ; bur 
mm thy labour, in ail thy traucls, troubles, ſorrowes, ſuffe- 
rings, this is arcmcdie, reliefe, ſuccour, when a man hath 
a prudent, faithfull, and loving fellow to compaſlionate 
and communicate with him. in euery ſtate and condition 
of life. | 


Verſe 10. Whatſoener thine hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might: for there is noworke, nor denice, nor knowl:dge, nor 
Wiſedome in the graue, whither thow goeſt, 


A _ particular of reloycing,is ſedulitie or diligence 
in a mans vocation, both in the workes of our Chris 
ſian calling,and of our particular calling. #hatſoexer thme 
hand fnderh to do, &c. God hach giuen a gift or talent to 
cuery man to be exerciſed therein, God layeth ſome work 
or bulineile before euery one: worke is prouided for him 
againſt his comming into the world: Ars /ongavira brems: 
Skill , knowledze or art is long or difficult, buſinelle is 
great, but life is ſhort and ſickly, time haſteth, and is irre« 
uocable. Therefore performe thy durie towards God , to- 
wards thy neighbours, towards thy ſelfe , without delay, 
while time and opportunitie laſtethz tor God hathrappoin- 
ted a conuenient ſeaſon for euecry thing , cuen the leaft 
thing. Thou haſt che gift, the worke, the time, the opportu- 
nitie and ſeaſon from [a obſerue and do thereafter, Then: 
ſhall every thing go well with thee, thou ſhale prevent ma- 
nifold croſles and hinderances,. thou ſhalt haue a quiet and 
p<aceable con{cience, and auoide this vanitie, eucn the pes 
naltic of idlcnelle, which is pouertie and ſorrow, and many 
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euills. For whereinſocuer we finoe;therein ſhall we be pu- 
niſhed; Thar is Gods vachangeable' deerce « Theretore 
{ayrh Slomon , the ſtrong man attaynerh toriches , and{o 
co what comforts riches may bring. Surely,whatſocuer be- 
falle:haman if it be not chrough his owne idleneſle and 
follic, itis not grieuous, bur he taketh itas from thehand 
ot God, and is well contented , being for his good fome 
way, and for Gods glory , asthe example of 1ob teſtifieth. 
Doubtlelle this was a great comfort to /vb in his extreami- 
tic, cuen the conſcience of hisinnocencie , linceritie and 
godly indeuors at all times, T his ſuſtained him againſt the 
temptations of Satan, of his kinsfolkes, and his wife, for at 
this time he was throughly tried, his comtort was onely in 
God, and his good contcience, : 

For there ts no worke , nor denice, &c- A confirmation, 
Thetime of working is inthis lfe, 1t ceaſeth in the graue. 
Heere may a man retoyce in his worke, but when the vighe 
cometh, a man leaucth working , and receiucth his wages; 
no man ſhall be benefited by thy workes, wiſedome, skill, 
or counſel], when thou art dead, neyther canſt chou praiſe 
God, nor glorifie him in the graue . For here is the time of 
viing, and beſtowing thole gifts that God hath giuen for 
his plorieinchis life. The ſoule mult be rewarded accord- 
ing toher workes done in the body, and by the body ; bue 
when the body is dead, the ſoule can worke no more for a 
reward. For herinſtrument wherewith ſhe worketh, is ta= 
ken away for ever , If the ſouleglorifie not God with the 
body and bodily things ( heare this yee Church. robbers, 
Bels, lexebels ) j: ſhall never glorific him in heauen!, bur 
deſcend: to him that is Lord of the flcſh and death. For the 
prophane and vncleane can haue ro fellowſhip with the 
Saints in gloric, becauſe they are no members of Chriſt his 
my {ticall body, they are in their menſtruous cloth, intheir 
blout, Exe. 16. 


Verſe 11. Iretwrned and [awe wxder the Sunne, that the race 
5% not to the ſwift, nor the battell to the trong , neither yet 
bread to the wiſe , nor yet riches 10 men of vuderitanding, 

| ner 


nor Jet {anour to men of thill, but tinse and chance happeneth 
tothem all, | 


© + H E fſecondexample of induQtion'of the euent of the 
deedes and indeuours of men, evincing thar nothing 
15 in our power, butall-is ir the hand of G6d;Fer/e 11,12, 
I rettrned,) whereas I ſaid before; that fedulitic 2nd gili- 
gence isa meanes toauoyde or mitigate many Vaniticsand 
euills, whereby to obtaine ſome contentation of minde in 
this vainelife, it is not fo to be vnderftood as that a man 
can by his owne indeuour obtaine it, neyther yetts hee ro 
place any confidence inhis gift or diligence, for they ſhail 
be either fruicfull or fruitleſſe ro him, as pleafctl God. For' 
this is certaine that therejis no certainetie in any thing, that 
man might feare God and onely depend on him, and 
know thzt whatſoeuer ke is,or hathzitis Gods;and fr Gods 
diſpoſing ro his owne glorie, who will do with his veſſells 
what pleaſeth him, he  aovags thee, and w{cth thee in bis 
wiſedome according to his owne will 7 bur the vyaine ima« 
ginations of man arc infinite, / returned and ſaw tvhder the” 
Sunne, Acontirmation of that-which follgweth by the tee 
ſtimony of his owne obſervation. Thatthe rate i not tothe 
{rife, &c. This haue I conſidered; that the vic of thoſe fa- 
culties of body and minde , which God hath*beftwed on” 
man, eytherin his birth, or by his induſtry, is not i:1 mans 
power. Forthe race is not to the {witt , nor battell to the: 
ſtrong. Againe,ifa man being indued with cheſ>faculties, 
doth aifo vie thern, and vſe chem well; 'yer the profire and 
fruit-thereof is nut in the power of him that-vſett- them 
rightly, For doe we not ſee that bread is ſoinetimes wan, 
ting rothe wiſe , mSney, mente, drinke;/ant spparre'l toi 
the learned, wealth to the prudent ad men of vaderſtan« 
ding. fauaur and grace to men of learfing andskilf? Ther- 
fore both the facnl:ie and gift it ſeife , the exerciſe of the- 
gift, andthe benefic of the exerciſe is'to be referredto God, 
who is the author-and diſpoſer of all gifts and euenes,” Sure-" 
ly, this {cemeth co bea great: vanitie arid grieuons ts carnaM; 
reaſon, that the ſwift ſliould looſerhe benefit of the —_ 
anotner 
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Verſe 17, An Expoſuion, or Chap.s 


another that ſitteth Rill receiue itz that-the ſtrong man, 
ſhould looſe the reward of the battel,and the wiſe man who 
procureth much good vato others, ſhon!'d want neceſſary 
toode and rayment; that the prudent and man of counlell, 
by whom publique and priuate ſtates are ſercied , ypheld, 
and a:alatained, ſhould want riches, and that mes of skill, 
ſhould want gocd will and faucur , Apgaine, the {wifteſt 
man ſometimes in running, looſeth the race, the ſtrong ar= 
mielooſeth the battell, S0 Abraham with his three hundred 
ſeruants put foure Kings to flight, Geneſ. 14, Gedeon with 
the ſound of Trumpets murdered the hoſte of the Madia= 
nites, /ndges 7, Daxid (lew the Giant Goliah, 1.King, 17. 
Leonidas with fixe hundred men maſlacred five hundred 
thouſand of Xerxes hofte . Tomyrs Queene of Scytbia, de- 


. uoured vp the whole hoſte of Cyr#4, whoſe force Babylon 


could not relilt. So Iadas MMaccabexs cut downe his [trong 
caemies on cuery fide , What ſhould I ſpeake of the Pro- 
phets of Chriſt, and che Apoſtles the lighes and life of the 
world 2 What was the reward of their wikedome, their gifts 
and labours > And why? Becauſe dogges muſt haue meate 
kowſocuer,gluttons muſt ſurcharge their tomacks, whores 
mutt ride in coaches, and fare deliciouſly, and goe ſumptu- 
ouſly; ſcuballs, that doe nothing but deuiſe how to grace 
a lulifull corps are thought worthy of any thing, of all they 
hauc, be it never ſo much, But Chrilt in his Miniſters,as he 
was in his owne perſon, mult be expoicd to derifion and 
contempt; any thing is enough for a Prieſt, they muſt want 
necellarics in their greateſt labours , as the 1ſraclices did in 
E gypt. But Bel,and /ezebel,&lay Impropriators areſuper- 
fluous enough;butwhercin they ſinne, therein ſha!l chey be 
puniſhed , let all men obſerue how they proſper , or whe- 
ther he depriue themefhis grace, at leaſt of continuance of 
temporal] bleſlings, as they with-hold his coate trom him, 
and ſhare itamong them, Let,] ſay,eucry man of wiſdome 
note this, andclien tell me how many eſcape vengeance. 
MiniRers mutt worke on the weekeday for necctlary food 
(to make their title of Gentlemen ridiculous) & carne with 
great pains the other halle of their gawae, it they cangand 


ſpend 
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ſpend their ſtrength on the Sabbath day , while greedy Be! 
is all for his body, to make it fat and ſhining,,and /ezebet 
for the ſhew : yet they (it with bookes in their hands, as 
in Ezechielstime, they can reade and talke to pride in their 
wits, their talking is but the crackling of thornes vader a 
pot. For the one taketh away the Miniſters food to giue ir 
to dogs, and feed horſes, and for voluptuous liuing 3 and 
the other plucks off his coare, to further the dramaitſing of 
a carrion-1doll, But if he will pleaſe Be/,and admire Texe- 
bel, (for ſhe lookes about to ſee who lookes on her) then 
he ſhall be allowed ſomewhat, the crummes vnder their ra- 
ble, a dinner or a ſupper, to ſee and praiſe their finenelle, 
and to be blinded a Marthaes courteſie, Bel and 'Jeze- 
b:1 are the moderators and cenſurers of his Sermons, if the 
fiyle and phraſe be right, (that is, nothing to the purpoſe) 
the good leruant ſhall enter into the ioy of his maiſter and 
mitreſle. Srat fixwm, the corpſe is the Idoll that now mult 
be adored and glorified, The Pricſt muſt Roupe and yeeld 
his necke: why? becauſe the Frier domineered. Is there no 
difference betweene ſtaring and ſtarke mad? Stwlti drums vi- 
tant vitia in contraria currant tandem comcidunt.As good 
che Frier, as the Atheiſt ; as good Baal ſtill,as the Calues of 
Bethel and Bet: as good the better extreame, as the worie, 
if we malt needs be in extreames z as good and better Su- 
perſtition then Atheiſme . If we beate the diuell our at the 
fore doore, and let him in at the backe doore,what are we 
the better? There muſt be a 1«das and an Antichriſt , even 
ſo mult there be an Atheiſt that can yſethe Scripture poli- 
tickly, or Turklike frame a religion and conſcience to him 
ſclfe,acoording to his luſts out of all opindoae. 2d that he 
will bee a Papiſt, for thisaPuritan, for that a Browniſt, 
forthis an Anabaptiſt, or Familiſt, &c.and for all a foole 
and a beaft, 

Bat time and chance commeth to them all. The time of ti- 
fing, falling, aduaucement, deicRtion , fguonr , diſgrace, 
plentie, ſcarcitie,&c. come to al , even to the wileſt and 
molt prouidenr, according to. the appointment of God ir 
his prouidence, whoſe wayes and mcancs of effeRing as 
workes 


6? Vale Th- a, » An Fxpo{tion, QF» 1 xy 6 


Chap.9r 


workes arc ynſearchabie; The old world knew not, thair 
time of vation, Sodome knew nat her time, leruialem 
knew nother time, Babylon knew'not her.gimegthe Whore 
of Babylon, knoweth not hertime till ſke be troden ypder 
tote 26 dung neither ſhall the laſt cad of the worid know 
their time, Andavit is in viſitations and indgements, .ſo 
is it a1ſo10, mercicsand deliverances, that men might here» 
by be taught to feare God and depend willy on hin, 

And theyre commeth to them all... It is chance in, relpe& 
of vs, who are ignarant of caufes,and improuidents noe in, 
reipe& of God, who deth. all his workes in witedome , ac! 
cording to the cterna)] countell of his will, and fromwhom 
no ſecret is hid, himſelfe being the orderer cucn of all egill 
ſecrets to his awnge glory and good, of hiselect. Therefore 
roGcd thereis nothing chancefull or fydden ,, but to, vs 
all things arc ynccrcaine, and chance bringeth to palile (uch 
eftcs,z5 by all our owne firength and wiledome could ne- 
ner hauc beac cfieRed ; yea oft times what we by our filly 
witedome, and, inlufficient (ſtrength) are. plodeing abou, 
chauce. notably cff:Qerh , Yer are,we, not to gelpile. the 
meanesand gitts of God,, no more. then the hugbagdman 
negleRerh the times, tooles and means of. caring aud rea= 
ping. But we arc hercby tavught,that although a man hath 

all gifts. and meanes, yet he mult commit the bleſhog and 
luccelic thereof to God, HUGE | | 


Verle 12, For mar allo knoweth not his time, as the fiſhes that 

47 taken in an euill net, aud as the birds that are caught in 
the ſuarts, ſe ere the ens of men ſnared in ancuill teme when 
, It falerhgudgenty vpen thern, r - Rep | 
| A Coificmation orreaſon of the former example of in- 
£{ XA duction. For man alſo knoweth not his time. Theſe words 
ſeee to. be 2 compariſon from the equals. Man is ſo farre 
from having aty power or command of, himſclie. in the 
things afore{ad, that heknoweth not what ſhiall happzn 
jo him in any time, day, or houre, no more then other 
creatures, This he illy (rateth by a ſigilicudey the prota/is 
or 


Verſe 12. Commentaryon Eccinsrastas, Chap,g; 
or fition whereof is double: As the fiſhes are taben 
Sn = ty net, and as the birds that are caught ms rally 
apodoſis or redition: So are the ſonnes of men ſnared in an exill 
rime.The fiſhes in their kinds are wite and prouident, ſuſpt 
tious and cautelous, dreading many euils, and anoiding ma- 
ny dangers. For as they are cunning to in{nareand deuoure 
one another, fo are they ſubrill to preuent cuils, and de- 
fend themſclues, and ro prouide and gather foode for the 
preſeruation of their kinde, The like may bce alſo aide of 
birds. But whereas all things are vnderthe power and do- 
minion-of man, created for his ſcruice, aad therefore hath 
alſo vnderſta;:ding and knowledge giuen him to ſeruc him- 
ſelfe of the creatures,though they be highin the aire aboue 
him, and deepc in the waters beneath him, and farre in the 
forreſt from him, all out of his reach, giuing him as it were 
the farewell, and bidding defiance to him, as being in their 
owne power and hauing nothing to do with him, nor he 
with them, as.they imagine; yetcan they not eſcape his 
hard,nor auoide his power, becauſe the decrre mult ſtand, 
Gent.28.Be fruufall, and repleniſh the earth, and ſubane it, 
and hane dominion ouer the fiſh of the ſea, and ouer the fowle of 
the aire, and ouer euery lining thing that moneth on the earth, 
Therfore cannot that which is in the depth of che aire,nor in 
the height of the ſeas, norin the far corners of the wilder. 
netle, nor that buildeth in rockes and tops of trees, nor thar 
is hidden. in the thicke buſhes and hollow trezs, nor that 
lurketh in dens and caues of the carth, nor which is bedded 
in the mud and rootesof flags, nothing can eſcape his nets, 
grins, hookes, bates , but they are taken voawares, they 
know not how, nor by whom, they willingly runne their 
heads into the net, their feete into the ſnare, their iawes 10 
the hookez: all which traps they cither ſee or diſcerne not, 
or elſe they are fo prinily layed and diſguiſed, that they ſee 
not, For man is wiſer then beaſts,he comprehendeti them, 
but they cannot comprehend him, As the ſoule of man ex. 
ceedeth beaſts, ſo doth God exceed men: yer like beaſts, 
they thinke that they are far out. of his ſight; hee is in the 
height of heauen, they arc in the depth and lower parts of 
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theearth, they are concred with the clouds, as Adam was 
hid from him in the thickets of the garden, Ger,3.10, as at 
the day of judgement they ſhall runne into caues and holes 
of the rockes to hide them , and vnder the bottomes of 
mountaines if it were poſlible z yea and they coger with a 
coucring, hiding their counſels deepe from the Lord , and 
keeping cloſe their deuice in the bottome of their heare 
from the Lord.They neuer thinke of him, nor know him, 
though he walke ia che midſt of them, no more then wilde 
beaſts, wilde foule and fiſhes know man their ſoueraigne, 
being alwayes among them, and in their ſight , but they 
diſcerne him not, For though the wittic wicked thinke 
himſelfe to be the wiſeſt,yethe is a foole, P/al.14.1. and a 
beaſt. And of foule, beats and fiſhes there is a generoſi- 
tie and a ruſticitie, an innocencie and a cruelcie, yet all is 
beaſt, God comprehendeth man, and allthings, but he!is 
infinite, and comprehended of nothing, The ſubtilty of the 
wicked 'is but fooliſhneſle, he puts his foore into the trap, 
his heelc into the grin, his necke into the ſnare, with pro- 
uidence and cunning, as thegreedy fiſh and rauenous foule, 
that hee alone may ſwallow vp all the hooke into his 
throategand be firſt taken, He diggeth vp a pit,and fallerh 
into it himſelfe ; he hideth his trap priuiſy, and his owne 
foote is takeo, He imagineth that all things muſt giue way 
to his wiſedome and counſel}, forGod is not in all his 
thoughts: but when he leaſt ſuſpeReth:, God that is grea« 
rer then he z whoſe power, command, foueraigntie and 
lory he neuer regarded, (triketh him ſuddenly, and intan- 
gleth him in his owne nets and traps. Sennacherib, Antia- 
chus, Nabuchadnezzar, Alexander,were become Behemotbs 
and Lewiatbans, Elephants and Whales,ſurpaſſing the com- 
mon condition of men, Heroes, or Demi-godsz ſwords, 
ſtaucs, kookes, lines, ſnarcs, nets, were but {ticks and cob. 
webs: but in their greateſt rage and tumult he patteth his 
hooke into their noſes, and turneth them about with his 
bridle, Eſa.37-29. The wicked conceiue miſchiefe, and 
bring forth iviquigie, and their belly prepareth deceit, 7b 
15.35. as did Achitophel, Haman, Indas, &c, but they (ud. 
| enly 
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genly periſh,and come to a fearefull erid. For there is 2 
ſnare in the proſpericie-and hopes of the wicked, They are 
trap-makers and ſnarc-ſetters tor others, -and' others for 
them, For ſoare the wits of the wicked exercifed all their 
dayes. They walke about withiſnaresand nets, and walke 
among ſnares & traps, Now are they takE ſuddenly in their 
owne, now ſuddenly in other menF#, !They are prevented 
by ſudden death, asthe varipe grape is ſhaken off, and the 
flower of the olive with a ftormie blaſt or nipping Eaſt 
winde, and their glorious verdure is withered in a mo» 
ment, as the joyous andluxurious graine is blaſted with 
lightning. Ammon periſhed when his heart was merry with 
wine,2. Sam.13.29. Belteſhazzar periſhed ſuddenly in the 
night ofa feſtiuall day, Dan.6.30, Nabuchadnezzarin the 
ſame hourethat he exalted himſelfe aboye all power, was 
diſrobed of his royaltic , turned intoa beaſt, -and driuen 
ourfrom amongſt men, Therichman, inthe ſame nighe 
that he bleſſed himſelfe in the review of his worldly polle(- 
ſions, was carried away to hell, The old world was ſwept 
all away with the Houd, when they were cating, drinking, 
feaſting, marrying, So were the Sodomites in a'moraing, 
when they were-ready to rife from nightly venery to a- 
dorne their proud corpſe for mectings,to cating, drinking, 
gaming4to prouoke to luſt, and to make themſelues ftrong 
for luſt. For they were rich, and deſpiſed the poore , they 
werefarting full, and ſpuing full, proud beafts, they regar- 
ded not the afflitions of Toſeph, bur were cryell, and mad 
againſt choſe that reproved them,as their dealings and ipec- 
chesto Lot doteſtitie. We in thisland are growing into 
this veine,to be crafty and proud donaughts, the child tea- 
ching the father, being it ſelfe reprobate ro cucty good 
worke, 


Verſe 13. This wiſedome haue 1 ſeene alſo vnder the Sunne, 
and it ſeemed great unto me, 


"3 He third example of, induQtion of the cuent of coun- 
| 4 felsand wifkedome; the vanitie whereof ( to carnall 
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244 Verſe 14.15. An Ex poſition, or Chap 9. 
reaſon) ſheweth the voknowne and deepe wiſedome of 
God, who moſt wiſely, and tothe beſt ends ordercth and 
diſpoſeth the ſame. Whereas hee fayd before, that bread 
was not to the wife, nor richesto men of ynderſtanding, 

which was a ſpeciall and remarkeable vanity , hereturneth 
to a better review Guy , andexpreſleth it at large vnder 
a Parable . Wherein'-is by an Hyporypoſir , or lively de- 
ſcription plainly ſet-forth beforc'our cies, |t conſifts of two 
partes , of aPreface, andofa Narration, The Preface as 
in this verſe; 7his wiſedome baxe 1 ſeene alſo,&c,This worke 
of Gods wiſedome doe I alſo obſerue, andit is athing not 
vn-uſuall , butit is to mans reaſon (trange and wonderfull, | 
Firſt, that a man of counſell and wiſedome ſhould bepoore. - f 
Secondly , that the benefit and vſe of his wiſedome ſhould E 
rcdeund to the vnthankefull, who being proteed and in» 
riched by his wiſedome, ſhould notwithRanding leaue him 
deſtitute, and let himliue in pouertie ill, Which thing is 
euery where now adayesverified in many worthy feruants 
of Chriſt, whoſe paines in the Goſpel is of great deſert,and 
the benefit thereot incſtimable. 
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Verle 14. There was a little Citie,and few men within it : and ; 
there came 4a great King againit it, and beſieged it, and built ; 
great bulwarkes againſt it, 's 

Verle 15. Now there was found init a poore wiſe man , and he F: 
by bus wiſedome delinered the Citie , yet no man remembred j 
that ſame poore mat. 

H E Narration or Parable it ſelfe in theſe two verſes, ; 

| There was 4 Citie; little in it ſelfe,and the Inhabitants F 

were few. It was neyther fortified with Towers, Caſtles, ; 

; firong Walls , nor Gates of ſtrength, nor yet prouided of 

men «nd munition forthe battell. And a powerfull King 
came againſt it with a great army : hee layd liegetoit, and 
built great bulwarkes again(t it , and made engines to bat- j 
r:rit downe ypon them, Now amongelt all therich, the | 
ſtrong, the honourable, there was found a man of a verie 
mcanec eſtate (as God beftoweth his gifts as pleaſeth bim on | 
the poore, andthe young, [ob 32. 8.9.) but yeta man of 
_ wiſedome, 
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wiſedome, iudgement, and counſell, who by his wiſzdome 
delivered this Citie, Euery man cooke notice of him, for 
they were in great fear? and deſpaire; and they were all par- 
takers of this beaefit, Their wives and children , liues and 
g00\ls were preſerued by the wiſedome of this poore man. 
But what was the event of his gift, and praRtiſe of his gift £ 
What fruit redounded thereby to himſclies 
There was no man that remem.bred that poore man, Both 
they and all that ever they had were in his hands; they re- 
eciucd life and goods of him , for by his counſel be pulled 
the City out of the jawes of the enemy , who wasready to 
ſwallow it vp at once, whereas he might haue eſcaped free 
himſelfe and left them deſolace. Yet for allthis, as Nabal 
dealc with Dawid, they regarded him not. For having ob- 
rained what they delired, they let him ſhift for himſelte, 8s 
wicked hypocrites vie to deale wich cheir painfull teachers, 
235 they doe with their empticd figgeefrayles, they forgot 
bim, and tooke nonotice afterwards of him. So the But- 
ter of Pharaoh, being ſet at liberty , forgot the affliionof 
his fellow priſoner Zoſeph. Darid was ill rewarded by Sazl, 
who of enuy , becauſe the women ſung Anthemes of that 
worthy and wonderfull conqueſt of Go/rah, perſecuted him 
witha wicked cyc , Chriſt was ill rewarded by the nine 
Lepers, who being cleanſed of that grieuous diſcaſe, would 
not re:urne to give him ſo much as bare thankes, not fo 
much as to acknowledge tlie benefir,, But he was worſe re- 
warded by him that being afflitted with an iofirmity thir- 
ty and eight p___ 5.who after that he was cured,diſco- 
uzred him to his enemies that ſought his life , ver/e 15. For 
he fearing the cruelty of the Pharthies reprouing him, verſe 
x0, reſp:Red his. owneſafety , asit may ſeeme. And the 
Pi:lars of our peace, plenty, and ſecurity in this Land, I doe 
meane, godly, painefull and profitable teachers are of ma= 
ny little regarded, Yea many liue in begeery , and worke 
for their livings, tHe proud epicuriſh laitie reioycing there= 
at. Judge as yee will, yee ſwiniſh. Gadarenes, thele deſpi- 
cable ones arethe pillars of your happinefle, not your cur- 
kd wiſedome ia making the fine great, and rent ſma'l. ro 
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Verſe 15. Commentary on Eccrisiasrtts. Chap.s. 245 


246 Verle16, An Ex poſition, or Chap g. 


defeaterhem of their right, nor your manifold {ubtilcies to 
Cimin ſh the chippings, and parings, and {mall bitlockes, 
when ye haue already got the whole loaf. 


Verſe 15. Then ſaid I, wiſedome ts better then flrengthewcency- 
theleſſe the poore mans wiſedome ts deſpiſed, and his words 
are not beard, 


N amplification of the Parable by a ConſeQary , ſhew- 
Ao, the excellence of wiledome , and vic thcreof ,-in 
whomloeuer it is, though the common ſort recipe perſons 

ind outward appearances, and admiring th2 rich and the 
r02,deſpile the lame,or haue it ſmailin account. T hes ſaid 
1, when 1 faw that (trength, multitude, riches, nobility, had 
no power in themto benehit the owners thereof in their 
oreateſt want, nor to deliuer them out of iminent danger, 
but a poore man deſtitute of theſe helpes did it by wiſe» 
dome; Then [I /awe, I gathered by gocd conſequence,and 
learned, and allo teach others what the excellence and dig- 
nitic of wiſcdsme is, and how that it is to be {ought for, 
and imbraced aboue all other deſirable things, 

Wiſedome ts better then ſtrength, Anilluſftration. of the ex= 
cellence of wiſedome by an argument of the Leſſe.Strcength 
isa thing admired and deſtred of all; the firong man glo- 
rieth,, and ſecureth himſclte in his ftrength, as did Goliah, 
but wiſedome is better and a ſtronger defence. Samſon was 
ſtrong, yet was hee ouercome by the ſubtil:y of a woman. 
eAbimmelech was Rirong, yeta woman vnawares ſlew him 
with a pzece of a Mill-ſtone, Indges 9.53. and ſo dcliucred 
the City, Cyrus was RRrong, yet by.the ſubtilty of a woman 
- (as Stories report) was he and euery man of his great army 
ſlayne; and ſo was Holefernes allo, and his murdering holte 
ſhorne vp, eAhabtrulted more to his ſtrength thenco the 
counlell of Xicah, therefere 2 periſhed. Zedekeab and his 
Princes trulted to theirfirength, and deſpiſed the counſell 
of leremie, therefore was he and his Princes ſlayne, Ternſa- 
tem ſacked and ſet on fire. Nabuchadnezar refuſed the coun 
ſell of Daniel, and boaſted in the defence of _ , and 
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Verſe 7. Commentary on Ec cLns1asTtas. Chap.16. 


ſtrength of his ſouldiers; and ſo did Beltſhazzar alſo, and 
Xerxes, of whom 1 {pake before, but their ſtrength helped 
them not, as Daxid laith. 

Though the poore mans wiſedome be d:ſpiſed, Though the 
common ſort which 1s brutiſh, efteeming Rrength, beauty, 
wealch, apparell, &c, the moſt defirable things, becauſe 
they {crue for the feeding and pampering of the H:ſh, doe 
lightly regard, y*a deſpile wiſedome, eſpecially in him thar 
doth wantcheſe outward things, y«t is he better then they, 
as appeareth by his example afore mentioned. 

And hu words be not heard, A baſe conditioned perſon is 
honoured for his riches and apparell ſake ; and the {pcech 
of a foole in the place of honour,is applauded, Externa per. 
ſone dignitas conciliat dignitatem orationi, Haman was ho- 
noured, but not of Mordecas ; and the mad common peo- 
ple dazled with the royall a»parell of the foxe Hered,cryed, 
The woice of God,and not of man; but yer Chriſt gaue no ſaci 
teſtimony of him, but as he was a bealt, ſo [ic elteemed him, 
Sodealt the Prophets alſo withthe wicked; and $,1chn ter- 
meth Antichriſt a Beaſt and a Dragon, to whom the wic- 
ked hypocrites attributetitle of Lord God the Pope, S, Paul 
likened the High prieſt to a white wall; and Daxid the 
wicked Princes to do2s and bulls : but all rhcfe tad the {pi- 
rit of propheſie and diſcerning, 

But the wiſcdome of 4 poore man ts not heard. The rich 
doth wrong, and is not reproued, and vttereth folly. and is 


praiſed: the poore man doth right and is not fazoured, he. 


vttereth wiſedome, and they ſay, What fellow is this? When 
as Chriſt taught in the Temp!e,/ob.7.14.15.they ſay, How 
knoweth he the Scripture, ſecing hs neuer learned? Here is a 
miracle, a plaine euidence of diuvive power and extraordi- 
nary wiſe4ome; yet they lightly patle by it, for they ijud- 


ved according to his outward appearance, verſ.14. They | 


knew wheace he was,ſp:aking contegptibly,ver/.27. S0 
when he taught ina Synagogues 1ark,5.2.3, wileſt their 


mindes were fixed on his ſpeeches, (tor the nonelty of his 


dorine wrought attention) they ſay, /Fhnce havh he thoſe 


things? What wiſcdome us this that is given him? Bat when his 
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pouerty, and meanneſle of his education, trede-, parents, 
kinsfolks come into their mindes, they are offended , they 
ye:1d no horour, aftoord no entertainment, they bcleeue 
nothing , butturne about to their ode bialle. So Pals 
Goſpel is &cſpiſed of the flanting Preachers of Corinth, bee 
caule his bocily preſence was weake,and his Sermons with- 
out Philoſophy and hetoricke. He was poorej, humble, 
{pirituall, So do our fAlanting bailges now acayes. that ſuite 
themſelues to mens humours, admiring p:rſo:s for aduan» 
tage, and make themſelues as ſtrange ro thcir brethren, as 
Ruffians do tothe graue,wiſe and ancient. They ſhew what 
ſpirit chey are of, and which way they came 141, 


Verſe 17. Tye words of wiſe men are heard in quiet more then 
the crie of him that rulcth among fooles, 

' A. Nother compariſon of the Zefe, toilluflrate the ex 
Accel nce of wiledome, or dignitic of the wiſe mans 
ſpeeches,theugh his words comonly be not heard. F6r this 
verle hath reference to the laſt words before. The loud 
noiſe & thundering words of a proud and wrathful gouer- 
nour, among ſuch like as himſelfe, ignorant, foolith and 
paſſionate, ace heard, For terrible and ſounding words 
moſt afte& che rude and paſſionate. But the words of a 
wile man in quict, namely of a pore or mcanc man that 
hath no commanding power, but is ſubmiſſe, humble, and 
ſpcaketh vnder correRion, not .proudly and peremptorily, 
arc to be heard before him, For pride, ftomachfulncfle, hea« 
dineile, wilfulactle and preſumpruousfoole-harincfle a- 
uaile lictle;butthings are rightly and cafily eff:Qed by wiſcs 
dome: great weights arecalily moucd and remoued by the 
dcuice of engines, which to plaine trength areimpoſlible, 

T he great words, great [trength and power of Xerxes was 

nothing good to but to dig down mauntains,to make neae 

rer pa{lages of rivers, and to drinke riuers dry, as it is re» 
coruved of his hoaſt, For Leonidas with few words, and no 

noiſe, and fer men ſurpriſed him, as being a Whale onthe 
fanvs, and the ioynilelle beaſt Ace leaning to a tree almoſt 
| lawns 


Verle 18. Commentary on Ecctastastas, Chap.s, 


ſawne through; for theſe are taken by wiſedome , not 
by ſtrength. The ſubmille words of a poore man ſpeak- 
ing withg ood vnderftanding, are rather to be heard of go- 
ucrnors and honorable men, then are the boiſterous words 
of the proud and fooliſh among fooles, For the matters of 
the world are ordered by the wiſedome of God , which he 
rcucaleth to whom he will, without reſpeR of perſons : for 
he reſpeReth his glory onely . Therefore ihe regardeth the 
lowlinelle of the poore, and ſer:deth therich empty away, 


He deip:ſ{cth not the poore for his ponertie, nor accepteth 


the perſon of the rich to giue him wiſedome,&c. becauſe of 
his riches, though the rich foole arrogatcth all ro himſelfe, 
taqua propris inre. All this is euident byche parable aforcſaid, 


Verſe 18. Wiſedome 5s better then weapons of warre : but one 
ſonner deftroyeth munch goed, 


Third compatiſon to illuſtrate the excellencie of wiſe= 

dome. Weapons and engines auaile much in'warres, 
for no warre is made-without them; but let them be as 
good and as ſtrong as they can be, yet wiſedome is ſtron- 
ger. For where wiſedome is wanting, weapons are as rea- 
dy to turne thcir points 'vpen their maiſters, as againſt the 
enemies , as the Madianites did, and as the lewes in the 
laſt ſiege and ver overthrow of Ieruſalem and their whole 
nation did, This is a thing confetled of cucry good warrier, 
that weapons are nothing without wiſedome and countell, 
and that wiſedome giveth the dead blow, as T xliy ſaith, 
Parna ſunt ſorts armaz nift eſt confilium domi; and not Achil. 
lcs,but Jyſſes is terme« Foliporthos, the ſacker cf cities, One 
wiſe Commander is batter then many fighting men. The 
Lion that is Leader or Captaine of Harts, is better then an 
Hart that is Captaine and Leader of Lions. Therefore the 
ſilence of wiſe dome is better then thenoitle of 'trength ,) If 
the ſhip bc no: gouerned by tl;c skiltull Pilot , the rowers 
ſhall by their tt evgth but 1unne her on the rockes and into 
the ſands. ? h:refere !.ethar ſicceth at the ſterne,a:1d diſcer« 
neth che coalls, bringeth the ſhip tothe hauen rather then 
| the 
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Verſe 18. An Expoſition, or Chap.9. 


the mariners. And this was the glory of the Romanes, 
that they conquered the world by wiledom,not by ſtrength. 
The Romanes were ciuill and prudent, other nations bar. 
barous and ſtrong. If beaſts knew their ſtrength,they would 
b-arc rule overman, and bring him into ſubieCtion vnder 
thein; to labour for them as they go for him , and would 
prey vpon him. It Ab/o/on had obeyed the counſell of 4chi- 
rophcl,z2.Sam.17.142.3.he had preuailed againſt Daxid; but 
being yong and heady, ſtrong and furi»vs, ſuchlike vio- 
lent courics beſt pleaſed him, For when Haſhai told him of 
a hoa{t like the (ſands of the fea ſhore for multitude, and 
that it ſhould fall on Daxia and his men like dew, not lea- 
uivg a man alive, and that they would draw downe cities 
withropes into the river, not lcauing one ſtone behinde 
thei, he preferred this violent fury before the murdering 
counſell of Achitophel, For the Lord had appointed to de- 
teate the good counſell of Achitophet, that he might turns 
Abſelons fooliſh ſtrength againlt himſelfe . If Rehoboam 
had followed the ſage counlell of the Ancients, and not 
eaken the violent courles of the yong men, he had not loſt 
ten parts of his kingdome. 

And one fmner deſtroyeth much good, The Hebrew is Vecho- 
zea, that is, one declining, diverting, aberring from the 
right way or {traight courte into by-wayes, The words may 
be taken as a Confirmation of the former ſentence concers 
ning the excellency & neceſſity of wiſedeme in warres, He 
enat taileth butonce in policy or counſell through negle@, 
ſhall weaken his hoalt, and give advantage to the aduerſas 
ry, & haply loſeall his former viRories, as Hanmbal and Ats 
tilizcs Regwlis, and many more ſtout warrijers have dore 
Or rather: they are an explication or illuftration of wiſe-, 
dome, by a GdiltinRtion of wiſedome and wiſe men, For 
there is wiledome joyned with the {eare of God, common- 
ly called good wifedome ; and there is worldly craftinetle, 
which Saint James termeth,carthly (cyſnall,and dincllifh, Iam , 
3.15. and the ſonne of Sirach rermerh it,cxecrable malice, 
Such was the countell of Achitophel and Hered, This wile- 
dcme is ſerpertir.e and diabolicall, like thar of the High 

| prieſt, 


Verſe 18. Commentary on Ecelns1a8Tzis. Chap.g. 


prieſt, princes, and Phariſes againſt Chriſt,and his ſpirituall 
kingdome. It is ſuggeſted of luſt, and ingeſted of Sathan, 
One fioner deftroyeth much go0d,as one wiſeman,fear- 


ing God, doth much good, as the Parable afore ſhewed, 


and the example of good Obadiah and Job teſtific 3 and af 
Huſhai alſo, $0 againe, one fraudulent, crafty guilctull per- 
{on bringeth a curie vpon a whole common-wealth, as /c> 
roboam &id , whole execrable deuice , to tabliſh his king- 
dome; {ce 1,King. 12.26. tothe end, So Herod to flabhih 
himſclfcin his kingdome, {lewa'l the children in Beth/em, 
and the coaſts about, that were two yeares olde and ynder, 
Such were the plots of Abſolon againſt Dauid , of thekigh 
Pricſt,and princes of the Iewes againſt Chriſt, The one will 
geta kingdome by wicked wiſedome, and-the other pre- 
teruc their kingdome by wicked wiledome. Bur good is 
neither gotten norpreſerucd by evil}, For God wil be God, 
and glorified only, and man ſhall be a beaſt, The miſchi- 
uous imaginations of the wicked ſhall not proſper. Such is 
the wiſedome of Antichrilt, and to conclude, of the Diuell 
and a'l his children. All cuill proceedeth of them , and in 

the end falleth vpon them, as the dew that riſeth out of the 

ground, and falleth downe vpon the ground, Therefore, 

how profitable and wiſe ſoeuer the counſel ofa wicked man 

ſcemeth to be,yet giue nq care vnto him, though our {clues 

(bring evill ) are ever inclinable ro the worſe part. For his 

counſe)lsand doings (in the end) willmarre ell. He will-but 

ſhew foorth witty folly , and bring deſolation, ſhame, «nd 

perpetuall ignominy. A'l ſhall be jn the end but the crack= 

ling of thornes vnder a pot , For they do hatch Cockatrice 

egyges, and weauvethe Spiders web, 'Eſay 59.5, They are 

crafty fooles, hindering what goodthey can, arddoing c- 

vil, hurting mary, and killing themſelues. There is nothing 

jn them but ſcIfe-loue, pride, hatred, and mocking of them 

that are good, Land re wiſecome of God in his children 
which is humble and loviog, they defpile, and deride, cxal- 
ting and preferring their owne ſerpentine juttlet y, For they 
are of the Diuell, teeking their owne wils, luſts, and glory, 
not Gods, nor any mans good, 
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Verſe 1. An Expoſition, or Chap.10 
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CHAPTER X, 
Verſe 1. Dead flies cauſe the oywtment of the Apothecarie to 
ſend foorth a ſtinking [auonr : ſo doth alutle follie him, that 1s 


in reputation for wiſedome and honour. 


re 7 His Chapter hath two parts, Firſt, an exhorta- 
Yj tion to perſcuerancein wiſdome,verſes 1.2.3. 

ls 24 Secondly , a remedy againſt yanities in civill 
"4 | Vie gouernement by the direction of wiſedome ; 
A trom verſe 4.totheend, The Exhortation is 
inforced by an argument drawne «b incommodo , from the 
hurt , and inconuenience that ſhall follow vpon inconftan« 
cie, negligence, ur leuitie, | 
A lictle folly ſtaineth or diſgraceth him that is in repu- 
cation for wiſedome. Ic is illuſtrated by a limilitude of dead 
fics infeRing the Apothecaries ointment. As an oyntmeac 
made by th'art of theApothecary is eſteemd moſ precious, 
& d:fired of euery one, yet is it corrupted with a few dead 
flics , and contrarlly caſteth foorth a ſtinking ſayour that 
offcadeth the ſence: euen ſo a man that hath beenc highly 
clleemedfor his wiſedome , doth by a littleerrour, yet 1n- 
diſcreetly committed, loſe his former grace and reputation, 
A blacke ſpot in a white ſheete is ſeene of euery one, that 
can hardly diſcerne other colours ; and ſecret envy that is 
pur tofilence by the common fame and grace, yea and car- 
ried backe with the {way of the multitude, as the Shippe is 
with the Tide, breaketh foorth as waters when a ſma'l gap 
or breach is opened. And thisis alſo vanity. God is only 
good, only wiſc, and will be knowneto be ſo. If Salomos 
had not beene tempted to folly by his heatheniſh wiues,nor 
Tofrah giuen the bartell to Pharas , without asking counſell 
of the Lord, yer after-times ſhal bewray the ignorance and 
vaaitic of man y ſecing that that which ſcemerh to be both 
= wiſcly 


Verſe 2. Commentary on Eccuesiasrtes, Chap,nc, 


wiſely and well done for the preſent ro mans reaſon, j1atii a 
diucrs and contrary euent for want of wiſe prouidence, 
Therefore is God onely wiſe, onely goo#, Man mutt not 

; therefore be diſcouraged, but more carefully imitate him, 
and learne as children do of their parents, and as wiſedome 
hath taught vs, Adar.5,48.Be you perfett 52 your heanenty fa- 
ther us per fe ett, 


Verſe 2. A wiſe mans heart i at hu right hand : bat a fooles 
3 heart at huleft, 
ff verſe {erteth downe the meanes whereby to pre- 
uent and auoidethe blemiſh of folly,and ro maintaine 
{till the honourable reputation of wiſcdome. The meancs 
ts double, or hath two members. Firſt, the wiſe man is led 
and guided by vnderſtanding faccording to the fundamen» 
rall truth,or theright ground, of things.Secondly,if he erre, 
he {oone perceiueth it, and quickly recalleth and recouerech 
himſelfe, This is illuftrated by the contrary, arid both con- 
traries by a ſimilitude of the right hand and thelefr, A wiſe 
mans heart is at his right hand, The right hand is more 
ſtrong, agile and operatiue then theleft, therefore the arti» 
ficer handleth his toole,and worketh with it,and ſo procee- 
deth well, and bringeth his worke to perfeRion : bur if he 
ue but one ſtroke with the left hand he marreth his work; 
De the left hand is but anhelper or ſeruant attending on 
and gouerned by the right, Therefore theeye and minde 
of the worker, is euer at his right hand : ſo likewiſe ſound 
reaſon or good vnderſtanding is a mans right band, and his 
affeQionsare his left. The wiſe man is alwayes inclinable 
to good reaſon: hiseye, mind, hcarrt is altogether fixed on 
the ground of the truth,and thereafterhe wor keth and pro- 
c:edeth; and his affeRivons are but attendants and ſeruants 
to his wiſedome, which he hath at command : but if hee 
yeeld or give place but once to them, Peſſima ſuggerunt, 
they are brutall, he marrech all the ſplendour or grace of 
his worke, euen chat one ſtroke ſhall be a great biemiſh and 
eyc-lore, Let not him allo that can fundamentally and me- 
thodically carry his worke with him, interaungle a foo- 
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Verſe 3: An Expoſtion, or Chap.10 


liſh opinion or perſwaſion of another , leſt it be as brim- 
ſtone caſt into the Jake or veile} of the Alchymiſt among 
gold, whereby his worke is marred, Morcouer,a man is the 
right hand, woman is thelefr. For ſhe was created for an 
helper, an vpholder of the family, not an aRore: ( yet is 
ſome man left handed,) the prudent man oft times giuing 
placeto a woman, is as gold mingled with brimiftone, or 
as one that holdeth his worke in the right hand, and wore 
keth with the left. Adam, Solomon, Samſon, may be cxam- 
ples hereof; and if /ob had regarded bis wiues counſell , all 


his innocencie had bene vrterly corrupted,and his vpright- 


neſle perucrted , but the heart of a wiſe man is at bis right 
hand. The other member of the meanes is vnderſtood by 
anantapodoſis or ellipfis , and is gathered by the oppoſite, 
verſ.3. This is illuſtrated by the contrary practiſe of the 
foole. The heart of a-foole 15 at his left hand. The foole is 
carried with his affeRions, he is alwayes inclinable to fol- 
ly, a wicked anda yaine thing. ſoundeth belt in his cares, 
wiſedome cannot enter into his head , wholeſome inſtru- 
&ion he abhorreth . For he hath an cuill heart, vnpurged, 
vnhallowed, and therefore is he cuer inclined to the worſe 
part, His grounds arebtoken and confuſed, diſturbed, and 
ruled by his luſts, ſo arc his procecdings diſorderly, and 
bring forth vanitie, 


Verſe 3, Tea alſo when he that is a foole walketh by the wayg 


his wiſedome faileth him, and he ſaith to enery one that he 6:5 
4 foole, 


"': He ſecond member of contrary folly, ſeruing to illu- 
ſtrate the practiſe of wiſedome,or ſecond memberof 
the meanes, whereby the teputation of a wiſe man is pre- 
{erucd from blemiſh. Tea alſo when he that is a fooleye0. 
When a wicked man is entred into the way that his filthy 
luſts have drawne him into, then his heart faileth him, ho 
confiderethnort whence he is ſwarued, nor whither he ten- 
deth; but being proud and wilfull, he will neither reclaime 
himſelfe,nor be reclaimed by another,but ſaith to cucry = 

| ea 


that he isa foole, he declareth his folly, and maintaineth bis 
folly. He hath no delight in vnderftanding , but that his 
heart may diſcouer itſelfe, Prow.18.2. ſeeking out reaſons 
and excuſes for his folly, and giuing fooliſh anſwers to 
every thing 'that is obicRed againſt his folly , and alſo 
ſtrengthening himſelfe with the opinions and teſtimonies 
of ſuch like as himſelfe is, Whereas contrarily,the wiſe man 
preſently acknowledgeth, concealeth, and ſpeedily ſalucth 
his error, antequam in publicum exeat,before it breake forth, 
he killeth ic in the hatching. But the foole neuer ceaſcth till 
he fallinto veter obloquy and contempt, and in the end 
becomerh deſperate and ſhameletle, and as almoſt nothing 
offended at the reputation of a toole or wicked perſon, but 
oft times rather glorieth in it. Or, by way may be meant 
euery way wherin the foole walketh, & place where he is,he 
babbleth and declares his folly to cuery one where he com- 


meth, ſo that all men may lee his ignorance, wrathfulneſle, 


and wilfulneſle, 


Verſe 4. If the ſpirit of the ruler riſe vp againſt thee, leaue 
net thy place: for yeelding pacifieth great offences, 


HE beginneth the ſecond part of the Chapter, ſetting 
lowne a remedy or rule to arme a wan againſt yanis 
ties and miſeries incident to manin cimll gouzrnment. The 
contufions and diſorders thereof muſt be rightly conlides 
red by wiledome to the pacifying cf the mind, no! be op- 
poſed by contrary vanitie, ſeeiog that there is a wiſedome 
, of God in theſe yanities not vaine and vnreliſtable , The 
ſcope hereof is to teach mod:ſt and ſubmitfſe behaviour 1n 
witedome towards Princes: for they are either rhe fairhfull 
ſhepheards of God, or elſe the rods of his correRtion, If the 
[pirit of the ruler,&c, If the Ruler hath taken a diſpleaſure 
againſt thee, if his avger be kindled bgainſt thee, that hath 
authoriry and power ouer thee, leaue not thy place, oppoſe 
not diſpleaſure to difpleafare;though he be wrongfully CHt- 
pleaſed, go not ontofthis fight in anger, nor mouc thy ſclte 
fcom place to place, nor vic any geſture or countenancy 

as 
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Verſe 4. An Expoſition, or Chap.1o 
2s they docdhat are angry. Neyther rebell, nor ſhew rebel- 
lious Mpolitiov, bur contrarily (vnderſtood by anantape- 
dof; or ellipſis , moſt frequent in the Scriptures ) vie what 
meanes thou canſt to ſaue thy ſelfe, by ſaluing the wound, 
or vexed ſpirit of the Ruler. For yeelding pacsfieth great offen- 
cer, Heb ,marpeaci, that is, ſanRitie, lenitic, or healing (hall 
make great finnes or offences to cealc, ; 

T he precept is confirmed by three reaſons , The firſt is 
contained in theſe words drawne from the efteR of fub- 
miſſion, 'The ſecond from verſe 5, toverſe 12. The third, 
fromverle 12, to verſe 16, Concerning the firſt, yeelding 
is an acknowledging, ſubmiſhon and deprecation if a man 
be in an errour, or hauc iultly offended; alſo patience and 
forbearance if a'man be blameleile and innocent, For a 
Ruler erring is not to be conuiQted of errour and reproued 
oppolitiucly, which doth impayre his place and perſon, but 
vnder {ubieRion and correRion to be rightlier informed 
inthe matter or buſineſſe, And mis ſhall, in the end, giue 
great content, and bring thee into greater fauour then was 
the diſpleaſure , Whereas contrarily on the one ſide thou 
ſhouldelt prouoke him to deuiſe euill againſt chee, whilelt 
that he contendeth for his honour , or to quiet his minde 
by revenge; and onthe other (ide, inwrappe thy ſelfein 
endletle troubles by liniſter courſes, For hee is too high 
and heany for thee to contend againſt, 


Verl.5. There i; an euill which I haze ſeene vnder the Sunne 
as an errour which proceedeth from the Ruler. . 


A Second reaſon of the precept is, becauſe that by pa- 
£4” Xtient ſubmilſion the princes irc ſhall not only be hea- 
lcd and retracted from revenge, as was {aid before, bur al- 
ſo the ſubie&t ſhall preuent and auoyde many euills, thar 
through his ſiniſter courſes hee ſhould procure vnto him= 
ſelte,ro verſe rr, and afterwards be incuitable, verſe 11, 
This reaſon, asI thinke. is propounded by way of a com» 
plaint, Firſt , geuerally in thete three next verſes, the an- 
{yer wherof is illuſtrated by compariſons in the next mw re 
vcrices 


Ver.6. Commentary 0nE CCLus 1ASTE s, Chap,rot 


verſes after. Theres an enillwhich Iihawe- ſcene, bc, Thiere 
is a principall aad ſpeciall euill co be ſcene in*this diforde- 
red world , 4s 4z errour which proccedeth from the Ruler; an 
Bluſtration of this cuill by a compariſon of the like, As the 
errour of thePrince is a publique cuill redounding to the 


hurt of many, yea of the wltole Common-wealth, as hime 


{clfe is a publique perſon :1o is this alſo an euill very grie. 
uous, Whereby great calamitie often epſucth to men both 
in re{peQ of their perſons and citates, If any man vnder» 
Land this of the errourof Princes, Preferring vaworthy: 
and vnhit perſons to the place of dignitie, and magiltracie, 
which cauſeth much euill inthe kingdome z I eaſily yeeld 
tO if, is 
Verie 6, Folie i; ſet in great diguitie,' and the rich indowe 
paces 
Particular cxplication of the evill or- diforcer before 
Alcmmty propounded, and illuftrated in theſe. two 
verles ; \'Folls? # ſet in) dignttie or height ,. and. the rich" ms 
lawe place, Ballic, a Aetonywne of the edit, tor took? 
By foole, 1s not mcant him chat is deſtitute of reaſon of vn 
ce: ftanding, but hin eſpecially that having both, vſeth net- 
ether or abule:h both, As the fruit of cracke or cralis rea« 
ſon isfollie, ſo cf corrupt or. wicked rcaſon ailo, Thereis 
more hope of a foole then of him that:is wiltull in his 
way es, corrupt or wicked wit is woorſe then a weake vn=: 
derltanding. By Rich, is not meant wealthy, but rich in 
wiſedome, ynderſtanding, dilcretion and gitts to diſcharge 
the high calling ofa Prince or Ruler, avit z8ſaid,-that God 
gaue to Sartanother heatt; 1+S877, 10:9., and which was fi 
gured by the holy Oyle , whecewithrche'Kines of /{tazlls 
wereiannoynted-at their coronation, This is che-com- 
plaint of S«/omon; that vureaſonable, andreaſonletlc men 
ſhould fiton-the Throne,and the Bench, T hat ſuch ſhould. 
re3gne and {itn the place of. ludgementisthe tecretiudge-« 
ment ob God, :cicier becautc, people deſpiſe chegootnells 
of God in his ward, and to hee {erterhvenill princes or 
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Verley,  A®vExpoſttion,or Chap.1s 
Children to rule ouer them, or elſe for their tryal!, that their 
faith may,betried vader a wicked Ruler, Butit followeth 
not, as this complaint intimaterth, that eyther wicked or 
childiſh Princes ſhould bee (editiouſly thruſt our of their 

lace and office, as Chuldericke King of Frawnce is ſaydto 
bg beene by Pope Zacharie : For thar is nothing elſe bue 
to offer violence to God to pull the ſcourge out of his 
hand, which with patience we muſt beare . But wee muſt 
rather looke to the cauſe thereof , our ſinnes and hypocri- 
fies; wee muſt pray for pasience and repentance, and pare 
don, and ſo remoue evill with goud, and not contend a« 
gainſt Godto increaſe our miſeries, 


Verſe 7. 1 haxe ſeene ſernants vpon horſes, and Princes walk- 
ing as ſeruvn ts ypon the earth, 


BY ſeruants is meant vnworthy perſons , of baſe ſpirit, 
and roguiſh conditions, ſuch as arc enthralled to their 
Iuſts, ſuch as hate wiſedome, andinftruQtion, deſpiſers and 
mockersof godlinefſe, and them that are good, which if 

were but ſeperated from their riches and anthoririe, 
and their cloth taken from them,would be moſt contemp- 
tibledoc naughts of all other , Belialls, good for nothing 
atall, Yponborſes. Aduanced to honours, ſitting on the 
ſeate of iudgement, and place of iuſtice, abounding in 
wealth, faring deliciouſly, apparelled gorgeouſly,dwelling 
in ſumptuous houſes, ſtored with coſtly furniture, enjoy- 
ing the pleaſures ofthe world , as Job complayneth chapter 
21, Daxidin Pſat 73. and eAmos chap. 6. riding abroad 
on pleaſure, riding on ſtrong and ſhining horſes, riding in 
Coaches, hunting, and ſporting , intertayning and being 
intertayned ſfamptuoully. 

And Princes walking as ſeruants on the earth. That is to 
ſay, menoflearning , diſcretion, wiſedome, godlineſle, 
grauitie, wanting ſemblable mcate, drinke, apparell, build- 
ing, houſhold {toffe, lodging, friendſhip, and for wantof 
an horſe travelling on foote, like to labouring men and 
feruants, and working for want of neceſſary food and rai- 
ment , as the meancſt men doc, If this were —_— 
2 Churc 


Vers. Commentary 0uE cctus tasras, Chap.19+ 


Churchas well as in the Common=-weakh , it were more 
collerable . But berter it is to walke on foote to heauens 


" then to ride on horſe-backe to hell with the foole, 


Verſe 8. He that diggeth a pit ſhall fall into it, and who fo 
breaketh an bedge, « Serpent (ball bite bim, 


HE anſwer to this complaine is contayned in theſe 
| 4 next foure verſes, expreſling the cuill chat a diſconten= 
ed, immodelt , or rebellious ſubic& bringeth vpon him- 
ſelfe, nor barely propounded , but illuftrated by foure ele- 
gant (imilicudes, ws mas two are ſee downe in this verſe; 
He that diggeth a pit, ſball fall into it. A prouerbiall ſentence 
taken from thoſethat make graues, or deepe pittes, which 
of;en vnawares fall into the ſame themſclues, Inthoſe 
Countriesthey vſc to make pits lightly couered over with 
traw, leaues, ſtickes and duſt to catch wilde beaſts in, and 
to catchmne alſo in, It is applicd to plotters anddeuilers of 
miſchicfe, which going about roharme other men,are caſt 
downe into the pit of their owne counſells, Pſal. 7. 15. 16. 
He made a pit, and digged it, and ts fallen into the ditch, that 
be made, his miſchi al ret urne vpon bis owne head, and his 
violent dealing » ſhall come downe vpon his owne pate. So Ha- 
man was hanged vpon the ſame gallowes, that he had pre 
pared for Mordecai, Heſt 7. and Perillus was firſt broyled 
in the braſen Bull that hee made for the tyrant Phalaris to 
torment others in. 7ob ſfayth, The Lord taketh the wiſe in 
their craftinefle. This craftinefle is the wiſedome of the 
world ſo much extolled , If a man be ſubtile and politike 
for bis owne aduantage , though others be hindered and 
harmed thereby, and God diſhonoured, yet hee is pray- 
ſed , atleaſtwiſe he is highly conceited of hirſelfe tor his 
wiſedome. It is commonly fayd, The beſt pameſters haue 
the work lucke, ſo theſe craftie foxes play often witie be= 
guile them:{elues. For the Lurd will not let their wicked 
imaginations proſper, leſt they be too proude. He that in- 
tendeth evil againſt che Rulcr, is ſec-et and derpe, but he 
ficſk fallech intv his owne pit . The ſauage Papiſts have at- 

| \ 5-88 forded 


as Verle 9,t0s AN Exy9{tion, or. + wy Chap.ro 


foorded-ys- many examplesthereof in this Land, for God 
hah viuen them vp into a foolſh and reprobate minde, 
ro mak? (narcs, traps and pitsfor themlelues; ir isall their 
practiſe,they do nothing bur worke their owne woe. They 
ruſh gain{}the rocke, ang are ſplitin peeces, i 
Ard who ſa breaketh an beage, a-(crpent ſhall bite him , He 
that goth about to dillolue ; © gOUucrament, or alter it at 
his picaſure, which is-compared to an hedge, ſhall be (tgng 
of th: ſerpent, entll ſhall lghton bim vaawares, that ima= 
gincch ewli againſt the Lords annointed, Therefore would 
not Dawd couch Saxl,that wrongfully ſought his lite. Thus 
was Ach#ophel taken in his owne wilinetle 3 and Ab/oloa, 
2, $am.18.14- was ſtung with che darts of /oav. And Pharas 
perlecuting the l{raeites, or rather the Lord in his p:ople, 
was ouer whelmed with the wa:crsz and (0 it fared with 
Guido Farks and his fellow-con:pirators, 


| Verſe g. Who ſo remoueth-ſtoncs, ſhall be hurt therewith : and 


he that cl:aneth wood, ſhall be mdangered thereby. 


WY foſocucr digeeth downe another mans wall to en4 

ter into his houſe, or remoueth land-markes, ſhall be 
puBiſhed, either wich misfortune in the cuill doing , or by 
law. Or, the meaning is, he that dizgeth ſtones out cf che 
quarry or rocke,and lifteth them vp, or carrieth and recar» 
ricth them, is in danger tobe hurt; and he thaticleauech 
wood, is ia danger to be hurt many wayes, He that goeth 
about to remoue a Ruler out of his place, and to deuide a 
ſettled gouernment that is at ynitie in it ſelfe, vndertaketh 
a dangerous peeceof bufinelle, As he vadertaketh a de{pe- 
rate worke, ſuch ſhall hisreward be. It is cuillmedling with 
edge toolcs, and heauy (tones, and trees are not for chil- 
dren to deale withall, 


Verſe 10. If the &ron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge,then 
muſt he put to more ſtrength : but wiſedome # profitable to 
airett, 

If the edge of his axe or wedges be blunt, and ynſic for 
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ſuch workes', and he hath not whetted or prepared and 
firted chem according to the greatneſſe and knottinelle of 
the tree, then muſt he adde to moreſtrength, and weary 
himſclfe, but cfte& nothing , valetle the breaking of his 
tooles, and maiming of himſelfe ; fo he alſo that diggeth 
a pit without knowledge and skill, that raſhly breaketh vp 
an hedge, and remoucth ſtones without conſideration and 
art, and good aduice, ſhall effeR nothing by rength , but 
hurt himſelfe, for ſuch weights are aor to be dealt withall 
by plaine ſtrength. But wiſedome u excellent to direft, Wiles 
dome prepareth a good toole to worke withall, wiſedome 
conſidereth the weight of the worke, and contrigeth accors 
dingly. For plaine firength auaileth lictle in woodworkesg, 
Roneworkes, ironworkes, which are done by art and fic 
engines and inſtruments, Well,as theſe things are not done 
with incor;fiderate firengeh, but; by art and diligence z fo 
neither can any man by wilfulnes, frowardnes, or fooliſh 
firength preuaile againſt the Prince, nor appeaſe his anger 
or heauy di ſpleaſure by any ſuch like oppoſite courſes, For 
this is anheauy matter or ſubie& to worke vpon, not to be 
enterpriſed without perſeR skill, ſharpe rooles,and mature 
dclib:ration to contriue it. A ſhip is a weighty veſlell, 
and cannot be vſed at our pleaſure as alittle boate or a dith. 
A King counterpoileth the kingdome , and: the fates of 
kingdomes are not often changed: he therefore chat yvader- 
teketh that worke is a foole, ſwimmingin a pit ful of ſnakes 
to catch an ecle.When God wil bring a generall iudgement 
or ytter deſtruRion vpon a land, then tha'l he in wiſedome 
effeRit as pleaſeth him, The Papiits will needs make them- 
ſclues Gods aQtors, pretending his cauſe: they are the diuels 
ſollicitors and aRtors,and God giueth them the ouerthrow. 


For what ſpecia!l revelation or command haue they to ſtab 


and poyſon Princes? or to ſet vp a monarchy by bloudſhe.'? 
The Church was n:ither ſo planted nor augmentced!, as the 
Antichriſtian ſynagogue hath bene : for then ſhould Chriſt 
baue had need cf Peters ſwordzand then the Apoltics ſhould 
haue killed, rather then haue bene killed, with a word, as 
Peter did Auanias and Saphira , Therefore the Papitts U1g 
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Verſe 10, Commentayyon Ec crnsrastes, Chap, 267 


Verlc 17. An Expoſition, or Chap.1o 


pits,and fall into the; they breake vp hedges,and are ſtung 
of ſerpents; they cleave wood, and cut their ownelegs,and 
trecsiall on their necks, they remoue ſtones, and are brui. 
#-d thcrewitii, the whole quarry, the rocke grindeth them 
to poder, For wiledome is excellent to direct: but they 
want the wiledome which is of God, and commeth our 
trom his throne, therefore arc they taken inthe wilineſle 
that they hauc imagined, 


Verſe 11. Surcly the ſerpent will bite without enchantment, 
and a babbler is no better. 


Ag amplification of the euill which commeth through 
improuidence and want of ſolid counſell, which cuill 
15 incuitable and incurable,ſurely the ſerpent will bite with- 
out cnchantment, and a babbler is no better. As it is a vaine 
thing for a man to handle a ſerpent, truſting either to his 
ſtrength, or hoping that the ſerpent will not bite; and as 
it is more vaine to begin his charme after: that he- is#ftung, 
for then both ſtrength, hope and charmes are all in vaine: 
ſo is he vpon whom the diſpleaſure of thePrince is fallen 
fur his contumacie and rebellion but a babbler, his afterwit 
is worth naught, it will coſt him a great price notwithſtan« 
ding, which ſhall make ir to be more abhorred, 


Verſe 12. The words of a wiſe mans month are gracious : but 
the lips of a foole will ſwallow vp himſelfe. 


AID reaſon of the precept,verſ'4. The words of him 
that ſpeaketh in wiſedome are acceptable,and procure 
him fauour and grace , as they proceed from a gracious 
heart. For he knoweth what is beſt pleaſing to God for 
him to ipeake, and what is moſt acceptable for good men 
to care, and what deſerueth to be accepted for Githfulnes 
and truth, For by his wiſe handling of the matter,the equi. 
tie thereof is found out, and fauoured by reaſon of his 
forcible and good arguments vſed in his defence, Alſo his 
mide and ſubmille bchauiour and patient ſpeech, worketh 

vpon. 
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yponthe Prince to pacific hisdiſpleaſure, and mitigate his 
fiercenelle; yea and he ſtirreth vp friends by his wiſe diſ= 
courſe to ſtand in hisdefence, and to intercede for him, 
whereupon his cauſc beginneth not to be his owne, but 0+ 
ther mens allo, and ſo is theRuler ſoone perſwaded. By 
Prince and Rwler is meant euery ſuperiour, But the lips of 4 
foole will ſwallow him vp. An illuſtration of the reaſon by an 
antitheſis or oppoſition of the contrary. As the mouth or 
gracious and 'acceptable ſpecches- of the wiſe deliuereth 
him,and reconcileththeRuler, and procureth him fauourz 
ſo contrarily the mouth of the foole deuoureth him, or de- 
ſtroyeth him. For the foole neither knoweth nor regardeth 
thole things, but vomiteth out peruerſe ſpeeches, ſuch as 
end to rebellion, and ſhew forth a rebellious diſpoſition, 8 
an heart implacable and reuengetull, whenſoeuer opportu- | 
nitie ſhall offer ie ſelfe ro do cuill, contrary to the praRiiſe 
of Danid. So Joabs ruſticiſpeeches were but harſh, 2.Sam. 
| 29.5+ if his good counſell had not qualified the rigour 
; thereof, and at this time ſtrength was in his hands, His an- 
ſwer was better,1.Chrox,21.3. and he did wiſely, verſ.4, in 
that he contended not againſt him in that doubtfull vn» 
lawfull commandemenr. For he knew not the intent of the 
Kings heart, yet he vitered his ſuſpition in-moſt wiſe ſort, 
with a ſecret implicite reproofe,verſ,z; For it was not his 
duty to demand reaſons of his maifter, becauſe he was but a 
| ſeruant : and a ſeruant is but the hand , not the heart, the 
foote, not the head of his maiſter, That which a man know- 
eth to be contrary to Gods commandement, he may refuſc 
todo, yet wiſely, though he ſuffer perſecution for it, For 
then is Godper(ecuted, and not he, the cauſe is Co's, For 
eucry maiſter is but a commander vnder God,as he is com- 
manded of God, Nemo ſui turzs eft preter Denm, And cuen 
things indifferent muſt notþe enormous, but hauz relation 
to things necetlary, whence they arc to be dedutted by 
good conſequence. For God muſt have no corriuall in the 
leaſt things. And we mult not be the ſeruants of men,lsyun 
the Apoſtle, but ſubordinately vader God, Whatlocuer we 
are eaforced to do, hath externwm principium, their lion 4 G 
S A. nc * 
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the greater, and ours the lciſe. Let our Rulers and all com- 
mandets therefore take heed, that they abuſe not their au- 
thoritie to perſecution: for they themſclues are but ſubs 
Nitutes and ſeruants vader God ; and God ſhall be auen- 

ed on them righteoully, that vexe his people wrongfully, 
For he alone is awtexouſios & anenthunetos, 


Verſe13. The beginning of the words of his mouth s foo- 
liſhneſſe : and the end of his talks is miſchienous mad- 


nefſe, 


He next three verſes are an explication of the former 
| £ words generally prepuentet, amplified by the de- 
prees of his tolly, The beginning of the words of his month us 
fooliſhneſſe, T he foole hath not an vnderſtanding heart, he 
apprehendeth not the ground of a matter, he diſcerneth 
not the truth from errour to {ct himſelfe in the righe way 
at firſt , but he imagineth and ſpeaketh alſo according to 
the ſuggeſtion of his luſt. He is an idior, that well knoweth 
what he would haue, asall beaſts in their kinde doe but 
what is rightand fitting, he regardeth not. For God is not 
in all his thoughts, Pſalm.ro. As his ſpeeches arc at the 
firlt vaine and friuolous, that a man cannor well vnder- 
ſtand him what he would, for he is double and confuſed, 
ſo is the end of his talke miſchicuous madneſle , he ſetleth* 
downe on hislees. In the end he plainly bewraycth that 
wickedneſlc is in his mind, and madnelſl: or violent wilful- 
nes$in his heart, ro procure much cull ynto others, and 
more vato himſclfe, 


Verſe 14. A foole alſe is full of words : a man cannot tcll 


what ſhall bez and what ſhall be aſter him, who ca 
rell? ; 


Econdly, he multipliech vaine words for the excuſe and 
defence of his folly, his fooliſh enterpriſes, and wilfull 
proceedings , figured by aproſopopeia or mimeſis. As the ; 
fooles heart is not fixed on God, nor hath the louc of his | 
w_ truth 


XUM 


truth in if, for he hatech ſuch knowledge ; ſo he is full of 
groundlefle imaginations according to his variable luſts: 
and chovgh his words benot alwayes ill, yet he never ſpea- 
' kerh well , For a prouerbe or wiſe ſentence is odious in 2 
fooles mouth, he fo polluteth it by miſapplying it, 
A man cannot tell what ſhall be, and what ſhall be after him 
who can tell? Thele arethe ſentences of the wiſe,Chap.6.12. 
Who can tell a man ſhall be after him vnder the Sunne? Chap. 


8.7. A man knoweth not that which ſhall be.The intent here- - 
of, is to ſhew the yanities and miſeries of this life , but the. 


hk, 


foole applieth chem to defend vanity and wickedneſſe, and 
to ſhew the poſlibilicy of his wiltull and witlele cnterpri. 
ſes. So there are good words in the diuels mouth,Mar. 4.6, 
but they are wickedly applied and vſed. The words are an 
argument of comforttothe children of Goadgdrawne from 
chelr ſafe protecrion by the Angels of God : but Sathan vif- 
torteth the true intent thereof, to perſwade Chriſt to refuſe 
the ordinary meanes of Gods appointment to tempt God, 
If the Angels haue charge ouer thee, caſt thy ſelfe downe head- 
long.When we doe without warrant or command , we put 
our {clues out of the Angels charge', for they are faithfull 
attendants on God, wholly depending on his will, not on 
our diſobedience and rebellion. To proceed, the foole hath 
not wit, but will, he will aot be pertwaded nor diſſvwaded 
dy ſound reaſon; but what he willeth,he hopeth, and whac 
he hopeth, ſhall nor be to him impoſlible , for he makerh 
all things chance and lucke. And ſo deriding wiſedome, he 
dependeth on fortune. Whereas fortune is nothing but our 
ignorance and improuidence.The more wiſedome and pro- 
uidence, the leile fortune ; but fooles terme thoſe things 
the fortunes of the wiſe, which they by wiſedome foreſaw, 
and by counſell and right meanes brought to patle. So the 
foole is wiſe, but for ill Iucks and ill baps, which he faith 
none can be againſt, Who then ſhall perſwade t;jm that he 
isa foole ? who ſhall diiſwade him from his folly ? For a 
foole hath examples pro-&+ contra, for his owne luits , bur 
; the intendment and circumRaaces he regardech not , the 


differences and conuenicnces he diſceracth not, If bis 
; i | COR» 
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contrary and biatle courſes produce not ſuch cfteQts as he 
ſecthin the world , then it is illlucke , but whether him- 
ſ-Ife be a wile man or a foole, that he diſcerneth not, whe. 
ther his luſt and deſires be oppoſite to Gods prouidence or 
no, he knoweth no more chen a beaſt ; but ſome haue hap, 
and ſome ſticke in the gap; and giue a man lucke, and caſt 
him. into the Sea, 

T he foole is fo hopefulland chancefull, that he careth 
nut much what he faith, how hee ſpeaketh, to whom hee 
» ſpeaketh,when he ſpeaketh,or doth any thing. How ſpake 
ſuch a one? How did ſucha one? Why might not I ſay 
this, or doethat  ( ſo Eſopes Aſle immitated the Dogge, 
fawning and leaping on his maiſter) what can come on it? 
It is as it is taken, as it falleth our, whocan tell vatill hee 
tric? What knew I whether this or that would have fol- 
lowed? who can tell any thing? mult not all be as God 
will 2 The foole indeede ſtands all vpon trialls according 
to his luſt, but what the revealed will and commandement 
of God is,he regardeth not, he is an encmy to that knows» 
ledge. But the wiſe knoweth that there 1s a convenient 
ſeaſon, and due time for all things in the appoynted time 
of God, thateuery ſeaſon, and euery conditure or Ccon- 
dition of time produceth his owne words, and deedes, {i- 
lence, or ſurcealing. But the foole obſcrueth nothing,hee 
will ſay, as others ſay, I haue ſayd, and doe as others haue 
doone . That which in it owne time is wiſely ſpoken or 
done, is atan other time flat follic, and iniquitie, So the 
foolc in his beſt moode neyther imagineth well, nor ſpca- 
keth well, nor doth any thing well. For, the good that is 
paſt he cannot apply well to the preſent. For Naval is his 
name, andtollic is with him, 


Verſe 15. The labonr of the fooliſh wearieth eucry one of 
them \; becauſe he knoweth not haw to goe to the Citie. 


# + Hirdly, the foole will neuer be wiſe, nor give ouer his 
follie. He is ſo proudly conceited of himſclfe, and ſo 


wiltall, but wearicth himlelfe in his crooked and —_— 
cc 
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red wayes,and is wearied withehe euils that his follies haue 
intangled him in, He is full of croubles, tor as he wanteth 
wiſedome and thefeare of God, ſo hee medleth in many 
matters that are aboue his reach, whereof he knoweth nei- 
ther beginning nor ending, Why is the foole wearicdin 
his manifold, crooked and preſumptuous bufineſſes ? Be 
cauſe he knoweth n9t to goe to the Citie, The plainetraR, and 
cuen path of wiſedome, the Kings high way y the roya!l 
commandement. Jam, 2.8. he-knoweth not, being like to 
a blinde man, or {taggerivg drunkard , that can not keepe 
the high way that leadeth directly to the City , but wande= 
reth in crooked, and turning by lanes, backward and for- 
ward,to and fro,being wearied with thefe his owne waies, 
when he hath forſaken the right way as the men of Sodom? 
were with ſeeking for Lots doore ; tooles are full of wit, 
as they thinke, and ſo, full of bulinetſe , V Vhat is meant 
by thg wearinelle of fooles, they themſelues doe interpret, 
Wiſed. 4.5,6,7,8. Wee hane wearied our ſelues in the way of 
wickedntſſe, and deſlruition , anadwe hane gone through dan- 
gerous wayes, ( by-wayes ) but we baue not knowne the way of 
the Lord (that leades to th: Citie, ) What hath pride profited 
vs,and pompe of riches browgh: vs? Theſe fooles loucd wea- 
rinctle, and wearinelle was their portion, They loued to 
weary themſelues, and others alſo, and they were,and ſhall 
be filled with che fruit of their owne wayes. 


Verſe n#, Woe to thee, O Land, when thy King :5 a child and 
thy Prices eate in the morning, 


Reitteration or renewing of the former complaint, 
verſ.5 5.7, ſh:wing foorth the common diſcontent, 

and griete of the querulo us multitude, who being impa- 
tient of aflitions which God hath laid vpon maa {1 ice the 
all, bur yet extenuateth thedame in mercie, or augmen=- 
terh the ſame in iuſtice, according!y as we obey cr diſobey 
him z who being | ſay impatient, and eagerly and errone- 
ouſly purſuing a worl«ly felicition , and joyfull content= 
ment murmure agaiaſt Princes as cauſes of their affliti» 
ons, 
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cns , of hinderers of their conceitcd phantaſticall happi= 
nelle, (V Vhereas they themſclues are a wearinefle to prin- 
ces, and 'o themſclues; lo cuery contentious foole and wil- 
full foole curſeth Lawyers , and w.ſheth thar there were 
none, when his money isſpent, and his wicked will loſt.) 
Tize Iewes expeCted ſuch a kinde of Aſeſsias or Redeemer 
that ſhould free them from the bondaye of the Romans, 
and vexations oftheir enemies z amongl(t whom they had 
beene diſperſed many yeares, and therefore they followed 
Chriſt in {uch troupes end multitudes, and my offered 
chemſclues to be his diſciples in ſuch worlely reſpeRs, ay- 
ming at the aduauncement of their perſons and eſtates in 
the world; and thediſciples being yet weake and rude, ho- 
ped as much, but das eſpecially : therefore, when both 
he and the people ſaw that their expectation ſhould be fry- 


ſtrate, as himlſelte by many parables and plaine ſpeeches re« 


claimed them from ſuch vaniue , hee betrayed him , and 
they crucified bim, For they were afraid left they ſhould 
not onely haue no profice by him, which they looked for, 
but alſo bs his meanes procure the diſpleaſure of the Ro- 
mans , and ſo Ioſe that ſmall freedome which they had, 
VVherein we may learne what the ſpirics of the vnſanRifi- 
ed common peopleare in ſuch complaints, and of thoſe 
chicily that talke ſo much of the goodneſle of the olde 
worid. They falſly imagine that the Pope much caſed them 
of the burthen of Princes, and Nobles, whercas they were 
both body and ſoule the Popes, and the Diuels vallalls,cx- 
ccpting theEle& , Andthatis a thing which the naturall 
mang who is filizs gehenne, delireth. To conclude, it is 1e< 
bellion , not religion . They would faine enioy a carnall 
peace, contentation, and felicitic they care not how. The 
lonnes of Adam would faine bee in an earthly Paradiſe a- 
gaine, which thing Salomon reclaymeth chem from in this 
booke, to cauſe them to looke for the true, ſpirituall, and 
cucrlaſting peace and happinelle, and to enter into the hea« 
venly Paradiſe, Let vs therefore murmure at our linnes, 
end be diſcontented with our diſcontentednelle , and be- 
hold our wickednefle in our alfligions and troubles, which 
are 


Ver.16. Commentary on Eccles ras t i: s, Chap.to 


are but the meaſurable puniſhwenrs of our vameaturable 
{liancs, and {et vp our tel}, peace, and comfort in kim onea 
ly, and thereonely, in whom, and where itis co betound, 
and had, 

Wobe to thee 0 Land, when thyRirg « athilde,This com 
plaint inthe verſes before, ſhewd forth indignatio, which 
b-ing pacified with Sa/omons an(wer breakes tcorth agayne 
after another maner, to wir,in 2n exclamation.commiler2- 
tion, or deſperation, ,which is further emphatically col u- 
red wich the figure ap!ſtrephe,to pretle it more forcibly, The 
parts, inreipec of the ſubiet or matter, aretwo. Firlt the 
childiſlines, or inſuthciecy of the King to rul?,Seced!y,the 
voluptuouſacs, or riotoulſnes of the Nobles. Ys be to thee, 
This word alwayes importeth ſome great euill , as heere ir 
ſignificth the foolith priace to be the greateſt cuill , and a 
ſure toxen of Gods angerir is indeed. Therefore the Lord 
threa:ned to ſet children to rule ouer the rebellious lewes, 
vnder whom there ſhould be ncither peace, nor iultice, but 
oppreſiton and wrong , every man vexivg and deuouring 
another, When thy King is a chilae, By Childe, he meanern 
not ſo much one that is young in yeares, as in vaderitand= 
ing, and difcretion, $ cniex etate, & invents moribus, old in 
yeares, but a childe in diſcretion, and contrarily , isadi- 
ftinion well knowne, When [aſh was yorg,he followed 
the counſell of /eh9za4a the high priclt, and the Land proſ< 
perd,a dthe Church Hfloriſhed, but jn his elder diyes, hee 
became a childe, being mil-led by the wicked princes, 2, 
Chron,2 4. So Vz2449 being but lixteene yeares olde reig- 
ned well, 2 .Chronic.26.3., And lofiah begannetoleekettic 
Lord when he was a childe, and reigned well all his dayes. 
2.King.22, But contrarily, Rehobaam was forty yeares vide, 
when he ſhewed chaldiſhnes in refuſing the wiſe countell 
of the Ancieat 1.Xin.12, Toconclude,that king is terined 
a child, when be is ignorant of the Law, & without difcretis 
on,contrary tothe commandement, Dex, 17.18 19,20, Sc- 
condly,when he is mindleſle,& forgetful of the cauſc of the 
poore,and of the righteous, which arc alwaies opprefled, & 
falſely accuſed by the rich, and th; wicked. ne 
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he ther ſhould gonerne,is rather gouerned and led by 0 
thers, giving place to craftie and flattering perſwaſtons, 
as Toaſh did, after that /ebojiadawas dead. Fourthly, when he 
comnnitteth the goucrnment and care of the kingdome to 
others, which ar their pleaſure prey vpon the ſubiects, cn- 
riching themſclues by cppreſſion and robbery both of 

urch and commonwealth, whiles he followeth bis plez« 
ſure; and yanitics. Fiftly, when he is prouoked to wrath 
for trifles, but patleth by the great marters of the law,as the 
Phariſes did. Sixtly, when being addiQted to licgntiouſnes 
he cruſheth the Church, the pocly and ancieat, through 
the talſe ſuggeſtions of prophane Princes,as /oaſþ did y but 
openeth the mouthes, and {trengtheneth thearmes of wic- 
ked Hatterers, yea ſuppretleth the one, and countenanceth 
the other, as cl1ildrea loue to be pleaſed, and are kinde to 
deceitfull flatterers , but they hang downe their heads, and 
runne away from their true hearted friends and beſt coun- 
ſellers. Briefly, when he {ceketh not Gods glory in obegi= 
cence to his word, but his owne glory, as Saw! did, Therfore 
Samnel told him that he was become a foole, 

The ſecond part of the woe, is the riotouſneſſe of the 
Nobles and officers, which giue themſelves ro pompe and 
prodigalitic, not regarding the welfare of the people, but 
cheir owne bellies, which is meant by eating in the morning, 
They meditate not, ſtudy not, conſult not in the morning, 
when wit and memory is freſh, for the welfare of the 
Church and commonaltie , but for couctouſnelle, oppreſ- 
ſion, pride and pleaſures, as itis ſaid of the idle ſhepheards, 
Eſay 56.12, Yea rude Princes oppoſe themſelues to the 
fcare of God and praRiſe of religion, and contrarily giuc 
countenance to rudelbertines, leſt their rudeneſle ſhould 
appeare tothe commons,and ſo breed contempt,and ſhake 
oft the yoke of obedience; whereas if they themſelues 
were godly and gracious, = ſhould be Jou cd of the 
p29'y and be a terror to the wicked,as /ob was, They ſhould 

inde Kings with chaines,and Nobles with fetters of iron, 
much more the commons, ſuch honour hayue all his Saints, 
T[alii4y,8.9, And why ſhould not Kings be Saints? lt is 
ng 
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no diſparagement to their royaltic , though wicked Anm- 
£iah bade Ames prophclie no more at Bethel, becauſe it was 
the Kings Chappell, and the Kings Court, Amos 7.13, 
yet not many wile, not many noble, not many learned af- 
ter the fleſh hath God called, z.Cor. i. And it is hard for the 
rich to enter into the kingdome of heauen, yet arcall things 
poſlible with God that ſanRificth. When Princes are not 
| godly and gracious themſclues, their owne conſciences 

reed jcalouſies and euill ſuſpicions in them, euen when 
there isno cauſe at all, For the wicked man flyeth , when 
none purſueth, when none oppoſeth, as Sau! purſucd Das 
wid, and grew at length into ſuch extremities as to ſlay the 
Lords prieſts, and to account them his enemies and worlt 
ſubie&Rsthat feared God moſt, and moſt lamented his caſe, 
—_— his cauilling clawbacks brought him to a miſera- 

le end, 


Verſe 17, Bleſſed art thou, O I.and, when thy King ts the ſon 
of Nobles, and thy Princes cate in due ſeaſon, for ſtrength, 
and not for drunkeuneſſe, 


AY illuſtration or aggrauation of the former griefe, by 
the antith:ſc,or oppolition of the contrary bleſſednes 
of the land that is goaerned by the royall hearted King, 
and truly noble Princes. Bleſſed art thou,cc. By noble is nor 
meant him onely that is of royall bloud or deſcent , for ſo 
was /ehoiakims, who is likencd to an afle, /er.22.19. Or car- 
rion, and Jeconiab, whoſe name was curtalled and cropt off 
ia contempt, as the lappes of Daxids {cruants were by the 
King of Ammon. verl,24. Neither by ſorne of Nobles is 
meant him that thinketh himſelfe glorious for his ambi- 
tion, pompe, pride, crueltic, as Rehob9am did , and Senna- 
chereb, Nabuchednezzar, Antioch, Herod,&c, but he that 
was noble hearted,as was David, who was borne of meane 
parentage, and 7ofiah, who was not giuen to pompe; pridfs 
ambition, ſuperfluitie, but was conrent with a mediocri- 
tic, and Xetighted in purging the Church of Idolatry, in let- 
ting forththe glory of God, as Dawd djd, He that 18 —_ 
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and godly, is the truly aged , though he be a childe , and 
truly ruyailand noble, though he be poore, as Salomon ſaid 
befoce,Chap.4.13. He that feareth God,and hath command 
oucr his owne luſts, and not captiuated to his owne will, is 


1ruly royal), 


And thy Princes eate in aue ſeaſon &c. That is, when thy 
Magiltratcs, Counſeliers and ofncers arc moderate and mo» 
deft, not giuen to feaſting, banketting, prodigalitic, pride, 
glotifying one another in the fleſh, nor to proud apper:1l, 
proud buildings, not to ſports and pleaſures, drunkennetle 
and venery, Pro#.3 1.3e4+5+6,7. For who is then graced,prc- 
ferred, rewarded, but the vallzls of their Jufts? T he Church 
and Churchmen go to wracke, wanting neceſſary meate, 
drinke, apparell, ludging,&c, bur rather to ſobrietic and 
pzrſimony, not to oppreſſion and robbery, but to liberz- 
litie and beuntifulneiſe; n=t to carelefle waſting of the 
wealth of the land, but to! preſerue and increaſe the ſame; 
pot to rob and ſpoyle, but to enrich the Church and com. 


movaltie: laſtly ſo to ſerue the body, that the body of the. 


Church and commonwealth may þe ſcraed byit, and the 
Lord by both, 


Verſe 18, By much flouthfulreſſe the building dicayerh ; and © 


try 070 þ tal: nefſe e of the hands the houſe aroppeth through, 


AT expoſition or explication of the woe or miſcric, 
c:pecially of the former part thereof, ver{.16. iluſtra. 
ted and inforced by a _cempariſov drawy.e from the cuill, 
and diſorderly xconomie or gouernement of a private 
houte or family, which ſhewethforth it ſelte in the cuill ve 
{-ge of the outward building.Theſe cuils are fluuthfulnejle, 
and careleſneſle, or idlenetle. The former is a vice of the 
mipde, the latter of the body, A carelcile minde, an idle 
hand, Where thoſe vicesreigne, the huuie not onely de- 
caycth, but rotteth, and droppeth ypon the head of the 


improuident, flouthfull, ynthriftie houſholder, A man 


in reſpeR of his perſon is knowne by his apparell, counte= 
Rance and gate what manner of one he js, as touching his 
| | chicks 
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ethicks or morality, faith the ſonne of Sirach, Againe:, he 
is knowne by his houſe, yards, grounds, cattell, ſeruants, 
and childrep,whatmanner of man he is, as touching his 
economie or husbandry, Prou,24-30.31. The houſe of the 
ſlouthfull man is ruinous, and droppeth through , his yard 
is like a valte deſert, the fences and walls broken downe, as 
a vineyard layd waſte, his fields are ouergrowne with thi- 
Cles and briers, his family is diſordered and idle, one con- 
tending and quarelling with another, girning one at ano- 
ther, all maiſters and vnruly. Thus it isin the houſe of pro. 
digals, drinking ſlipthrifts, and Belials, do naughes. Third- 
Iy,in reſpeR of his politicks or magiſtracie he is knowne 
by his ſubic&yg. Foras the houſholder is in his houſe or fa- 
mily, ſo is the magiſtrate in the citic, and the king in his 
dominions. An houſe is a part of a (treete, a ſtreete is a 
part of acitie, the citie is a part of the kindome, The king 
is the head, the kingdome is his body, conſiſting of mem- ; 
bers, whereof ſome are ſuperiour, as thoſe that areplaced in 
gouernment vnder him, and are ſubordinate one to ano- 
ther, others are inferiour, | 

Whereas the Prince fearcth not God, but is either couee 
tous of waſifull, carele(le and ditlolute, chen the Church 
and common wealth go to wracke.The gouernours are ra- 
uening Harpies, and rietous, devouring the commons,and 
feeding themſelues of the flocke , yea everyone after their 
examples preying one on anorher. The vngod!y, Hatterers, 
luſt-ſeruers are aduanced, and placed in offices for money 
or fauour, for there is no care nor feare of God in the ſu. 
periours, but euery one that feareth God is diſhearted , and 
he that ſpeaketh vprightly is hated in the gate, and he that 
rebuketh is abhor:ed, Amos 5, And amongftthole wicked 
ones, there is nothing but cnuic and contentions, enery 
one being giuen to oppreſſion, pride and ambition, and all 
enemies to God and godlinetle, Whereupon it commeth 
in theend to bea vaſt deſert of wilde bea(ts, and as a vines 
yard lying waſte, ſpoyled with foxes and wilde boares, like 
a field ouerrunne and cropt vp with cattell, and paſtures 


rooted vp with ſwine, and ouergrowne with _ 
p an 


ad 
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and briers, Such deſolations doth the Lord threat vpon 
carnalitie and contempt of his word , All theſe things de- 
clare whatthePrince is, and by what manner of ſpiric the 
commonwealth is inliued and moued.For as the ſpiric of a 
thing is, ſuchis thethiog, If the ſpirit be weake, the body 
1s oucrgrowne, and oucrcome with diſeaſes, as we ſec in 
plants, in beaſts, in men, Now the ſpirit of houſhold go- 
uernment is pater familias, the good wan of the houſe. The 
ſpirit of polity, or commonwealths' gouernment, is the 
king. Arprudent and valiant: Prince hath a ſtrong conſti= 
ration, and ſounJ body, his ſpirit worketh effeRually in the 
finger,and allvemoſt parts,as well as at che heart and inward 
wy that there may be ſoundneſle and joy in all the 
2dy. 


Verſe 19. A feaft i made for laughter, and wine maketh mer 
rieg ont money anſwereth all things, 


A*7 explication of the complaint or woe , eſpecially, of 
the latter part thereof, verſ. 16, which was this, Thy 
Princes cate in the morning, that is, ſpend their whole timey 
cuen the morning it ſelfe, wherein natureit ſelfe bindeth vs 
to ſobrietic and ſolitary ſtudy, in cating,drinking,pleaſures, 
like tothe Sodomites,and beaſtiall Princes of Iſracl, It is il- 
luſtrated by the contrary, and right vic of eating, drinking, 
and other expence. A feaſt is made for laughter. The vie of 
meatc, is the reparation,and conſeruation of the body in 
health and ſtrength, that a man may be cnambied to dif» 
charge the duties of his calling, wherein God hath placed 
him. He muſt keepe his body in temperance, ſobricty and 


chaſtity, that the minde may be more cleare and free, of 


yoo {trength and vigour in the funRions thereof, both 
or deliberation and execution. As foraftcaſt, that is made 
for laughter, for a recreation of the minde and body at cer- 
taineconuenienttimes, and to preſerue'common focietie 


and neighbourhoad, or rather to teſtifie friendſhip and loue- 


one/towards another, though particular bulinelles and ne- 
ceſſities have diſtrated them, and draywne euery man ad 
ue QUIRGEG EM ANG Grawne CL fog 
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ſus cnrands, to care for his owne things 1 of the vſe 
whereof feaſting and common meetings teſtifie a certaine 
communitie, ſuch as in this difordered world , and miſe- 
rable condition of man can be had, But to be addiRed to 
fealting, to make atrade of pampering the body, as epicu- 
rithnefle, and beaſtlineſſe. Fer beafis regard nothing but 
the belly ; they are all body, and to feede well, is their per- 
feQion, 

And wine mek:th merrie. Wine alſo hath the ſame vſe 
that is of meates, He that giueth himſelfe to drinking and 
companiſhip, is a druvkard, alchough he-neuer be drunke, 
Therefore the Prophet Eſay denounceth a woe againſt 
them, thar are able to drinke ſtrong drinke z Woe -—_— 
them, for they ſpend nor onely the time of life idlcly , and 
waſtefully , but alſo make others drunke, and gloric in ec- 
vill. But wine is not for Kings , nor ſtrong drinke for 
Princes, Prom. 31. 4. but for the ficke to recouer health, 
as Saint Pax/ {aid vnto Timothie, Drinke a little wine for 
thy ſtomackes ſake and often infirmities; and wine is for 
the ſorrowtull to reuiue he ſpirits, and diſperſe the blood 
of the oppretled heart to forget his pouertic and milerie, 

And money anſwereth to all things, This vetſe may be in« 
terpreted thus. Their feaſt is made for laughter and prodi- 
galitic, not for recreation,&c, and their wine maketh them 
merry tocaſt off all care, that they may more freely liue in 
pleaſure, Eſey 56.422. and their money or abundance an- 
{weretharo all theſe things, that is, to none other vic, butto 
maintaincepicuriſh liuing , as is all ready fayd, Or clſc they 
may hauc dependence vpon the former verie; The Burlding 
of thems decayeth , and their houſes droppe through , whoprepare 

feaſts for laughter, and wine for rioting, and Luxurionſnes, and 
their money ſerneth to all theſe things , to none other wv(e, but 
to. provide for feaftings , drinking , and epicuriſh mectings . 
This interpretation may well ſtand . But to proccede in 
the Former, Money anſwereth to all tFings., Having ſhew- 
edthe right vſe of cating , and drinking , hee gow ſhew- 
eth the right vſe of money. Money ſeructh not for 
peouiding y and mayntaining of- feaſts , delicious fare, 
© Ts pope, 
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pompe, and pride, but for all things. For ow not as 
other mettalls, limitcd to certaine workes, vellclls, or 'in- 
iriments, but it hath in it ,. by humane conftitution,- the 
nature of all things, and is all things. So that hee which 
hath money: wantcth nothing that the world can affoord. 
Therefore it is ſo loucd and deſired of worldlings,yca cuen . 
ofall men. Ifit were of a particular nature and vie, it then 

ſhould be leſſe deſired, andof ſome not ar all; Ir is made 


| for change, and ready fupply of cuery mans neede , that e- A | 
by other... Money therefore is 


uery one might be helpe 
all things , and for all things; not for teafts and drinkings, 
butto be layd out to other vics both divine and humane; ' 
notto be hoorded vp from vie, which'ts thett,, becauſe 
no man is for him ſells » butfor others alſo, and others for 
him, which is the eſſence of Charitie , Hee'that giueth 
money, giueth, mcate, drinke, cloathipg, and lodging. 
Hee that hoordeth it vp burieth all theſe neceſſary things 
in the ground, from God- and the poore to his power 2. - 
ſccing that without money they can not be had; yet-both- 

money and all chings ynder the Sunne, and the Sunne it 
{clfe, ſerue for nothing but backe and belly , ' Mans body- 

is the centre of all materiall things. And'it the body be the 
cemple of the holy Ghoſt, there is neyther money, nor a- 
ny thing elſe , forthe body , but all tor God: If all men 


- were for God, there ſhould be no ſuch hungring for mo-.. 


ney. Itſhould be the yileſt mettall of all other. For yron 
is better then ſiluer,” If man were perfe& in innocencie 
and holineſſe;, he ſhould neede.no money at all; it would 
be mote trouble to him to-carry money, then it is now to 
want money. T he ſ«lfe-loue, hatred, and miſery of man 
appeareth in this, that hee whictt hath no money wanteth 
cuery thing z and he which hath abuudance of mony wan- 
tech nothing , Where abundance of money is, thereis a- 
bundance of couctouſneſle, oppreflion, and all miſchiefe; 
euery rich thiefeſtriuing who ſhall buy , nay wring and 
weary the poore out of all, Contrarily, when there is little 
money, there is greateſt contentation and love amongeſt 
neighbours; but when money commerh in , it ſertcth all 
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on fire, and parteth friends, The diuell commeth in with 


it, for it inflamech the deſire; and the diuell bloweth the 
' bcllowes,: and they that are in loue with it, are beafis, T- 


dolaters, the children of the Diuell, For it is his baite and 
his hooke, whereby hee catcheth them, and as it were han# 
geth them vp by the chappes. | | 


Verſe2o. C arſe wot the Kin » 10 n0t in thy thonght'; and | 


curſe not the rich in thy bed-chamber : for a bird of the 
, ayre ſhall carry the voice,aud that which hath wings ſhal 
rell the matter, 


His laſt verſe is an anſwer to the complaint; It is pro- 
.pounded by way of an Admonition or Dehortation, 
whichrhath ewo parts anſwerable tothe complaint, verſe 
16- The firltis z Curſe not the King, or , ſpeake not emill 
of the King : figured by aty Epanorthoſs, or correttion , no 


wot in thy thought : or itis a Prolepſic anſwering to the com- | 


mon obic&ion , Thought « free. If thou haſt no cuill 
thought, orcuill diſpoſition of the heart, thou canſt not 
{peake euill ( otherwiſe thou canſt not ſpeake well; ) let 
this then be one of the things that thou cauſt not doe, and 
thou ſhalt be ſafe, chy tongue ſhall not{lippe. Ic belongeth 
to God onely to reprooue Kings by his word. For hee is 
the ſeruant of God, . Gods vicegerent, and mult not be lif- 
ted vp aboue hls brethren , heeis ſubie& to the word of 
God, aswell as any other, and hath ſpeciall commaunde» 


ment ro hatie the Booke of the Law by bim continually to = 


be exerciſed therein,and he ſha'l be puniſhed for histran{- 
greſſions as well as any other . This denunciation is made 
by man-frem God, but the execution is in Gods owne 
hand .- If aſubieQtranſorefle, then he is puniſhed, becauſe 
the king is eos virin/que table . Hee hath che Covenant 


in keeping ; he muſt be true and fairhfull co-his-rhaiſter in 


puniſhing, proteRting, rewarding his. fellow ſervants, ac- 
cording to his Lords appoyntment, not afrer his owne Juſt, 
and pleaſure ,, Nemo ſut iris efb pretesv Deam. And. things 
indifferent , wherein they haue molt power, muſt not bee 
FI diſcor- 


Verſe 20. Commentaryon Ecernsrastes. Chato. 4 


97 


Veric 20. An Expoſition, or Chap.1o 


diſcordant from things neceſſary , but attendants an\ or 
naments , nor diſparagements thereto. N.3 man is his 
 owne, hee neyther Randeth nar falleth, liueth nor dieth 
to himſelfe, burall ro God. All men areto be reprooucd 
and puniſhed by the king, but che oF by God alone : 
God denounceth iudgement by men., but executeth by 
himſele. If the Kings maners diſpleaſe thee, Icoke to thy 
ſelfe, and conlider the heame thatis in thine owne eyes, 
For thou in thy ſtate and dealings, and to thy power arc 
bad enough; and if honour and power wete put vpon thy 
backe, what manner of man wouldelt thou be? Magiftra- 
(1s indicat virum , What wouldelt thou doe ? Great mats 
ters ſurely. It may be ſomewhat for a while, If che burden 
of the who!e kingdome were layde on thy backe, thou 
wou'deſt beareit luſtily . Euen asa child ſer vpon the back 
of a proude, tomacktull, voruly horſe, would ride luſtily. 
Artthou in an office?. Looke to thy ſelfe how thou execue 
cuteſt that, Art thou rich? what good doeſt thou? How 
behaueſt thou thy ſelfe towards thy poore neighbours, and 
tenants and ſeruants ? Thou art now a Scholler, whatif 
thou wert a Schoolemaiſter ? Doſt thou know. what thou 
art? what thou wouldeſt be thou well knoweſt noz. Somes 
thing lyeth curbed and pind vpin a ſecret corner , as flics ' 
in winter , that the warme Sunnc-ſhine of Authorities and 
Honour would produce. If the handmaid were miltrelle, 
how gentle, kinde, and good would ſhee be ro her fellow 
ſeruants and poore neighbours ? Salomon ſaith, Prouerbs 
30-21,22.23. For three things the earth ts diſquieted , and 
for foure which it can not beare ; for a ſeruant when he reig- 
neth, and afoole, when ke u4 filled with meate, an odzous or fro. 
ward woman when ſhe s married, and an handmaid, when ſhe 
x beire to ber miitreſſe, that is, her maiſters wife, 

And curſe not the rich in thy bed-chamber. The ſecond 
part of the Admonition , anſwerzable to the ſecond part of 
the complaint, By rich are meant Nobles, and higher pc= 
wers, Speake not euill of the King and his peeres, others 
wiſe then their dignity requireth, For they repreſent the 
perſon of theKing , as he doth of God, and their autho. 
lite 
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rity is his authority and power. Thereſore ſpeake no evill 
of them, neither in publicke nor in private, not in the 
hcacing of thy beſt friend, nor in thine owne hearing aloney 
as the manner of {ome is to talke to themſelues, vie not 
that. For as they that talke in a dreame-know it not; fo 
if thou beeſt talkatiucin thy bed-chamber of ſuch things, 
it will out io another place ere thou be aware . And 


out of the aboundance-of the heart the mouth ſpea- 


keth. 


For a bird of the aire (hall carry the voice, A reaſon infor« 
cing the admonition. It ſhall not be kept ſecret, but reuea- 
ledz or thou ſhalt be puniſhed as if ic were reuealed. 
Briefly, thou ſhalt ſurely be puniſhed . This certaintie of 
puniſhment is confirmed by the poſſibility of an impoſſi- 
bility in nacure, to take away all manner of obieQions. How 
ſhall my thought, and priuate or ſolitary ſpeech be known, 
none hearing of ic?If it cannot otherwiſe be knowne,then 
the bird that Alyeth ouer thy head, or is wandring aboue in 
the aire, ſhall perceiuethy thought, and heare thy voice, 
and relate the ſame tothe King ; {o ſhalt thou be puniſhed. 
And ifthe King of Kings ſhall puniſh thee , who knoweth 
the ſecrets of thine heart, itis all one asif thy words were 
brought to the kings eare. 

And that which hath wings ſhall tell the matter, An ainpli- 
fication of the reaſon by a commemoration to inculcate 
the ſame moredeeply into the heart. The bird ſhall (pee- 
dily carry it, the Poſte ſhall not ride on horſeback e, but be 
caricd on wings, Thou ſhalt nor onely certainly , but ſpee- 
dily be- puniſhed, Wilfull murder and treaſon will out, For 
cuery man is the image of God, and the King is next to 
him, his ſurrogate. 
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Verſe 1, Caſt thy bread vpon the waters : for thou ſhalt finde it 
after many days, 

As the Er de- ” 

© F tcl: F Lo . n 

gree of telicity roars His Chapter {etteth down a ſoueraigne reme- 

conliſtcd in the II, eo S 

comfortabl: Sa 

vic of worldly 

things,:0d wiſe 

auoidance of 


tion of the world, to arme the foule againſt 
| ;  deſpaire, diſtruſt in Cods prouidence, caraall 
euils: forthe 1c- Tr Fo AN 
cond degree ſecuritie, d flolute and carelctle ];uing, Epicuriſme, to take 
thereot con- away the offence of the weake , who hearing that all thing 
liſterh in doing are caried hand ouer head in the gouernmenrtof the world 
4 6 Ho may begin to be weary of well doing, and to (giue then! 
(G.afignatine (e1ves OUeT to carnalitie, Whereas contrarily, letting alor e 
of others, The things that are above our reach, we muſt lay hold on the 
former,in one commandement that is before ys , in-our eyes.and cares, 
terme way be 404 be more carefull and diligent, working out our reward 
_— -c-rragg * with teare and trembling, with all confidence in Gods pro. 
"  videnceand promiſes, howſoeuer things be caricd and ru- 
led abouc and againſt mans reaſon, It is enovgh for the 
ſcruant to 6o his maiſters will, And alſo tolearne to ynder- 
ſtand and know the ſecret wayes of Gad out'of his word 
in all cheſe things , which the blinde world confound, and 
cerme chapce and fortune, As before he hath diuers timcs 
caught, that the good of world!y things conlifted in the 
bodily vie thereof, che ſuſtenance or comfortable mainte- 
nance of the body; ſo now be farther ceacheth the ſpiritua!l 
vic thereof, ar'good of the ſoule, which conliſteth in the 
exerciſe of faith and charitie therewith, For in doing good, 
and communicating to others that need our helpe, we make 
 ourloue to Gud,and faith in Gods promiſes more ceitaine 
to our {ciues, In theſe times mavy ſearch into the ſecret 
counkell cf God for their atluranc*, and are much perple- 
xcd 


xcd about predeltination , but in the meane time are full 
of pride and couetouſnetle, and worldly pompe, which in 
bapriſme they hane promiſed to forſake. Their ſpirit is full 
of guile, Tt they could by deep ſearch know their eleion, 
they would afluredly belecue in him, and confidently rely 
on him, and cheere their fleſh in thele tranſitory dayes, If 
they can attaine to this aſſurance, bur {one doubt Rill per= 
plexcth them, they will yet be ſure of one thing, to live in 
pride, pompe, pleaſure here on carth.So that whether they 
> be ſure, they will liuc in pride and pleaſure,or not {uregthey 
willliue in pride and pleaſure. Whatſoever elſe they can a:- 
tainetobe ure of, this in the meane time they will be ſure 


of. | But whiles they follow the pride, pompe, couetoulnes, 


eaſe and pleaſures of the world, as many doe, they ſhall be 
alwayes in pcrplexitie as many are, Shew me 'thy faith by 


thy worke3 of loue or charitic, ſayth Saint /ames to ſuch like - 


Chriſtians in his dayes, and'l will (hew thee my faith by my 
workes; ſo ſhall we not deceiue our ſ{clues, nor be deceiued 
one of another. Men imagine many things , and talke of 


many things , but the worke cone, ſheweth the reſolution 


of the ſpirit, The whole courſe or frame ot life isthe ſpiiir, 
The condition of life ſheweth infallibly the conditure of 
the ſpirit, Simulations and diſhimulationsare but frivolous 
couerings. Summer willſhewir felfe to be Summer , whar- 
{ocuer the weather be; ſo will Winter ſhew it ſelfe, let the 
weather be as faire as it will be. An hypocrite will ſhew 
himſelfe, do what he can to the contrary; and he that truly 
teareth God,cannor be hid with infirmities or flanders, The 
thick clouds cannot turne day into night, nor the brighceſt 
Moone, night into day, He thatis dead co the world, and 
to th: luſts thereof, and belecueth in God, is mercifull and 
hberall: bur faithleſſe worldlings will needs breake into 
Paradiſe againe without Chrilt, which Se/on2on in this book 
reclaimeth them from, The diuvell and the fleſh are their d = 
ceiners and helpers, and fo their whole fe is nothing bur 


a Gipantomachie, the Giants batcell againſt God, his word, 


his Miniſters, his people . They live like pompous and 
proud bealts, and die like filchy bealts, their glory 15 co 


ter 
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their ſhame, that mindeearthly things. To conclude, this 
Chapter kath two parts: firſt a Cataſewe, inſtruction or con- 
Ermation, to verl.7. Secondly, an Azaſcve, deſt:ufion or 
refutation,;from thence to the end. 

Concerning the hr, it is an iaſtruQion or remedy pro- 
pounded by way of exhortation. This remedy is liberality 
or bountifulneiie , grounded on faith and confidence in 
God atone, and contrary to humane reaſon. if wee doe 
good to others, God cannot do ill toys: andif we belceue 
in him, his promiſcs cannot faile. But why doth So/omon 
here aboueall other vertues bring this for a ſpeciall anti- 
dotc againlt the former vanities and miſerics of this liſe? 
Go aske Saint Pax! why he ſo extolleth charity aboue all 
gifts, 1.Cor.13. Againe, what vertue more becommeth a 
Chriſtian then charity, which is to ſhew mercy as he hath 
recciued micrcy, and todo good as he hath received good. 
He that recciueth good, and doth none , maketh God his 
ſcruant, and himſcltca god , a godof this world, or diuell, 
Againe, God requireth the practiſe of this vertue of vs 
more ſtrictly, and inforceth the ſame, and imprimeth the 
{ame in the memory by his owne example , Joh, 13. 4, to 
verſ.17. here is the vertue of charity dramatically ſet forth 
befuretheir eyes, and things feene cannot be forgotten, 
Alſo [oh,15.12, Laſtly, we ſhall be iudged by the workes 
of charity at che laſt day, Math 25. Came yee bleſſed of my 
Father,e&c. but this is not meant of morall, or cthnicall 
workes, Pharilaicall, Popiſh workes, For ſinners are boun« 


- {full co ſinners, they giue and lend, and that freely ſome. 


times to ſuch like as themſelues in fleſhly reſpeRs, But 
Chriſt ſaith, hat/ocner ye aid tothe leaſt of my brethen , yee 
aid to me, 

Caſt thy bread wpon the waters , Euery word of this ſen- 
cence is emphaticall. Caſt, thatis to ſay, giue with a good 
heart willingly, and readily, and freely, not being bound 
at all to the loue of carthly things, as Daxid ſaith, If riches 
jmncreaſ{e, ſet not your heart vponthem, Pſal.62, no, and God 
louethan open heart, or cheerfull giuer, that giuerh confi- 
cently without feare , and freely without on. 
| i | T his 
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This goodnelle of the heart in this reſpeR conliſteth of 
theſe particulars : 

L. Thankefalneſſe ,, when vpon conſideration of Gods 
mercy and bounty towards vs in Chriſt, we deuote in way 
of thankfulneſle our goods,. not onely to ovr owne vſe, 
but to the poore, and to the Church. 2.Cor.8,5,T he Mace= 
donians firſt gaue thendetuesto the Lord, and after tothe 
Apoſtles, and to the poore at their requeſt, And the citi+ 
zens of Tyrws being conuerted , deuote their merchandize 
and gaines to the Lord , Eſay 23.18. Her merchandize ſhall 
xot be layd vp and kept in ſtore, but it ſhall be for them that dw:1 
vefore the Lord, to eate ſufficiently &c, 

II. Loa, tCor,t3.3. If a man give all that he hath,and 
hath not loue, it is nothing, Many build Hoſpitals for the 
poore, and ſo do Turks alſo; butthe Lords poore, the bre- 
thren of Chrilt, Math. 25. they know not: nay,they had 1a- 
ther take from ſuch poore, 

I11. Compaſſion, We muſt reioyce with them that re- 
toyce, and weepe.with them that weepe : wee mult relieue 
them that want, and make their caſe our owne,The wicked 
churle ſayth, do as they will, ſhift as they can, &c.-when he 
diſpollclIcth apooretenant for a little mere rent; for one 
poore man will oppreſle and difpotletle another , and this 
15 like the saging [torme that deſtroyeth all things. It js the 
voice of a bealt, not ofa man; euery beaſt careth onely for 
hiniſeife, and when one, js fallen, the other tread vpon him; 
and goare him, and lo do beaſtly men, 


II, Simplicitiezand that is when we aime at neither: 


profit nor praiſe, but intend to obey the commandement 


of God. Therefore ſayth Chriſt, Aath 6,3. Letnot the left- 


band know what the right doth.Giue in vprightnelle and fin- 
ceritic.of heart, whether in priuate or pablicke; otherwiſe 
ke that giueth, giveth not:to God, bur to himlelfe ; that is 
the meanjng oftheſewords. 

V. Cheerfalncſſe. Rich men muſt diſtribute and commu- 
nicxe, fcr God loueth a cheerfull giver, 1.7im.6 16 Solo« 
mon ſayth, Pron,z.28, Say not to thy neighbour, go, and coma 
Ag ainejto morrow, and 1 will gine it thee , if thou haſt it -— 

0h 


Verſe 1. An Expoſition, or Chapitr., 
Job layth, that he re{trainced not thedeſire of che poore,nor 
made checic of the widdow to faile, /ob 3 1.416, 

V 1.- Boantifulneſſe.He that lowerth plentifully,ſhall reape 
plentifully, 2-Cor.7. 

Eread. A Synecdoche of the Special. By Bread he mea- 


 neth all kinde of ſuſtenance and maintenance, -meate, 


crinke, apparcell, lodging, money,CMatth,z f.y5, &c,e 
uen whatloeuer our brethren Randin neede of , wherein 
wee are ablc to he'pe them , their ſoules, bodies , ſtates, 
For we mult not oncly helpe a man when he is fa!len, with 
our almes, but aſlilt him before he fall with our reliefe, and 
ſuccour,both by.g'uing and lending. The deceitful hearts 
of hypocrites and;churles is herchu damrable, They will 


 rclieueor aſliſt no man, but ſuffer him to fall,yea occalion, 


and cauſe his fall to buy vp all chat he hath, for neede ma- 
keth good penny Worths.  Thep will they; nay,then muſt 
they rclicue him on the common almes,wherin the churle 
for his part will beare the leaſt charge. And if for his great 
penny worth bee doth any thing of free will, hee thinketh 
that hee hath done a great worke, deſcruing great com- 
mendatiop,and reward at Gods hands. T heſe are the com - 
mon good workes and almes of the deceirfull world. They 
are molt commonly like vnto perſecuters and robbers thas 
doe giue ( ſometimes) tothe poore part of their ſtollen 
goods, lt is (indeede) nothing but the offering of aD. gs 
headzand S wines bloud ia facrifice, yet they thinke to me- 
rit heauen therewith. | 
Thy bread. Therefore thou mult giue thine owne, not 
2s mercilcfle churles doe, guilefully ; nor yer as their fel- 
low chieues doe, which ſ{tcalemuch from one, and giue a- 
lietle co another;or benefit one, and hurt many. Thethicfe 
that robveth by the highway giuethto the poore,that beg- 
geth by the highway , and heeis counted a g001 maiſter, 
but hee ſhall be hanged for his goodnUlle, if hee be appre- 
hended. Coenlider this ye couetousperfons, extortioners, 
viurers,and all yalawfull getters, that enrich your ſclucs by 
the binderance of other men, 'God indeede};may in mercic 
. CCept your repentance , but your gitts and great workes 
are 


Verſe t. Commentary ew Ecernsiaeras. Chapany” 8g. 


areabhomioable inthe fight of God without repentance, 

and dcniall of all your deceitfuiland falſe goodneile . For 

God is no receiuer of tollen goods, If yee bee contented + 

, withthat which ye can lawfully get in a lawtull calling,and 
truſt io him, giuing a lictle of a lictle , yec ſhall pleaſe him 
better, then otherwiſe with thouſands . Be thou content, 
and let them do great workes into whoſe hands God hath 
put much wealth, If chey will not, their damnation ſhalbe 
the greater, and God ſhall diſpoſe of their wealth as plea» 

1 ſeth him, it may be, to thee, or thine, The widdowes mite 
ſhall be as great a gift, in the ſight of God, the rewarder of 
egcry worke, as the great ſummes of Princes in the cyesof 
men, Asfor the pitt of the couctous perſon, vſurer, extor- 
tioner, or opprellour, it is bur the ſacrificing of a dogges 
head, . and ſwines bloud, as I ſayd before, it is but abribe 
to make God partaker of their theft and robberics, e Amos 
2.3, vnleſſcit be in the way of reſtitution ypon vnfained 
repentance, as Zachers did . Many, chiefly Popiſh world- 
lings will doe no good whiles they live , butat thcirlaſt 
end they thinke to meric heauen with a-great funerall feaſt, 
ot gift of money, of an houſe, orof ſome landout of their 
ſuperfluity. They haue indeed. made many goodbargaines 
jn their life, and this is one of the beſt . The carneſt penny 
indeede is offered, if it will be receiued, but heauen cannot 
be ſo bought. A wiſe man goeth forth to his worke inthe 
morning, he taketh the day before him ;- bur this perſan. 
will beginneat Sunne-ſct ( if atall) when the gates of the: 
Citty are ſhut. In the time of life I heard him ſay often, 
char all things may be done for mony, and with the bribe 
hath he procured himfelfe much fauour ,. and auoyded de-- 
ſerucd puniſhment , and the beaſt thinketh now to deale: 
fo with God. For I ſce no token of a penitenr and contrite: 
heart, nor ſorrow for ſinne, but iuſtitying of himſelfe , no 
reſtitution, but onely a gift giuen out of ſuper uity.; and, 
ſomerimes nothing at all, 

Vpon the waters, An illuſtration of th eright mannerof 
giving, by a fimilitude of Seedeor Bread:ſowne or caft vp-- 
ontheSeas, lignifyiag not only thefincerity and ——_ 
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Chap.rr: 
of the heart in piuing, but alſo the perſons ro whom it is 
given. The wile worldling thinketh thatwhatſoever is gi- 
uen is loſt; and if neither profit, nor praiſe of men, nor 
any thing redound at all to him againe , hce counteth ir 
quite loſt, Therefore reſpeRing himlelfe onely in every 
thingy (neither can hee doe otherwiſe) hee countech that 
which is giuen to the) poore Miniſter, who is neareſt yato 
God, cleerly caſt away, becauſethe worldling is cither Po=- 
piſh or Turkiſh , either an hypocrite or plaine ethnicke, 
neither would he hane any man that fearerh God to haue 
any thing , His ſpirit telleth bim that he is of the world, 
and hath his portion in this life onely, therefore he clay- 
meth the world as his owneright to himſclfe, and ſuch as 
are ſcruiceable and pleaſing ro his feſh, Their ſpirit, I ſays 
ſayth as their father the diucll ſayd, L=c.4, All is wine, and 
1 gixe it to whom ] will, The childreniof God are not for 
the profit or praiſe of worldlings , therefore would they 
hauc the world rid of them. They cry with open mouth, 
away withthem, | 

The perſons to whom we muſt giue,are the poore, ſuch 
as ncedourrelicte and almes, that is, ſuch as are nor able 
to labourfor living, by reaſon of ficknelle, age, &c. Theſe 
poore are cither good, or elſe prophane, idle, Bclials, do- 
naughts. The good are thoſe that liue honeſtly, and labour 
tzuly for their living ashealth and Rrength will permit, and 
are thankfull toGod and to their benctaors. Theſe arc a 
fertile ſoyle, worththe coſt and labour, and plenty of good 
ſeed. For that whichis Jone to-them, is done to.Chrifſt him- 
ſelfe. He calleth them his brethren, Math.25440. and his 
lictle ones. To theſe muſt we doe good eſpecially, or elſe 
It is a ſure tokenthar the loue of-God is not in vs. For be 
that ſeeth his brother haue nerd, and ſhutteth vp his compaſſion 
frembim , bow dwelleth the lone of God in him? Againe, the | 
Law fayth, Thow ſhalt lone thy neighbor as thy ſelfe. The Mas 
cedonians were willing totheir power, and beyond their - 
power torelicuetheirpoore brethren; 2.Cor.8.3. yet it is 
Rot meant that a man ſhould eaſe others and burthen him- 
ele as he tht lendeth his money itbour nel ohio 

at 


chat is ices th hun inche meane a wanteth 
necellacies, ver{.13,, burtro make an equality in ſupplying = 
one anothers want, yerl.14+ Neither is this meant to = 
found callngs, for every one muſt be content with his cal 
ling, as Paw! (aythof ſeruants,&c.buc to relieue mens wants 
in thei callings, yea and friendly to helpe them forwards 
not to enuy and ſappretleon cuery (ide, that we our ſelues 
may be aloftalone, and baue all at our owne diſpoſing, 
Neither yet in wants is it meant of an Arithmeticall equa. 
lity, bat Geomertricall, asthe. Philoſophers ſay, tbat rclicfe 
be giuen according to the need and worthineile of the per. 
ſon. I fay worthineſle; for the houſhold of faith is ſpecially 
to be relicucd, though our Al-alikes can abide no diffes 
rence, cxcept in this,. that as the world loueth his owne, 
fo do they molt affeR their raſcals and claw- backs, Herein 
they make a difference , for to theſe are they very boun- 
tifull, when they will not beſtow a good looke vpon a 
poore Miniſter, nor honeſt poore man , theſe muſt licke 
their living of the thorne, and chew vpon the bridle, They 
will have no difference at all of grace and morality, (this 
difference the Papiſt cannot abide) morality and flattery, 
infirmiries|and prophaneneffe, but all muſt be alike . Bur 
when all is alike, that is to ſay, darkne(le and carnality, (for 
chat their ſpirit intendeth); then will their pride make di- 
RinRions and degrees enough. And this is nothing bus 
to draw all from God, that they themſclues mightbe gods, 
ara and iudging,iuſtifying and condemning,helping 
and forſaking men accordingly as they pleaſe, and as they 
are pleaſcd. 

The other fort of poore are neuer-goods or doe- 
naughts, that haue lived idlcly,and brought themſclues into 
want,and in wantare (till idle and thankletTe,abuſing them- 
ſclueseuen in that licle which they hauc, and is given them, 
Theſe are-a barren ſoyle for a. man to caſt his ſeede vpon» 
They are water that conſyumeth and rotteth the ſeede 
or bread that is caſt into it; and ſo in reſpeR-of them 
it is loſt. Forthey arc. rather ready to ſpeakeyeuill, and doe 
ell men ger hrmgen)., nt walks cheer -wb 
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An Expoſition, or Chap.1r, 
lies ; yet in their neceſſity and miſery muſt we help them, 
though they be naught, becauſe we our ſelues are good, c- 
uen the children of God, and followers of God, who caus 
ſeth the raine to fall, and the Sunne to ſhine ypon all, 
Chriſt healed the nine vathankefull Leapers , as well as the 
ecnth,and he did good to vs when wee were his enemies, 
He prayedfor his perſecuters , for he came to ſaue,norto 
deſtroy. And S«/owon ſayth, Doc good for the commaun- 
dement ſake. Relicue the godly in loue, the cuill in pittie : 
we may beſure ofthis, that our gift to the euil in that ſenſe 
ſhalldoe vs good, and himgood alſo, and more happly 
then weare aware of ; this being excepted, »that wee mini- 
Ker not matter to his wickednetle, 1 meane, that our libe« 
ralitie be not meanes to maintayne his idleneſſe, drunken- 
neile, whooredome, &c. to our knowledge, (Yet many 
arc t0O wiſe, too circumſpeR heerein; they proue naught 
in ſeeming to be too good.) In this caſe lend to the poore, 
and lend not) andif he be without grace or gouernmenty 
put thy meate into his mouth , but let him not finger thy 
money, neyther be ſurety for ſuch , left the weight of his 
folly be layd on thy backe, For hee hath the plague, and 
would haue all alike with him. The prodigall loueth not 
parlimony, His nature is tovndoe all that deale with him, 
and follow his humours ; neyther regarde his ſerpentine 
tongue, itis no ſlaunder. As his necke is, ſo let him chew 
rn 4: bit. For S«/omon ſayth, That a wiſe man ordereth 
his affaires by diſcretion, Be nor aſhamed, ſaith the ſonne 
of Syrach, to beatean ydle ſtubborneſeruant to the blood. 
And Nature teacheth vs to caſt out vnprofitable Drones, 
But what Drone can be worſethen thoſe that curſe, mur- 
mure, and ſpeake euill of their BenefaQtors , when as they 
ſhould pray for them ? Laſtly, the Law ſayth, ReſpeR not 
the poore for his pouerty,giue righteous judgement, By a!l 
this we learne what to do with an evill rongued Drone,and. 
a ſturdy loynes, and whatcourſe to take with the'wicked 
labouring man, that ſpendeth ll, arid ſpareth naught , be- 
cauſe the Pariſh mult vkeepe his children, Some ſuch like 
poore thereare, Laſtly, we muſt do goud to frangers 
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whom wee never ſawe, andare neuer like to ſee agayne ; 
which are ſignified by waters alſo, 

For thow ſhalt finde it after many dayes, A teaſon to en- 
force this duty. Thy benefit ſhall not be fruitlefle, though 
it ſecme to becalt inco the Sea, and vuaetly loſt; yet itisin 
the hand of the Lord , who ſhall reftore it tothe agaync 
with aduantage, The Scede that is ſcattered abroade ypon 
the ground, {ecmeth to. be loſt; yecit groweth by little and 
little , and commeth in theend to a plentifull harueſt £ ſo 
ſhall that doe which is ſowne on the waters, The poore 
are compared to ground, 2.Cor.7, realy dreſſed and tilled 
to our ha2ds, and ourreliefc is ſeede caftypon it ; and for 
our paynesand coſt in ſowing it, we are promiſed to reape 
the whole cropp: our {clues. Fur he ſaith Dewteron, 1.10, 
The Lord thy God ſhall bleſfſe thee tn all thy workes , and in all 
that thou putteſt thine hand v#to, Prouer.19,17, He that hath 
pitti on the poore, lendeth ro the Lord, and that which he hath: 
ginen will be pay him againe. Allo Math, 10,42. He that gi- 
weth bat « cuppe of colde water to one of theſe luttle ones, in the 
name of a Diſciple, ſhall not loſe hig reward. A cuppe of colde 
water giuen in this ſence, is bettcr then thouſands and 
millions in a carnall reſpe&. For God reſpeReth the intent 
of the heart onely, as for the gift it ſelfe, that is Gods owne 
already; the whole world is his owney he hath no neede of 
our gifts, it is bis already, and he can giue it to whom hee 
will, hee maketh hcires ; therefore hee reſp:Reth not the 
greatnelle of che gift, but the (anceritie of the giuer ; hee 
needeth, I ſay, nothing from vs, who can fecede his poore 
at bis pleaſure , but we have neede of faith and obedience, 
that he might be glorified in our ſaluation, whole glorie is 
not diminiſhed,though we were all damned. If God blelle 
and proſper a man in his perſon, familie, cactell, Lands, he 
ſhall ſoone be rich, although his beginning be right lircle. 
For it isnot to be regarded, how much a man hath , but 
how it proſperech. Cone, hempe, flaxe, trees,"\carbs grow 
in a ſhortſpace , but no man ſeeth how ; ſo is it with him 
whom God proſpereth, For firſt, God giues him wiſdome, 
and a right forecaſt, Secondly, there is a bleiling vppon ity 
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which is aboue all indeuours, Some man groweth rich, no 
man knoweth how, nor himſelfencyther, Agayne, ſome 
beconmeth poore, hee knoweth not how ; ney ther can a- 
ny man well tell him, Moreouer, beſides the continuall ſuc- 
celleof his labours, God (tirreth vp others to doe good to 
bin atter many dayes vpon long triall of his faith and con- 
{tanciec; and the Lord maketh heyres at his plcaſure,lands 
and cocds are in his diſpoſing, But the wiſedome of the 
this quite contrary, The way to be rich, 1s to ſpend no- 
thing, 10 giue nothing, to opprellethe poore, to detaine 
their wages &c, 

Thcre was in acertaine place, one that went among the 
neivhbours to ceaue ſome bencuolence towards the Minis 
ſters maintenance, three of the richelt and wiſeſt ({o repu« 
ted) gave theſe anſwers. One ſaid; The more ] do gine, the 
lefſe I haue. Another olde man faid ; 7 ſee the fore-end of my 
life, but I ſee not my latter : I may come to want that wbich 1 
now gine, Thethird ſaid; 1 kxow what ] bane heere, but I am 
not (ure what reward I ſh«ll haue when 1 am dead , His mean- 
ing was, that if he had beene ſure that there werea King- 
dome of glory , hee would haue giuen ſomewhat to haue 
purchaſcd it. And a fourth olde man ſaidz That he was old, 
and paſt preaching, let bus ſonne, if he wonld, gine to preacbing, 
Yea and another aged man faid ; That he knew how to beſtow 
his money better , Heere is fleſhly wiſedome,whlch is cnmi- 
ty tothe Law of God. But the word of God teacheth quite 
contrary . The former is mans wiſedome, ſenſuall and di- 
uelliſh, but this following is Gods, He that will be rich, let 
him beſtow freely on the poore,, he that will gine, ſhall get ; it 
#4 better to giue then to take he that will ſane his life, ſ#all loſe 
it ; aud conrarily, he that will keepe and ſane his goodes , ſhall 
loſe them ; and bee that will caſt thems away, ſhall ſane and en- 
creaſe them, and that eyther by proſperitie, and continuall 

god ſucceſſein innumerable (mall partcjulars thereof ; or 
elſeaſterward , as the Lord prouided for the faithfull wide 
dow of Sarepta, when ſhe looked for nothing bur death;yet 
of that little Mcale and Oyle that was left, ſhee ferued the 
Lords Prophet firlt : a worthy example of faith , And Abs- 
: gail, 
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gel, for a {mal preſent beſtowed on Dazidin his necellicy, 
became a Queene, whereas churhſh Naba! was ſtrucken 
dead, So do theſe couctous wretches rake mony together 
for other men that neuer {weat fur it, 


Verſe 2, Gine a porticn to ſenen, and alſo ts eight : for thou 
knoweſt not what exill ſhall be vpon the earth, 
T2 verſe ſetteth downe the extent of our liberality, 
ſhewing to how many we mult giue, Gime a portion to 
ſeuen, and alſo to eight, A Synecdoche of the ſpecial, a finite 
number being pur for an infinite; as Chrilt anſwered to 
Peter, Forgiue not thy brother till teuen times, but till ſe- 
uenty ſeuen times. T his maner of ſpeech is viedgMica 5. 5+ 
Then ſhall we raiſe againſt bim ſent ſhepheards,and eight prin- 
cipall men © that is, ſo many ſhepheards, both teachers and 
rulers as ſhall ſufficiently feed the Church of Chriſt, and de» 
fend it from the enemies, and breake the power thereof, 
Therefore we mult giueto all that need our helpe, Luke 6. 
Gin to enery one that acheth, As charity maketh a difference 
of perſons, ſo againe it reſpeReth cuery mans neceſlicy 
to giue to him according to his need, A gift beſtowed on 
a mans neceſſity, isnor loſt, becauſeit is put into the hands 
of God, thatis done forthe commandement ſake, and of 
pity. For God regardeth the heart ot the giuer, not the 
gift, nor ſo much the perſon to whom. A ſmall gift of a 
good hcart is great; and contrarily, 

For thou knoweſt not what exill ſhall be pon the earth, How 
long thou ſhalt enioy thy goods, thou knoweſt not, and 
what need thou or thine may come to, thou knowelt nor, 
Surely, with what meaſure a man meateth,to him it ſhall 
be meaſured againe. Blefled is he (fayth Dad) chat proe 
vidzth for the licke and needy , the Lord ſha!l deliver him 
j1 time of troub!e. Dues prouided tor his owne belly, 
but potbing for the poore, but aft rward he ſtood in need 
of Lazar helpe, but in vaine. So ſhall it be with eucry 
rich glutzon that loucth himſelfe and haterh rhe pore, 
When the rich mans ſoule is in hell, then (all his geods be 
Ciſperſed on the earth and his children vegzbonds,beggivg 
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their bread, and ſometimes hanged fortheir leudneſſe . As 
the diucls terched away the ſoule of the couctous rich man 
Luk.12. fo commonly dotvſurers, whores, andother miſ- 
creants carry away their goods, Surely, it Dixcs could haye 
riſen from the dead, ite would haue done good; but the 
Apoſtle ſayth, While we haue time, let vs do: good , while 
we are liuing, and haue goods to beſtow, For while we are: 
Luing, they are ours, afterwards they are none of ours: 
we are now the ſtewards of them, let vs now make friends 
of the vorighteous Mammon , let vs worke while we haue 
the inſtrument in our hands, and do-good while God gi- 
utth power todo it. For riches are for thetime our gift or 
talent, to be Ilayd out and vſed for our Lords aduantage. Ir 
isa folly not todo good intime of life, but to deferce till 
&cath, as many brute heads do, ſcruing God as they liſt,and 
how and when they liſt , ſeruing themſclues firſt, and if 
ought leaue, then ſhall God haus ſomething ; contrary to 
the practile of the faithfull widow of Sarepra, as though 
God were a begger that ſtood nced at all times, and ſo no« 
tling could come amille, nor at any time amille, and that 
he mult depend on vs, and bethankfull ro vs. Thoufooleo 
and mad man, God þicdeth thee doe good in time of 
ſtrengrh, not at thy laſt end; he rcſpeReth thy faith and 0+ 
bedienceto his commandement, not thy gitc, which is his 
o\vr.e, not thine, Haſt thou his grace at command ? Thou 
that wilt not now do good, ſhalt not then, For he will cut 
thce off ſuddenly, thou ſhalt die in thy finne; nay in ſtead 
of doing good, thou fhalt haply end thy dayes in curſing 
and blaſpheming God, and in fearfuil deſperation. Agaire, 
thou wilt giue to the poore at thy laſt end, &c, How many 
are \udcevly taken, as One arreſted by the Sergeant ? and ag 
thou halt bene vnfaithfull to the poore, ſo may thy exc. 
cators beto thee and them, But it the poore be partakers 
thereof, that is no gocd to the, but thy taith and obed'c.ice 
ſhou:d have bene rewarded. T he conmaadement is given 
to men living, not tt» men dying, T hou haſt alwayes bene 
a theete, and art ſo Nil, forthis is but a ſmall part of that 
waich thou halt vniuſtly withhicld from the poore, and 
WLOng- 
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wrongfully gotten. Therefore thou art bur as one going to 
the execution for theft, and reſtoring ſome ſmall part of his 
ftollen goods to the poore as he gocth, which cannot free 
him from the gallowes, and leauing the reſt to his babes, 
which ſhall be taken, yea ſtollen from them againe, or wi- 
ther away, they cannot tell how, For the curſe of the poore 
is ypon their patrimony, though themſclues be ſafe, 


Verſe 3. If the clouds be full of raine, they emptie themſelues 
pon the earth: and if the tree fall toward the South, or ta- 
ward the North, in the place where the tree falleth, there is 
ſhall be . 


' A Confirmation drawne from the creatures, or law of 
nature, whereof two are ſpecified; full clouds;and 
fruictull rrees. Or, they arc an illuſtration of the rich mans 
duty or ſtewardſhip, and vie of worldly goods,' by the (i= 
militudes or examples of clouds and trees , vegetables and 
meteors, cuen all the creatures , As the- clouds being full, 
doe not withhold cheir raine, but powre it downe vpon 
the earth; ſo the rich man muſt not hoord vp his treaſures 
or goods from others, When the merchants of Tyre repens» 
ted, they left off to hoard vp riches and gaine, according 
ro their eld manner, and dedicated them ro holy vies, Our 
Saujour fayrh , Giue almes,and lay vp treaſure in heauen. 
Thus did 7b, and the faichfull in the Pr imitiue Church ſold 
their poſſeſſions to communicate te the needy, Moreouer, 
the clouds do not raine vpon certaine mens grounds, cer- 
rainc helds aid woods} but vpon a'l places and all things 
wherethey are caried withthe windes', So the truly merci- 
full, namely he that. is receiued to mercy, ſhewetti mercy 
on all, 1s compaſſion is extended to all; which generall ex- 
rent isa print or {tampeof Gods mercy ſet in his heart, to 
wit, that he is received to mercy, and is againe truly mer. 
ci'ull, a fruite of the former. Chriſt ſayth, Be yee mercifull, 
as your heauenly Father is mercifull, Now he ſheweth mer- 
cy on all, as Pau! ſaith, He is the Sauiour of all men , clvc- 
$ially of them that belecue. Rich mens houſes are Go!'s 
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ftore-houſes, His gold, filuer, corne, wine, oyle, &c. is not 
layd vp in euery houie, nor the charge and diſpenſa. 
tion thereof commitred to euery one, but to certaine per= 
ſons and places, where it mult not lye as a talent hid in che 
eround, but bediſperied abroad among other men, For 
L.c chat hath giuen powergright and a commandement to 
gather his frui es, hach alſo giuen a commandement how 
to di/poſe ther. As the clouds , ſo all creatures haue their 
tulneile, which 1s not for themſclues, but for the earth; and 
they cnuy their raine to no man. The rich mansfulneſle is 
not tor himſelte, but for all, and he muſt enuy the ſame to 
no van, for that is hatefall tro God and man. For the earth 
is the Lords, with the tulnelle thereof, and the creatures 
with the fulnetle thereof;- cuecry fulneſle is for man , and 
eucry man bath a fulnefle to be rained vpon all, to be di. 
{tributed and communicatedito all; and that is bis gift or 
talent. All creatures haue not one kind of fulneſle, nor all 
members one office, nor all men in a corporation one 
trade. But every one diftributeth his fulneſle, and is ſerued 
of the tulnefle of others , that there may be a ſupply cf a!l 
necellaries to cuery manzand anequality, He that retaineth 
his fulactle to rot within him, is worthily hated, For he ts 
a drone and a thecfe.Therefore Saint Iames threatneth iudg- 
ment, mourning, and woe to them, /am.y.1.2,3, The rot- 
cennefle of their riches, the mothesof their garments, the 
canker and ruſt of their gold and filuer ſhall be a wicnelle 
azainſt them, and eate vp their fleſh as fire, 

And if the tree falleth, &c, The trees bring forth fruite tor 
man, ſo muſt man do for man. They are fruitfull on euer 
ſide, and where their fruite falleth, there it lyeth for all chac 
need it : fo muſt euery man be fruicfull of good workes, as 
he hath receiued the gift and the fulneſTe thereof, And in 
what place ſoeuer the tree groweth it fruQtifieth,ſo doth a 
good man out of the good treaſure of his heart bring forth 
good vntoall,whereſocucrhe is, | 


Verſe 


Verſe 4. He that obſerneth the winde, ſhall not [ow: and he that 
regaraeth the clowds z (ball not reape,! AS 


” He former exhortation is figured by a double Prolep/is 
in this and the next verſe : wherein the anſwers are 
wholly ſet downe, figured by an a/legory, but the obicRi- 
ons are ynderſtood. The firlt is concerning the-time, and 
perſons, Firſt, for the time. They ſay, that now thiey are 
not prouided to giue, they haue rents to pay, they haue an 
hard Landlord, (:t # becawſe thou art hard to the poore,” Mas, 
7.2,) they haue a purchaſe to pay for,They haue layd all out 
ypon houſe, land, cattell, they will hereafter do ſomethin T, 
When they die, they will makea bequeſt co the poore, (2s 
n0n eft hoate, cras mins apt erit,) Mony is ſcanty (bt grace 
z more ſcants) they feare a dearth, (that s the charles deſire ) 
therefore they cannot yet do good, | 

Secondly, concerning the perſons. They alledge that 
they ſhould haue bene more prouident andpainfull in for- 
mer times, that they are vnworthy of any thing; thatthey 
are leud and wicked (the thy ſelfe) and will ſpend it naugh- 
tily (as thow getteſt it,) that all is loſt which is pur into a ri- 
uen diſh (nor in a cloſe cheit,) they muſt not doe for cuery 
one (that ds all for themſelnes,) and fo out of their ſelfeloue, 
diſtruſt and infidelity,they pretend a thouſand excuſes and 
delayes,they find innumerable obſtaclesto hinder them that 
they ſhall neuer do any good thing art all. 

The an{wer hereto, is illuſtrated by a ſimilicrude of the 
ſower and the reaper. He that obſerneth the winde, ſhall not 
ſaw. He that (ſtands ypon winde and weather, calme and 
ſunſhine, ſhall never ſow his ſeed in the ſpring, Now it is 
rainy, now adriſling fog and claggie, now \now-like, now 
froſty and dry, now windy and ſtormy, &c, no weather 
pleaſeth, he will carry for a more convenient ſeaſon, and 
that comes to be out of ſcaſon, and ſometimes,when caring 
time is palt. ltis colde, threfore the ſlouch will not plow, 
Pron,20,4, It raineth, the land will be too heauie ; it dril- 
Jeth, that will cot the furniture : the windes are aloft , that 
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will blow his ſced on heapeg; it is ouermoiſt, that will cauſe 
weeds; it is ouerdric and froſt-hke, the ſeed. will not come 
vp; ics a faire day anda conuenient ſeaſon, but there is a 
Lion inthe way. So the wicked rich cannot ſow the ſced of 
good workes,for want of a conuenient time and perſon, Ei- 
ther the weather or land is not in tune, becauſe himſclfe is 
out of tune, But the ſtrong man attaincth to riches , the 
good husbandman ouerpowreth the weather, 2nd the ſtars: 
{o a good heart of gracious diſpolition can do- good at all 
times, and to all perſons , kee is armed. againſt all weas 
thers. 

And he that regardeth the clouds, ſhall not reaps, Hee that 
will carry for a conuenient ſeaſon of his owne deuiſing, ſhall 
reape his owaedeuice, eucn nothing. He that will not ſow 
trill he ſee and be ſure of taire weather , (hall haply never 
mow, but let his corne,rot on the ground, or be all caten 
with beaſts and birds, We muſt take the time as it is, and 
reape the fruitesas they are, As we ſerue others, ſo are we 
ſeruedagaine,Some man will do goad when he is old, ſome 
when he dicth, ſome after death by his laſt will ; ſome feare 
povertie and want: hereafter ; ſome haue now no leiſure; 
{ome alledge the vaworthinelle and vnthankfulnetle of the 
poore: but none of theſe can finde a time when, nor a per= 
ſon to whom to do good,till death ſummon them to iadges 
ment, and then come they with their talent tied vp in a: 
napkin.Their rewacd ſhall be according totheir workes, 


Verſe 5. As thou knoweſt net what is the way of the ſpirit, nor 
how the bones ao grow in the wombe of her that s with child: 
enev ſo thou kncweſt not the workes of God who makgth all, 


N anſwer to the ſecond obieRion,' concerninga mans 

ſe]fe, ariſing from hisdiftidence in Godsprouidencey 
and deniall of his power. It is thus: i know not what need 
I may (tand hereafcer , for1 ſee not my latter end, I mult 
proviLe alfo for my wife and children z the more that I lay 
vp the more ſhall they finde, this I am ſure of; and the 
more that 1 giue, the leflec 1, haue , that I am as ſure of, 


- 
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I will not depend on chaunces, fortunes , and vaine hope, 
I will not make my ſclte richer by other mens goodes, and 
hee that waiteth for olde mens ſhoves, may happily goe 
bare foote in the meanetime; and a birdin the hand 1s far 
better then two in the wood : (butif ſhedie, and be tur= 
ned into rottenneſle in thine hand , or bee poylſon to thee 
when thou eateſt her , what art thou the better ? ) how, or 
which way ſhall God doe this or that for me,or mine? what 
will he doe for me? when will he doc it? While the graile 
groweth, the horſedycth in the meane time; 1 will firit re» 
lic on mine owne prouidence, and on Gods afterward. I 
will doe for my cite, ( yea by ficalingandlying amongeſt 
hands; ) ſuch like were the diſtruſtfull and blaſphemous 
ſpceches of the I ſraclices in the wildernefſe, which are ſet 

orth as eaſamples for our admonition. They allo limited 
Gods power and prouidence. How ſhall we do for bread: 
and water in this barren and thiſty deſert ? Can God pres 
pare a Table in the wilderneſſe? Wee are wearie of this Mun- 
u4', can hee gine vs fleſh? wouldto God wee were in «/Egypt 
agayne : (or inthe bottome of the redde Sea with Pharaohs ar- 
mie, if God ſhould deale with you according to your deſerts but 
that bee reſpefteth his promiſe tro Abraham, aa glory of bis 
name among ſt the heathen, ) 

The anlwer is illuſtrated by a (imilitude, As thon knoweſt 
wot what « the way of the Spirit, Leane not to thine owne 
wiſedome, nor limite the power of God . Hee hath com« 
maunded, thou muſt obey withoutreaſons, He hath pro« 
miſed,thou mult beleeue without interrogatories;thou muſt 
not binde him to times and meanes, His ſecrelie is his glo- 
ric, none is of his counſel], neither is any worthy or able, 
for his wiſedSmſcis infinite; his goodneſſeis toall, and his 
mercy is oucr all his workes , and on them that feare hime 
throughout all generations. As chou knoweſt not the way: 
of the winde, when it ſhall come , whence it commeth , or 
whither, or how it goeth : and as thou knoweſt not how: 
the bones doe grow in the wombe, ſo neyther canſt thou 
know the workes of God , who makcth all by the word of 
his power,and goucrnes all by the word of his proyidences 


he 
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he onely is all in all,ſhewing mercy and iuſtice on all. Feare 
and obey therefore , truſt act thine owne counterfeit ima- 
einations » Make not a world nor an eſtate to thy ſelfe after 
thine owne will, for all that ſhall be bur as the cracking of 
thornes vrder a pot. Thy fame ſhall ſeeme great,thy noiſe 
loud, but both ſhall {oGainly vaniſh into light aſhes ; with+ 
out Gods bleſling thy riches ſhall never doe thee good, thy 
prouifion ſhall come co naught, none of thine for whome 
thou arc fo careful ſhall be che better for it, For a curſe is 
vpon it. God bleſleth his owne gitts , not thy gatherings, 
his owne ordinance, net thy deuice, The anna gatheted 
on the weeke day by Gods appoyntment , proſpered, but 
that which was gathered on the Sabaoths morning by the 
couetous, fearcfull, and diftruſttull, was putrified and full 
of wormes; and they that werenot content with Gods al- 
lowance, but would haue fleſh, had their deſire ; but their 
delire was wicked , therefore their fleſh brought a plague 
withit. Neither did the Manna nor the fleſh otgheir owne 
gatberipg and defiring doe them good. For there was the 
man, but the meate was taken away; here was the meatey 
but the man was taken away!. Soitis now, Therefore, be 
thou contented, hope in him, bee doing good, and thou 
ſhalt haue good , and thy good ſhall be good to thee, and 
continue with thee, Be ſure of this, that of doing good 
there can come none euill , neyther can wickednetle prof- 
per. If thou haſt goods in thine owne hands, and canſt 
looke ypon them , thouart joyfull; and if they be in the 
hand of God, not yet giuen thee, diſtruſt not. That which 
i5in Gods hands, is(by faith) ſurer to thee then that which 
is inthineowne hands, if thou doeſt but Iooke vpon thy 
ſinnefull and polluted hands aſwell as vpon thy goods in 
chem. Thy ſinnes ſhall take theſe from thee , and thy faith 
ſhall bripg the otherto thee « Note this worke of God in 
the world. There is many a rich heyre that can neuer be at 
eaſe till all his patrimony be ſpent, Againe,there is that can= 
not thriue till bis foule inheritance be cleane waſhed away, 


Or his hands cleanſed of that filth , and then afterwards he 


proſpercth and atcaincth to riches . For the man that ſets 
0 his 
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his heart to cather for his children, withdraweth himlſclfe 
commonly from relieving the poore, and fo bringeth a 
curſe on his houſe and lands, the executioner whereof is 
the heyre for whom he Jaboured, Hee that hath grace to 
belcene , totruſtinGod, todoe good, whether hee hach 
much or little,is heyreto all things,and ſhall want nothing 
that is for bis good : and God knoweth what is for Qur 
good betterthen we; heis our father, the Arcirnt of daies, 
molt wiſe , wee are but children, &c, Therefore: teare not, 
God ſhall briog it to palle, calt thy care on him, onely be 
doing good. T he good Counſellor ſhall want no Clients; 
the good Phylition no patients ; the good Tradeſman no 
cuſtome; the man that feateth God no friends and hel- 
pers. For the hearts of a'l men arein Gods hands, and his 
workes abouereaſon , and beyond expeRation are iniipitez 
to conclude, limite not God, but conl(idder how the Lord 
broitght Jonas to Ninewe; and by what meanes headuanced 
Teſeph , and prouided for /acob with his ſonnes in the great - 
and long famine of Canaas. 


Verle 6. In the morning ſowe thy ſcede, and in the enening 
with-holdnot thme hand : for thou know« 5b not whether 
ſhall proſper, eyther tby or that, or whether they both 
bath ſhall be alike good, 

Conclufion of the exhortation, verſes 2. 3.4.5. with 

the anſwers to the obiettions, verles 4.5. fi gured by 
an Allegorie. T heretore, #2 the morning ſowe thy ſeeds, andin 
the enening, &c, Lay out thy goods bountitully , and that 
wich a good and free heart in the mornjng, and let the day 
care for it ſelfe. Dye good all the day varill the eucniog, 
and then alſo;, and thus doe from day to-day, Fhen ſhale 
thou reſt in peace , and{leepein fatetie, when thou baſt re- 
poſed thy ſclfe on God, Doe good in thy young age, and 
mortihie the lufts of youth, andcares of middleage , and 
continuein well doing all olde age, and be then weary of 
lite, but notof well doing; neither weary.of hferqdo wall. 
And in thy laſt end, finiſh thy good lile well, arid doe fome 


good.worke after thou haſt taken thy leaue of the newy 
| ap 
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and turned thy backe, as the laſt word after a farewell for a 
wemorialland good enſample to the living, Whilea mans 
name is in memoric, and his works in fight, he is not dead, 
bur living. 

For thou knoweſt not whether (bal! proſper either this or that, 
&c.Aconfirmation drawn from the vncertainty of the ſuc- 
cclle of morning & euening ſowing , whether ſhall bring a 
better harveſt, or both alike, thou canſt not tell. T heretore 
do good, worke at alliimes,from morning till night; from 
yourh till olde age , and as at alltimes, fo to all men, good 
and bad, knowne and ynknowne, For neither doelt thou 
know which ſhall be molt fruitrfull, nor which God will 
moſtreward. A wordin due time is like Apples of golde 
with pictures of (zluer ; and ſo is a good deede, which can 
neuer be out of due time. A gifce ot ſmall valew ofc times 
doth great good toa man, and procureth great good to 
thy {elte, for God will heare the prayer ot the poore for thy 
{ake, and reward thee, when thou halt forgotten and kno- 
welt wherefore itis, Eucn as God doth puniſh age for the 

ſinnes of youth, &}{e would not Daxid haue prayed, Pſal. 
25.7. Remember not the finnes of my youth : ſo doth he reward 
the good workes of youth in olde age. For hee that giueth 
in youth, laita vp for age : becauſe, wharſocuer he ſecmeth 
to calt onthe waters to his preſent hinderance, ſhaibe paid 
him agayne with aduantage . What then 2 wilt chou giue 
becaulc of aduantage ? That is vſuric, which God hateth, 
Giuefreely, cf a faithfull and obedientheart , looking for 
nothing againe at all. But thou wilt ſay, many receiuc no 
ſuch reward. I anſwer , God knoweth the heart of the gi= 
uer, and thou muſt remember the refurreRion of the Nui, 
as well as preſent things , God hath a better thing in ſtore 
forthee , let not the trifles of this nonage diſcourage thee, 
This is a ſure ground, well doing ſhalbe rewarded, If thou 

{eelt not ſuch a reward hcere,thou art more bleſſed. becauſe 

moreaſlured of thereward hereafter, For the wicked alſo 

receive temporall rewards of externall,and hezrtleile good 
workes, Doe good therefore continually, andto all ; ſauc 
gotthy weate , andloſcthy life as Nabal did, Shall I giue 


my 
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my meate, drinke , money I know not to whom ? So the 
foole reaſoned. But Abraham and Lot , by ſhewing kind= 
nelle to cuery one, eptertayned Angels vnawares. lt they 
had beene as wiſe as Nabal thought himſelfe , they might 
haue periſhed in the fiery deluge of S»dom,as Nabal ſhould 
haue periſhed by the ſword . But bountifull Abigail could 
not periſh, no more then Lot; for the Lord delivereth the 
mercitull and liberall in time of trouble,and plenteoully re- 
wardeth the proude dcer, 


Verſe 7. Trmely the light # ſweete , anda pleaſant thing it ts 
for the eyes to behold the Sunne, 


= HE ſecond part of the chapter, or a»«ſcone, maine 
taining tye former precepts by a confutation or d e- 
firuRion ot the corrupt and Tultfull imaginations of mans 
worldly heart. It is figured by a double Prolepfss z the for- 
mer whereof is generall. The obieQion is figured by a Pro- 
ſopapeia , which is figured againe by an Allegorie in this 
verſe. The anſwer is giuen in the next 3 Trmely the light is 
ſweete.cc. By Light is mcant worldly proſperitie, Eſay 58. 
8, Then ſhallthy light breaks foorth. as the morning . By the 
Swine is meant an happy outward eltate,excelling all other, 
ſplendide an4 pompous, whercof che worldly heart is ena» 
moured , as the onely felicitie, [ob 31.26, If 1 beheld the 
Sunne when it ſhined, or the Moone walking in ber brightneſle, 
T hat is, if mine heart was enamoured on my 9 ourithing e- 
ſtaceif I bleſſed my ſelfe for my wealth,power,and honour. 
T oprocecd, wiheras Solomon hath before recail:d men from 
coueting ea:thly things , and ſelfz-loue to charitie, and 
good workes, that he might more firmely ſettle this grace 
in their heatts; hee now rooteth vp the weedes of fleſhly 
pleaſures, an4 worldly delights, by bringing in the carcail 
man obj Qing or replying againſt him for himſelfe, or ra- 
ther , vpon his good aimonitions to retrad him cloſcly , 
 ciinging to his dirty god Mammon, 2s Crabbes cleaue to 
therocke, and oneto an other when thcy arepulled away. 
An! but for allthat, a good!y inheritance is a ſweets 
thingz. 
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Verſe 7, An Expoſition, or Chap.1r. 


' thing; it isa pleaſantrhipg to be well ſeated in a fertile ſoile, 


in an \wholelome aire;neare to the river, not farre from the 
cCitic or market, to be tree from all troubles and cates that 
pouertie bringeth.What an heauenly life it is when a man 
need do nothing, but walke about his grounds for his plea- 
ſure , overſee his workmen , looke on his carreli, &c, - (4s 
the conetors rich man dig, Luk 12,) when hce is prouided 
of the belt houſholdſtutte and lodgings, and withall able to 
make his friend welcome, to enteriaine a gentleman, to 
keepe gentlemen companie, to keepe a couple of men and 
a good gelding , to ride with credit , andto change the fa- 
ſhion with the berter ſort, and to haue mony alwayes in his 
purſe, to be able to pleaſure a friend or a gentleman at his 
rcquelt in his need, to be able to maintaine his wife in the 
ccntlewomans faſhion, and to bring vp his children in lear- 
ning for greater preferment, Ah,this is a louely and defirea- 
ble cſtate aboue all things, ſay what they wills. I will go la- 
bour, and ſpare all that I can, and caft about cuery way;that 
I may haueas ſuch a one hath, and live as he doth, or might 
do if he were wile, Ah, what good could | doe, if I had as 
he hath, or had bene ſo well lett? He dwelleth in a {weete 
ſeare, what goodly and ſweete' grounds hath he adioyning 
to his houle ? what ſweete fields of wheate ? what goodly 
paſtures? what a goodly roote of wood? what pleaſant 
groues? ſome ſay, it will be ſolde ere long. He profpereth 
not,be is indebted; who{but a foole and a beaſt would make 


away {ucha goodly thing? Ah, would to God 1 had money 


to buy it, | would neuerpart from itz well, I will haue mony 
it I l:ue, I will make all cracke elſe, I ſhall live in pleaſure 
and comtort hereafter when I am old , and my ſonne ſhall 
be a fine yorg geatleman, of good account among pgentle- 
mens ſonnes, well accepted of the belt ſort, and ſhall caſily 
atfaine to greater dignitie, as | mcane to bring him vp, and 
place him in mariage, | What a zealous man is this! how his 
bowels yerne with pitie on the poore, and poore Miniſter! 
how he firſt of all ſecketh the kingdome of Ged and his 


Tighteouſnctke!} He meancth co be firſt, a couctous beaſt, 
to rake mony together by all meancs, qne ine, qnague inin- 
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Verſe 8. Commentary on EccltsStasrtas, Chap.zx 4c; 


ria,from Church and poore, and to leaue his ſubſtance to 
his heire; but when the diuels ferch him away,and his heire 
roguiſhly waſterh all ,*and is at laſt hanged , then hall his 
folly and main:{le appeare. In the meane time nothing 
plagueth him, but preciſe Preachers, they ace his comen- 


ors. 


Verſ, e 8, Put if a man line many yeares, and reiozce in them all: 
et tet him remember the dayes of darkneſſe, for they ſhall be 
many, All that commeth u vaniaie. 


' A Nanſwer to the reply, proponnded by way of admo- 
nition. The argument is drawne from the contrary ad- 
iun&- Youth and proſpericie are ſubic& to age and death, 
which beginneth in age, and formech him fiom the graue. 
Whereupon heinferreth the common conclulioa,to take a- 
way this and all other replies, A// that commeth is vanitie, 
But if a man line many yeares,e7., Put the cale (Dato,non con: 
ceſſo) that a man enioyed that conceited happinetle, con«= 
fiſting in a free worldly profpcritic, that earthly men fo 
dreame of, and aime at in all cheir courſes, Say that he liue 
long, which is athing deſired of all men, chiefly the rich, 
and that he reioyce as freely as it is poſſible for a man to do 
in this confuſed ayd diſordered wor!d ; yerlet him remem. 
ber that which he cannot alway forget, nor altogether for- 
getin his freelt iollicie, namely that he is mortall , that his 
flower fadeth, his leafe withereth, his verdure vaniſheth te- 
ſtie and tedious old age haſteneth, light ſhall be turned into 
darknelle, pleaſure into paine, delights into weariſomnelle, 
and the darke dayes of oldeage and death exceed in num- 
ber thelightſome dayes of lite; I ſay, the darke dayes of old 
age and death, becauſe old age is the infancie or childhood 
of death, asthe ſun ſetting to vs isthe ſun riſing to the Ar- 
tipodes.\ For theſe pleaſant ſunſhine dayes, wherewith thou 
art {o rauiſhed, are but a worme gleame, and momentanie 
glance; but contrarily, the dayes wherein the body mutt 
lie in the darke graue, are many, Theſe laſt words are a mei- 
oſs or liptote, which arg a kinue of hyperbole, to wit, a 4 
ect, 
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go4 Verlc 9. An Fxpoſtion,or Chap.1 1+ 


feR, Many, is put for innum erable, endleſle, eternall.1t may 
alſo be a ſynecaocbe of the ſpeciall, Let a man remember 2ll 
this, and it will abate his luſttull couragezit will take downe 
the pride of his fleſh, it will mitigate the cagerneſle of his 
deſires, and the luſhiouſnetle , lJothlomnelle of his worldly 
z22le, and make him more out of loue with his tender dar- 
ling,his body, it will gather home his wilde diſperſed fan« 
cies,and his rouing thoughts into their hold,and hang them 
on their right hinze, and bring backe the prodigall vaga« 
bond home , laſtly it will recouer his wits, and reſtore him 
ro his right mind. Therefore be fatished with this, be ad- 
moniſhed hereby to contentation in things preſent , ſtrive 
not for an imaginary happineſſe, but exerciſe thy ſclfe ia 
workes of charitie, rather doe good, which bringeth the 
true good, then {eeke for it- in goods which cannot affoord 
ic. For all that commech to man in thislite as concerning 
the outward, man,is vanitie, ſeeing that old age commeth, 
and death followeth after, and that js ceternall , To con- 
clude, c:te, drinke, rcioyce in the workes of thine hands, 
but remember.thine end, exerciſe thy {elte ro good works, 
that as thou livelt ioytully with: Gods gitts, ſo thou mayeſt 
dic happily, and enter into everlaſting 1oy. That light is 
ſweete, that Sunne plealant, For we catetoliue, and liue 
to do good; weliue joytully to put away tediouſnetle,that 
we may ſcrue God more cheerſully, 


Verſe g. Reioyee O yong man in thy youth, and let thy heart 
sheere thee m the dayesof thy youth, and walke inthe wayes 
of thine heayt, aud in the ſight of thine eyes: but know «6 
that for all theſe things God will bring thee to indge« 


ent, 


His verſe is an atſwer to the ſecond obicRion, or re- 

2 ply, which is more particular, co wit, concerning the 
yorg man, for whom there is ſome colour of rcaſon pre. 
tended by the wicked ciuill, The reply is direRed againſt the 
former anſwer, bur it is not here expreſſed, but vnderſtood 
by the context of the words, I grant indeed, that when 2 
man 


Ver.g: Commentary on E Cclns 1naStas, Chap.rr, 


man is full growne, and growne full, elder and richer , hee 
ſhould be helpfull to the poore, and lerting all yourhfull 
tricks patle, haue a care of his family, and follow his huſ- 
bandrie , that the poore may be relicucd, and his children 
well prouided for. But youth will be youth, youch muſt not 
be abridged of libertic, yong men mult be borne withall, if 
they be not too leud. Bur indeed if they beginneto Fall to 
whorcdome, and vnthrittine(le eſpecially , they muſt be 
brid'ed, cl{e ſhall they loſe their good name, and ſpend that 
which their friends haue left chern, which is worſt of all, 
Againe, when a man growes into age, he muſt beginne to 
thinke of his end (it is time I rears. and come to Church 
duly to ſeruc God (after that the diuell is firſt ferued ) and 
at hislaſtend hauea chicfe care to ſet all right and ſtraight. 
For when things are rawly left, I ſce oft times that variance 
growes among his children, and much heart-burne', and 
vaineexpence, the Lawyer gettethall in the end, and they 
all become beggars. That is the very fruite of thy wiſedom 
and workes, itis Gods juſt judgement vpon the worldly 
wiſe,which ſeeke not Gods kingdome, delire nothis grace, 
nor teach their children the feare of the Lord , but aime all 
at worldly wealth and credit,cuen that imaginary happineſſe 
which Solomon here confuteth, 

The anſwer to this obicRion, is direRed to the vaine i= 


maginations of the yong man. Firſt it is propounded, and: 


figured by an irenicall conceſſion,and after rendered in phaine 
words, by way of correQtion and threatning, Secondly, it is 
amplified by amilder, but graue exhortation, 


ReiozeegO yong man,&c. Concerning the imaginations of: 


the yong mans heart,which So/owon here mecteth with,they 
arc three, | 

1, Some yong men imagine the time of this life to be 
but a market of buying and {clling, to heape vp treaſure,and 
to ſet themſelues into a cauctous courſe, and fo fall into 
innumerable finnes of that kind, 


2, Somme imagine it to be but a play. Theſe enter intoan 
Epicutiſh courſe of life, and innumerable ſins of that kind.' 


Yer of theſe contrary liucs, there are ſundric degrees and 
WE X {aſhions, 
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Verſe 9. An Ex poſition, or ' ' Chap.11, 


F:ſhions, and the latter ſort are molt incident to youth, the 
ofher to age. 

3. Som? hold a meane, Ve quid nimss, they participate of 
both theſe extremes, and thole are the moderate, wiſe, c1- 
uill,and orderly wicked, Theother two are madneſſe, and 
this istolly. For in man there is no true wiſedome, nor true 
goodneſle, As one holds on couctouliteſſe, the other on 


. voluptuouineſſe, ſo rhe third on pride and worldly pomp, 


wherein ſocuer it ſtandeth. He 1s m=-2nely couerous which 


| he callethparſimonie, and meanly prodigall which he ter- 


meth liberalitie; but ex:remely vainglorious and proad, and 
a5 r.p1obate to cuery truly good worke as the other , This 
we h2ue from @ar mother Exe, a defireto be as gods, Par- 
{ſimony, andliberalitie, and all other vertues are ſplendide 
finn -s (as Auſtine ſayth) a:tznding on vainglorie, 

To all theſe S#/omen ſhiperh this anſwer by way of moc. 
kage and derifion, {:eming to yeeld vnto their reaſons and 
excuſes, becauſe yong men, whether yong in yeares, or 
yongin diſcretion, are.proud, wilfull , ſelfe conceited , im- 
patient of admonition and reproofe, but in the end he'lea- 
ucth a ſting in their conſciences at his farewell,to be a ſowre 
ſawce to thcir daintics, to (tay their appetites from ſurfet- 
tinz. Thou art wiſc, yong man, and valiant hearted , thou 
needeſt no coun{eller, it is a diſcredite to be taught, conſult 
with thy ſelte, and be like thy ſelfe, live in pleaſure, and, fol- 
low after delights,cheere thy body in the vſe of choſe things 
that thy heart luſteth after, enioy the fancics and p!caſurcs 
of thine eyes, thou art yet yong enough, thou haſt a long 
time toliue, now be merry and Tonill (on filius)thou haſt 
nothing to care for, put vp no wrongs, adenge thy quarrell, 
braueit with the proudeſt , maintaine. thy credite, trie thy 
valour, follow the faſhion, court it braucly, a word and a 
blow, (tand ro it ſtoutly, make them ſtoope ro thee, put. vp 
no abuſe, ſpendthy bloud beforethou put vp diſgrace,ne- 
uer yeeld,for fleſh a1d bloud cannot endure it, ſpend frank- 
ly among thy companions, part with thy mony freely, ſic 
not out for a little, ſhew thy ſelfe right bred , take thy liquor 
with chee,&c. Let baſe Kllowes go, auoide preciſe compa- 
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Verſe 9, Commentiryon Ecclrsiagtes, Chants 


nie for ſtaining thy reputation among the genercus, it is 
neither tor thy profite nor preferment to regard Sermons, 
Miniſters are but mai(ters, they areno gentlemen (yertis thy 
tongue too bad a clout to wipe their ſhoves whom thou 
molt defpiſeſt.) Well firra, feed on your fancies, and reioyce 
with your flethly and lecherous companions,and corrupt ye 
one another with your wicked blaſphemies , put away all 
remorle of conſcience, and the day of euill, and make a 
league with deach and hell ; but know this for certaine, that 
God will bring you to iudgement, you mult be ſumunoned 
co appeare before his tribunall ſeate, neitber your wit, nor 
your valour, nor your bloud ſhall be regarded there. You 
mult giue vpa iuſt account of all your words and deeds, as 
well of your youth, as of your agey and as well of thoſe 
things that you bauc forgotten, as thoſe, groſſe ſinnes that 
ye remember, neither do ye know how ſoone. It is-but 
your folly to put the day of death farre from you, death 
commeth often like a lightning or thunderbolt, it blaſteth 
the greene corne, and conſumeth the new and ſtrong buil- 
ding. As for thoſe that you [oſcorne, and balely cftecme as 
bur pricſts, preciſe perſons, clownes, what if you ſee them 
your ludges appearing 1n glorie , and your (clues as baſe 
maiſcreants and theeues holding vp your hands at the barre 
aniony your Other fellow diuels? 

Wil you needs be wealihy? remember the rich foole, Lak. 
12, Will you needs liuc i"1 picafure on earth, with conterwpr 
of all chat feare God ? remember the Sodomites , Will you 
be glorious and pompous ſpeQacles?remember Nizes, Do 
you approue of any thing except Religion and the feare of 
God? Heare what your brethrenand companions ſay, that 
are gor.e to yours and their home befoure-you : heare what 
they faid when they were aliue as you are now, #1/d.2, 
throughout, And againe, heare what they ſay now.being 
dead, as you ſhall be, Chap. 5.4.5.6-&c, And you proud, 
opprelling, pompous mockers,what'aduantage is your wit, 
-your wealth, your pride, znd-pompe to you, hen your ri- 
c| es are vaniſhed? vheny our idols your bodies are rotten? 
when your children are begging, and come to fearfull ends? 
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318 Verlc 10. An Expoſition, or Chap.rr 


and when your ſoules ace in hell} Remember this thou 
yong man, to moderate thy fleſhly joy, pleaſures, delights, 
to pacifiethy wrath, to mollific thy rigor, to teach thee wiſe- 
dome and humilirig,and abou all things to ſecke the king 
dome of God, 


Verſe 10. Therefore remone ſorrow from thine beart, and put 
away eu! from thy fleſh : for chilahood and: youth are vas 
witie. 

Concluſion with an exhortation, which is twofold, 

T he fir{t- is deſtruRiue or negatiue, teaching mortifica. 
tion, in-this verſe. Theother is altruRiue or affirmative, tea. 
ching viuification , Chap.12, by which meanes the heauie 
iudgements of God are auoiJed, and true happinetle is at« 
tained. Therefore put ſorrow from thy heart, and pat away exill 
from thy fleſp,to wit, inordinate affeRions and luſts, Put a- 
way moodinefle, anger, impatience, carnall loue, worldly 
zcalc, hatred, envie, griefe, ſorrow, &c, And pur away all 
inordinate and inſatiable deſires, and luſting after worldly 
things, riches, honours, picaſures,vainglorie, pompe, glut. 
tonie, yolupruous living, pride, vencrie, epicuriſme,cuen all 
diſordercd affe&ions and luſts. For childhood and youth are 
vanitie, A reaſon to enforce the exhortation.As childhood 
{oone vaniſheth away, ſo doth youth or middle age; as mor- 
ning is ſoone ſpent,ſo is the mid day,and oldape baſtenech, 
as the Sunne to his going downe.. The pleaſure of youth 
is vainc and momentanie,it.is like the fading lower in the 
Spring., whoſe verdure and beautie ſoone vaniſheth, the 
blaſt of che Eaſt winde, and the ſcorching beames of che 
Weſterne Sunne cau'cittowither in amoment.As the time 
of youth is fleeting andrranſicorie, fo-is the Rate thereof 
finfull and dangerous. Sinfull becauſe the plaſme or vellcl 
of the ſople is now.ftrongeſt.in her temptatious; dangerous, 
 becauſethedivell and the world are now moſt buſe to imt- 
print folly in the hearrof the yong man. He is now in win. 
ning or loſing. The way of a yong man is like a ſerpent vp- 
on a {ton?, a-bird in the aire, a ſhip on the ſea; which way 
theſe will turne,no man certainly knoweth, 
CHAP, 
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Verſe 1. Remember now thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth, 
while the exill dayes come not, nor the yeares draw nigh, 
when thon ſhalt ſay, I hane no pleaſure in them. 


> 
ay: he 4, 
70S = | 
S22IFVR oraftirmatiue paitof the concluſion, Chap» 
AER 4 


EET GD His Chapter hath two parts ; an exhortation, As the ſecond 
SO ©LZXX&t and a conclulion. The cxhortation is contai- degree of feli. 
ned in the firſt ſcuen verſes, It is the aftruQiue ©it'* confilted 


s 11.10, exhorting to Chriſtian or godly lite, third and laſt 


ſpecially duties of pietic, conliſting in faith and obedience in the pragile, 
as in the former Chapter he exhorted to duties of charitic, ®f Fe. 


Remember, Tiis word is oppoſed to forgetfulneſle, the 
common corruption and vanitie of youth, For youth being 
violently carried with headſirong_ paſlions and vnbridled 
luſts, is moſt apt to forget God, to deſpiſe inſtruRtion and 
hate correction. Remembrance is hiſtoricall, or praRicke 
and effeQuall. The tormer is the bare vnderſtanding and 
bearing in mind of a thing paſt, as not pertaining to vs, but 
the wiſe man maketh vie of euery thing , The latter is the 
vnderſtanding remembrance of # bo which peitaineth ro vs 
to do, Or a duticto be performed, It is particular or generall, 
Particular, is of euery mans dutic in chat calling wherein 
God hath placed him. Generall, is of Chriſtian duties to be 

erformed of all.Particuler cal.ings and duties,arc ſaniftied 
c the generall, and comprehended ynder it, Therefore this 
remembrance is holy and generall; holy, becauſe it is a re- 
membrance of God,and his gJlorie; generall, becauſe it cx- 
tendech to the whole man, inward and outward, Therefore 
he ſaith, Remember thy Creator that made thee in his image, 
and all things for thee, Remembrance therefore is to direct 
all faith, hope, loue, feare, obedience , euery ation of life, 
and cogitation of the mind to God onely, euen to his prai'c 
| & -3 and 
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Verle 1. An Ex poſition, or Chap.12, 


and glorie, Con:rarily to forget, isro be vnthankefuiland 
d:lobedicnt, Deuteron. 8.11, Heware that thon forget not the 
Lord thy God, not kerping his commandements, and hy lawes, 
and hus ordinances, &c. 14. Then thine heart be lifted vp, and 
thou forget the Lord thy God, ec, Therefore this word Res 
member, implicth continuall obe..ience in eucry thing, or 
perperus!l thankefulneile, T 

Thy Creatonr. Ts 1s not an aimpl fication, but an argu= 
mr e:t of confirmati.n. Remember God , f.rhec hath made 
thee an.) that 1n his 04 ne ima2e, therefore art thuu boand 
to i;im in pe petuall .luety and ſervice. 

Now. Hee ipeak ti of che time preſent, as the Apoſtle 
doth, Hebr.z.13. Exho't one another duly white it is called to 
day A'd wha: is t] 15 but to remewber God, while we haue 
cur being, as Dinid layth? Let encry thing that hath breath 
praiſe the Lord ;euen whiles it hath breath. Then o-uſt we 
nceds remember him from the comming io, ti 1 che going 
forth of the breath. And,ſvoften as we drawe our breath, 
I tvs remember that wee drawe life, and all c;:ings for lite, 
from him. And as we fend forth our breath, ſo muſt we re- 
turn» aliin thankefull obedience to him. We draw the all- 
nouriſhing ayre into our bodies, and fend it out of our bo- 
dies z euen {o what wehauereceiued from God, let vs rc. 
turne it againe to Gud with aduantage, This is the prac» 
tike or efteQtuall remembrance here ſpoken of. 

In the dayes of thy youth, Hee ſayth not, whiles thou arte 
young, or in time of youth, but maketh mention of dayes, 
to intimate, that every particular day of this life, is to bee 
conſecrated to the Lora, that is, nor che bare time,as ſome 
giue the Sabaoth to God, but all our thoughts, words, and 
workes in the day, an\notſome, but a!l. For weearenot 
our owne, but the Lords, as Saint Paw/(ayth to Servants ; 
Serne the Lord, not men, And to ſpeake as the thing is, the 
whole time of life is a Sabbath, The Sabbath was ordzined 
for the rcliefe and helpe of our infirmitie, and alſo o ſheiw 
forth our conſociation and fellowſhippe with our fellow- 
members, and fellow-ſeruants in the Charch eriumphanr, 
as farre foorth 2s the neceſlities of our bodies heere below 

| will 
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will permit . For eternall life isheerebegunne. Therefore 
wee owe nothing to the fleſh , not one minute of time, nor 
one:thoughtof che heare, We are the Spouſe of Chriſt , as 
Paul {ayth, he preſented the Corinthiavs apure V.rgine to 
Chriſt, Wee mult be chaſte, as the Angells are beautified 
with all chaſtitie , Concerning olde age there is no doubt 
made, For cuery one thinketh that a man mult then be- 
ginneto draw neare vn:o God, but they imagine yong age 
to beatime of h1bertie . But hcerein theſe indifferent min- 
ded men are like tae {acrilegious Iewes, Malach. 1. 13.14, 
They offer, the torne, thelame, the licke, the corrupt, the 
leane, as Caine did. Therefore are they accurſed, verſe 8, 
Goe offer it to thy Prince , will hee be content , aud accept thy 
per/on? It is the offcring of an olde Dogge, Men co.nmon- 
ly offcr health, {treogth, beauty : Youth to theirlults, co 
the world, and to Satan ; but ſickenelleyweakenetle, dee 
form tie, olde age toGed, When they can ſerue the world 
no longer, then come they toGad, the adulterer, and the 
olde whoore The world is an harlet, when her louer is 
quite ſpent. ſhe caſteth him off , then commeth he to God 
with his oldgcarkatle. Thoſe things that the world con- 
temneth, or lirtle regardeth, muſt God hauc , but howlſlo- 
cuer, the world muſt have the firft offer. Povertie and baſe- 
nellſe we can be content to giue to God , but riches and ho- 
nour to our ſelues, and the diuell. For he faith indeege, 14 
fs mine, Luke 4.6, God muit be ferred of Lazarus: Din*s is 
r00 great, to0 go043 therefore hee mult nor abale him» 
{cIfe to ſtoupe lo Jowe, but rather honourably deuote him 
ſelfe to his belly, and to the Diuell thz lord of the belly, 
T he virginitie of the tender b*-autifuli woman, is coo good 
to be con{ecrared to the Lord, to lue caaltly , fo the lewd 
lourdaine thinketh. So Nabal thought any morlſell of his 
meate, or bottle of his drinke, too good tor Daxid, but 10+ 
thing was enough, nor good enough for himſ-Ife . So tae 
Churle can ſpare nothing to the poore Miniſter , nor giue 
0:1e houre of the weeke toGod, Butthe olde whoaore, the 
olde thicfe, the olde adulterer, the olde Nadal, &c. that arc 
ſodden, and rotten inthcir lults,can be well content to giue 

X 4 their 


Zil 


313 Verte r. An Exp0(7110n, or Chap.1z 


their carkallſes vnto God. And when they haue at their lat 
end diſpoſed their goods to their children, and their rich 
friends and kinsfolkes, they will happly fead for the Mini- 
Ker to inſtru chem, and to pray for them ; but they will 
not yer remember the alitions of /oſeph , And wherefore 
to pray ? chat God would now accept that carrion-idoll, 
and receiue it into the kingdome of g!orie, and company 
of the Angells of Light . Thele wicked beaſts thinke that | 
they owe no more leruice to Godall their hfe bur this. But ; 
dogees, whoores, whooremongers, gluttons, liars and co- | 
ucrous perſons ſhal! be without, and calt downe into the fi« 
erie Lake among tacir tcl!ow diuels, for whom is reſerued 
the blackenelle of darkeneſle for ever, Rexu,22.13, Solomon 
teacheth here a contrary lefſon, And fo doth Darid, P ſal. 
119.9, Wherewithall ſhall a young man readveſſe hes way? Enen 
by taking heede thereto according to thy word . Hecreig both 
radenefle, ignorance, and ethnicall cinilitie excluded. A 

- young man mult redrefle his foule wayes , andpurge out 
his menſtruous or naturall filth by the word of God , that 
both mortifieth, and quickeneth, killeth, and maketh aliue, 
The young man mult be off-red in ſacrifice with /ſaac, and 
grow in grace as hegrowes in yeares. Yong children were 
to be taught the meaning of che Palleouer; and (o is the 
word to be preached tochildren, the grounds of Religion 
are-to be ſettled in them, 

Bur let vs examine and infiſt yponthe words of Daxid 
alittle, or whoſocuer was the Aurhour. Wheyein, heb, bam- 
meh, that is, In what thing principally, or in what thing 2- 
lone. The words doe imply an excel:encie or (ingularitie, 
Towng man, heb. nagar, that is, rude, precipitant, incon- 
6.erace, paſſionate ; it properly lignifieth a confulion or 
mixture of things caſt out of the lappe, without regarde of 
order . Reareſſe bis way. heb. iez1hzeb, in the con ugation 
piel, char is, wholly, and all together, and alfo alway and 
continua'ly, For the firſt, there are no excuſes, delayes. or 
allead ;ements for young men , they arc tie! to ſobrietic as 
well as olde, though cuery mans infirmitic beto be borne 
wichall, Young mea are raſh and hecdleſlc 3. olde men are 

_ pecuiſh, 
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peeuiſh, and rigorous, &c, Saint Pas! ſayth, Tit. 2.6, Ex- 
' bart young men that they be ſober minded; yrac. ſophronein : 
id eſt, temperantes eſſe. Now te mperancicis a vertue ouers» 
ruling all luſts, and inordinate appetites , ſubdewing them 
to the Laweef God , or godly reaſon . The partes thereof 
arc (hamefaſtnetle, honeſty, abſtinence, ſobrictie, chaſtitie 
continence, humilitic, modeſtic, ſcucritic, parſimonie, in»? 
nocencie, 
The Apoſtles will is, that the faith of young men and 
women be exercited in theſe vertues. Apgaine, ver'e 10, 
Seruants muſt adorne the dorine of God in all things; 
and they are moſt commonly young , and eſpecially arro- 
g4te rudenelle, and libertie, as it were by their owne right, 
Moreouer, Epheſ.6.4. Children muſt be brought vp in irf« 
rugion, and information in the Lord, grac, en paideia, 
cas nontheſia. TaſtruRtion ſtands in incouragement to ver- 
tue, and in correRion ,. and reproovfe .. Concerning the 
former he ſaith, Prowoke not your children to anger, to grow 
into ſtubborne reſolutions, but cheerefully co obey you. 
with loue and delight. Concerning the ſecond , Prox. 22.. 
1.5- Fooliſhnelle is bound in the heart of a childe, but the 
rode of correftion fercheth it out, Information (tanderh 
in doQrine or catechizing, and in precepts of good man- 
ner, 
For the ſecond ſignification, he muſt redreſſe his way 


alwayes and continually,euen in childhood. Firſt,becaule,. 


as in the time of the Law the firſt-fruits were offcr.d to the 
Lord, Demter.26.2. andeuery male firſt borne was given 
to God : $9 me:1 muſt conlecrate their children vnto the 
Lord; and young men muſt off-r themſclues to the Lord. 
To which offering Saint Paw! alludeth, Rom 12.1. ſpecia'- 
ly the young man, 1,Cormth, 7.34. .lnthe Law, God com< 
manded yuung men to beraughtthe meaningof the Paſſes 
ouer ; and to rehearſe his Lawes to their children ; accord- 
ing to which precepts Timorhie was brought vp , and 96as 
diah 1.Kinge 18,12, eAbrahims and Corneling families,and 
2.1ohn 4. I reiozced greatly that 1 found thy children walkmg 
(not in cthnicall ciullitie) i» che 5ruch, T his condemnes a!t 


ynclcaue- 
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vncieane beaſts, Againe, yong men haue promiſed in bap- 
tile, and (et their {eale, that they will forſake the world,the 
Aecſh and the diucll, For baptiime isthe reſtipulation or re- 
promuſlion of a good conſcience, It is the badge of our pro, 
icfſion, which is to conſecrate our felues whol:y co Chriſt, 
into whoſe name we are baptized, Now we are conſecrated 
roGod,when we die to linne; [laine with the fſaciifice, cru. 
cified with Chriſt , y<a riſen out ofthe grave of ſhane, and 
glorified or ſay@ificd with him,Gal.2,20, Yong men are to 
reniewber their promiſe or vow in baptiſme, and not like 

caicleile dingthrifts to throw the debr on their ſureties, as 

Eſau that preferred a metle of portage before his birth= 

TIg':t, 
While the enill aayes come not ec. An argument of confir- 
mation, drawne from the inftable ſtate of yong ace, which 
palleth away as a ſhadow in the diall, and as the day and 
ſummer palleth away, and the winter and night drawerh 
on, Moreouer, the force of the argument lizth i the confi- 
deration of olde age, as a meanes to cauſe the youg to re- 
member the duties of charitie and pietie in che tre: gth of 
his yeares , while he hath time, while the day {erueth, and 
lummer lafteth.The day is for labour, as Dazid faith, Man 
goeth farth unto hu worke wntill the evening , the night is for 
reſt. Our Saviour Chriſt ſaith,[oh,12.3 5 Walke while ye hane 
the light,leſt darkneſſe cone vpon yon, Worke out your (aluation 
with feare and trembling ſaith the Apoſt'e. Now the day is 
for wore, and as well the morning as the evening,and ras 
ther. Why {tard ye idle,faith Chriſt, get you into my vine= 
yard.The barueſt 1s great,the labourers are tew, The workes 
of charicie and pietie are great and many, we are but fraile 
and weake.Let vs recompence our weaknetle with willing- 
nelle, our ihort time with {edulitie and diligence, If there be 
firita willing mind, God accepieth according co that which 
a man hath. Let vs carefully husband our talent while we 
have time and ſtrength, The Spring produceth all things 
out of the earth, that were buried in Winter euen fo 

what lyeth buried in childhood, ſheweth forth it ſclfe in 

youch , Corruption muſt nor ſheyw it Fife forth now, _ 

ene 
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ly caught, cuen grace wrought in childhocd by theſe good 
meai.es. The Summer ripeneth what the Spring brought 
forth; let middle age bring to maturitic and pertection tliac 
which hath benetaught vs in our yorg age, | hevld in cu.1l 
dieth in cuill, a thouſand to one. 

Now-that the conlideration of old age may tae the dee= 
per impreſſion in the heart of the yong, he depatnteth ir out 
| by an allegoricall byprrypoſis, or lively deſcrip:ion , firlt ge- 
'merally in cheſe words, and after p-riiculzrly ig the next lix 

verſes, 

While the enill dayes com: not, By euill Cayes in generell 
js meant pouettie,1 eaknelle, lickneile, lamenetle, bundn«s, 
2nd other afflictions of body and ſtate, whereby a man is 
ciſabled from the atuail p:rforniance of ſuch duties as hee 
js calied vnto. Whatlocuer abilitie or gift a man hath, that 
is his talent. Andin all affaires and workes of this life, men 
take the appointed ſea 0n,and vic the time with diligence; 
night lettzth,raine letteth, wide and rempelt let eth, thee 
lets men redeeme with dili;ence, ( and ſore with Couble 
diligence) and referue ſome wc rkes forlerting dayes, that 
euery moment of time may be ſupplied; ſo they will never 
be idle,that meane to be wealthy. So it muſt be with vs 1.1 
our Chriſtian calling. We muſt worke with the Oare while 
we haue ſtrenzth,and after fit at the ſterne.. Let cuery man 
do good whilz he is able. Let him take grace when it is offe- 
red and vic it whe heis bidden. T he Law faith, yea the heare 
and whole drift of the Law is this, Loye the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, minde, ſoule, ſtre:gth, ioule and body, 
ſuperiour and inferiour powers , euen while thou halt an 
heart, iwhich fiſt liueth, and laſt dieth, while thou haſt a 
minde and a memory, while thou haſt ſtrength, while thou 
ha{t h-alth, while thou ha(t wealch. Suffer no gift to be vn» 
fruittulh Every talent muſt fruftifie. Seconely,by exill dayes 
more ſpecially is meant the difcafe of olde age, Fur vlde age 
js a diſcaſey it is the conſumption of the whole body, where- 
by a man is diſabled from doing avy thing, It is grieuous 
and weariſome, The lame is paſt labour, and the licke palt 


che praiſe of inſtruRions and godlynformations former. 


liudy, 
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ſtudy. Theſe words, the exill dayes,as | thinke, have relation 
tothe body, and the next tothe mind. | 
Nor the yeares draw nigh, wherein thou ſhalt ſay, I hane ne 
pleaſure in them, An amplification figured by a Proſopopeia, 
v hereby hee ſerteth the future age, perſon, words ot the 
yong man before himſelfe, Men draw forth aslinely as they 
can,the pictures of their yong age, that in uld age they may 
{ee their youth before their eyes, this is but a vanitiez yet 
may good vie be made hereof, So contrarily, Solomen draw- 
£th out the picture of olde age, that men in time of youth 
may {ce and looke vpon, and remember their olde age, and 
death which followeth, and their account which followeth 
that. This is an inſtigation to workes of charitie and pictie, 
Better i is for a yong man to haue the piQure of death be- 
fore him, then for an old man to haue the pifture of youth 
in his cyes, An old dotard 1s odious ,. and anold babblce 
hatetulL | 
I hane nopleaſure in them. Theſe words haue reference to 
the minde of the o]..e man, when the body is pained , the 
minde is grieu:d, When the bones are full ot ach, ic is paſt 
worke, and ſuffereth not the mind to be exerciſed in ſtudy, 
medication, counſell, aduice, diretion,&c, Euery thing 1s 
tedious and irkſometo the wearie, he delighteth in nothing, 
bur in reſting, ſleepe is {weete to him, and ſo1s death to the 
aged. The marriver ſpeaketh ot the windes, the ſhepheard 
of his flocke, the plow-man of his grounds and cattell, and 
the old man of his diſeaſes, infirmities,aches. Bisrelations 
of things paſt are conciſe, independent, confuſe; he cannot 
manage and vic his experiments and obſervations to profit 
withal:yea his former praQiles are bur ſpeculations to him» 
ſelfe, much more to another, therefore he hath no liſt co 
{ſpeake, all thingsare quitealtered the world is new, it ſur- 
palleth his skill. And thus it is with every old man through- 
out all generations of the world , inſomuch that if they 
which have bene long dead ſhould riſe againe as but out of 
an hundred ycares ſleepe, :they could not know the world 
nor the way of it,and might as well cauſe the Sunne to go 
backward,as to reduce it tothe former ſtate; and though it 


ſhould 
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ſhould be the ſame, and continue likeit ſelfe, yet ſhould: 
aman be yalike himſelfe; and ſo ſhould the world one and 
theſame init ſelfe , appeare'in new and: ſtrange formes ta 


* him. As for example; All chings are full of yanitie , mife- 


ry and griefe to the afflited y and to him vpon whom God 

turneth his backe ; whereas contrarily at the ſame rime ir is 

a para iſe of pleaſure to an other. Ir is now an heauen, but 

if God inſtantly forſake a man vtterly, it is ao hell, Andas 

Dimes delired to beout of hell, fo would he defire to be out 

of the world; whatſocuer his eſtate ſhould be heereafter,hie 

had rather ſtand to the hazard then liue. If health, trength, 

wealth & honor could,at an inſtant, be put ypon thepoore, 

ſicke, [ame,blind beggar,the world ſhould be a new world, 

and ſucha world as hee never imagined, the other dayes 

world ſhould be paſſed as in a dreame, and as bur a dreame. 

An41 ſodoth olde age wonder at the change of the world, 
hee longeth after the former generation, and:deſires to be 

dead. Allis vanity, vexation and-wearinetle, But the yong 
generation-thinkech not ſo,. Their end<uors, expeRations, 

and hopes are ſtrong and poflible;/but the aged deſpaireth, 

and ſorroweth,and is vexcd to ſee vanities, and fooliſh pre» 

ſumptions , To conclude, that which co bis youth was a- 
pleaſurey is to his age a paine; that which was a delight, 
iSa weatinelſe and anger, and the Pallace is buta priſon. 
hcuſe.: ' 


Verſe 2. While the Summe, or the Light, or the Moone, ar 
the Starres be not darkened, nor the Cloudes retwrne afier 
the raines 


Eere hee beginneth tle particular defcription of alde 
2ge, drawing itout in lively ſhape and colours to res 
preſent itto the eyes of the young men , that being now 
oung, hee may ſee himſclic olde before his eyes. And this 
he doth allegorica'ly,by manifold fi:n:ltudes crawne from 
common and vſuall things continvally obuiousto the cies 
and cares, the more firinely co fixeit in the memoriez to: 


the end chat conlidering the ſhorinefle oftime, and weakes 
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neſſe of age , and certainty of death , hee might the more 
diligently and caretully bcſtirre him co his worke, and in 
his worke ; cuen doing good while time ferueth, to finiſh 
his worke before Suncsler, to inne his fruits betore winter, 
While the Sunne, or the Light &c, quaſs aicat, before the 
ſight of thine eyes be dimme, through the weakneſle of the 
(pirites, drineile of the Fnewes., and humour of the eyes, 
and through vapours, which ariling out of the body into 
the head, throvgh coldneſle of the braine, are clouded into 
rhcume, which trickleth downe the noſeand eyes ; and be- 
ing done away quickely , returneth agayne, as cloudes af- 
terraine in a moilt ſeaſon, and waters into an emptyed 
fountaine , which cauſcth olde age to weare his napkin at 
his gird'c, to keepe his head and feete warme , that colde 
ſtrike not vp into his head z and being there, may not con- 
geale, but cuaporate forth through the poares and {eames 
of the head,and torthe ſame purpoſe to weare a cloth about 
his necke, to keepe thepoares open, that the vapours may 
there breake forth 3 qua data porra ruant, to preuent heads 
ach, rooth-ach , joynt-ach, rheuine in the eyes , nole &c, 
The ayre to aced eyes {cemeth duskie, and miſtic, and the 
Suone wadeth, as the Moone in a foggie cuening, and the 
Starres are out of fight. Let the ouer-ſhadowing cloudes, 
. driſling miltes, thicke fogges, watriſh ayre, dewing moi« 
{ture, dropping of trees in a miſt, the dullnefle of the darke 
day, the {luggiſhnelle of the rainie day , the Cropping of 
. theeaues, the ſiping through of watersinto the houſe, put 
vs in minde ct the irkeſomnetle and annoyances of olde 
age, and to doe our ducties, while wee haue the vſe of our 
ſight z which oncefailing, wee arediſabled from innume- 
rablerhings, wherein we might be proficable to man, gain= 
full :oGod, and furtherers of our ſaluation. 


Verſe 3. Inthe day when the keepers of the bouſe ſhall tremble, 
and the firong men ſhall bow themſelues , and the £1inders 


ceaſe, becauſe they are few; and thoſe that locks ont of the win- 
dowes be darkened, 


By the Keepers of the honſe are meant the hanJs : The 
hard, 
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hand (fayth Arifotle) is the organ of organes, orinſtru= 
ment of inſtruments , For whereas other members haue 
their ſcucrall offices, the office of the hand is manifold,and 
generall, ſcruing all che reſt, The body isa1 hovſe, or city, 
or kingdome in it (ele; the king or chiefe ruler is the head, 
the hands are the keepers or guard. Euery creature hath kis 
weapons for defence; man hath his hands , his hands are 


- all weapons, euen as he is a litcle world. What all particu- 


Jar creatures can doe with their weapons , that can hee doe 


. with his hands ; yea what ſuttleties or meanes of getting 


foodeisin them, all is in him , humano more , When the 
keepers of the hoſe ſhall tremble, thit is, with the pallie,cau* 
ſed of cold binding, or of heate conſuming, or of humors 
ſtopping the ſinewes. | 
And the ſtrong men ſhall bow themſelues. When the thighs 
ſhalbe weake,ftanding looſe in the baſes, or ſockets of the 
knees,the ſpirit languilling, the ſinews withring,the bloud 
ſetling, and chickning in the vcines as riuers in the drought 
of ſummer. For ſtrength is attributed to the bones, thighs, 
or legges Pſal.147.10, Hedelighteth not in the ſtrength of an 
horſe, he taketh not pleaſure in the leg pes of a man, Old mens 
knees buckle or bend forward, like an clbowe, through the 
weakenefle of their joynts avd linewes; as drunkards goe 
Rageeringly when they are top-heauy, nimio ſolut ns laccho; 
and their ſinewes difſolued , and heat euaporated with loud 
talking, vehemeat contending, and muci drinke, And 1hz+ 
grinders ceaſe « that is, when the teech are worme-eaten,or 
moskered, or mildered away, or (tand wedſhodde in ſlimie 
humour, ſtanding like weather-beare ſRtakes,and moſle b*- 
grownerootes, hollow, and ſtumpie, falling out one after 
another, as the cogges of a mill, worne thinne and rarrow 
at the toppc, orelle rotten in the roote, which partly are 
troubleſome to the aged,and partly they are afraid to break 
thoſe odde ſtraglers remayning . And#hoſe that looke ont at 
the windowes be darkened. T hat is, the eyewwaich are as ones 
head looking out at an hole, or wind wz the body is an 
houſe or tower ; the eye-holes are windowes , through 
Which the ſoule loo k:th out jnto the Cittic of the world, 
rt | : Tac 
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The eyes of the aged arc like an olde duſtic wins 
dow. : 


Verſe 4. And the doores ſhall be ſhut in the ftreetes , when the 
ſonnd of the grinding is low, and hee ſhall riſe vp at the 
voice of the bird , and allthe daughters of mnſicke ſhall be 
brought low, 


BY doores is meant the lips, The wind-pipe is the entry, 
che month is the doore=gate, the lips are the two-leafed 
doore of the heart or ſoule, as our Saujour ſaith, Ont of the 
abowndance of the heart, the month ſpeaketh, Euill thoughts 
come out of the heart, paſſing by the entry of the throate 
through the doore.The lips of old people are often pendu- 
tons, and tremulous, they keepthem ſhut, to ſtay the daily 
diſtillation of rheume ; neither haue they what to ipeake 8- 
mong ſtrong men, becauſe their ynderſtahding and memo- 
ry faileth them; they are ceſtic, moroſe, cholcricke and paſ- 
fionate, their voice 18 weake, and breath ſhort, and the itate 
ef all things is fo altered fince they were yong , that they 
cannot tell what to thinke or ſay. Children and olde men 
are neither Counſcllours nor Acors ; the one commiteeth 
both theſe to rheelder, 1. King. 3.7.9. the other tothe yon- 
ger, 2.5am.19.35.37+ The ſtrength of the one is to come, 
the other is gone. h 

then the ſound of the grinding i low ; becauſe the teeth 
ſtand thin, or looſe, or moskerd at the roote, or that they 
are fallen out, and hecheweth with his gummes , and the 
grindingicannot be heard, 

And iSfal riſe vp at the noiſe of the bird, The fulneſlſe of 
humors, corpus ſucce . is thealiment or food of ſleepe, 
as is to be ſcene 1n children and yorg folkes ; bnt the hu» 
mors of old men are dried vp, as the ſtalkes of plants, and 
the corne in harueſt, and their skinne rough, withered and 
wrinkled asoldtrees, Hence jt is that they cannor ſleepe 
ſoundly , but the crowing of the cocke, the noiſe of little 
_— the whimpering of mice, cuery ſmall Rijrrage waketh 
racm, 4 


4nd 
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And all the daughters of muſicke ſhall be brought low, An 
Hebrew phraſe of ſpeech, as 2.Sam. 12.5, He that hath done 
this, ts the child of death, By daughters of muſicke is meant 
the naturall organes or inſtruments of the voice or ſongy 
as the lungs, the wind-pipe, the teeth, the lips, where- 
of ſome ſhall, be weake, ſome wanting , as in old vntune- 
able inſtruments. Or, by daughters of muſicke, may be meant 


the eares, As cld men are dimme-of eye-light, ſo dull of 


hearing , they diſcerne nor the harmonie or diſtintion of 
ſounds, neither are affeted with muſicke, as Barzillas 
to David , I am thy day foureſcore yeares olde , and can Liſ- 
cerne betweene good and enil? cauthy ſeruant taſte what I eate, 
or what 1 drinke? can I heare any more the voice of ſing ing=men 
ard ſingieg-women? 2,S5Aam.19. 35» 


Verſe 5, Alſo when they ſhall be afraid of that which s bigh, 
and feares ſhall be in the way, wnd the Almend tree ſhall flou- 
riſh,and the graſhopper ſhall be a burden, and deſire ſhall faile: 
becauſe man goeth to his long home and the mourners go about 
the ftreetes, 


Y that which is high, is meant knobbichillocks, or ſmall 

extuberances in the way, little ſtones or clods, which 
old men feare to ſtumble on, And feares ſhat be in the way, 
As children going abroad feare many things , ſo doe olde 
men, becauſe they are vawealdie,and vnablerto auoide dan» 
gers; alictle fall or turning afide hurteth them, and they 
ariſe vp againe with difficultie and paine ; they are afraid 
of dogs ſuddenly ruſhing out and crefling the ſtreeres at c- 
uery noiſe ; they feare the throngiog of people, ſme on 
foote, ſome on horſcbacke, ſome running and haſting a- 
bour buſinelle, others bearing burdens, many are 
raſh and hecdl«fle, hurting children , and thruſting olde 
people againſt the walls, 

And the Almond tree ſhall flouriſh, A Synecdoche of the ſpe- 
ciall, for a'l trees. The Almond tree hath white lowers, it 
fAlouriſherh betimes in the Spri::g afore other trees ;- it is 
therefore of ſpeciall note, and a welcome fore-runner of 
Sue 
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Sumner, vztins vergs, chee.ing the minde after drowſic 
Winter , wit! the vernali thoughts cf peaſant and lively 
Surmm-r, but the old man, little regardech , bis couch, ind 
the warme fiicy and wiltitude of clothes, and thercin kee- 
ping himfelſe warme at 2n «<uen ſtay, doth moſt comfort 
him, For rhe hot Sunc loone enteebleth him, the cyole 
Northerne 22d Eafterne aire offet:deth him. For though 
the Sunve be hot in Surnmer, yet the aire is variable as 1n 
Witter, end the iptlucnce of the ftarres have a compolt= 
tion, but not a mixture in the aire. So that though'the Sun 
be hot, and {corci:et1the face of the beholder, yet is the 
aire froſtie, aid nippeth the necke. He that bcftirreth him= 
ſelfe in labour.ſweateth and panteth, buc the wateriſh cold 
or froltie cold ſuddenly pierceti through the powers of his 
bodice, and di{tempereth his bluud , Summer and Winter 
areall one, excepting the Sunnes reuolution. Yong men 
perceiue not thoſe cifferences of middle weathers , but 
onely extremities of heate and colde, ſtrong windes and 
ſtormy blaſts, &c. bur olde men feele cuery change of the 
aire, yea when the ſtarres begin their buſinetle, and are pre- 
p_ their worke. They tecle it before it come, and are 
therefore ſaide to carry their Almanacke in their bones, 
whereas yong men feele but the height and extremitie 
thereof, and beare it off without hurt, by reaſon of heate 
and fulnetlc of humours. 

eAnd the Graſhopper ſhall be a burdew, A Synecdoche, as 
before, for the whiltiing and fioging of all Birds. As the 
Almonderree in the Spring , ſo the Graſhopper in Summer 
or latter cnd of the Spring, Nuntia eftatrs , affe&eth not 
old age with any delightfull fancies, Cane.2.1 3.The melody 
of graſhoppers is more p!calant in Summer, becauſe the 
aire is more cleare and pure, and therefore more filuer ſoun- 
ding, but both naturall and artificiall muſicke to olde age 
is no morethen the creaking of a Cdoore, or {craming of a 
new axcltree, for the noiſe overpowreth their feeble ſpirits 
and youthfull fancies are vaniſhed away through coldnelle, 
drinetle and carthlinelle of the dull! dreggie humours ; the 
fiery humour, alme aire, ſpirit of lifg js feeble, and is little 
--"ckned 
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quickened with the warbling of melodious ayre. And de- 
fre ſhall faile. All .delire and delight in ſuch things ſhall ya- 
piſh , wherewith youth is moſt affeed, Concupilcence, 
and feminineappetite ſhall be extinguiſhed; no obictts af. 
fe the dull and dying {cnces, burtare rather grieuous as 
the Sunne and Raine are to olde flumpes, and trees, rather 
rotting and haſtening putrefaRion, then quickening them. 
All things, but death, are tedious to the olde man, 
Becanſe man goeth to his long home, and the monruers &c, 
A reaſon of the tediouſne(le and irkeſomnetle of all things 
to old age; becauſe the old and decrepite is palt the world, 
andnearetodeath, his time is ſp-ne, his pilgrimage is ft- 
niſhed, heehath no more buſineſſe heere to doe, in this 
ſtrange Country , he is weary of the world, and the world 
is weary of him; he is but as an obſtacle in the way, an hin- 
derer of bulie workers, not an helpzr. Mothers and Nur- 
ces hauepleaſure in Intants, and Parents in Children , and 
euery one afteQcth yong people, whether freeor bond, but 
olde people are burthenſome to all, neyther their talke nor 
company is acceptable. Therefore ſceivg himſelfe deſpiſed, 
or little regarded, anda burden z yea himſelte a burden to 
himſelfe, bc is deſirous to beathome, he would be out of 
trouble and at reſt, For here is nothing but vanity and mi- 
ſ ry, all is winter both to the body and mince of olde age; 
well were he if hee were at reſt. And the mourners go about 
in the ftreetes, His friends and neighbours. are preparing 
themſelues againſt his tuncrall, andthe widowes to make 
lamenation , As the Midwiuts bring them into the world 
withjoy z ſo the widowes (as it was a cuſtome among the 
Lewes) bewaile their death with mourning. This kinde of 
ſymphonic, heauy,and dead-ſounding flatres is moſt befit- 
ting querulous and rhournfull o!de age. The hearſe Graſ- 
hopper,and the warbling Harpe , the whiſtling Bi:d, and 
the Flute, with all winde inftruments, inſtrumencali and 
yocall conſents, as Barzillas ſaid to Danid, are more fit tor 
Chimban, 2.S8am,19.37. then for aged Barzil/ai,whoſe de= 
fireis to turne backe, that hee may die in his owne Cittie, 
and be buried in the graue of his father, and of his — 
crle 
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Verſe 6, Or ener the filner cord be looſed , or the golden bawle 
be broken , or the pitcher be broke: at the fountaine, or the 
wheele broken at the Cifterne, 


Y filmer coardis meant the marrow in the backe, which 
Bi incloſed ina bright ſmoothe skinne like to (iluer, itis 
more properly called of the Arabians the Nw#che of the 
backe , whereof this word Exnnach is compounded , For 
marrow is but the ſuperfluity of nutrimeat ar:(ing from the 
blou for the moiſtening and nouriſhment of the bones, 
Bur the N«che is of the nature of the braine, engendred of 
ſecede, created for ſenceand motion ; to wit, to procreate 
the ſinewes. For frum the braine, and the Nxche, proceed 
diucrs combinations or couples of linewes, ſeruing for the 
ſences, as hearing, ſecing, feeling and motion of the mem- 
bers. For many linewes arederiued , thirty couples as the 
Anitomiſts write, arc ſprung of this cordzand deriued from 
the knuckles or turning-joynts of the chine or backe bone 
into all the body ſeruing for bodily motion; from which 
againc, ſmall haires or threeds , like thoſe of the rootes of 
trees and leauesare diſperſed, When this cord is looſed, the 
backe bendeth, motion is ſlowe, and fecling faileth. 

Or the golden bowle be broken, This golden bowle is the 
thinne membrane, or ſinewie skinne of yellow colour,cai- 
led Pia mater, compalling the braine like a ſwathing cloth, 
or innerrhindeof a tree, and entring within the divers in- 
foldings of thebraine, and as it were cloathiog the ſides of 
thethree ventricles, or hollowes wherein the imagination, 
reaſon, & memory are formed. lt ſerues not onlyto inuolue 
and keep the braine whole and ſolide;in his place,as the (hel 
or skin next the ſhell doth the egges: but alſo to containe, 
to gather together and ſuſtaine the veins and arteries whioh 
are deriued from thence like ſmall ramified channels , or 
pipes, orlike a net . All the braine within, and without, is 
cnwrapped and incompalled with this veiny and arteriall, 
or ſinewy net, The veines feede and nouriſh the braine 
with bloud , the arteries bring heate and ſpirit to ic from, 
rae 
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the heart,to giue the ſence of feeling vnto it, For though 
it impart ſence to all other parts, yet it hath none of it ſelfe, 
namely the narrowie white ſubſtance, but conuerteth or 
digeſteth the vital! ſpirits of the heart (actrated by this ſi- 
newic pia.mater or go'den bowlz;) into animall or ſenſible 
{pirits. In like caſe the ſperme hath foture and ſuſtenance 
in the matrice by and from the chorion or ſecundine, 
Or the pitcher be breken at the fountaine, By the pitcher he 
mcanethrhe vecines, by the fonntaine the liuer, For the li- 
ucr is the ſhop of bloud, cenuerting the white chile which 
commeth of the meate digeſted in the ſtomacke into bloud, 
The ſubſtance thereof is red, and like clottered or curded 
bloud, afſimulating the chileto the qualitie of it ſelfe. In the 
neather hollow part thereof is the portall veines, called the 
great carrying veine, which hath many branches (vere me «= 
faraice)like the {mall and threddie rootes of a tree,by which 
the chile or iuyce of meca@s concoRted in the ſtomach , is 
tranſporred froth: ftomach to the liucr, And the portal vein 
bath ifluing from it many ſmall veines like a ner through. 
out the whole body of the liuer, that the chile being diltri- 
buted into ſmall parcels, might be more perte&ly concoRted 
and conuerted into bloyd . And the bloud is ingendered 
and purified inthe mivdle of the liver, which containeth the 
maſle of the foure humours,Now it being here purified and 
boyled, the more heauie {uperfluitie , which is feculent or 
dreggie,lettleth tothe bottome, and is carried by a veine in- 
to the ſpleene . lt is the earthly ſowre or tart part of the 
chile, and is called blacke cholcr, or melancholy. Againe, 
the lighter ſuperfluitie boyleth vpward, which is the fiery, 
bitter orſharpe part of the chile called yellow choler, which 
is caried by a veine into the gall. Vnderl(tand by melancholy 
and yellow choler, not the pureſt thereof, which is mixed 
with the bloud, but thetſeparate ſuperfluitie or impuritie 
thereof, T hirdly, the wateriſh ſuperfHuitic is caried to the 
kidneys and paſlages of the vriae, In the convexitie or vp- 
per bowing part of the liuer is the hollow.veine or bloud- 
ga'e, whole branches receiue the bloud pur.fied in the mic- 
dleof the liuer,fre m the branches of the portall-vcine. From 
Þ-4 tlic 
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the bloudgate are innumerable veines ramified throughout 
all the body. For as the bulke of a tree receiving ſap from 
the roote, as that a2aine doth from the ſniall ſpires, is rami. 
fied into all the branches , ſo doth the hollow veine, being 
the greateſt in all ct body, (vebicnluns aliments,) diltribute 
the bloud througFout the body by bis other veines, and 
firſt intotheright ventricle of the heart, to recciue his vital 
heate for the nutrition of the whole body, 

Or the whe le be broken at the ciſterre, By wheele is meant 
the head, by crſtcrne the heart, from whence the vitall ſpirics 
are conueyed to the braine, and there converted into ani- 
mall, to giue ſence and motion to the body. When the 
braine is weake, the (ineweslooſed , and the head hangs 
ing downe, the wheele beginneth to breake, 


Verſe 7. Then ſhall the duſt returne to-theearth, as it was : and 
the ſpirit ſhall returneto G od who gaue it, 


| A* before he hath ſhewed the vnaptnetle and difabilitie 
of old ace to performe ſuch {eruice as the Lurd requie 
rch to be peiformed of man , hauing liuelily depainted it 
ſorth before his eyes, totheend that every one may be (tir- 
red vp in youth and middleage ro doe good workes, cuen 
with all diligence to praQtile ihe duties of pigtic and cha« 
Titi : ſo here he putteth them in minde alſo of death, and 
their account that they mult make before their Judge, 

Ard the duſt returne to the earth as it was, By duſt he mea- 
neth the corple made of the duſt, by a meronymie of the mar- 
ter, By earth he meaneth the elements whereof the body is 
compounded; As the bod4 was created of the earth , fo 
ſhall it retwrne-thither againe, eucn into the firſt and ſin- 
pleſt matcer, 

And the {pirit ſhallreturne to God that game it, By ſpirit ne 
meaneth the {ovl*, which is compared to winde or aire, as 
the body is tc duſt or earth. Becauſe winte or aire being an 
inuilible ſubſtance, is the fitteſt thing in nature to vnder- 
ftan4 the nature of the foule by, For whiles we are in the 
Beſh,we vngerand and conceive of inviſible, ſpiritual,eter- 

| rall 
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nall things, h»mans more, by the phantaſic, per ſimilitudines 
Army as Tw{ly ſaith, and that extker affirmatiucly or nega« 
tilely, | 

To God that ganeit, Hee doth not heje define, whither 
the ſpirit ſhall go, but to whom, namely to his Iudge, who 
ſhall requirea1uſt account of all the workes done in the fleſh 
good orcuill, and ſhall accordingly giue ſentence vpon it, 
2.Cor.5-10, 


Verſe 8, Yanitie of vanities, ſaith the Preacher, all ts vani- 
He. 


Concluſion which is twofold ; particular, of this trea- 

tile of mortification, co the 13,verſe. Generall of all 
Chriſtian doEtriney from thence to the end , Yauitie of v4. 
mities* He concludeth the profſyllogiſme propounded in the 
beginning inthe ſame words, to intimate both his mature 
dcliberation, and the certaine truth thereof, For having ſe- 
riouſly conlidered , and by long experience found out the 
condition of man, and ſtate of all things, he could conclude 
no otherwiſe then at the firſt he propounded, namely, that 
all things are vanitie, moſt vaine, All things are vncertainez 
full of corruption, and matter of griefe. There is nothing 
whereon totruſt, nothing that affoordeth happie content= 
ment. Euery ſtate of life is miſerable, boththe contempla» 
tiue, the ſenſuall, and the royall, both the priuate and the 
publicke, both the ciuill and alſo divine gouernment to hu- 
mane reaſon is nothing but confuſion and diſorder , And 
cuen thoſe things that ſeeme to be in our power, haue their 
euents contrary toour intention and expeRation , Now all 
this is to bring vs to the denjall of our ſelues , to reſtraine 
our greedy delires , worldly yaine hopes, and vnprofitable 
endeuours, totruſt in theliuing God,who ot ly is moſt wiſe, 
molt good, and giueth all at his pleaſure, and in his owne 
time, 
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Verſe 9, And moreoner, becauſe the Preacher was wiſe, he ſtell 
tanght the people knowledge : yea hee gaue good heede , avd 
ſought out , and ſet in order many prowerbes, 


N amplification of the concluſion, by an admonition 
Avegat here digrefſwely, figured by a Prolepis, the ob- 
ietion whereof is vnderſtood, and is (uchlike; we are nor 
bound togiue credence to all things contained in this trea- 
tile, ſecing that no man is ſo perfect in this life, but that he 
may errc, and is defeQiue and weake in thetruth ic ſelfe.Be- 
ſices that, the inordinate life of thoſe that write, to inſtru 
and admeniſh others, is a meanes to diminiſh their autho- 
ritic,and to make their labours fruitle(ſe.T he anſwer is,vert, 
9.40.11, wherein he procureth authoritie to his doArine, by 
iundry arguments. 

Becanſe the Preacher, The firſt argument is drawne from 
his perſon or office. He is not now Solomon ſeduced by his 
idolatrous wives and flickering concubines, he is not Sole- 
won giuing the reins to inordinate deſires, not Solomon ena- 
moured wich the glory of the world and worldly delights 
but Solomon aged, exp:rienced, prudent, repenting, morti- 
fied, reconciled to the Church of God, neare to death, neare 
toiudgement , Therefore is he# the fitteſt, and moſt able to 
admoniſh others: by reaſon of his knowledge and much ex- 
perience in all things, | 

Was wiſe, The ſecond argument drawne from his extra- 
ordinary wiſedome. He was wile, yea the moſt wiſe, theres 
fore are his admonitions to be regarded and followed, 

He ſtill taught the people knowledge, A confirmation of the 
admonition, by the end and vic of his wiſedome,which was 
the godly gouernmenr of his people, not mcerly politicke 
for hisowne tranquillity and pleaſure, and vaing!ory of his 
owne perſon , but divine and religious , that the people 
might be contained in obedience, cuen in the religious feare 
of God ,. rather then either by plaine force or other begui« 
lingdeuices, without care or loue of Religion, which come 
to naught, 1,King 3 7, what the intent of Solomons prayer 
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there is, and his meaning heregis euidenz,Dewr,17.1 9.20. by 
the charge of Moſes; the King muſt be continually exerci- 
ſed in the booke of God , that he may learne to feare the 
Lord and obey his word, without arrogating libertie to 
himſelfe ro declineieither to the right hand or co the left,thar 
his hart benot lifted vp aboue his brethren to tyrannize and 
rule in his owne name, but to ioyne in the worſhip and ſer- 
uice of God with them, yea to bea patternc and example of 
yertuous and godly life vnto them. 

Tea he gaue good beed.The third argument isdrawne from 
his carefull obleruation and experience. He was wholly and 
continually attentiue to heare,to ſee, to diſcerne, to iudge, 
as => Hebrew word 4izz7 of the coniugation piel figni- 
fieth, 

eArd ſought ont, As he was attentiue and heedfull, ſo' was 
he induſtrious and painfull toknow much by lively and ſelt- - 
experience; this is the fourth argument. 

And ſet in order many pronerbes , A-confirmation of his 
knowledge, attentiveneſle and induſtry, by the cffc& or 
fruite thereof, as 1.King.4.31.32.33.34. He was wiſer then 
all men , then Ethan, Hemang Chalcol or Darda; he ſpake 
three rhouſand prouerbes, and his ſopgs were an hundred 
and fiue: he ſpake of all the creatures , and there came of all 
people to heare his wiſedomel, By all theſe arguments we 
learne what the calling, gifts,and duties of true teachers arc. 
Curſed therefore are theſe Popiſh ignorants,and our Athci= 
ſicall politicians. They are both alike encmics co knowledge 
and the true feare of God, 


Verſe 10. The Preacher ſonght. to finde ont acceptable words. 
and that which was written was vpright, enen the-words 
of truth, 


' A. Fifthargument drawne from the profitableneſie of his 
Avant The. Preacher ſought to find ont words of delights 
or acceptation,not yain ſpeculations, carnall inuentions,vn- 

rofitable fables, curious and fruitles fancies,yain ianglings; - 
bur.wholſome doQrine profitable for edification in faith --n 
PDE» - 
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obedience to the word of God,as S. Pantfſaith, 2.7im,3.16. 
The Scripture is giuen by inſpiratio of God for doErine, & 
reproofe,tor correftion & inſtruRion,that we might know 
che truth, and by the truth defirey lies and errours. And 
that we might be mortified and dead to finne, and quicke- 
ned and renewed into holineſle and righteoutnetle. The 
ſetting forth of truth and righteouſnetle, and the deſtructi- 
on of lying errours,and vicezis all that the Scripture aimeth 
at, thatthe man of God might bee pertected to all good 
workes of picty and charity. This is the drift of the Holy- 
Ghoſt in the Pen-men of the Scriptures, and of Solomon 
heere , and ſo of cuery teacher ſent of God- 

And that which was written, was wpright, &c, A (ixt Ar- 
gnment, As they were profitable writings or delightfull 
co them that loued tracth and righteouſnetle, ſo were they 
vpright and true , not deceitfull, flattering, men-pl-aling, 
but the true whol: ſome foode of the ſoule, Solomon, in vt- 
tcring the words of this Treatiſe, had the infallible aſſifiance 
of the Spirit, 


Verſe 11, The word: of the wiſe are as geads, and 4s nailes 
faſtened by the maiſters of Aſſemblies, which are ginen from 
oxe Shepheard. 


Ax explication of thoſe acceptablezand vpright words 
of truth, raught by the crucly wile, that are1nſpired of 
God, by the effeR or vie thereof , which is illuſtrated by a 
twofold fimilitude of goads, and nailes . 7he words of the 
Wiſe are 44 goads . The heauy and idle Oxe, minding no 0- 
ther thing , of nimſelfe , buteatingand ſleeping, is rouzed 
vp , and cauſed to doe profitable {eruice to his owner ,1by 
the prickes of the goad, as the horſe is by the ſpurre,and the 
whippe : euen ſo by the reproofes and checkes of the wiſe, 
are the drowſic and ſluggiſh carnalls ſtirred vp to dutics of 
pictie and charitic, which of themſcluesare but ſelfe loving 
lumpes of (inne, vawilling, vnapt, dull and blockiſh to 
learne or praQtiſe any workes , eyther of worſhip or ſeruice. 
Pride, couctouſnelle, gluttonic ad yenery make them like 

OxeN, 


oxen, hotſeg and ſwine, ſvirituall luggards, drunkards and 
bedlums; yea, as vnproittable drones an4 vermine, ſuch 
28 arc tor waſt, defirution andeuill. T heſe droflic ones are 
moued, rouzed, awaked, and prouoked to ſome good du. 
ties by th- pricking, ſharpe, or ſmare words of the wile, 
chafing and rubbing theſe dead ſleepers in finne, and mol- 
lifying, yea ſcarifying their rough, cruyſted, barked conſci- 
ences that cannot bleede, ſtirring vp the idle worme to her 
worke , with the tarte vinegar of Gods iudgements ard 
plagues denounced againſt tzem in the Lawe, This 1s the 
ctf-& and vic of words ſpoken by the wiſe , inſpired of 
God. But contrarily, ſuch as ſpeake of ehemſelues,making 
merchandiſe of the word, are flatterers and claw- backes, 
ſowing pillowes vnder the elbowes of ſleepers, to make 
them (leep2 out their eyes, and ro make fogles runne ſtarke 
madde, They winke at proude carna!ls, but doe not more 
tife them, that they might deuote themſc!lues to good 
workes ; yea they doe rather glorifie them , and aimire 
their per/ons b:caule of aduaitage), and fo both falldowr.e 
into the ſame condemnation. 

T:iis hath becne alwayes the praQile of falſe prophets, 
fal'e apoſiles, and ſhepheards uf clde,andis nowat this prc= 
ſent, And the proude, coucious, opprelſing carnalls pre- 
ferre and countenance ſuch teachers, they dignifie them 
and honour them to be flatteftd by them, and pariake with 
them in their ſinnes. But their madneſle ſhall in the end be 
manifeſted, and the patient abiding of the mceke (hall not 
al xay bc forgotten. Paz! ſaith, Let him not be a yong Schol- 
I:r, &c, But wiio is now ſo fi; asa yong Scholler, proude 
and tal kitiue,a faſhionable foole, civill, ethnically ciu:l 2nd 
courtierlike 2 The fineſt Gentl-ma 1, the beit Miniltcr, Bur 
a fine Gentleman, and a Romith reader, will prooue ail one 
in theend, I teare; yet is the Reader better chen the proude 
Corinthian Preacher, | 

And a nayles faſtexed by the maifters of Aſcmblies, Eucn 
as nailes being driven into pales, do? faſten thzm to their 
ra les; fo the godly and graue ſen-ences of teachers which 
arc the maiſters of Aſleinblics , or congregations gathered 
togetier 
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together to be inftrued in the knowledge of God and 
their duties, do pierce into their hearts to vnite them vnto 
God -and one to ancther, and to containe them for euer in 
that holy vnion of faith and communion of loue, which is 
r{ze true coporation of the Saints or inuifible Church. Con- 
crarily, falſe teachers and ſchiſmatickes breake this vnion of 
faith, and diſloluethis bond of loue, bringing in erroneous 
dodtrines and opinions,to corrupt the mindes and manners 
of men, whereby they fall from the godly purity and plain= 
ncile of the Guſpell, to contentions and proud ianglings, 
but in the meane ſpaceliueaccording to their luſts,yea with« 
out all ſenſe of Religion, and are to euery good worke re- 
probate, yea enemies to thetruth of that which outwardly 
in hypoecrilie they profeſle, as they do which ſtand vp at the 
Creed, but fight againſt the Goſpell; which make aleg at the 
name of Jefus, but hate his commandement of faith and 
loue ; whichrecciue the ſigne of the crofſe, but fight vnder 
thediuels banner againſt Chriſt and his kingdome, This is 
the miſerable condition of Papiſts,Libertines, Atheiſts, Epi- 
cures, whoſe hearts are not brawny but ſtony, that neither 
goades nor nailes can pierce into them. Woe be to them, for 
they are full of enuy and hatred 7s Cain,they aremockers as 
Iſmael, denored to their bellies as E/aw. They are as they that 


 Rrive with the Prieſt, Amos 5,10. Woe be voto them), for 


they are falſe accuſers of their brethren , and ſtir yp hatred 
againſt their brethren thatare better then they.Woc be vnto 
them for they are dogs, and wolues in ſheepes cloathing, 
thirſting for the bloud of the Saints; they preſent themſelucs 
among the people of God, as Satan did, to cauil}, /ob2, and 
rake all occaſions todiſgrace thetruth,ang to bring the feare 
of God into ſlander. Wobe ro thoſe revolting Pagans,which 
oppole Princes lawes againſt the kingdome of lefus Chriſt, 
whereof they are the guard and proteRors, T helſc as the firſt 
begotten of the diuell, oppoſe the letter of the law againſt 
the intent, cquitic and conſcience thereof , ſaying that they 
are for law, not for conſcience. 

Which are ginen from one Shepheard, An amplification of 
thoſe acceptable and vpright words of the wiſe, by the <th- 
cient 
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cient cauſeor author thereof, namely God in Chriſt,termed 
a Shepheard,or chiefe Shepheard , becauſe he gathererh to- 


gether and feedeth his people with the ſpirituall bread and. 


waters of life, as ſhepheardsdo their flockes.P/al.23.1. oh. 
10,11.Chap.4.14, and 6,50.F1. | 


Verſe 12. And farther, by theſes my ſonne, be admoniſhea : of 
making many bookes there ts no end , and much ſtudic us 4 
wearineſſe to the fleſh, 

A Regeeſſien to the admonition interrupted,ver 9.10.1 15 

This verſe containethyficſt the admonitionit ſelfe : (e- 
condly the reaſons, The admonition'is in the former words; 
wherein are tobe conſidered, firft the ſubicR of ir, namely 


the perſons to whom it is directed ,; enery faithfull Reader, 


and thercfore he ſpeakethtoallvnderehenameot onc, ; and 
that out of loue as a father to his-child; and: char every one 


might hcarken to him as alouing and dutifnll childe to his 


father, he calleth him his ſo»»e, Secondly,the matcer it felfe. 


By theſe be admoniſhed, Antxhortation i8a prouocation'or' * 


incitement to embrace and follow that which is good : '«n 
admonition is an inducement of a cautelous confideration, 
or praRicke remembrance of that which is hurefull andeuil' 
to auoide it, It is enforced by defiruiue arguments, ten= 


* ding to deterre | and auert the party admoniſhed from an: 
error, to embraccand follow the contrary good, Exhorta-: 

dy proued and: 
grammes bnt perſwaſion and diflwaſionare of a thing doubt-- 


tion and edmonition arc of a thing 


ull and probable. Be admoniſhed bytheſe arguments: cui- 
dently euifting the vanity of worldly things, and auoid} the. 
vnprofitable courſes of worldly minded men, who ſecking 
for an happy ſtate in the ſtat of Corruption and miſery, find 
nothing , but rather loſe the true feliciry, Contrarily, lay 
hold on theſe precepts of wiſedome, charity and piety, 
and reſt thy ſelfe on God, who ſhall wichous chy.carking 
and thoughefull caring admiiifter all things necdfull for 
thee and thine, For thou cal! not adde one cubite ro thy 
ſtature, nor make one haire v1 1:4.6 or blacke, but ee'y pl2nt 


which 
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Verſe 12. An Expoſition, or Chap:12: 
whichGod hathnot planced-ſhallbee-rooted vp; Lec this - 
thercforerthat hath beene ſaid; be ſafficient to ſettle and Ras 
bliſh chine heart and minde-1n the right path, that 1 have 
ſhewed thee . Rejayce- inthat whith God lendeth, firifes 
and vainefeares neyther makenor mend;- be:content with 
thy ate, doe good alway to thy abilitic , and there ſet vp 
thy relt, If this willnot yeeſanrsfie, then remember Lots: 
wife ..Remember Daves «+ Remember the couctous 'rich 
man, Luke 12. o {04 bo 
Of makin g Bookes there is no end, &c, A two-fold reaſon 
intorcing the admonition vporthe Reader, The firſt js 
drawne from the-ynprofidablenette of many words #*d- 
writings of men, whichraredifcordant and diſtraftiue of 
mens mindes,! which falleth our- whereas rhe infallibilitie 
or dire&ion-of the tpirtt is wantingy? Which gift was promi- 
{ed to Solomon, 1. Kinge 3,02. and\hewataflured thereof 
and therefore y ' without vaine-preſumptioh, may iuffly re- 
tra&ebe Reader from other warbling, erroneous, impertect 
diſcourles, and treatiſes of men, wherewith doubtlefle hee 
was acquainted, as his'Booketeeintimateth pl:incly c= 
nough to this divine-infpired/ Treatife of his 'owne con- 
cerning the chiefe good; So thatall writifigs 4 excepr thofe 
thatare warrantable by,and grounded on thele ſpeciallpen 


men o*the Holy-Gholt, are voprofitable; and to lirrle purs * | 


poſe, affoording no 4ranquilltic, peace, durable joy,'com- 


tortto the heart andioonſcience;/ For they can not impare” 
that ro others whichthey alcogether want'theivſelues. For | 


they.being in darkenefle ſeeke onely for jit,whereir cannor 
be found, fecing that God hath ſubdewed man , and all 
things to vanitie , which can neuerde the mother or foune 
taine of telicitie, And theearrhly paraliſe is deſtroyed, This 
rextmaketh liclefor thoſe that being ſo eagerly and fernent- 
ly d-ucted to their worldly and flcſhly lutts thinke,and fay, 
that ſo iuch preachingand writing is necccleſſe . For So- 
lomon taxeth not the holy and great Lahours of the Lords 
Miniſters , who keepe themſelues within the compalle of 
his written word, buthe taxcth theſe flouthfull gnes, flees 
pic, and ſpirituall drunken ones, ignorauts, and fos les,that 
cuen 
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eucn weary tae Mcfſ-rgers ot God, wi:h caliivg , crying, 
lifting vp their voices li e Trumpets, carely an. laic, aud 
«yet willthey not be awaxed; they are heauy- hearted, dull- 
eared, pore-blind, long aboucalittle,and that lictle is quickes 
ly forgotren . It che Preacher be bur ſilent awhile, tney are 
realy to daunce about the golden Calfe, and beginae to 
thinke and talke of Zgype agayne , They are like the ſtone 
of S/iphs, or heavy logges pulled vp the fide of a Riepe hill, 
whichluſh downe agayne, whena man letteth his hold go, 
Againe on the-contrary ſ1deghis taxech thoſe, that are quick 
ot hearing, but heauy footed, ripe in the rop, dead at the 
roote,nimble-chapt,and lewe handed, Thereis none end 
of their hearing, new inſtruments,new voyces, new tunes, 
new formes, new ſtiles, they are all for nouvelties,full of the 
itch, full of curiolitie,bur their heart gocth after their-pride, 
after their couctouſneſle, Theſe extreamesare at length co- 
incident, There is none end of ſpeaking and writing to the 
fluggiſhand curious. They are both agreat burden to their 
teachers, they will neuer bepleaſed . Solomon therefore in 
theſe words willeth them to be doers, and diligent practi- 
ſers, the one ſort co humble themſclues, the other to rouze 
themſelues ro obedience, that they may haue experience, 
and feeling in themſclues of the grace and wiſedome of 
God ; (manus eſt cauſa ſapientie) and then ſhall they com- 
fort, not weary to death their teachers, as many doe, But 
thoſe gre:dy carcs, proude aud couetous, that are ſo zealous 
toheare, and yet their teachers but figge-frailes, and theme 
ſelues ſucking ſpiders , cafting them out when they haue 
ſuckr them as they doe their oyſter ſhells,. are but gadding 
carnalls and bloud-ſuckers. When they would be ridde of 
their teacher , then will, they put him out of breath; and 
when he cannot preach twice a day , hee may {itvnder the 
Juniper tree with Elias, to befedde with Ravens. I ſpeake 
not this to ſet dogges on barking , to.whom all things are 
alike; but the God of order hatcth confuſion) which take 
vp all occaſions of cuill ſpeaking, bucrather to ſtoppe their 
mouthes, by putting a difference betweene the truely reli- 
gious, and truely deuoted , and gaddingcalkers, vn 
ackes 
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backs and eyes are full of pride and adultery. But our A/- 
{ alikes are not for differences, but contuſion, But when they 
haue once made a confuſion of good and evill, ſowre and 
{weere,light and darkneſſe, then in the fleſh will they make 
differences, they cannot abide confuſion, euery one (triueth 
for ſupcriority and preheminencegeuery one preterreth him 
{eltc before other, and glorieth in his riches,1n hislearning, 
in his knowledge, in his $kill, io his friends,in his ſtrength, 
and men acknowledge ſuch differences ; bur of ligkz-and 
darkneile, carnall and fpirituall, precious an vile, they will 
admit no difference: all muſt be alike; and che more carnall 
the more acceptable. T he ciuilland orderly vicious, the beſt 
garniſher of vice in vertues robes and colours, is the moſt 
wiſe, and moſt commended, 
And much ſtudy ts a wearineſſe to the fleſh. Hee ſpeakes 
this of the paines of the holy writer, nor of the reader,that 
oughr to exerciſe himſelfe day and night in the Scriptures, 
and that with delight, but of thoſc erraticall extreame per- 
{ons,of whom I ſpake before,both wruersand readers, Da- 
#id exerciſed himſclfe continually in the Law, P/al.1.2. but 
he got wiſedome by doing it,P/al.139.98.99.100.And Plato 
faith,” Mans eft cauſa ſapientie, When a man hath diſquieted 
and tormented himſelfe long about predcſtination, &c. yet 
ſhall che joyfull-and cheerfull praiſe of Chriſtianitie ſuſtain 
him,and faith in Gods mercy towards him ſhall be his onely | % 
comfort in life and death, For all our felicity is in Gods ac- 
ceptation :and he putteth none away that conſtantly ſeeke 
him with their whole hearr, that is;fincerely, not guiletully, 
P/al.3 2.2. Neither doth he forſake any that do not firſt for 
fakehim. The vnderſtanding of this may we ſee in Judas 
the guilefull diſciple, and the cleuen true diſciples. Know 
thy maiſters mind, heare what he faith to thee, and apply thy 
ſelfe to do his wil without ſeaching into his ſecrets,and thou 
ſhale never loſe his fauour , nor be turned out of his ſervice, 
For he is not ſocalily diſpleaſed, but beareth with irnume. 
rable imperfeQtions and infirmities in his children, whom he 
mecaſurably chaſteneth, and deliuereth pot ouer to death, 
He is moſt wiſe, molt gaud,moſt mercifull, if thou doeſt nor 
account 
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account his mercy greater then thy (innes, thou doeſt limit 
him whois infinite. To know thy finnes,to acknowledoe and 
confeile themgand to deſparre of righteouſnefſe and ſaluation 
in thy (clic and by thy lelte, is that which he requireth - for 
then thou wilt flie co him, tralt in him, rely on him, and be 
cucr thankfull to him. Surely, when thou art none of thine 
owne,thenarc thou his, Much reading and Rtudying is indeed 
a wearineſſe, but ic is a delightfull thing to do the comman- 
dements. Experimentall kno'vledge is full, delighefull and 
comfortable, A litle that one eateth, is betrer chen all rhat a 
man can heare of, reade of, itudy of,dreame of,' Greedy (p= 
culatiſts and hearers, are but dreamers, they are-neuer fatiſ- 
fied, but ſoone weary of well doing : but Gud will be heard 
of vs, ſcene of vs, and ſerued of vs asif he were aKing in 
bodily preſence. T his is the fulnetle of ſound faith, feare and 
obedience,not fantaſtick dreaming, as they that would ſeem 
to be as deuout as Mary, and:yet are as proud as /ezebel; as 
Z:alous as Daxid,but as couetons as Nabal-A meecredeluſio, 


Verſe 1 3. Let vs beare the concluſion of the whole matter: Feare 
God, and keepe bis commandaements , for this is the whole 
dutic of man, 


T He generall concluſion of the whole ſcope of all Chris 
4 ſtiandoarine and exhortation: For all is but the mor» 
tification of the old man,and the quickning or renewing of 
the ianer man, and both theſe are 0ne;,They are onemotion, 
and differ but in reſpeR of the termes,4 q#0,& ad quem. For 
what is that which mortifieth bur life ? The ſpirit of mortifi- 
cation enliueth, and the ſpirit of life mortifieth at one and 
the ſame inſtant,v»o a#u.The conclulion is inferred by way 
of exhortation, tomouc attention, to print in the mentory 


. the ſubſtance of all, and the maine end of all wricings, which 


whoſocuer hath not rooted in his heart, he can neither vn= 
dcrſtand rightly, nor do.cruly, but is a lyer, euen a very hy+ 
pocrite jn his beſt ſpeechss and beſt ations , T howas fayd 
to Chriſt, 10h,1445.1/e know not whither tho goeſt, and how 
can we kyow the way? The knowledgeof theplace a " 
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fore the knowledge of the'way; and the maine end anddrift 
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Verſe 13. An Ex poſition, or Chap.12. 
of cuery inftryQion and aRion,is fixſt tro be weighed, What 
is the end of all writings, bat to: feare God and keepe his 
commandements ? He fn doth not this,knoweth nothing, 
and is but a dreamer. 

Feare God and keeps his commandements , This is the ſub= 
ſtance of the conclulion, conliſting of two precepts; the one 
whereof concerneth the inward man,or the affection ; the 
other concerneth the outward man or the aRionz the one 
the heart, the other the life. Concerniog thefirſt 5 by feare 
js mcanta reuerent aweof Gods maieſtie, proceeding trom 
faith, whereby through the feeling of his loue, as well as the 
weight of his diſpleaſure, we are afraid ro offend him. Fears 
js put for the whole worſhip oFGod, by the figure Synecdo- 
che. [t is the principall part of Gods worſhip, and keepeth all 
the other in their duties, all cuill being committed where it 
is wanting. Therefore ſayth the Scripture, Bleſſed is the man 
that feareth alway.Itis the beginning of wiſedome, true and 
fauing wiſedome, Pros.14.16, and the perfeQion of piety, 
For the better ynderſtanding{bereof, I wil inſiſt alitle vpo it, 

There are ſundry ſorts of teare, 

Firſt, Dabolicall, Iam,2.19. The dixels beleene and tremble, 

Second, Natwral.It is an afteRion or paſſion of the hearr, 
whereby we feare not onely death or diſfolution,but dangers 
and cuils that are deſtruQtiue of our good eſtate or weltare. 
This feare is by naturall inſtinR in all ſenfible creatures as 
well as in man, and in the godly as they are men, and in 
Chriſt as he was man, ſubieR co our infirmities, not to fin, 
T his feare of it ſelfe is not a ſinne, for Ebrift could nor fin, 
butin vsit is ſin,by reaſon of our corruption,becauſe we do 
not order it according to the law of God; but Chriſt infea- 
ring death did alſo ſubmit himſelfero the decree of his Fa- 
ther,according to the commandement , 7 how ſhalt hone the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart,&c. So feare was overcome 
of loue,or rightly ordered by loue.. So the godly after the 
e: awple of Chriſt, though they fcare death, yer they humble 
themlelues to death and to all crotles, becauſe the loue of 
God taketh away or extenuateth feares 
Thizd, 


Third, worldly feare. This is the corruption of naturall 
feare, when as men do forlake or deny God and Chriſt, in 
what meaſure {ocuer, that they might not loſe their goods 
good name, pleaſures, preferments, &c, The worldly, ien- 
lJous,zealous, deuout, are full ot thisfeare.Their feare is great 
and continual;but it 1s a pernicious and damnablefeare;'and 
all chat they feare, be they neuer {o ſubcil and provident,ſhal 
fall ypon them. Math. 1o.28.Feare no: them which hill the be 
dy,&c. Toh.12,42, many beleeucd on Chriſt, but durſt not 
confelle him, leſt chey ſhould be pur out of the Synagogue, 
and incurre the diſplcaſure of gieat ones. T his was N:code= 
mw his infirmicy, /ob 3.2, The Princes, Prieſts and Phatiſes 
weredrunke with this feare, /ob.11 48, 

Fourth, Serwile f-are. It is proper to the wicked. For their 
conſcience bing guilty of fin, they feareche wrath of God, 
both tempor4ll ad erernall, Prou.28.1.The wicked flie-when 
0 man perſueth, The wicked are like 4 raging ſea, Eſay 57.20, 
Ic hach rwoctteRs: Firtt, it reftraincth from grofle crimes, 
and confiraineth to outward dutics , at lea{twiſe it mitiga- 
teth the extremitics of linners, as doth alſo the ſword of the 
magiſtrates, which curbeth thoſethat are ſenſleile, or haue 
but a dogs conſcience. Hence the Poet ſayth: 

Oderunt peccare bons virtatts amore, 

Oderant peccare mali virtutis amore, | 
When as Paw{diſputed of righteouſneſſe, cemperance, an 
the iudgement to come, Felix trembled, As 24.25, Se- 
condly,it worketh hardnes of heart and deſpcration in ſome, 
whenit groweth toan height of wicked r<c(alution, all hope 
being vtterly quenched, 

Fifth, Fi/zall or lonlike feare. This is proper to the rege- 
nerate, who by this feare are moued to auoide finne. and to 
lige godlily andrighteouſly. It arifſeth fromthe knowledge 
of God and out ſclues, and from the feeling of bis accepta= 
tion & love of vs,wrought in our hezrrs by theholy Gboſk, 
Of this Selowmen ſaith, Prow,1,17- and P/al, 111,10, The feare 
of the Lord is the beginning of wiſedome, 4 good underſtanding 
hauc all they th at do bis commandements. 1ob 28, 28, | be feare 
of the Lord s wiſedome, and to depart from ewill is underſtand. 
Z 2 ing. 
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ing. More p'aine'y, this feare is thus begotten, 

1. When a man heareth the Lawe, what is there come 
maunded and forbidden , the Holy-Ghoſt commeth and 
taketh away the vaileo! naturall blindnetle, and llumbe- 
ring, cauſing him to ſee his linne, and to beholde the 
wrath of God vpon him cuento lay them both to his hard 
hearr, whereupon feare troubleth the conſcience,and brea» 
kerhthe hard heart, 

2. When a man in this czſc heareth the Goſpel, the Ho= 

ly-Ghoſt inlighineth his minde to voaderftand,and belecue, 
and to apply the promiſcs to himſelfe , whereupon hee be- 
ginneth to feele quietneile, and peace of conſcience, be= 
ing more and more perſ[waded thathee is be!oued of God, 
Now on this-perſwafion atiſeth the Joue of God for his 
loue, grace, aftd\mercie in Chriſt- On this loue ariſeth a 
new feare, natnely, to diſpleaſe God fo loving and merci- 
full, P/al,1 30.4. There # wercie with thee that tho mayeſt be 
feared, | 
Of this filiall feare there be foure degrees expreſſed by 
the feare of children cowards their parents , whereof there 
are foure degrees, 
&- Firſt, a childe loueth his parents , and flicth to them as 
his chiefe refuge, yet is he held in obedience with chreat- 
threatnings , and feare of the roadde, Secondly , partly by 
reaſon, partly by therodde. Thirdly, lefſe by the rodde, 
and more by reaſon. Fourthly, by reaſon alone without the 
rodde, Now to apply this. 

Firſt, children haue a fincere love to their parents, and a 
general! diſpoſition to be conformabieto them in al things; 
yetbeing lefr to themſelues, they are carried by their chil- 
diſh fancics and vaine deſires , both vnproficable to theme 
{clues and to their parents for want of reaſon, Hence So/o- 
mov {ayth, Follie groweth in the heart of a childe, but the rodde 
of correttion fercheth it out , $0 the regenerate newly. cone 
uerted have a ſincere, though weake loue of God , anda 
generall diſpoſition and right motions to obey God in all 
things; yet without the conſideration of Gods juſtice, and 
feare of puniſhment, or rather correRions, they are apt to 
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be carried and ouerceme with the luſts of the fleſh, allure- 
ments of che world, and baites of Sathan , Therefore Da- 
widiayd ; It u good for me that I hane beene in trouble, And 
Panl 1,Corinth, 11.32. When we arc indged, wa are chaſtened 
of the Lord, that we might not be condemned of the world, 

Secondly, parents inſtru their children in what is to be 
done, and what to be eſchewed, and that with threatnings 
of puniſhment. And for feare of the rodde more then ypon 
conſideration of their owne good, they obey, becauſe rea» 
ſon is yet weake,and they haue but ſmal diſcerning of good 
and euill : So likewiſe, God teacheth ys what we ought to 
belecue , what to doe to his glorie , and our owne guod ; 
with threatnings of cemporall puniſhments , and croſles of 
ſundry kindes, by which we are held in awe, and contained 
1a duty till we come to more perfeRion and diſcerning. 
=T hirdly, whea a childe, by reaſon of age, is riperio vn= 
derſtanding andreaſon, hee begiones to know his parents, 
and his duty towards them,and what is for his owne good. 
Therefore he is held in obedience, not for feare of the rod, 
but inſtcuftion and exnonation prevaileth moſt. So wee, 
growing more perfeR in the knowledge of God our father 
in Chriſt , wha: his louc hath beene towards vs, what hee 
hath done for vs, and will doe for vs , are mooued to obey 
him , not ſo much for feare of puniſhments, as by inſtru» 
Qion, which we defire', and exhortation vnto which wee 
yeelde with delight. And asfaith andloue growe ſtronger, 
ſo doth the Lawe with the threatnings and curſes thereof 
growe the weaker, The Lawe isour Schoolemaſter in our 
nonage, but when thefulnelle of yeares are come y wee are 
our owne inſtructers,and able to gouerne our ſelues by our 
owne reaſon, | 

Fourthly, when the childe commeth to perfeR reaſon 
and diſcretion, the feare of the rod gocth away. For, has 


uing now the p:rfe& knowledge of the loue, care, and be- 


nefits of his father towards him, and a'{o of his dnery toe 
wards him againe, he performeth obedience with willing 
neſle, delight, joyfulneile, fearing to diſpleaſe and offend 
him, and is afhamcd of childiſh tollies : So wee growing 
ii IR OE Þ "  Rronger 
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ſtronger in faith, and perfe&t men in Chrift, doe willingly, 
cheercuully, and with d:lighe worl] ip and ferue God, tears 
ing to diſpleaſe him vpon conſideration of his greatnefley 
goodneſle, mercy, and bencfires towards ve, Galat, 3.25. 
After that faith is come , wee are no longer wnder 4 Schoole- 
maiſter,chatis, the ceremonies and threatnings of the Law, 
childiſh rudiments and feares, Rem. $8.1 5. Tee have not recti- 
wed the ſpirit of bondage to fears againe , but the ſpirit of adop- 
tow, cs, He iscalled the ſpirit ot bondage , when be wore 
keth weakely in vs, as in babes and younglings, whom the 
Lane tercificth from finne, and compelleth to obedience, 
He is called the ſpirit of adoption, when he work<th more 
ſtrongly in vs, or hath brought vs to a greater perfeRtion of 
the degrees of faith, hope, love, whereupon we aretermed 
perfeR men in Chriſt, The Magiltrate is not terrible to the 
innocent, northe rodde to the man of age , Rowan 22. 36 
Wilt thaw be without feare of the power, doe well, and thou ſhale 
bawe praiſe : Solikewiſc, wilt thou be without feare of the 
curſe, of wrath, of hell ? be ſtrovg in fairh, hope, loue, and 
thou ſhale delight, in Goc, in his word, Miniſters, and chil 
dren. His word ſhall bethy delight and joy. 1. /ohn 1.21, 
Belomed if onr hearts condemne vs not, we hane boldneſſe with 
Gad, Chap.q.18. There is no feare in lone, for perfelt love ca- 
ſteth out feare : For feare hath paineſulneſſe , bee that feareth 
% not perfett in love. T hus much of feare. | 
And keepe bes Commandements , This is the efteR of true 
feare, The rootcis faith z the ſappe or iuyce is feare, the 
fruit is obedience. As is the inward man, ſo is the outward 
man, the heart is deceitfull, butthe hypocrit cannor be hid, 
for the tree ſhall be knowne by his frnite, not by che ſight, 
or outward ſhew thereof, for the wilding maketh a fairer 
ſhew then many a goodapple, but by the taſte, Who is he 
chat in ſincerity keepeth the Commaundements? Hee thac 
ſerteth God alway before his face. Mcreouer, obedience is 
Legall, or Evangelicall : of the latter So/omon here ſpeaketh. 
For boththe curſe, and rigorous exaRion of the Lawe is 
removed away from them that beleeue, which are the inge- 
Nuousand free borne ſonnes of God , In theſe times there 
are 
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are many maiſters,but few doers; therefore ſhall they receiue 
the greater condemnation. They would haue good done, ſo 
that they themſelues haue no bandin it. Here 1s no feare of 
God, bur a deceitfull and wicked ſpirit. For how much a man 
doth, ſo much he feareth, He that doth the commandements 
is true,thereſt are babblers. Neither haue there bene ſo many 
congue-ticd Chriftians in times of Popery, as there ſhall be 
phantaſticall babblers and deccitfull Satanifts in theſe laft 
times, whoſe words and deeds arc all falſhoods and lics z yet 
it is but that multitude of malignancs,who wil either be ido- 
laters, or Atheifts, of a falſe religion,or of no religion. 

For this is the whole autic of man,A reaſon drawne from the 
end of creation and redemption , which is nothing elſe bue 
to feare God,and keepe his commandements, which who {o 
doth not,is a ſon of perdition. Eph, 1,4. He hath choſen vs in 
Chriſt,that we ſhould be holy, and blamcleſſe before him in lone, 
Tit.2,14, He gawe himſclfe for vs, that he might redeem v1 from. 
«ll iniquitic,and purifie vs vnts himſclfe, a peculiar people, 214< 
lons of good workes. By zeale he meaneth not the bare pulpic 
zeale,but deuotion. + Many can counterfeit zeale, as vpon a 
ſtage, but when they are out of the pulpit,they are of a quite 
contrary faſhion, gallants, proud, ſtately. Bur the Frier ſhall 
riſe vp in judgement againlt them, To conclude,to feare God 
and keep hiscommandements,is the adequate,obieR or ſub- 
ic of the whole man inward & outward. To this one thing 
muſt a man haue reſpe in euery thing, Hither muſt he refcr 
all his ſtudies and labours,if he will be partaker of true fe! i- 
citic.This oncly is true profice,and all exccept this is vapitie, 
though the blind world ſeek for felicicic aud meancs of blille 
in any thing,and in cuery thing belides this, 


Verſe 14. For God ſhall bring enery works into indrement with 
emery ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be enill, 


' A Nargument of confirmation,drawn from the laft judge 
Ate the generall or the yarticulir,tending to 
terrifie the wicked, and comfort the god!y. For God ſhalbring 
i110 indgement, The ludge is God, molt mighue, nor - ks. 
rcllte 
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yYerſe r4. *) An EF xpoſtion,or Chap.14» 
reſiſted by ſtrength z mult iuſt , not to be corrupted with 
bribes; moſt wiſe, not to be blinded with cauils, Ewery worke 
with exery ſecret thing. A declaration of the iudgement by the 
obicQs,viz.things knowne, whether words or workes, pub- 
licke or private; and things vnknowae, not onely done and 
ſpoken in ſecret, but the thoughts and imaginations of the _ 
hearrgwith the aft<tions and diſpolitions thereof. All which 
are amplified by a diuiſion in re{pe& of their qua'ities,good 
or Euill, As cucry perſon lince the creation till che laſt con- 
ſummation ſhall be ſummoned, and not one eſcape; ſo (hall 
cuery deed, word & thought be iudged, not one ſhaleſcape. 
For the bookes ſhall be opened, and cuery {ſecret thing ſhall 
be reuealed, the booke of Gods omniſcience, and the booke 
of mans conſcience, That which is now forgotten as athing 
in ſleepe,ſhall then be brought co remembrance as athing to 
2 man awaked, which is as freſh in memory,and more freſh 
then it was before. As the roote lying buried in theearth in 
Winter,ſheweth forth it ſelfe in the Springzſo ſhall all things 
now buried in forgetfuloeſle, be then made manifeſt vato 
vs, aSif they were layd before our cyes, All hearts ſhall be 
layd open, to the diſcouery and terror of the wicked, and to 
the manifeſtation of the godly, whoſe faith and truth 
ſhall now appeare , and theſe ſhall enter into 
cucrlsſting reſt and ioy, but the other 
ſhall go = eucrlaſting 
re. 
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